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2 Claims. (Ci. 240-1064) 

The present invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in portable lamps and more particularly and 
speci?cally to a novel and useful imitation, self-contained 
ceremonial candle. 

It is a principal object of the present invention to pro 
vide an attractive, simulated candle which is battery 
powered to provide a long-lasting, windproof simulated 
?ame light for use in religious and other ceremonies. 

Another object of the present invention is the provision 
of a simple ?reproof candle for decorative or ceremonial 
purposes. 

Still another object of the present invention rests in 
the provision of a realistic, simulated candle which has 
authentic appearance and which may be easily handled 
for ceremonial purposes Without extinguishing the light 
or ?ame thereof, and which is at all times ?reproof and 
safe in handling. 
Another object of the present invention is the provision 

of a simple and inexpensive, yet attractive and durable 
arti?cial candle. 

Still further objects and advantages of the present in 
vention will become more readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art when the following general statement and 
description are read in the light of the accompanying 
drawings. 
The nature of the present invention may be stated in 

general terms as relating to an imitation or arti?cial 
candle primarily for ceremonial uses consisting of an 
elongated tubular housing, a removable cap in one end 
of said housing, a lamp bulb socket in said removable 
cap, a metallic cage secured to and depending from said 
cap within said housing, spring means in the bottom of 
said cage compressing dry cell batteries therein toward 
said cap and lamp bulb socket, and a ?ame simulating 
lamp bulb ?xed in said socket and having electrical con 
tact with the uppermost of said dry cells in said cage. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings in which 
like numerals designate similar parts throughout the sev 
eral views: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational View of the novel candle with 
internal parts illustrated in dotted line for clearer illus 
tration; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical section of the candle shown in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary vertical section on line 3—3, 
FIG. 2. 
The imitation candle constituting the present invention 

consists of a housing 10 having a bottom closure 12, a 
top closure 14, a lamp bulb 16, and a battery cage, gen~ 
erally designated 17, supported within the housing in 
operable relationship to the lamp bulb 16. 

In the preferred embodiment illustrated, the housing 
10 consists of an elongated tube of opaque, colored plastic 
or other non-conductive material. The bottom closure 
12 may be separately or integrally formed relative to the 
tube and is of the same material and appearance to pro 
vide a ?nished end thereon. 
The top closure or cap 14 consists of a disc having an 

undercut annular groove 15 on the underside thereof for 
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2 
reception of the wall of the housing about its open end, 
and said groove de?ning a depending plug portion 18 
centrally thereof. The cap 14 is formed from a metallic, 
conductive material and is provided centrally there 
through with a threaded passage 20 forming .a lamp base 
socket for the threaded reception of the metallic base 
22 of the ?ame simulating lamp bulb 16. 

Secured to and depending from the cap 14 is a cage 17 
for the reception and retention of a plurality of dry cell 
batteries 24 in a manner to be hereinafter described. 
The cage 17 consists of a pair of elongated U-shaped 
brackets 26 and 28, each composed of ?at, spring metal 
straps which are positioned one within the other and at 
right angles to one another so that the bottom legs of the 
two cross and form a bottom platform 30 for the cage 17. 
The free ends of the two legs of the U bracket 26 are 

secured, as at 32, in diametric opposition to the pendant 
wall of the plug portion 18 of top cap 14 in conductive 
contact therewith. One leg of the U bracket 28 is also 
secured to the plug portion 18 of the cap 14 at a point 
90° from the points of attachment of bracket 26. The 
second leg 34 of bracket 28 is shorter than the other leg 
and terminates short of the cap 14, as is best seen in 
FIG 2. 
A metallic, coil spring 36 is secured within the cage 

to the bottom platform 30 to project for a spaced distance 
thereabove. A non-conductive ring or collar 38 is se 
cured to the underside of plug portion 18 of cap 14 
concentrically about the lamp base socket opening in the 
cap. The thickness of collar 38 is greater than the height 
of the usual dry cell terminal 40 above the cell casing. 
When two dry cell batteries 24 are placed in end to 

end relationship in cage 17 through the opening provided 
by deforming the upper free end of bracket leg 34 out 
wardly, an open circuit is created from the terminal on 
the top battery, through the lower battery, the spring and 
bracket legs to the metallic cap 14. When the terminal 
base of lamp bulb 16 is moved downwardly into contact 
with the terminal 40 on the upper Ibattery the circuit is 
closed, energizing the lamp. 
As is best seen in FIG. 3 of the drawings, the lamp 

is lighted and extinguished by rotating it from the full 
line to the dotted line positions shown, into and out of 
contact with the uppermost dry cell. 
As is best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, it is contemplated 

that the length .of tube 10 be such as to provide beneath 
the bottom platform 30 of the cage element 17 therein 
and the ?xed bottom closure 12, ample length and space 
to accommodate two additional dry cell batteries in stored 
condition where they are readily available for replace 
ment of those in operative condition in the cage upon 
failure thereof. 

Thus, it may be seen from the foregoing that a simple, 
inexpensive and attractive candle simulating lamp has 
been provided which attains and satis?es all of the objects 
and attributes hereinbefore set forth. 
Thus having described and explained my invention in 

terms of its structural components and its operation, what 
I desire to claim is: 

1. An imitation ceremonial candle comprising, an elon 
gated tubular housing of non-conductive material, a cap 
?xed in the bottom of said housing, a metallic cap re 
movably plugging the top end of said housing, a metallic 
cage suspended from said top cap telescopically within 
said housing, said cage consisting of two U-shaped metal 



3,194,955 
3 

lic strips seated one within the other and at right angles 
thereto, a metallic spring secured to the ‘inside bottom 
face of said cage, a plurality of dry cell batteries sup 
ported vertically in said cage With the lowermost battery 
seating on said spring, an insulating collar interposed be 
tween said top cap and the uppermost battery in said 
cage, and a ?ame simulating lamp bulb screw seated in 
said top cap and contacting a terminal of the uppermost 
battery in said cage. ' 

2. An imitation ‘ceremonial candle as de?ned in claim 
1 wherein both upper extremities of one and one upper 
extremity of the other of the two U-shaped metallic strips 
are secured to and in electrical contact with said metallic 
top cap. 
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