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sonville, Fla; and C Gordon Anderson, 1415 Sevilla 
Ave, Coral Gables, Fla. 

Filed Apr. 14, 1964, ‘Ser. No. 359,670 
5 Claims. (Cl. 214-515) 

This invention relates to a loading and unloading de 
vice for securing truck trailers upon carrying vehicles. 
The device of this invention may be utilized in connection 
with the securing support for truck trailers which is dis 
closed in a c0~pending application. The device of this 
invention and the securing support are also utilized in con 
nection with the method of loading, unloading and secur 
ing truck trailers upon carrying vehicles which is disclosed 
in still another co-pending application. Still another co 
pending application including structure disclosed and not 
claimed in this application is entitled Securing Device for 
Truck Trailers Upon Ships. The co-pending applications 
disclosing structure which is not speci?cally claimed in this 
application are entitled Securing Support for Truck 
Trailers, Serial No. 359,747, ?led Apr. 14, 1964; Method 
of Loading, Unloading and Securing Truck Trailers Upon 
Carrying Vehicles, Serial No. 354,972, ?led Mar. 26, 1964; 
and Securing Device for Truck Trailers Upon Ships, Serial 
No. 359,746, filed Apr. 14, 1964. The instant application 
and the claims thereof are directed speci?cally to the de 
vice claimed in this application. 
When the loading and unloading device of this inven 

tlon, as will be set forth subsequently in this speci?cation, 
is utilized in connection with the structures and methods 
described in the co-pending applications, the combination 
provides a simple, foolproof and inexpensive method of 
transporting goods. 
As is well-known by those skilled in this art, including 

the reader of this speci?cation, transportation of manu 
factured goods has become almost exclusively the province 
of truck trailers. In order to properly take advantage of 
other means of bulk transport such as railway cars and 
ships it has become standard practice to “piggy-back” truck 
trailers on railway ?at cars or “?shy-back” truck trailers 
upon ships. The truck trailers are loaded on the supple 
mentary vehicle, carried close to their ultimate destination 
by bulk transport such as a railway train or a ship, and 
thereafter are separately driven to their ultimate destina 
tions. 

In loading and unloading such truck trailers conven 
tional practice has been to haul the trailer by tractor to its 
location on the railway car or ship, thereafter raise the 
tractor so as to lift the trailer above its usual height, crank 
down the “landing gear” and then remove the tractor. In 
unloading the trailer the tractor is raised to the height of 
the trailer assumed by the position of the 1Zll'lG‘l.,__ \e-ar, the 
tractor is attached to the trailer, the landing gear ‘is moved 
upwardly so as to clear the ground, and the tractor pulls 
the trailer to its new location. 

In the utilization of this conventional method shippers 
have found a large number of claims for damaged goods 
accruing, The “landing gear” of a trailer are relatively 
weal: and the jolting of the auxiliary vehicle causes the 
landing gear, in many cases, to collapse. Shippers have 
attempted to avoid this di?iculty by utilizing auxiliary sup 
ports underneath the forward portion of the truck trailer. 
Mounting of these auxiliary supports has been a difficult 
and dangerous job which has caused injury to a number 
of transportation workers. 
By utilizing the device claimed in this speci?cation to 

gether with the other equipment claimed in the co-pending 
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applications all of the prior di?culties are obviated. The 
device of this invention permits the support disclosed in 
the copending application to be quickly and easily at 
tached to the truck trailer. The support and trailer com 
bination can then ‘be hauled by the device to the position 
that the trailer is to assume on the carrying vehicle. The 
device of this invention can then be removed and the sup 
port left in position during the journey. At this point the 
support acts to protect the goods within the trailer from 
damage and prevents untoward movement of such trailer. 
When the carrying vehicle reaches the end of its journey 
the support can be quickly and easily removed utilizing 
the device of this invention and the trailer hauled to its 
ultimate destination by the normal tractor. 
The above constitutes a brief description of the instant 

, invention and some of the advantages thereof. Other 0'0 
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jects and advantages will become apparent to the reader ‘of 
this speci?cation as the description proceeds. 
The invention will nowbe described by reference to the 

accompanying drawings which are made a part of this ‘ 
speci?cation‘ and which represent the best mode known 
to the inventors of taking advantage of their invention. 

FiG. 1 is a fragmentary side view of alportion of the 
loading and unloading device of this invention for securing 
truck trailers upon carrying vehicles. ‘ 

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the device shown in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a portion of the device 

shown in FIG. 1 with the securing support of this inven~ 
tion disposed above the elevatable support member of the 
device shown in FIG. 1. In this ?gure the slidably mov 
able securing member and the openings adapted to accom~ 
modate holding supports have been removed for clarity 
of illustration. 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the support device. In this view 

the support device is shown in its secured position upon 
a carrying vehicle. The holding supponts utilized to secure 
the support device to the carrying vehicle are also shown. 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary detail view, on an enlarged , 
scale, of the manner in which one type of holding support 
may be secured to the support device. 

‘FIG. 6 is a detail sectional view, on the same scale as 
that of FIG. 5, taken along lines 6-45 of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a front view of the support device also shown 
in secured position on a carrying vehicle with the holding 
supports utilized in connection therewith in position. 
FIG. 8 is a plan view of one form of means which may 

be utilized to secure one end of the holding supports t0 
the carrying vehicle. 

‘FIG. 9 is a sectional View taken along lines 9-9 of 
FIG. 8. 

‘FIG. 10 is a front view, on a slightly enlarged scale, 
of the support device. , In this ?gure the slidably movable 
securing member which is adapted to secure the kingpin 
of a truck trailer in position on the device is shown in en 
gaged position. 
FIG. 11 is a sectional view of the device shown inFIG. 

10 taken along lines 11-11 of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12 is a fragmentary side view of the form of de 

vice shown in FIG. 10. 
FIG. 13 is a sectional view of the form of device shown 

in FIG. 10 taken along‘ lines 13-—13 of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 14 is a detail plan view, on an enlarged scale, of 

the slidably movable securing member, the arm member 
and the stop means thereupon which is utilized upon the 
support device. ‘ . 

FIG. 15 is a side view, on the same scale as that of 
FIG. 14 and of the structure shown in FIG. 14. 

FIG. 16 is a sectional view of the structure shown in 
FIG. 15 taken along lines 16-16 of FIG. 15. 
FIG. 17 is a side detail view, on an enlarged scale, of 

the ‘block member of the support device. 
FIG. 18 is a bottom plan view, on the same scale as 
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that of FIG. 17, of the bloc" member of the support de 
vice. 

PBS. 19 is a front view of the block member of the sup 
port device on the same scale as that of FIGS. 17 and 18. 

FIG. 20 is a detail plan view showing the manner in 
which the slidably movable securing member demount 
ably retains the kingpin of a truck trailer in position upon 
the support device. 

FIG. 2.1 is a side view, partly in section, showing the 
manner in which the support device is secured to the king 
pin of a truck trailer and the loading and unloading de 
vice is secured to the said support device so as to move 
both the truck trailer and the support device on and off 
of a carrying vehicle. 

FIG. 22 is a bottom plan view of the manner in which 
the support device may be moved by means of the loading 
and unloading device of this invention. In this ?gure 
some of the detailed structure of the support device has 
been omitted for clarity of illustration. 

FIG. 23 is a somewhat diagrammatic side view of the‘ 
manner in which the support device may be moved into 
position beneath a truck trailer. 

FIG. 24 is a view similar to that of FIG. 23 but show 
ing the support device in position beneath a truck trailer. 

FIG. 25 is a view similar to that of FIG. 24 but show 
ing the support device secured to a truck trailer and rest 
ing upon the door of the carrying vehicle with the weight 
of the truck trailer now resting upon the support. 

FIG. 26 is a diagrammatic representation of the man 
ner in which ‘a plurality of truck trailers are placed upon 
a carrying vehicle (in this case a ship). The truck trail 
ers are shown in plan. 

‘FIG. 27 is a diagrammatic view of the manner in which 
holding supports are placed upon the deck of the ship 
shown in FIG. 26. 
FIG. 28 is a diagrammatic View showing the manner 

in which a truck trailer may be loaded upon a carrying 
vehicle. In this ?gure the support is not’ shown. 

FIG. 29 is a diagrammatic view of a plurality of truck 
trailers in position upon a carrying vehicle and in condi 
tion to be transported to their destination. The supports 
are ‘shown in secured position to the deck of the carry 
ing vehicle. 

PEG. 30 is a diagrammatic plan view of the manner in 
which the truck trailer and the support may be secured 
to the carrying vehicle during the journey of the carry 
ing vehicle to its destination. ' 
The invention will now be speci?cally described by ref- ' 

erence to the speci?c form thereof shown in the accom 
panying drawings. In this connection, however, the 
reader is cautioned to note that the speci?c form shown is 
for illustrative purposes and for purposes of example only. 
Various changes and modi?cations may obviously be 
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made within the spirit and scope of this invention. The . 
scope of this invention is to be determined by the ap 
pended claims. ' 
A support device ‘11 is formed with a substantially rec 

tangular platform 12 having a front edge 13, a rear edge 
14 and a pair of intermediate edges 15 and 16. Portion 
l7 downwardly depends from edge 13; portion 18 down 
Wardly depends from edge 14; portion 19 downwardly de 
pends from edge .15 and portion 29 downwardly depends 
from edge 16. Downward-1y depending portion 17 is 
provided with a cut-out portion 21 therewithin. 
A ?rst inwardly tapering lateral recess 22 is provided‘ 

within platform 12. Recess 22 extends from cut-out por 
tion 21 to second recess 23. Second recess 23 also ex 
tends inwardly from ?rst recess 22. Recess 23 has an 
:arcuate inner face. Recess 23 is adapted to removably 
accommodate the kingpin of a truck trailer as will be sub 
sequently explained. . 

Support 11 is also formed with a plurality of down 
wardly depending legs which depend from each corner 
of platform 12. Legs 25 de?ne a front space 26, a rear 
space 27 and a plurality of side spaces 28. An X-mem 

70 

at. 
her 29 is disposed within spaces 28 and extend across op 
posite legs 25 which de?ne spa cs 28. A base member 
30 underlies and extends across legs 25 which de?ne rear 
space 27 and side spaces 28. 

‘Portion 2d downwardly depending from platform 12 is 
provided with an opening 31 therewit‘nin. Opening 31 
also bears adjacent slot 32. ' 
Member 24} is also provided with additional openings 33 

which are spaced from openings 31-72 on opposite sides ' 
thereof. Each of openings 33 is also provided with a 
downwardly depending slot 34 which is adapted to ac 
commodate a portion of a chain 35' which constitutes a 
portion of the holding supports which secure device Iii to 
the floor 4%} of the carrying vehicle. Each of chains 35 
is connected to a turn buckle 36 which in turn is con 
nected to a locking member 3'7. Member 37 is disposed 
within supports 38 which are secured to ?oor 4d of the 
carrying vehicle. 
Member 1? is also provided with openings 33-34 there 

within which are preferably opposite openings'fi?dd upon 
member 2%’. These openings are also adapted to support 
similar chains 35, turn buckles 36, members 37. 
An arm member 359 is provided with a pair of extend- . 

ing key portions 41 thereupon and with an offset por 
tion O?set portion 4-2 is disposed outside openings 
31-32. An end portion 43 of arm 39 is secured to slid 
ahly movable securing member 44-; Block member as is 
secured beneath platform i2 by screws 46. 

Block member 45 is provided with an inwardly extend 
ing lateral recess 47 and a second inwardly extending 
lateral recess 48 abutting recess 47. Recess 43 is provided 
with an arcuate rear face 49. Recess-es 4'7 and are in 
registration with recesses 22 and 23 of platform 12. 

Block member 4-5 is also provided with additional re 
cesses 5d and 51 which are disposed on opposite sides of 
recess 47. Member 44 is slidably movable within recesses 
5t} and 51 and is withdrawable and extendablc ‘across re~ 
cess 47. Thus the structure permits securing of the king 
pin of a truck trailer in position as will be subsequently 
explained. 
Downwardly depending pin member 52 is also provided 

upon platform 12 and is spaced forwardly from block 45. 
Pin member 52 may be secured to the device of this in 
vention as will be subsequently explained. 

This loading and unloading device 53 is formed with a 
chassis 54 having a pair of side rails 55 thereupon. Front 
axle means 56 and rear axle means 57 are mounted upon 
chassis 54. A pair of spaced front wheels 53 and a pair 
of spaced rear wheels 59 are carried by the respective 
axles. A motor 6% is mounted forwardly upon chassis 
54 and is operatively connected-to rear wheels 5%. 

Chassis 54 is also provided with an end portion 61 
which projects rearwardly beyond rear wheels 5? and is 
also formed with a rear end portion 62. 
A ?rst pair of spaced supports 63 is mounted forward 

of rear wheels 59. 
An elevatable pivotally movable support member 64 is 

provided above and between rear wheels 59 and project 
ing rearwardly therefrom. Support 63 is also forward of 
rear end 62 of projecting portion er. . 

Elevatable support member 643 is formed with a down 
wardly depending portion 65 and is also provided with a 
?rst laterally inwardly extending and inwardly tapering 
recess 66 and a second inwardly extending recess 67 ad 
jacent recess 66. The rear face of recess 67, 68, is arcuate 
in form. 

Releasable kingpin securing means 69, of conventional 
type, are operatively connected with recess 67 so that a 
kingpin of a truck trailer may be demountably and selec 
tively retained within recess 67. 
A pair of spaced telescoping members 76 are also pro— 

vided. Telescoping members '76 are p-ivotally connected 
between rails 55 of chassis 5d and are also pivotally con 
nected to downwardly depending member 65 at 71. An 
arm 72 is also connected to downwardly depending mem 
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her 65 at 73 forward of connection point 71. Arm 72 
is also pivotally connected to member 63 at 74. 
A truck trailer 76 is of conventional construction hav 

ing a kingpin 77 at its forward end thereof and a pair 
of landing gear 78 disposed behind kingpin 77. Landing 
gear 78 consists of a spaced pair of extensible members 
'79 each bearing a wheel 80 at their lower portion thereof 
and a support member 81 which permits members 79 to 
be extended and retracted within member 81. Control 
means 82 are also provided to retain members 79 in a 
?xed position. 

i A carrying vehicle 83 (in this case a ship) is formed 
with a plurality of decks 84 and loading means 85 ad 
jacent thereto. 
With the foregoing speci?c description the operation of 

this invention and the inventions described in the co-pend 
ing applications will now be explained. 

In explaining the operation of this invention the reader 
is cautioned to note that the series of method steps set 
forth herein may be varied without departing from the 
method required to utilize this invention. The sequence 
of method steps given herein are the preferred sequence 
of steps. 
A conventional truck trailer such as truck trailer ‘76 is 

transported by a conventional tractor attached to kingpin 
77 with wheels 80 of landing gear 78 in up position. The 
trailer is then placed in the marshalling yard adjacent the 
carrying vehicle. 
The forward end 90 of the truck trailer is raised. This 

can be accomplished quickly and expeditiously by attach 
ing elevatable member 64 to kingpin 7'7 specifically by 
disposing kingpin 7'7 within recess 67 and actuating lock 
ing means 69. Elevatable member 64 is then raised by 
applying hydraulic, air, or other lifting means in imping 
ing relationship with telescoping member 7 0. 

Support 7h is then moved downwardly toward the 
ground in the direction of the arrow shown in FIG. 23. 
This can be done by moving handle 82, which is ratchetly 
connected with support 79. Since a plurality of supports 
79 are present on either side of trailer 76 they may either 
be operated independently or together depending upon 
the landing gear utilized in the particular truck trailer. 
The landing gear mechanism is, of course, conventional 
in truck trailers. 
With the landing gear in the position shown in FIG. 23 

elevatable member 64 is disengaged from kingpin 77 and 
the device 53 is moved away from trailer 76. Support 
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11 is now utilized. Arm member 39 is moved to its most ‘ 
outward position ‘so that member 44 is clear of recesses 
47 and 48. Device 53 is then placed in the position 
wherein elevatable member 64 is in lateral alignment with 
pin 52. Device 53 is then backed into support 11 until 
member 52 of support 11 enters recess 67 within elevat 
able support 64. Interlockable means 69 are then ac 
tuated. 

It is noted that in this position elevatable support 64 
underlies platform 12 and portions 61 and 62 of chassis 
54 are disposed within support 11. ‘ 

Elevatable support 64 is now raised so as to place 
recesses 47 and 48 in lateral alignment with kingpin 77 
of truck trailer 76. Device 53 now carrying support 11 
in elevated relationship is now moved backwardly ‘as 
shown in FIGS. 23 and 24 until kingpin '77 of truck trailer 
'76 enters recess 48. Arm member 39 is then moved in 
wardly and locked in position so that member 44 extends 
across recesses 47 and 48 and thus secures kingpin 77 
of truck trailer 7 6 in position. 
The landing gear of the trailer is then raised to the 

“up” position with the wheels 80 of the landing gear 
assuming the position shown in FIG. 25. 
The entire assembly is then moved by the use of device 

53 to the position that it will assume on the carrying 
vehicle. When the truck trailer is placed in this position 
elevatable support s4 is moved downwardly until support 
11 contacts the floor or deck of the carrying vehicle. At 
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6 
this point mechanism 69 is released and device 53 removed 
from the assembly. Chain members 35 are then disposed 
within recesses 33-34 and members 37 disposed within, 
supports 38 so as to secure support 11 to the ?oor or deck 
of the carrying vehicle. 

in addition, for better security, additional chain mem 
bers 35 may be utilized to secure the rear portion of the 
truck trailer in position .as shown in FIG. 30. 

After the carrying vehicle has completed. its voyage 
chain members 35 are demounted from support 11 and 
elevatable support 64 is brought into interlocking relation 
shin with pin 52 of support 11 so that pin 52 again enters 
recess 67. Mechanism 69 is then engaged and elevatable 
support 64 raised. The entire assembly is then removed 
from the carrying vehicle to the marshalling yard where 
wheels 8%} of landing gear 78 are then placed incontact 
‘with the ground. Arm member 39 is then moved to its 
most outward position so as to clear member £34 from 
its positions across recesses 47 and 48. Device 53 then 
removes support 11 from trailer 76 in the direction of the 
dotted arrow shown in FIG. 23. A conventional tractor 
can then be secured to kingpin 77 of trailer 7e, wheels 
8% of landing gear '78 cranked into “up” position, and the 
tractor and trailer moved to its ultimate destination. 
The foregoing description sets forth the manner in 

which the objects of this invention are achieved. 
‘ We claim: 

l. A loading and unloading device for placing truck 
trailers upon carrying vehicles comprising a chassis, a 
motor mounted thereupon, front axle means and rear axle 
means mounted beneath said chassis, a pair of spaced 
wheels mounted upon each of said axles, said motor being 
operatively connected to said rear wheels, said chassis 
also having an end portion projecting rearwar-dly beyond 
said rear wheels and having a rear end, a ?rst support 
upon said chassis forward of said rear wheels, a pivotally 
movable and elevatable support member above and be— 
tween said rear wheels and forward of the rear end of 
said projecting portion, said support member provided 
with a ?rst laterally inwardly extending and inwardly 
tapering recess and a second inwardly extending recess 
adjacent said ?rst recess, said second recess having an 
arcuate inner face and adapted to removably accommo 
date the kingpin of a truck trailer, a rearwardly inclined 
telescopin<y member between said rear wheels pivotally 
connected to said chassis and to said elevatable support 
and extending therebetween, means for extending and re 
tracting said telescoping member, and a pivotally movable 
arm member connected to said elevatable member for 
ward of the connection of said telescoping member and 
also pivotally connected to said ?rst support upon said 
chassis, and releasable kingpin securing means operatively 
connected with said second recess within said elevatable 
support. 

2. A loading and unloading device for placing truck 
trailers upon carrying vehicles comprising a chassis having 
spaced side members thereupon, a motor mounted for 
wardly thereupon, front axle means and rear axle means 
mounted beneath said chassis, a pair of spaced wheels 
mounted upon each of said axles, said motor being op 
eratively connected to said rear wheels, said chassis also 
having an end portion projecting rearwardly beyond said 
rear wheels and having a rear end, a ?rst pair of spaced 
supports forward of said rear wheels and upon said side 
members, a pivo-tally movable and elevatable support 
member above and between said rear wheels and forward 
of the rear end of said projecting portion, said elevatable 
support member having a downwardly depending portion 
thereupon and provided with a ?rst ‘laterally inwardly 
extending and inwardly tapering recess and a second in— 
wardly extending recess adjacent said ?rst recess, said 
second recess having an arcuate inner face and adapted 
to removably accommodate the kingpin of a truck trailer, 
a plurality of spaced rearwardly inclined telescoping mem 
bers between said rear wheels, said telescoping members 
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being pivotally connected to said chassis and to said 
downwardly depending member and extending therebe 
tween, means for extending and retracting said telescop 
ing members, and a pair of spaced pivotally movable 
members connected to opposite sides of said downwardly 
depending member forward of the connection of said 
telescoping members, each of said arm members being 
also pivotally connected to a ?rst support upon said 
chassis, and releasable kinvpin securing means operatively 
connected with said second recess within said elevatable 
support. 

3. A loading and unloading device for placing truck 
trailers upon carrying vehicles comprising a chassis having 
spaced side members thereupon, a motor mounted for 
wardly thereupon, front axle means and rear axle means 
mounted beneath said chassis, a pair of spaced wheels 
mounted upon each of said axles, said motor being op-v 
eratively connected to said rear wheels, said chassis also 
having an end portion projecting rearwardly beyond said 
rear wheels and having a rear end, a ?rst pair of spaced 
supports forward of said rear Wheels and upon said side 
members, a pivotally movable ‘and elevatable support 
member above and between said rear wheels and forward 
of the rear end of said projecting portion, said elevatable 
support member having a downwardly depending portion 
thereupon and provided with a ?rst laterally inwardly 
extending and inwardly tapering recess and a second in 
wardly extending recess adiacent said ?rst recess, said 
‘econd recess having an arcuate inner face and adapted 
to removably accommodate the kingpin of a truck trailer, 
a plurality of spaced rearwardly inclined telescoping mem 

‘ ers between said rear wheels, said telescoping members 
beins7 pivotally connected to said chassis and to said down 
wardly depending member and extending therebetween, 
means for extending and retracting said telescoping mem 
bers, and a pair of spaced pivotally movable members 
connected to opposite sides of said downwardly depending 
member forward of the connection of said telescoping 
members, each of said arm members being also pivotally 
connected to a first support upon said chassis, and re 
leasable kingpin securing means operatively connected 
with said second recess within said elevatable support, a 
support device having a platform adapted to demountably 
overlie said elevatable support, a plurality of leg members 
depending from said platform, releasable vehicle holding 
means upon said platform, and device transporting means 
spaced from said vehicle holding means and adapted to 
be accommodated within the recesses within said elevat 
able support. 

4. A loading and unloading device for placing truck 
trailers upon carrying vehicles comprising a chassis having 
spaced side rails thereupon, a motor mounted forwardly 
upon said chassis, front axle means and rear axle means 
mounted beneath said chassis, a pair of spaced wheels 
mounted upon each of said axle means, said motor being 
operatively connected to said rear wheels, said chassis also 
having an end portion projecting rearwardly beyond said 
rear wheels and having a rear end, a ?rst pair of spaced 
supports forward of said rear wheels and upon said side 
members, a pivotally movable and elevatable support 
member above and between said rear wheels and forward 
of the rear end oflsaid projecting portion, said elevatable 

50 

60 

S 
support member having a downwardly depending portion‘ 
thereupon and provided with a first laterally inwardly 
extending and inwardly tapering recess and a second in 
wardly extending recess adjacent said ?rst recess, said 
second recess having an arcuate inner face and adapted to 
removably accommodate the kingpin of a truck trailer, 
a plurality of spaced rearwardly inclined telescoping mem 
bers between said rear wheels, said telescoping members 
being pivotally connected to said chassis and to said 
downwardly depending member and extending therebe 
tween, for extending and retracting said telescop 
ing members, a pair of spaced pivotally movable mem 
bers connected to opposite sides of said downwardly de 
pending member forward of the connection of said tele 
scoping members, each of said arm members being also 
pivotally connected to a ?rst support upon said chassis, 
releasable kingpin securing means operatively connected 
with said second recess within said elevatable support, a 
support device having a platform adapted to demount-' 
ably overlie said elevatable support, said platform pro 
vided with an inwardly extending recess at one side thereof 
adapted to removably accommodate the kingpin of a truck 
trailer, releasable kingpin securing means operatively con 
nected with said recess, a downwardly depending stand 
member connected to said platform, and a downwardly 
depending pin member upon said platform spaced from 
said recess, member adapted to be removably ac 
commodated within the second recess within said ele 
vatable member. 

5. A loading and unloading device for placing truck 
trailers upon carrying vehicles comprising a chassis, axle 
means mounted beneath said chassis, a pair of spaced 
wheels mounted upon said axle, said chassis also having an 
end portion projecting rearwardly beyond said wheels and 
having a rear end, support means upon said chassis for 
ward'of said wheels, a pivotally movable and elevatable 
support member above and between said wheels and for 
ward of the rear end of said projecting portion, said sup 
port member provided with a laterally inwardly extend 
ing and inwardly tapering recess, said recess having an 
arcuate inner face adapted to removably accommodate 
the king pin of a truck trailer, a telescoping member be 
tween said wheels pivotally connected to said chassis and 
to said elevatable support and extending therebetween, 
means for extending and retracting said telescoping mem 
ber, a pivotally movable arm connected to said elevatable 
member forward of the connection of said telescoping 
member and also pivotally connected to said support 
means upon said chassis, and releasable king pin securing 
means operatively connected with said second recess 
within said elevatable support. 
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