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The invention relates to a book-end of the kind that 
is made to engage displaceably in grooves provided op 
posite each other on the underside of a steel shelf, The 
book-end has two elongated guide members that engage 
the grooves and a portion that projects downwards to sup 
port a book on a shelf mounted underneath. 

Book-ends of the kind described are known, where the 
downwardly projecting supporting part is formed as a 
relatively stiff looped spring band that maintains the 
guide members tightly pressed into the grooves. When 
such a book-end is to be moved it is necessary to slightly. 
compress the looped spring band so that said pressure into 
the grooves is relieved because frictional resistance against 
displacement would otherwise be too great. This method » 
of operation is difficult and is unpractical because a book 
cannot be close to the looped band when the latter is 
pressed tgether. Therefore it is di?icult to adjust the 
book-end in relation to the books that are to be sup‘ 
ported. If the looped band’s spring force is not great 
the book-end will not be held sufficiently in the grooves 
but is liable to assume an unwanted tilted position. 
The object of the invention is to provide a book-end, oi 

the kind described, where an easy and practical method 
of operation is obtained. This is obtained, according to 
the invention, by providing guide members which have 
a length that is approximately a third of the distance be 
tween the grooves on the underside of the steel shelf. 
If pressure for displacement is applied to the book-end 
in the proximity of the grooves, i.e., just under the shelf, 
there will be no tendency to self-locking owing to the 
aforementioned proportions of the guide members and 
the spacing between the grooves. A lateral pressure 
applied to the lower portion of the book-end which pro 
jects downward, on the other hand, will result in self 
locking or at least in a considerable frictional resistance 
against displacement of the guide members in the grooves. 
It is thus achieved that lateral pressure from books that 
are on a lower shelf will not displace the book-end, but 
it is easy to displace the book-end by applying lateral 
pressure on the book~end at a level higher than the books 
(in the proximity of the grooves). 
Each of the guide members may have two rollers which 

have vertical axes and are placed at the ends of the 
guide members. 
end will be particularly easy to carry out without an in 
crease in the tendency of the lateral pressure of the books 
to displace the book-end, because this pressure will re 
suit in the rollers tilting in such a way that they will not 
have any tendency to roll. 

Preferred embodiments of the invention are shown in 
the accompanying drawings in which 
FIG. 1 is a sectional view of a steel shelf with a book 

end; 
FIG. 2 a plan view of the book-end of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a plan view similar to that of FIG. 2 of an 

alternative embodiment. 
In FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawing numeral 1 designates‘ 

a steel shelf that at the front and back has portions 2 
and 3 that form two opposing grooves. For a better illus 
tration of the operation of the book-end according to the 
invention, a second shelf la is shown at some distance 
underneath shelf 1, with a book or other article, desig 
nated 20, standing thereon. 

In the two grooves are placed guide members for a 
book-end that has a looped spring band 4 at whose ends 
cross pieces 5 and 6 are secured, each bearing two rollers, 

Hereby the displacement of the book- U 
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respectively 7, 8 and 9, it) that are disc-like and can rotate 
about vertical axes. Band 4 touches the book 2%} with 
parts of its almost vertical side portions and with its sub 
stantially horizontal lowermost loop portion. 

It should be noted that the downwardly extending 
limbs of band 4 are almost perpendicular to the surfaces 
of shelves 1, 1a. Particularly at the front of shelf 1 
(that is, the left-hand side of FIG. 1), the band 4 is thus 
in close proximity to the portion 2 in which the rollers 
7, 8 of cross piece 5 are slidable. Manipulation of 
the book-end is, therefore, both easy and efficient from 
the front side of the book-shelf. 
The rollers may be made of plastic, e.g. Bakelite. These 

rollers constitute the book-end’s guide members and are 
pressed resiliently into said grooves on the underside of 
the shelf. Lateral pressure on the looped band 4 in the 
proximity of the shelf 1 will cause the rollers 7-10 to 
roll or slide in the grooves. Lateral pressure on the low 
ermost portion of the looped band 4 will cause the rollers 
‘7-16 and the cross pieces 5 and 6 to be pressed into an 
inclined position in the grooves in such a way that a very 
considerable frictional resistance against displacement 
will result, or complete self~locl<ing will set in. 
The invention also relates to a variant, shown in FIG. 

3, in which the cross bar 6 is omitted and in which the 
flat disc-shaped roller d is rotatably seated on the end of 
a looped band 4a similar to band 4 of FIGS. 1 and 2. 
In this case it is advantageous that the distance between 
the axes of the rollers 7 and 8 on the cross bar 5 be 
relatively great, e.g. 40% of the distance between a line 
connecting the centers of the two rollers '7, {i and the axis 
of the roller 9 at the opposite end of the looped band 4a. 
What I claim is: 
1. A book-end adapted to engage displaceably in 

grooves provided opposite each other on the underside 
of a ?rst book~shelf, comprising at least one elongated, 
substantially flat guide member engaging in one of said 
grooves, and a downwardly projecting portion rigid with 
said guide member to support a book or the like on a 
second shelf mounted underneath, said projecting por 
tion being in close proximity to one of said grooves on 
at least the frontal side of said ?rst shelf, said guide mem 
ber having a length that is between 30% and 40% of 
the distance between said grooves, so that lateral pressure 
applied to said projecting portion in a direction perpen 
dicular to a line connecting said grooves, and applied just 
under said ?rst shelf, will Cause lateral sliding displace 
ment of the book~end without ‘turning about a vertical 
axis, while similar pressure applied at the bottom of said 
projecting portion, in the proximity of said second shelf, 
will not cause lateral displacement thereof owing to ex 
cessive friction encountered between said guide member 
and the associated groove. 

2. A book-end for displacement along the under side 
of a ?rst upper shelf forming part of a book-shelf which 
also includes a second lower shelf, said ?rst shelf com 
prising a pair of marginal rail portions therealong in 
spaced relationship, said b0ok~end comprising, in com 
bination, a pair of guide members having marginal por 
tions for sliding engagement with respective ones of said 
marginal rail portions, at least one of said guide members 
being elongated and substantially ?at, and a downwardly 
projecting elastic portion for supporting books on said 
second shelf and biasing respective pairs of said marginal 
rail portions and said marginal portions into frictional 
engagement with one another, at least one of said guide 
members having a length that is at least a third of the 
distance between said marginal rail portions, so that lat 
eral pressure applied to said projecting portion in the 
vicinity of said ?rst shelf will allow the book-end to be 
displaced along said marginal rail portions without turning 
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about a vertical axis While similar pressure applied to said 
projecting portion in the vicinity of said second shelf will 
tend to produce self-locking between at least one pair of 
said marginal rail portions and said marginal portions. 

3. A book-end according to claim 2, further c-ornpris 
ing at least one roller for at least one of said guide mem 
bers, said roller having an axis substantially perpendicular 
to said shelves and being secured to the end of a respec 
tive marginal portion. 

4. A book-end adapted to engage displaceably in 
grooves provided opposite each other on the underside 
of a steel book shelf, comprising an elongated guide mem 
ber engaging in each of said grooves, a downwardly pro 
jecting portion to support a book on a shelf mounted un 
derneath, and at least one roller for at least one of said 
guide members, said rollers having vertical axes and 
being secured to end portions of the respective guide 
‘members. 

5. A book-end comprising a looped spring band, a 
cross bar fastened to said band at each end thereof and 
extending to both sides of said band in a direction at 
right angles to that of said band, a pivot at each end of 
said cross bars, the axes of said pivots being at right 
angles to the planes determined by the respective cross 
bars, and a ?at disc-shaped roller on each of said pivots, 
the edges of said rollers extending outwardly beyond the 
respective cross bars, and Wherein the distance between 
first pivots on one cross bar is at least One third of the 
distance between a ?rst line connecting said ?rst pivots 
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and a second line connecting second pivots on the other 
cross bar. 

6. A book-end comprising a looped spring band, a 
cross bar fastened to one end of said band and extending 
to both sides of said band in a direction at right angles 
to that of said band, a pivot at each end of said cross 
bar, the axes of said pivots being at right angles to the 
plane determined by said cross bar and the other end of 
said band, a ?rst ?at disc-shaped roller on each of said 
pivots, the edges of said rollers extending outwardly be 
yond said cross bar in a direction away from said other 
end of the band, a solitary pivot on said other end, the 
axis of said solitary pivot being substantially parallel to 
said axes of the pivots on said cross bar, and a second ?at 
roller on said solitary pivot, the edge of said second roller 
extending outwardly beyond said other end of the band 
in a direction away from said cross bar, and wherein the 
distance between said pivots is between one third and four 
tenths of the distance between a line connecting said 
pivots and said solitary pivot. 
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