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The present invention relates to a container for medica 
ments for use in human and veterinary medicine which 
medicaments are in a form ready for administration, for 
example, pills, tablets, dragees, suppositories, pessaries, 
and the like, and w-hich have to be administered at speci 
iied intervals during a determined cycle of treatment. In 
the container `of the invention the contents are disposed 
on a disc in one or several concentric circles or spirals, 
and the container is provided with a dial or spiral strip 
marked with the prescribed times at which the medica 
ment has to be administered within the cycle of treat 
ment. The marked dial or spiral strip may be either 
immovable or adjustable, and the position of the contents 
of the container in relation to the markings of the medica 
ment is due during the cycle of treatment. 

‘ln the novel container of the invention the single doses 
are disposed in individual compartments arranged in 
circles or spirals in a section which forms a “press out” 
pack-age, which package is formed by superposing a flat 
covering foil made of a material easy to Itear and suitable 
for “press out” tablet extraction on a foil forming a lower 
section and which is made of a non-rigid but relatively 
tear-resistant material and of which at least a part is trans 
parent, and attaching it thereto. The lower section is 
provided with deep indentations arranged in circles or 
spirals, which indentations, together with the ñat cover 
ing foil, form compartments. The aforementioned circu 
lar section forming a “press out” package is ñrmly at 
tached to the bottom of the lower part of the container 
which is made of comparatively rigid material. lt is 
attached in such a manner that the bottom of the lower 
part of the container is parallel to the circular section, 
and »the covering toil of the circular section is facing the 
bottom of the lower part of the container. The bottom of 
the lower part of the container is provided with apertures 
corresponding in shape and size of the compartments in 
the circular “package” section. They are arranged in 
circles or spirals and are in register with the compart 
ments. rThus, by applying suitable pressure Ato a com 
partment, its contents can be removed from the container 
through an aperture. 

In a specially advantageous version of the container of 
the invention the markings indicating the times of admin 
istration are on adjustable dial disposed in the section 
forming the “package” which dial is positioned concen 
trically in relation to the compartments. The dial has a 
radius shorter than the shortest distance from the centre 
of any one of the compartments, and the said adjustable 
dial is provided with a device, for example, a catch mecha 
nism, which enables it to be set permanently and irreversi 
bly in a specilic position selected at the commencement of 
the treatment cycle. 

Material suitable for the covering foil that must be 
capable or" tearing easily is, for example, paper, cellophane 
and, more especially, thin aluminum foil. 

Non-rigid but tear-resistant material suitable for the 
lower section is, for example, a toil made of cellulose 
acetate or polyethylene or polypropylene or more espe 
cially plasticized polyvinyl chloride. 

The lower part of the container may be made from any 
comparatively rigid material having adequate mechanical 
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strength, for example, aluminum, hardened synthetic res 
ins, for example, phenol resin, urea resin, melamine resin 
cr epoxy resin, or from suitable thermoplasts, for exam 
ple, cellulose acetate, polystyrene, polyethylene and the 
like. 

lf desired, lthe lower part of the container may be pro 
vided with a lid of conventional type which may be made 
of the same material .as the lower part of the container 
or of different material. However, a lid is not essential. 
The novel container of the invention is specially suit 

able for packaging temporary contraceptic preparations. 
Such a preparation is marketed under the trademark 
“Noracyclin” The temporary prevention of conception 
brought about by such a preparation has nature as its 
pattern and is based on a physiological principle, namely, 
the occurrence of infertile phases as a protective function. 
ln order to ensure that conception is prevented, 1 tablet 
has to be taken daily from the ñfth day of the cycle to 
the twenty-fourth day of the cycle. When medication is 
discontinued the ovulation cycle recommences and nor 
mal fertility is restored. If the tablets are not taken regu 
larly conception can 4occur and pregnancy follows its 
normal course. 
The appended drawings illustrate the invention in 

greater detail. 
FIG. l shows a top view of the container of the inven-` 

tion, intended for a contraceptive, without lid. 
FlG. 2 -shows a cross-section of the container through 

the line 2_2 in FIG. l with the dial in position. 
FIG. 3 shows a top view of the “package” section of 

the container depicted in FIG. l. 
FlG. 4 shows a »cross-section of the “package” sec 

tion of the container through the line ¿i-fi in FIG. 3. 
FlG. 5 shows a top view of the lower part of the con 

tainer depicted in FIG. 1 with the dial removed. 
FIG. 6 shows a cross section of the lower part of the 

container through the line 6_6 lin FIG. 5. 
PlG. 7 shows a perspective view of the container of 

the invention with lid partly broken-away. 
FIG. S shows an exploded perspective view of the con 

tainer of the invention. 
FIG. 9 shows a cross-sectional view of the container 

of the invention showing the relationship of the various 
parts. 

In the drawings, the “package” section 1 is made up of 
' a lower section 2 made of plasticized polyvinyl chloride 
and is provided with a total of 20 ldeep indentations 3 for 
the contraceptive tablets 4, which indentations are ar 
ranged in two concentric circles, and a covering foil 5 
made of aluminum. The “package” section 1 is provided 
with peripheral notches d, a central aperture 7, and con 
centrically arranged apertures S. 
The “package” section 1 is rigidly attached to the lower 

part of the container 9, which is made of polyethylene. 
The cam 1t) prevents movement in a vertical direction, 
and ̀ the studs 11 engage the peripheral notches 6 to pre 
vent circular movement. The lower par-t of the container 
9 is provided with a total of 2O apertures 12 arranged in 
two concentric circles, which apertures correspond exactly 
in number, shape and position to the concentrically ar 
ranged compartments 3 of .the “package” section 1, and 
which are in exact register with >the said compartments 3. 

rl`he lower part of the container 9 is furthermore pro 
vided with a central boss 13, which has an undercut 13a, 
and also concentrically arrange-d studs 14. The boss 13 
and the studs 14 engage the apertures '7 and ß ofthe “pack 
age” section. A dial i5 with concentrically arranged 
holes 16 is disposed on the central boss 13. Before the 
container is used, the di-al 15 rests on the undercut 13a 
and can be turned round ‘on the boss 13. The dial is 
inscribed with the days of the week arranged radially at 
regular intervals. The inscriptions are spaced in such a 
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manner lthat ‘the 2() tablet compartments 3 of the “pack 
age” section lie on the radial extensions of the inscriptions 
of 20 successive days when a specific day is set in position 
at the red mark M. The day then pointing to the first 
compartment is always the fifth day, inclusive, from the 
»day at the red mark. 
The container lis used as follows: On the first day of the 

cycle, that .is to say, the day that menstrual bleeding com 
mences, for example, a Tuesday, the dial is turned until 
the word “Tuesday” is in line with the red mark M. The 
day on which the treatment is to commence, namely, the 
following Saturday, is then automatically in position op 
posite the first tablet compartment (counting clockwise). 
The dial is then pressed down below lthe undercut 13a 
and the concentrically arranged studs 14 of the lower part 
of the container engage the holes 16 in the dial and lock 
-it in position. It is then possible to see on which days 
a tablet has to be taken. The tablets are extracted from 
the »container by pressing the compartments 3 through the 
apertures 12 in the lower part of the container; the alu 
minium ̀ covering foil 5 tears and the tablet drops out. 1f 
the person undergoing treatment forgets to take a tablet 
the over-sight can be detected by the tact that the corn 
partment for that particular day is still intact. Reliable 
control is thus possible. 
The lower part of the container may be covered by a 

removable lid 117 made of opaque material, for example, 
polyethylene. 
The tablets in the transparent “package” section are thus 

protected from the action of light. 
The invention is not restricted to the version described 

above. Tn particular, `the adjustable dial may be replaced 
by an immovable circular plate inscribed with numbers. 
The îigure 1 represents the first day of the cycle and is in 
the same position as the red mark M in the preceding ver 
sion. The figure 5, corresponding .to the fifth day of the 
cycle, is then `opposite the first compartment (counting 
clockwise), the figure 6, corresponding to the sixth day of 
the cycle, is opposite the second compartment, and so 
forth, up to the figure 24 representing the 24th day of the 
cycle which is opposite the last compartment. 
The drawback to this version as compared with the first 

system described is that 1a calendar check has to be car 
ried out throughout the period of treatment. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an ex 

clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 

l.. A dispenser for a medicament to be administered 
at specific intervals, which medicament is in the form of 
pills and the like, comprising a walled container having a 
rigid base, said base formed with a plurality of concen 
trically arranged openings, of size sufîiciently large to 
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permit press out of said medicament, an easily tearable 
foil, completely covering said base7 extending to the 
periphery of said baise, a central shaft attached to said 
base, a removably movable dial of radius less than that of 
said concentrically arranged openings mounted on said 
shaft, means on said base cooperating with means on said 
dial for locking said dial, a scale on said foil concentric 
with and positioned adjacent to the periphery of said dial, 
each unit of said medicament being positioned on said 
easily-tearable foil, a non-rigid tear-resistant foil for en 
capsulating said medicament positioned in `said container, 
whereby said medicament is maintained in registry with 
said concentrically arranged openings to permit press out 
egress through said openings. 

2. A dispenser for a medicament to be administered at 
specific intervals, which medicament is in the form of pills 
and the like, comprising a walled container having a rigid 
base, said base formed with a plurality of spirally ar 
ranged openings7 of size suiliciently large to permit press 
out of said medicament, an easily-tearable foil, completely 
covering said base, extending to the periphery of said base, 
a central shaft attached to said base, a removably mov 
able dial of radius .less Ithan that of said spirally arranged 
openings mounted on said shaft, means on said base co 
operating with means on said dial for locking said dial, 
a scale on said foil concentric with .and positioned ad 
jacent to the periphery of said dial, each unit of said 
medicament being positioned on said easilyatearable foil, 
a non-rigid tear resistant foil for encapsulating said me 
dicament positioned within said container, whereby said 
medicament is maintained in registry with said concen 
trically arranged openings to permit press out egress 
through said openings. 
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