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3,200,786 
SIGNALLING DEVICE 

Montgomery C. ‘Swezy and Robert L. Doyle, Palo Alto 
Calif., assignors to Western Progress, Inc., Palo Alto, 
Calif., a corporation of Nevada 

Filed Feb. 5, 1964, Ser. No. 342,690 
4 Claims. (Cl. 116-63) 

This invention relates generally to a signalling device 
and more particularly to a signalling device for use on 
streets and highways. 

Signalling devices such as signs have heretofore been 
provided for use on highways. However, many of such 
signs have not compiled with the ‘Federal highway spec 
i?cations. In addition, such signs have been very bulky 
and di?icult to transport from one location to another. 
There is, therefore, a need for a new and improved signal 
ling device for use on highways. 

In general, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a signalling device which can be utilized on high 
ways. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a signal 
ling device of the above character which can be readily 
transported from one location to another. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a signal 
ling device of the above character which is collapsible. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a signal 
ling device of the above character in which the sign can 
be readily rolled up, 
Another object of the invention is to provide a signal 

ling device of the above character which can be readily 
erected and disassembled. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a signal 
ling device of the above character in which the wording 
on the sign can be readily changed. 

Additional objects and features of the invention will 
appear from the following description in which the pre 
ferred embodiments are set forth in detail in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings. 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a signalling 

device incorporating our invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a rear elevational view of the signalling 

device as shown in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross—sectional view taken along the 

line 3—3 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

along the line 4-—4 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

along the line 5-—5 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 

along the line 6—6 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged detailed view of one corner 

of the sign. ~ 

FIGURE 8 is a view showing the manner in which the 
?exible sheet of material is wrapped around the folded 
arms of the sign. 
FIGURE 9 is a view showing the ?exible sheet of ma 

terial wrapped around the arms and secured to the col 
lapsed tripod. 
FIGURE 10 is a rear elevational view of another em 

bodiment of our signalling device. 
In general, our signalling device consists of a collapsi 

ble stand with a sign removably mounted on the stand. 
The sign consists of a pair of pivotally connected elongate 
arms which are movable between a position in which 
they extend in substantially the same direction to a posi 
tion at right angles to each other. Means is provided for 
securing the arms to the stand. A ?exible sheet-like 
member is secured to the arms so that the sheet-like mem 
ber lies substantially in a plane. Means is provided for 
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securing the extremities of the sheet-like member to the 
arms when the yare extended. Members are removably 
mounted on the ?exible sheet-like member for changing 
the directions given on the sign. 
As shown in the drawings, our signalling device con 

sists of a collapsible stand or tripod assembly 11 and a 
sign 12 which is removably mounted upon the tripod 
assembly. The tripod assembly 11 is of the type described 
in Patent No. 2,781,017 and consists of three telescoping 
sections 13, 14 and 16 in which the section 13 is the 
lower section. The section 14 telescopes into the section 
13, and the section 16 telescopes into the section 
14. Ferrules 18 are provided which can be loosened or 
tightened to permit vertical adjustment of the telescoping 
sections. Three legs 21, formed of suitable material 
such as angle iron, are pivotally connected to a collar 22 
slida‘bly mounted upon the section 13. Braces 23 are 
pivotally connected to the legs 21 and are also pivotally 
connected to a collar 24 which is affixed to the lower ex 
tremity of the section .13. A yoke 26 is mounted on the 
upper portion of the section 16 and can be utilized for 
supporting the sta?s of three separate ?ags when the 
tripod assembly is not being utilized for the sign. 
The sign consists of a pair of arms 28 and 29 which 

are pivotally connected by suitable means such as a rivet 
31 (FIGURE 3). The arms 28 and 29 have substantially 
the same length and are pivotally connected intermediate 
the ends of the same. The arms are movable between a 
folded position in which the arms overlie each other and 
extend in the same direction and in an erected or expanded 
position in which the arms extend at substantially right 
angles to each other. Means is provided for removably 
securing the arms 28 and 29 to the stand or tripod as 
sembly 11 and consists of a clamp 34. The clamp 34 
consists of two parts 36 and 37 in which the part 36 is 
secured to the arm 29 by suitable means such as the 
rivet 31, The sections 36 and 37 are pivotally connected 
together by a link 38 which is connected to the sections 
36 and 37 by rivets 39 and 41. The sections 36 and 37 
are provided with semi-circular serrated cut-outs 42 which 
are adapted to receive the intermediate section 14 of the 
tripod assembly. Means is provided to cause the sections 
36 and 37 to ?rmly engage the intermediate section 14 
and consists of a threaded bolt 44 which has one end 
pivotally mounted in the section 36 by suitable means 
such as rivets 46. The bolt 44 extends through the sec 
tion 37. A wing nut 47 is threaded onto the bolt and 
is provided for adjusting the section 37 relative to the 
section 36 to thereby cause the clamp to ?rmly engage 
the tripod assembly 11 so that the clamp cannot rotate 
relative to the tripod assembly. 
The sheet of ?exible material 51 is adapted to be 

mounted upon the arms 28 and 29 as hereinafter described. 
The sheet of ?exible material 51 can be formed of any 
suitable material such as a heavy canvas coated with 
plastic or the like. The sheet of material 51 is cut into 
the desired con?guration as, for example, rectangular, 
as shown in the drawings. Means is provided for se 
curing the sheet of material to the arms 28 and 29 and 
consists of pockets 52 and 53 formed by additional mem 
bers of ?exible material secured to the sheet 51 by suit 
able means such as sewing and secured to the ends of the 
arm 29 by suitable means such as rivets 54. Pocket-like 
members 56 and 57 are formed on the other two cor 
ners of the sheet-like member 51 by forming the same 
from ?exible material and securing one edge of the same 
to the sheet-like material by suitable means such as 
sewing. Snaps are provided for removably securing por 
tions of the pocket-like members 56 and 57 to the sheet 
like member to permit insertion and removal of the op 
posite ends of the arm 28. It can be seen merely by open 
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ing the snaps 58 that the opposite ends, of the arm 28 
can be moved out of the pockets 56 and 57 so that it can 
be moved into a position so that it overlies the arm 29. 

Instructions of a suitable type are printed on the sign 
12 and, for example, can consist of letters which give 
instruction to the oncoming motorist. Additional means 
is provided on the sign to permit the wording of the in 
structions to the motorist to be readily changed. Such 
means consists of removable members 63 and 64. In 
the arrangement shown, the member 63 is mounted on 
the front of the sign, whereas the member 64 is mounted 
on the rear of the sign. The members 63 and 64 can be 
made of a suitable material such as of the material of 
which the sheet-like member is made. Means is pro 
vided for removably securing the members 63 and 64 to 
the sign and consists of double-ended snaps 66 which 
are secured to the sheet-like member 51 and extend from 
opposite sides of the sheet-like member. The members 
63 and 64 are provided with male snaps 67 which are 
adapted to cooperate with the female snaps 66 to hold the 
members 63 and 64 in place as shown particularly in 
detail in FIGURE 5. As shown, snaps 67 are provided 
on the four corners of the members 63 and 64 so that 
the members will be ?rmly held in place. Thus, in the il 
lustration shown in FIGURE 1, when the member 63 
is moved, the word “RIGHT” can appear under the sign 
so that the sign will say “RIGHT LANE CLOSED 
AHEAD” rather than “LEFT LANE CLOSED AHEAD.” 
When the member 63 is not in use, it can be mounted on 
the snaps or fasteners 66 on the rear of the sign and 
thereby stored in an out-of-the-way position. In the 
example shown, when it is desired to cover the Word 
“AHEAD,” the member 64 can be removed from the 
rear of the sheet-like member 51 and. then placed on the 
snaps 66 which will hold the member 64 in place so that 
the word “AHEAD” cannot be read. 
Means is provided for preventing the sign from turn 

ing in the wind. Thus, the knurled semi-circular recesses 
42 have been provided to prevent the clamp 34 from 
rotating on the intermediate telescoping member 14. Al 
so, means is provided for preventing the telescoping mem 
ber 14 from rotating with respect to the section 13 and 
consists of suitable means such as a cotter pin 68 which 
is secured to the tripod by suitable means such as a chain 
69. As shown particularly in FIGURE 4, the cotter pin 
68 extends through the members 13 and 14 to prevent 
rotation of the member 14 with respect to the extension 
13. 
When the signalling device is not in use, it can be readily 

disassembled by ?rst opening the clamp 34 to remove the 
sign. Thereafter, the snaps 58 can be opened to permit 
the arm 28‘to be rotated to a position so that it is in align 
ment with the arm 29. As soon as this has been accom 
plished, the sheet material forming the major portion of 
the sign can be wrapped around the arms 28 and 29 as 
shown particularly in FIGURES 8 and 9. Since the 
members 63 and 64 are also formed of a ?exible material, 
they can be left in place. After the sheet 51 has been 
completely wrapped around the arms 28 and 29, the 
tripod assembly can be collapsed in a conventional manner 
and the same fastened together by suitable means such as 
a strap 71 to provide unitary assembly which can be readily 
carried from one place to another as shown in FIGURE 9. 

If it is desired to erect the signalling device again, it 
‘can be readily erected by removing the strap 71 and there 
after setting up the tripod. Thereafter, the sign can be 
unwrapped and the arms opened to that they extend at 
substantially right angles to each other and causing the 
arm 28 to enter the pockets 56 and 57. Thereafter, the 
snaps 58 can be closed. The clamp 34 can then be se 
cured to the tripod extension. ' 
The signalling device is constructed of relatively light 

material so that it can be readily removed from one loca 
tion to another without any di?iculty. A large number 
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4 
of the same can be transported from one location to the 
other without utilizing a great quantity of space. 

Another embodiment of our signalling device is shown 
in FIGURE 10 and consists of a tripod assembly 81 and 
a sign 82. The tripod assembly 81 is very similar to the 
tripod assembly 11 with the exception that an upwardly 
extending rod 83‘ is provided rather than a plurality of 
telescoping sections which is ?xed in a lower collar 84. 
The sign 82 is very similar to the sign 12 with the ex 
ception that'it is smaller than the sign 12. It, however, 
is constructed in a manner very similar to the sign 11 
and is utilized in the same manner. 

It is apparent from the foregoing that we have pro 
vided a new and improved signalling device which is par 
ticularly adaptable for use on highways because the sign 
can be made relatively large while at the same time 
having su?icient strength and stability to withstand the 
wind. 
We claim: 
1. In a signalling device for use with a support stand, 

a pair of non-extensible rigid elongate arms pivotally in 
terconnected intermediate the ends thereof and lying in 
adjacent substantially parallel planes, means mounted on 
said arms adapted to be used for securing said arms to 
said support stand, a ?exible sheet-like member having 
indicia thereon, means securing said sheet-like member 
to the ends of said arms so that said sheet-like member 
lies substantially in a single plane adjacent to and substan 
tially parallel to said arms so that said arms provide sup 
port for the sheet-like member between the ends of the 
‘arms when said arms extend laterally of each other, said 
means for securing said sheet-like member to said arms 
including a pair of pocket-like members receiving the 
ends of one of said arms and each having means for 
opening the same to permit said one arm to be released 
laterally therefrom and moved into a position in which it 
is extending in substantially the same direction as the 
other arm, an additional substantially opaque ?exible 
sheet-like member, and means removably securing said 
additional sheet-like member to the ?rst named sheet-like 
member so that it overlies and obscures at least a portion 
of said indicia. 

2. A signalling device as in claim 1 together with means 
for mounting said last named sheet-like member on the 
rear of said ?rst named sheet-like member in an out-of 
the-way position. 

3. In a signalling device, a free-standing support stand, 
a pair of non-extensible rigid elongate arms pivotally in 
terconnected intermediate the ends thereof and movable 
between a position in which the arms are extending in 
the same direction and in a direction in which they ex 
tend at right angle to each other, means releasably se 
curing the pivotally connected arms to the support stand 
so that the arms are supported in a position above the 
surface on which the support stand is resting, said arms 
lying in adjacent substantially parallel planes, a ?exible 
sheet-like member, means securing portions of said sheet 
like member to the opposite ends of one of said arms, 
means releasably securing the ends of the other of said 
arms to said sheet-like member so that said sheet-like 
member is stretched relatively taut between the ends of 
the arms and lies substantially in a single plane adjacent 
to and substantially parallel to the arms so that said arms 
provide support for the sheet-like member intermediate 
the ends of the arms, said one arm having its ends re 
leasably secured to the sheet-like member being movable 
after its ends have been released from the sheet-like mem 
ber ,to a position in line with the other arm so that the 
sheet-likemember can be wrapped about the arms, said 
?rst‘lnamed sheet-like member havingindicia thereon, an 
additional substantially opaque sheet-like member, means 
removably securing said additional sheet-like member to 
said ?rst named sheet-like member so that said additional 
sheet-like member overlies and obscures at least a portion 
of the indicia. on said ?rst sheet-like member. 



3,200,786 
5 

4. In a signalling device, a free-standing support stand, 
a pair of rigid elongate non-extensible arms, means pivot 
ally interconnecting the elongate arms so that said elongate 
arms are lying in substantially parallel adjacent planes and 
are movable between a position in which the arms ex 
tend in the same direction and a position in which they 
extend in directions at right angles to each other, a ?rst 
substantially rectangular ?exible sheet-like member hav 
ing four corners, means permanently securing two oppo 
site corners of the ?rst sheet-like member to opposite ends 
of one of said arms, means releasably securing the other 
two opposite corners of sair four corners to the opposite 
ends of the other of said arms whereby said ?rst sheet 
like member is stretched relatively taut an lies in single 
plane substantially parallel and adajcent to the elongate 
arms so that the elongate arms serve a support for the 
?rst ?exible sheet-like member when arranged at right 
angle to each other, means securing said arms to said 
stand so that said sheet-like member is supported above 
the surface in which the stand rests, said ?rst named 
sheet-like member having indicia thereon together with 
an additional substantially opaque sheet-like member, and 
snap-like means releasably securing said additional sheet 
like member to said ?rst named sheet-like member and 
overlying and obscuring at least a portion of said indicia 
and snap like means for mounting the additional sheet 
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like member on the rear of said ?rst named sheet-like 
member in an out-of-the-way position. 
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