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This invention relates to a novel portable wiper for 
gauge rods, such as automobile dip sticks or rods. 
The primary object of the invention is the provision 

of an inexpensive, more practical, and more easily used 
and more compact device of the kind indicated, es 
pecially, but not exclusively devised for use by gasoline 
service station attendants, and the like, and adapted to 
be carried like a fountain pen, and which eliminates the 
expense of providing special paper or rags and of launder 
ing the rags, and which eliminates also accumulation of 
oil on the attendants’ hands and the transfer of oil there 
from or from oily rags, to Windshields and other parts of 
automobiles intended to be wiped clean. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

device of the character indicated above, which com 
prises an elongated, normally vertical container for oil 
wiped off gauge rods or sticks, the upper end of the con 
tainer being closed by a compressible and absorbent plug, 
which is formed with a closed slot, through which a 
gauge rod or stick is adapted to be passed, for wiping, 
the container being ?exible to provide for squeezing of 
the upper part thereof, at the ends of the slot, for opening 
the slot for reception of a rod or stick, and for emptying 
the container of oil accumulated therein, the container 
being provided with a pocket clip for easy carrying of 
the device when not in use. 

Other important objects and advantageous features of 
the invention will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for pur 
poses of illustration only, a speci?c form of the invention 
is set forth in detail. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a device of the 

present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged top plan view of said device 

showing the plug slot closed; 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical transverse section taken on 

the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a schematic perspective view showing 

the device being squeezed, the plug slot open, and a 
gauge rod or dip stick inserted through the slot; 
FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary horizontal section taken 

on the line 6——6 of FIGURE 5. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein like nu 

merals designate like parts throughout the several views, 
the illustrated device comprises an elongated cylindrical 
container 10, of ?exible and resilient material such as 
plastic, and preferably transparent to show the amount 
of oil accumulated in the container. The container has a 
sidewall 12, a bottom wall 14, and having an open upper 
end 16. At the upper end 16 the sidewall 12 has an 
upper internal annular head 18, which is preferably 
rounded, as shown in FIGURE 3, and which is spaced 
upwardly from a similar lower internal head 20 on the 
sidewall 12, so as to de?ne an annular seat 22, involving 
these beads and the intervening part of the sidewall, for 
a wiping plug 24. A pocket clip 26 is provided to enable 
carrying the device internally or externally on a pocket 
or other part of the attendant’s clothing. 
The plug 24 is a solid circular disc of resilient ab 

10 

15 

30 

50 

60 

65 

1 3,235,525 
Patented Sept. 14, 1965 

2 
sorbent material, such as felt or the like, which is larger 
in diameter than the openings of the beads 18 and 2t) 
and slightly thicker than the distance between the beads, 
so that when the plug is forced into the seat 22, the plug 
is under tension and has sealing engagement with the 
beads and the container sidewall 12 therebetween. 
The plug 24 is formed with a diametrical closed slot 

28, which is normally closed, as shown in FIGURE 2, to 
prevent escape of oil from the container 10. 

In order to use the device for wiping a gauge rod or 
dip-stick 30, the upper end of the container 10, and hence 
the plug 24, ‘are squeezed, at the ends of the plug slot 28, 
as shown in FIGURES 4 to 6, so that the slot is opened 
widely enough to enable the passage of the rod or stick 
therethrough and into the container below the plug 24, as 
indicated in FIGURES 4 and 6, whereupon the rod or 
stick is withdrawn upwardly. This wipes oil from the 
stick, as shown in FIGURE 3, which falls into the con 
tainer and accumulates at the bottom thereof, as indi 
cated at 0, so that when the stick is withdrawn from the 
device, the stick is clean and its gauge marks 32 are 
easily visible for a crankcase or oil storage tank level 
check. 

It is to be observed that the plug slot 28 closes im 
mediately upon withdrawal of the dip stick, so that oil 
accumulated in the container 10 cannot escape past the 
plug 24, and that the plug readily absorbs any oil spilled 
thereon in the act of inserting the stick through the plug 
slot 28, so that the exterior of the device remains clean 
and risk of soiling the attendant’s hands and clothing is 
eliminated. 
Although there has been shown and described a pre 

ferred form of the invention, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not necessarily con?ned thereto, and that 
any change or changes in the structure of and in the 
relative arrangements of components thereof are con 
templated as being within the scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable wiper for gauge rods, consisting of an 

elongated cylindrical container having a bottom wall, 
a sidewall, and an open upper end, said sidewall being 
flexible and resilient, vertically spaced internal annular 
beads on the sidewall adjacent said upper end, de?ning 
with the part of the sidewall between the beads an an 
nular seat, and a circular compressible and resilient alb 
sorbent plug forced into the seat under tension and in 
sealing contact with the beads and the sidewall, said 
plug having a normally closed diametrical slot adapted to 
be opened to pass a gauge rod into the container by 
squeezing the sidewall at the ends of the slot. 

2. A portable wiper for gauge rods consisting of an 
elongated container having an open end, a closed end, 
and a sidewall, a plug of resilient and absorbent material 
secured in place within the container adjacent to its open 
end, said pug being formed with a normally closed slot 
formed crosswise therein ‘and extending to the ends of the 
plug, said sidewall having a portion surrounding and en 
gaged with the plug which is resilient and ?exible and is 
adapted to be squeezed to open the plug slot to admit a 
gauge rod through the slot, said container sidewall at its 
open end having an outer internal annular bead and an 
inner internal annular bead on said side wall and spaced 
from the outer head, said plug being compressed and en 
gaged with the sidewall betwen the outer and inner beads. 

3. A portable wiper for gauge rods consisting of an 
elongated cylindrical container having a bottom wall, a 
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