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This invention relates to amusement devices and par 
ticularly to that type of device wherein persons positioned ‘ 
at opposite'ends of the device‘may alternately, by jump 
ing on their respective end of the device, propel each other 
into the air. 

There are many types of amusement devices of the 
teeter-totter type whereon children amuse themselves by 
rocking upwardly and downwardly. However, such rock- l 
ing devices are enjoyed, for the most part, by very young 
children. The present invention contemplates an amuse 
ment device which can simply'and safely be enjoyed by 
young children but provides suiiicient challenge and ex 
citement to be enjoyed by older children, teenagers, and “’ 
even adults. 
The present invention, as compared to ordinary teeter 

totters wherein the children must be of approximately the 
same weight, works well when used by persons of greatly 
differing weights as well as when used by persons of equal 
weight. 
The principal object, therefore, of the present inven 

tion is the provision of an amusement device, of the char 
acter described herein, which is suitable for and can be 
enjoyed by persons ranging from grammar school age to 
adulthood. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

simply yet sturdily constructed one piece amusement de 
vice which can be utilized either indoors or outdoors. 
Another object is the provision of such an amusement 

device which can be utilized by persons differing from 
each other greatly in weight. 

Other objects and advantageous characteristics of the 
invention will be apparent from the following disclosure 
and accompanying drawings which show the preferred 
embodiment of the invention. In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the preferred em 

bodiment of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the embodi 

ment of FIGURE 1; and ‘ 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of one alternate em 

bodiment utilizing the same general principles but ,di?er 
ing in structural details from the device shown in FIG 
URE 1. 

Referring now to vFIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawings, 
it is seen that the device comprises spaced platforms it} 
suitably secured as ‘by bolting or riveting, if the platforms 
be of wood, or by welding if the platforms be of metal, 
to an elongated frame indicated generally at ‘12. The 
platforms are supported upon spaced longitudinal mem 
bers l4 and 16 in such ‘a manner that they are axially 
alined and substantially coplanar. The longitudinal mem 
bers 14 and 16 may be braced by end cross members 
13 and 2t) and by a centrally located member 29. The ,_. 
longitudinal members are secured, preferably by weld 
ing, to a pair of spaced support members 22 and 24 and 
the members ‘on respective sides of the device may be 
braced by means of a plurality of interconnecting struts 
26. 1it may also be desirable to provide tension mem 
bers 28 diverging downwardly from approximately the 
center of the longitudinal members to the point of inter 
section of the respective support member and the outer 
struts. 
The support members 22 and 24 are substantially cur 

vilinear and preferably arcuate in form as shown at 3b 
for a major portion of their length and may be provided 
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at the ends with a straight portion 32. The purpose of 
the straight portions 32 is to provide a stop means for 
determining the limits of motion in either direction and 
to lend stability at extreme points of the action of the, 
device. 'In other words, when one person has jumped on 
his vplatform and propelled the other person into the air, 
the device preferably will come to rest on the straight 
portions at one end of the support and thereby ensure a 
stationary platform for the propelled person to land on 
and to in turn propel the ?rst jumper into the air. In 
order to facilitate the jumping action and to prevent slip 
ping, the surfaces 34 of each platform 10 may be rough 
ened, corrugated, or provided with a plurality of spaced 
pads of a rough material so that friction will be provided 
for the jumpers feet. 

It has been found that certain approximate proportions 
in the dimensions "are essential for optimum performance 
of the device. Thus the radius of the arcuate portion 389 
of the support members is preferably about twice the, 
length of the device. Also, the height of the‘ device is 
preferably about one tenth of the length but may be in 
the range of about one sixth to about one ?fteenth of 
the length. With regard to the position of the platforms, 
it should be noted that it is essential that they be at least 
approximately coplanar ‘and for this reason, in the pre 
ferred embodiment, are mounted directly on the hori 
zontally disposed longitudinal members 14 and 16. 
FIGURE 3 discloses one alternate form of construc 

tion wherein spaced support members of wood, plastic 
or aluminum, carry platforms 42 and are interconnected 
by one or more cross braces Aid. In the embodiment of 
FIGURE 3, the top surface of each support member 48 
is horizontally disposed ‘while the bottom surface is cur 
vilinear or arcuate except for straight portions at each 
end. The contour and proportions of the embodiment of 
FIGURE 3, therefore, are the same as in the embodi 
ment of FIGURE 1. It is only the type of construction 
with regard to material which is different. 

‘It is seen, therefore, that there has been provided a 
unique amusement device, which might also ‘be called an 

, exerciser or a toy, suitable for adults as well as children 
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and which requires only a little skill and coordination to 
operate. Because it is operated by alternate jumping of 
two players whereby each of them is also alternately pro 
pelled into the air, it is more stimulating and exciting 
than ordinary rocking devices. Because of the‘leverage 
of approximately ?ve to one when either end of the de 
vice is rest-ing on adjacent straight portions of the curvi 
linear or convex support members, as for example when 
one person is standing on a platform and the second per 
son is in the act of jumping onto the other platform, the 
device may be utilized by players of the same or of great 
ly di?ering weight. 

I claim: 
1. An amusement device comprising a pair of spaced, 

longitudinally extending frame members, a support mem 
ber associated with each of said frame members, said sup 
port members being secured at their ends to the ends of 
the corresponding frame members and being spaced from 
the frame members centrally thereof, each of said sup 
port members being straight from the points of connec 
tion for a distance of approximately one-?fth of the 
length of the frame members and having the straight pori 
tions interconnected by an arcuate portion having a radius 
of approximately two times the length of the frame mem 
bers, a plurality of struts interconnecting the frame mem 
bers to the associated support members, a pair of tension 
members connected to each frame member centrally 
thereof and diverging endwardly and downwardly toward 
the associated support member and secured thereto, and 
a pair of platforms at opposite ends of said device span 
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ning and ‘secured to said frame members, said platforms 
being coplanar, said device having an overall height of 
not more than about one-ninth of the overall length of 
the frame members so that when the straight l‘portions of 
the support members engage a supporting surface, the 
user is projected substantially vertically. 

2. A'jumping 'boardcomprising: spaced, generally par, 
allel, horizontally disposed members, eachof said mem 
bers having a generally convex lower supporting surface 
terminating at either end in a straight portion, and a 
platform at each end of said device interconnecting said 
members and secured thereto, said device having a length 
to height ratio of at least nine to one, and being so related 
to thecurvatureof said convex supporting surface and to 
the angular relation ‘of, said straight portionyof said plat 
form as to cause said platform to ‘be disposed at an angle 
to the horizontal when said straight portion engages a 
supporting surface as to project the user substantially 
vertically.' 

3. An amusement device for two persons comprising 
individual platforms for supportingly receiving the feet 
of each person, said platforms :beingsubstantially co 
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planar and horizontally disposed, generally convex plat 
form support means accommodating alternate upward 
and downward movement of said platforms, means for 
determining the extent of said movement, said device hav 
ing a length to height ratio of more than nine to one and 
being so related to the curvatureof said convex surface 
and to the angular relation of said movement determin 
ing means and said platform as to cause said platform 
to be disposed at an angle to the horizontal so as to pro 
ject the user substantially vertically when said movement 
determining means engages a supporting surface. 
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