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1 Claim. (Cl. 211-75) 

This invention relates generally to ?re ?ghting appa 
ratus, and more particularly to supports for air bottles and 
face masks that will permit rapid attachment to the op 
erator in preparation for instant use. ' 
One of the main objects of the invention is to provide a 

special bracket support for conventional self-contained 
breathing apparatus, so that it may be quickly demounted 
and attachced to the operator’s back for instant use. 

Air bottle and face mask equipment, including shoulder 
harness, are well known and commonly used throughout 
the country as ?re ?ghting apparatus. They are used on 
motor-driven ?re apparatuses well as in commercial and 
industrial installations. The operation of these well 
known devices is not changed by the present invention, 
but the speed of use and simplicity of operator attachment 
has been changed entirely. . . r 

The fundamental idea of the present invention is in the 
special bracket support for the air equipment that permits 
the operator to back into the device, quickly engage the 
shoulder straps, adjust the face mask, and then instantly 
release the apparatus from its demountable support for 

This is not a matter of releasing air equip~~v instant use. 
ment from a container or otherwise. The idea is to sup 
port self-contained breathing apparatus for rapid, almost 
instant, operator attachment and demountability ready for 
?re ?ghting use. 
Another object of the invention is to attach the special 

brackets to the seats of motor-driven ?re apparatus, so 
that the ?remen are fully prepared before the ?re is 
reached. 
Yet another object of the invention is to support the 

special brackets on the wals of buildings of any kind so 
that they support the conventional air equipment for quick 
operator attachment and instant demountable release. 

Still another object of the invention is to demountably 
support and secure air equipment for rapid attachment to 
the operator’s back and instant release in useable position. 
A further object of the invention lies in the demountable 

connecting means for the bottle and the adjustability to 
take care of varying situations such as size, method of in 
stallation, or the like. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon consideration of the following detailed description of 
the preferred embodiment thereof; reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view partially cut away, 

showing the device installed on a conventional ?re rig; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged sectional view of the device 

of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—3 of 

FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is an elevational view showing a modi?ca 

tion of the demountable support for the air bottle; 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—-5 

of FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a partial front elevational view, showing 

one form of bracket base for use with two additional 
bottles; 
FIGURE 7 is a partial front elevational view showing 

a modi?cation of the bracket for use with one air bottle; 
FIGURE 8 is a perspective view showing the apparatus 

housed and installed for industrial use; 
FIGURE 9 is a side elevational view partially cut away 
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2 
showing a modi?cation of the device for preferred use in 
commercial installations; 
FIGURE’ 10 is a plan view from above, of FIGURE 9; 
FIGURE 11-‘ is a'sectional view taken on line 11-11 of 

FIGURE 9'; ' Y 

FIGURElZ is a view taken on the line 12—12 of FIG 
URE 9; . , .. 

FIGURE 13 is a plan view from above of a modi?ed 
bottle release; _ - ' 

FIGURE 14 'is an enlarged partial view of the attach 
ment member'of FIGURE 13; and 
FIG. 15 is a side View from the right of FIG. 13 with 

hooks 100 and‘the eyes omitted.v 
~ Before referring speci?cally to the drawings, it is be 
lieved advisable to point out that two types of quick de 
mountable and'rapid attachment apparatus for air equip 
ment, has been disclosed in the drawings. FIGURES 1 
through ,7 show a preferred embodiment of the invention 
as applied to a conventional ?re rig. FIGURES 8 through 
15 show a preferred embodiment of the invention as ap 
plied to industrial installations. However, the basic'fea 
tures of both embodiments are the same, and they could be 
interchanged with minor adjustments. Furthenthe struc 
ture of the brackets could be changed as to shape and 
form as long as the fundamental features are retained. 

Generally speaking, with respect to the novel air equip 
ment support, it is essential that the device be constructed 
vto contain at least three forms of air bottle apparaus, 
mask and harness. As stated, before, these devices are con 
ventional, and are purchased from well-known manu 
facturers. The disclosure of FIGURES 1 through 7 shows 
the special bracket integrally attached to a conventional 
?re rig. The support becomes the back for the ?reman’s 
seat. The air bottle is demountably contained in the 
bracket in back-attaching position. An upper quick-re 
lease means of conventional type for the bottle permits the 
operator to quickly shoulder the equipment straps and re 
lease the bottle for instant use. 
The disclosure of FIGURES 8 through 15 is substan 

tially the same. The operator opens the housing of FIG 
URE 8, backs into the harness straps, releases a similar 
upper bottle release member, and with the face mask in 
place is ready for any ?re?ghting condition-s. 

Referring speci?cally to FIGURES 1 through 3, a con 
ventional motor-driven ?re ?ghting vehicle or rig is gen 
erally referred to as F. The rig F is usually provided 
with dual seats S, one of which is shown in FIGURE 1. 
The hacks for the seats have been removed, and appli 
cant’s support mechanism substituted therefor. A pair of 
parallel disposed upwardly extending arms 20 are con 
nected at their upper ends by a curved bottle receiving 
strip 22. Intermediate, dual, rearwardly extending metal 
strips 24 welded to the arms 20 have slotted and bolted 
adjustable connections 26 with strips 28 secured at 29 to 
the body of the rig F. Extending inwardly from the arms 
20 are a pair of inwardly tipped angle irons 30, which pro 
vide the lower support for depending strip 31 attached to 
the harness for the bottle 0. The lower ends of the arms 
20 may extend parallel to the ?oor of the rig F and be 
secured thereto at 32 as shown in FIGURE 7, to house 
a single extra air bottle 0 on ‘supports 34, or they may be 
bent inwardly into a single extension 36 secured at 38 in 
order to support dual extra bottles 0 handy for quick use. 
The lower ends of the arms 20 are made vertically ad 
justable as indicated at 40. 

In FIGURES 4 through 7, the lower bracket support for 
the bottle 0 has been changed slightly to accommodate 
a certain type of air bottle equipment. In this instance, 
a crosspiece 42 has an inwardly extending tongue 44 upon 
which a small cup or sleeve 46 is welded to receive the 
lower end of the bottle 0. An upper ?exible strap 48 
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is connected at 50 to one of the arms and has a manually 
releasable clamping connection 52 with the opposed up 
per end of arm 20. The conventional bottle connection 
54 with the strip and harness 58 and face mask 60 are 
shown ‘in useful position in FIGURE 1. 

' Valuable time is ‘saved by having the air equipment sup 
ported at all times for quick attachment to the operator 
and instant release for the physical ?re ?ghting action. 

In FIGURES 8 through 15, the novelw-selpf-vcontained 
breathing apparatus support has been modi?ed for com 
mercial or industrial use but the elements'are- basically the 
same. A box-like housing 62 having split hinged covers 
64 suitably covers and protects the conventional; air equip 
ment again referred to as O. The’support is somewhat 
diiferent. ‘ An upright support is formed by an upper 
outer tubular member 65'and an inner ‘and lower tubular 
portion 66. These members are adjustably associated'by 
means of a tightening screw 68, and‘ the lower endv portion 
66 is pivotally connected at 78 to a plate '72 securedjto the 
lower edge of the housing 62. ' ' v - Y I 1 '~ 1" 

A clamp 76 bolted at 78 to the support 64‘ has diagonal 
ly extending, adjustable connections :80‘ with‘dual strips 
82 secured at 84 to the housing 64. A curvedfbottle‘re 
ceiving bracket 86 is welded to the upper-end-of the tube 
64. An inwardly extending tongue 88-welded to the tube 
64 at 90 has a bottle receiving cup or sleeve 92>welded 
thereto at 94. The curved bracket‘ 86 has aclamp-type 
?exible bottle receiving strap'96 secured thereto asshown 
in FIGURE 10. In FIGURE '13, however,‘ an upwardly 
releasable bottle securing member 98 is-shown connected 
to the bracket 86 by- dual spring held hooks‘ 190, ' 
The operation of the device, whether attached‘ to a ?re 

rig or to an industrial Wall, is'substantially the same. ‘The 
operator backs into the support'and self-contained breath 
ing apparatus. ‘ He engages the shoulder straps, adjusts the 
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face mask, and reaches to release the upper end of the de 
mountable bottle. He is almost instantly ready for action 
in a manner never heretofore accomplished. 

While we have shown and described in considerable de 
tail what we believe to be thei preferred form of our inven 
tiorn, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
various changes in the shape and arrangement of the 
several parts may be made without departing from the 
broad scope of the invention as de?ned in the following 
claim. . . . I 

We claim: 
Fire-?ghting equipment for ?re trucks, comprising: 
a back rest comprising andincluding; 
inwardly projecting intermediate back rest brackets 

' adapted to receive the downwardly extending neck of 
an’ oxygen‘ bottle in ‘releaseable‘ manner; 

back rest' bands v'for‘ sustaining the bottle in substan 
> ‘tially vertical position ‘against said back; and 
manually quick-release means ‘attached to the upper end 
of said'back‘rest and adapted to surround the bottle. 
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