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1 Claim. (61. 281-—29) 

_ This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in books or display albums. More particularly, it is con~ 
cerned with enclosed albums suitable for use for display 
purposes. ‘ 

According to the invention a photograph album is pro 
posed which not only protects the contents thereof from 
dire and dust, but which can also be stored unsupported 
in an upright position without distortion of the inner 
leaves or of the binding. While the invention is described 
in detail herein with reference to a photograph album, it 
is to be noted that it is equally applicable to any book 
like article. 
The critical and novel feature of this invention is the 

manner of construction of ‘that section of the enclosure 
which covers and encloses the leaves of the album and 
in particular the top and bottom of said leaves and the 
manner in which said top and bottom of said enclosure 
are shaped and ?tted in in order to facilitate the opening 
and closing of the block and at the same time form a 
close tight seal with the spine. The details and novel 
aspect of this invention are more clearly comprehended 
by reference to the drawings. 
FIGURE 1 shows the enclosed album fully closed in 

an upright position. 
FIGURE 2 shows the enclosed album in an upright 

position with its partially opened page-pile facing the ob 
server. 

FIGURE 3 is an enlarge vertical section taken on the 
line 2—2 of FIGURE 2 as the partially opened upright 
enclosed album would appear to an observer from directly 
above. 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged view of the spine section 

taken on the line 3~—3 of FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged view of the spine section 

‘taken on the line 1—~1 of FIGURE 1. 
Refer now to the drawings in more detail. FIGURE 

1 comprises the enclosed album in a closed upright posi 
tion and consists of the front and back cover boards 10 
and 12, the spine 14, the top enclosures 16 and 16’ (cor 
responding enclosures not shown are located at the bot 
tom and comments relative to the top enclosures are 
equally applicable thereto), the side enclosures 18 and 
18’, and an optional latch 20. The cover and enclosures 
are produced from materials normally used in the manu 
facture of books, and the enclosures are integrally bonded 
to the covers along the line 22 and make an abutting con 
tact along line 24; this abutment point may be any distance 
from the covers 10 and 12 but is preferably equidistant 
therefrom. Top enclosures 16 and 16’ make an abutting 
contact with the spine 14 as shown in FIGURE 1 and as 
more clearly seen from the enlarged view FIGURE 5 with 
the exception of a slight opening due to the curvature 
cut 26 on top enclosure 16. The necessity and importance 
of this curvature cut will be shown hereinafter. The top 
and bottom enclosures 16 and 16’ and the side enclosures 
18 and 18' may be straight edged, bevelled, grooved, 
?anged, or otherwise shaped as desired to form the inter 
locking abutment along line 24. 
FIGURE 2 shows the book in an upright position, par 

tially opened. In this view the pages 23 are clearly 
evident. The pages are attached to the lining 30, either 
glued on or otherwise secured on, to facilitate opening. 
The pages are of any construction and the preferred con 
struction for photograph albums is that having ‘a rigid 
center which is enclosed on both ?at surfaces with a 
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2 
transparent plastic ?lm through which the photograph 
can be seen. While such pages are generally used, the 
manner of construction employed in producing the albums 
of this invention enable one, if desired, to use a sheet 
of glass as the transparent surface on one side without 
interfering with the operability of the book. In previously 
available albums such use was practically impossible be 
cause of the risks involved in opening and closing the 
album and inability to satisfactorily form a hingeable 
structure with such sheets. 

In FlGURE 3 the album is viewed from directly above 
to illustrate the elements, and in particular the curvature 
cut as, of the album. The catching means for the latch 
2d is shown as 20’. FIGURE 4 is an enlarged view of 
the area along the spine of the book showing in enlarged 
detail the partially opened book as one would observe 
it from directly above. 

While enclosed books are known, a de?ciency thereof 
has been the problems encountered in opening and clos 
ing them. In the past such books have been made with 
every effort to have a complete closure. This has resulted 
in problems encountered in closing the albums since to 
achieve a complete closure at top and bottom the two 
enclosures 16 and 16’ at each end must both be of the 
shape shown for 16’. When both top enclosures are of 
this shape it is not possible to close the album without 
twisting and distorting the binding and spine of the album; 
this is so because there is insu?icient room for the two 
top enclosures to close properly due to the sharply angled 
projection on both at point 32. This de?ciency has now 
been overcome by shaping the top and bottom enclosure 
1d with a curvature cut as shown at point 26. The size 
of this curvature cut will vary depending upon the thick 
ness of the book and one skilled in the art will have no 
problem ascertaining it in light of this disclosure. This 
curvature cut is of a size adequate to enable closing of 
the album without top enclosure 16' obstructing the clos 
ing movement of top enclosure 16. If desired, both 16 
and 16' can have the curvature cut; this is less desirable 
than having it on one side only since a larger opening 
at the spine results. The slight opening at the junction 
of the curvature cut 26 and the angled projection 32 can 
be readily concealed by a corded edge along the top and 
bottom edges of spine 14. Further, the term “curvature 
cut” is equally applied to a straight cut. 
What is claimed is: 
An enclosed album comprising a page pile attached to 

the lining and enclosed by a front cover and a back cover 
situated on opposite sides of a spine, side enclosures in 
tegrally mounted along the edge of said front and back 
covers at a point opposite the spine, top enclosures and 
bottom enclosures integrally mounted on the top and bot 
tom of the edge of said covers and to the ends of the side 
enclosures thereof, at least one of said top and bottom 
enclosures having a curvature cut thereon at the ends 
which comes into abutting contact with the spine and 
said side, top and bottom enclosures on said front cover 
capable of coming into abutting contact with its opposite 
member on said back cover. 
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