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The present invention relates to racks for the display 
and holding of various kinds of merchandise and more 
particularly relates to such a rack which is relatively 
light-weight, easy to assemble and disassamble, inex 
pensive and readily fabricated for use in modular form 
whereby a number of such rack units may be combined. 
A primary object of my invention is to provide a light 

weight display rack fabricated primarily of tubular metal 
and wire and which may be readily assembled and dis 
assembled and which is in the form of modular units. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a display 
rack which may be shipped or stored in a relatively small 
space. _ 

A further object of my invention is to provide a dis 
play rack having a skeleton of tubular metal and wires 
and which is boxed in by attractive panelling members. 

These and other objects, features and advantages of 
my invention will become apparent to those skilled in 
this particular art from the following description and at 
tached drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the display rack 

comprising my invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a side view thereof; 
FIGURE 3 is an exploded, perspective view illustrat 

ing the various components of my rack; and 
FIGURE 4 is a detailed view of the modular attach 

ment means of my invention. 
Reference should next be had to FIGURES l and 2 

and 3 thereof. 
The basic display rack, generally denoted by the numer 

al 11, consists of four structural members, viz, a merchan 
dise-holding section 12, a pair of side frame members 13 
(both of which are of the same construction) and a back 
brace member 14. Such members are joined to form the 
rack. 
The side frame members 13 provide the supports for 

the rack and in the preferred embodiment hereof are 
in the form of a point three-sided trapezoid with the open 
section being on the floor. It will of course be understood 
that this bottom portion may be closed with a tubular 
member if such a structure is desired. Such side front 
member has a front leg member 15, a slightly longer 
back leg member 16 and a joining cross-piece 17 which 
in the assembled position slants downwardly from back 
to front to unite said leg members. In another embodi 
ment of this invention the joining cross-piece 17 is bent 
inwardly at its middle portion rather than being straight. 
By this means I am able to attach two or more mer 
chandise-holding members onto the rack. 
The merchandise-holding member 12 is provided with 

a plurality of article-holding sections. There is a rectan 
gular outer frame member 18 to which are rigidly at 
tached two (or more if desired) parallel cross bars 19. 
At their outer ends such cross bars are bent at substan 
tially a 90° angle to form the attachment means 20 for 
locking the holding members 12 onto the side frames 13. 
Even more speci?cally, such attachment means 20 ?t into 
slot holes 30 formed on the cross-piece member 17 to the 
side frames. 
The frame members 18 and 19 form the basic checkered 

support means for the article-holders 21. Such article 
holders which consist of a pair of lowermost legs 22 to 
which are a?‘ixed a front U-shaped member 23 and a back 
U-shaped member 24. Subsequent to the ?rst row of 
holders, the back U-shaped piece of a holder pair becomes 
the front U-shaped member of the holding section im 
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mediately behind it. Also as shown in the drawings, as 
one moves progressively toward the rear of the holding 
sections the legs 22 are in a higher plane step-wise. 

In greater detail, it is ?rst noted that in the ?rst or 
bottom row of article-holders the cross legs 22 join 
both the front and back U-shaped members at their low 
ermost points. In the second row of holders such legs 
are joined to the lowermost point of the back U-shaped 
‘holders but are approximately one-third of the way up 
on such holders which form the front portions thereof. 
Such ‘structure is carried on through the device to provide 
the step-wise features of the article-holding sections. Such 
article-holding section is preferably made of metal wire 
or rod and where joining of the various pieces is re 
quired a joining process such as welding may be em 
ployed. 
The article-holders are rigidly attached to the frame 

members. More speci?cally as shown in the drawings 
the lowermost holding section 25 has its front U-shaped 
member united with the frontmost cross bar 19a and the 
back U-shaped members of such holding row attached on 
their rearward directed surfaces to the next cross bar 
19!). Intermediate the frontmost and backmost row of 
holding sections there may be or may not be additional 
cross-pieces 19 for further support of the article-holding 
members. Further to provide rigidity and structural 
strength, the backmost row of article-holders is rigidly 
a?ixed to the back of the rectangular frame 18. 
The trapezoidal side frames 13 have a plurality of holes 

and slots for the assembly of the device and to enable a 
multitude of modular units to be united side by side. 
The back member 14 consists of two angled side bars 

26 and 27 and two cross-pieces 28, such side bars and 
cross-pieces being joined together as by welding or the 
like. I prefer that the cross-pieces, 28 in the assembled 
position of the rack be positioned in front of the side 
bars 26 and 27. To further enhance the modular con 
struction hereof one angled side bar is slightly shorter 
in length than the other for reasons presently to be 
discussed. It is noted that the side bars are in the form 
of a separate X and that other ends are bent for inser 
tion into holes formed in the back of the side frame mem 
ber legs 16. 

I provide four slots 29 (as illustrated in FIGURE 4) on 
the sides—two on each side-of the cross-pieces 17 of 
the side frame members. At one end of said slot is a 
hole 30 to receive the bent ends 20 of the article-holding 
cross bars 19. Such ends readily glide in the slots 29 
into the holes 30 and are removably locked therein 
when the rack is assembled. The four ends 20 shown 
in the drawings ?t into four slots 30 which are constructed 
as illustrated and by this means the holding member sec 
tion 12 is attached to the side frames 13. This employs 
the four inner slots, i.e., facing the article-holding sec 
tions. The second holding section may then be added 
to the outside pair of slots and then another end frame 
and back brace is provided and so on to add additional 
modular units as desired. Holes are provided in the back 
of the end frame legs 17 to receive the bent ends of the 
back frame members 26 and 27, and on the inner side 
thereof to receive the ends of cross-pieces 28. The angled 
pieces 26 and 27 lie completely in the same plane. The 
cross-pieces 28 upon insertion into the side holes in leg 
16 lie in the same plane but cause a slight bowing out 
ward and stress to the angled pieces 26 and 27. This 
acts to tighten and hold the rack together. 

Since the angled members 26 and 27 are not of 
equal length space is provided on the back of leg 16 for 
other holes to receive such members of another modular 
unit. In this manner (and with the slots 29 and holes 
30) one is readily able to unite together a plurality of 
the present racks into as large a rack as is desired. 
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A variety of merchandise for example, cards, hosiery 
and other ?attened packages may be readily displayed 
on the present racks. Packages of irregular form also 
may be held. 
The foregoing description represents the complete rack 

and has considerable utility. To further enhance its ap 
pearance and to provide for the containment of merchan 
dise within the rack without such being seen, I have made 
such racks with panelling and inside shelves. The panel 
ling covers the trapezoidal side surfaces and the front 
area beneath the holding section 12. To insert such pan 
elling I bolt it, or the like, to the frame members. 

In another embodiment hereof the side frames are of 
rectangular rather than trapezoidal outline, i.e., the legs 
are of equal length. Here the rack presents a ?attened 
rather than step-wise top surface. Except for this its 
structure is the same as previously described. 
The present racks are preferably made of tubular metal 

and metal rod or Wire. This may be for example chrome 
tubing or support members or other material of similar 
nature. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in this particular 
art that various modi?cations and variations may be ef 
fected without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
novel concepts of my invention. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A readily assembled and disassembled display rack 

comprising in combination: a pair of tubular side frame 
members, said frame members having holes and slots 
therein for attachment of the other components hereof; 
a merchandise-holding section readily attachable to and 
detachable from said side frame members and a back 
member readily attachable to and detachable from said 
side frame members, said back member consisting of an 
X frame which is stressed in the assembled position, said 
X frame consisting of a plurality of parallel cross mem 
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4 
bers and a pair of angled side bars, said side bars being 
joined to said cross pieces in an area near the midpoints 
thereof and said cross pieces being joined on the same 
side of said cross pieces, one of said angled side bars 
being slightly shorter in length than the other of said 
side bar pair, said angled side bars having bent means 
at their ends for attachment to said tubular side frame 
members, said cross pieces in the assembled position of 
the display rack being in a plane parallel with the side 
frame members to which they are attached and said angled 
members in the assembled display rack being slightly 
?exed from said plane. 

2. The display rack as de?ned in claiml wherein the 
external walls thereof are formed of panel members. 

3. The display rack as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
side frame members are of trapezoidal shape. 

4. The display rack as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
side frame members are of rectangular shape. 

5. The display rack as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
side frame members are of trapezoidal shape and wherein 
the ?oor-directed face thereof in the assembled position 
is open. 

6. The display rack as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
side frame members are of rectangular shape and wherein 
the ?oor-directed face thereof in the assembled position 
is open. 
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