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2 ‘Claims. (Cl. 273-127) 

This invention relates to improvements in ball games, 
and more particularly to improvements in ball games of 
the type usually associated with ?eld sports and the like. 

In many games, hockey in particular, the several var 
iants thereof, i.e. ice hockey, ?eld hockey and ?oor hockey 
all utilize vastly different equipment, especially with re 
gard to the sticks and the goals. 

In addition an essential member to the team is a goal 
keeper who is usually inactive for a greater part of the 
game but whose pro?ciency very seriously affects the 
result of the game, regardless of the skill of the other 
members of the team. Thus an extremely good team 
may consistently lose games due to the ineptness of the 
goal keeper and, conversely, a mediocre team may win 
or draw games purely on the merit of the goal keeper. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide a ball game in which identical good means may 
be utilized regardless of whether the game is played on 
ice, in the ?eld, or in a gymnasium or the like. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a ball 
game apparatus for use in a game in which the scoring 
of a goal depends on the skill of the attacking players 
and not on that of the goal keeper. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 
game apparatus so that a game may be played in which 
all the team members take an active part in the game 
at all times, particularly the player who would normally 
act as goal keeper, who may now play out with the other 
players. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a game 

apparatus having alternative type goals in order to allow 
for the varying stages of skill of the players, in other 
words schools and minor league teams may have a goal 
requiring less skill to score than those supplied for major 
league teams. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a goal 
means in which a game played therewith may be played 
to any suitable rules for any conventional game, most 
particularly the various types of hockey. 

These and other objects and features of the invention 
will become apparent when the following description is 
read in conjunction with the drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded, part cut away perspective view 

of the goal assembly of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the back board illustrated in 

FIG. 1 shown in its ?at state prior to being assembled 
to the base board thereof. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the back board pre 
viously illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, shown in its folded 
state, ready for transportation. 
FIG. 4 is an alternative design of back board to that 

shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, shown in perspective. 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the back board illustrated 

in FIG. 4 shown in its ?attened state. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the back board illus 

trated in FIGS. 4 and 5 shown in a folded state ready 
for transportation. 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of a playing ?eld showing the 
goal assembly of the present invention. 

Referring to FIG. 1 a goal assembly 20 embodied in 
the present invention comprising a- base plate 21, a back 
board 22 and a back net 23. 

Base plate 21 comprises a flat rectangular block 24, 
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the front end of which is ?ared outwardly and down 
wardly in an arcuate con?guration to form a ramp 26. 
A plurality of large holes 27 may be formed verti 

cally through base plate 21 ,each preferably having a 
tapered upper rim 28 adapted to guide a projectile into’ 
hole 27. 
A plurality of dowel holes 29 are also formed verti 

cally through base plate 21 in a predetermined pattern 
and are adapted to slidably accommodate a similar plu 
rality of dowel pegs 30 which depend from the lower edge 
31 of back board 22. ' 

Referring also to FIG. 2, back board 22 comprises 
a series of elongated rectangular walls 32 juxtaposed 
in edge to' edge relationship ‘and joined by a plurality 
of hinges 33, said hinges 33 being arranged in alternate 
sets of four, as illustrated, to permit back board 22 to 
be given a W formation and, in this instance, one of 
said walls 32 is adapted to form the apex and two of 
said walls 32 form back walls at the juncture of the other 
side walls 34 and their respective inner side walls 35 
forming the W con?guration of back board 22 as shown 
in FIG. 1. A plurality of substantially semi-circular cut 
outs 36 are formed in the lower edge 31 of back board 
22 and are of sutiicient size to permit a projectile to pass 
therethrough. ' 

FIG. 3 shows back board 22 folded in a suitable con— 
?guration for carrying, the outside walls 34 forming the 
wings of the W are folded hard against the apex wall, 
while the two back walls have been moved into close 
adjacency with each other. 

It will be obvious from the drawings that dowel holes 
29 are so positioned that upon dowel pegs 30 of back 
board 22 being inserted therein the W formation of back 
board 22 will be automatically assumed. Also from FIG. 
1 it will be seen that a cut-out 36 is formed substantially 
centrally in each outside wall 34 and in each inner wall 
35 and also in the back walls adjoining them. 

Thus, a ball driven onto goal assembly 20 may be 
trapped in one of the holes 27 in base plate 21 or, 
upon entering either of the two compartments de?ned 
by the pairs of outside and inside walls 34 and 35 re 
spectively of back board 22 may, if su?iciently well aimed, 
pass through back board 22 via a cut out 36 to be ?nally 
arrested by back net 23. 
Back net 23 as illustrated in FIG. 1 may be of any 

conventional type of mesh su?iciently small to prevent 
any balls passing therethrough which may be driven 
through back board 22. It is preferably straight, stretch 
ing at least the width of base plate 21 and located to 
the rear and parallel therewith, being supported by a 
pair of end posts 37—-37. 
From the foregoing description it will be obvious that 

back board 22 may be utilized in conjunction with base 
plate 21 or, if so desired, base plate 21 may be dis 
pensed with, especially in a ?eld game and the dowels 
30 stuck into the ground to hold back board 22 in the 
W con?guration. 

Referring to FIGS. 4, 5 and 6, an alternative back 
board 50 to that illustrated in FIG. 1 is shown and 
comprises four plates 51 in edge to edge adjacency joined 
by hinges 52 to permit them to be folded in a W forma 
tion. Unlike the previously described back board 22 
however, there are no cut outs or holes through back 
board 50 and it must necessarily be used in conjunction 
with base plate 21. A plurality of dowel pegs 53 ex 
tend downwardly from the lower edge 54 of back board 
50 and these are adapted to slidably engage in dowel 
holes 29 in base plate 21 to hold back board 50 in the 
desired conformation as depicted in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 illustrates back board 50 folded ?atly and 
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secured by a strap 55 or the like for ease of transporta 
tion or storage. ' 

A game played with the apparatus herein described 
upon, for example, a pitch marked out as in FIG. 7 may 
have rules similar to that of a hockey game, there being no 
requirement for a goal keeper per se., the scoring of 
points through goals 20 being purely a matter of skill 
on the part of the players. Upon utilizing back board 
22, points may be scored for driving the ball through 
cut outs 36 as well as for sinking the ball in one of the 
holes 27, while upon replacing back boards 22 with back 
boards 50, the only means of scoring is to sink the ball 
in a hole 27, thereby making scoring much more di?icult. 
As previously stated, this game apparatus may be 

used under any standard conditions, the rules, of course, 
being changed if necessary to suit the nature of the 
pitch. 
The embodiments of this invention in which an ex 

clusive property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as 
follows: 

1. Goal means including a back board and a base 
plate; said base plate having holes formed vertically 
therethrough for the reception of a projectile and dowel 
holes therein, the forward edge of said base plate being 
?ared downwardly and outwardly to form a ramp; dowel 
pins extending downwardly from the lower edge of said 
back board, said dowel pins registering with said dowel 
holes to retain said back board vertically, said back board 
being comprised of a plurality of walls, each of said walls 
being hingeably secured to the adjacent wall along the 
contiguous edges thereof to be retained in a W con 
formation, two of said walls providing back walls, four 
of said walls providing side walls de?ning two entrances 

4 
to said goal means, one of said walls providing an apex 
wall retaining said entrances in spaced apart relationship, 
and said side walls and said back walls having cutouts 
at the lower edges thereof whereby said projectile may 
be propelled through any one of said cut-outs. 

2. Goal means as de?ned in claim 1 including a back 
net extending across the rear of said back board and 
spaced apart therefrom, said net being of su?iciently 

- small mesh size to prevent said projectile passing there 
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through, and means supporting said net in a substantially 
vertical plane. 
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