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This invention relates to stencils and more particularly 
, to pre-cut stencils that may be used with air blasting and 
other decorative procedures. 

For many years the ornamentation of memorial stones 
has been done with hand hammers and chisels. More 
recently, power chisels have been used and even more 
recently air blast procedures have been used. When air 
blasting to form a letter or decoration on stone, stencils 
of blast resistant material such as rubber sheeting are 
secured to the areas of stone that are not desired to be 
exposed. to the effects of air blasting. Prior to this in 
vention, the stencils have been laboriously hand cut and 
applied, removed and re-applied and again laboriously cut 
by hand to produce the many dilferent decorative effects 
that may be desired. For example, if a letter on a 
polished stone is desired to have a whitened‘ body with a 
deeply engraved or etched outline, a stencil sheet is ?rst 
applied to the polished stone surface and a stencil por 
tion corresponding to the desired letter is cut and re 
moved by hand following which the exposed surface is 
subjected to a light air blasting with steel shot or the 
like su?icient to whiten the exposed surface. Thereafter, 
the removed stencil portion is re-applied to the whitened 
surface and small portions of the re-applied stencil are 
hand cut and removed along the outer edge of the pre 
viously cut stencil areas to thereby expose an outline 
‘along the whitened letter stone surface. Thereafter, such 
exposed outline surfaces are subjected to further air blast 
ing using an abrasive such as sand sufficient to etch or 
deeply engrave the desired outlines for the whitened let 
ter on the polished stone surface. In other stone orna 
mentation procedure-s, the outer portion of a stencil sheet 
overlaying the stone surface and surrounding the de 
sired outline of ornamentation may berremoved to ex 
pose other desired portions of the stone surface to deco 
rative treatment. Still other procedures for using sten 
cils in stone memorial ornamentation are known but 
need not be described in detail at this time, 

It is an object of this invention to provide an improved 
pre-cut stencil that may be readily used with any of the 
various known different ornamentation procedures. 
Another important object of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved pre-cut stencil that is particularly use 
ful in ornamenting stone memorials with improved pre 
cision and speed and having improved blast resistant 
properties to any of the known air blast ornamentation 
techniques. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a 
pre-cut stencil that maybe used to provide outline en 
graving of the desired ornamentaiton or that may alterna 
tively be used to provide solid background or solid ?gure 
ornamentation on stone with .air blast techniques. 
According to the invention, a pre-cut stencil sheet of 

air and sand blast resistant material such as rubber or 
rubber composition is provided with double spaced cuts 
produced by a die or the like along the desired outline 
or outlines corresponding to the desired letter of design 
con?guration. Thus the pre-c-ut stencil may be applied to 
a surface to be ornamented and any one of the stencil 
portions de?ned by the double cuts may be removed or 
re-applied in any desired sequence. Since the stencil is 
pre-cut with the use of dies, a greater thickness of stencil 
sheet may be employed giving improved air blast resist 
ance. To further facilitate the use of the stencil of the 
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invention, .a layer of adhesive such as any of the well 
known pressure sensitive adhesives may be applied to one 
surface of the stencil and further, if desired, a removable 
protective sheet of plastic or the like may be secured to 
the exposed adhesive layer to protect the stencil until use. 
It. is preferable that the cuts in the stencil sheet do not 
extend through either the adhesive layer or the protective 
sheet as will be further understood from the following 
description of the invention taken in connection with the 
drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view; 
FIGURE 2 is a section taken on the line 2——12 of FIG 

URE 1; and . 

FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the stencil of the inven 
tion as ‘it may be used to ‘form the letter B. 

Referring to FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawing, the 
pre-cut stencil of the invention is comprised of‘a r-ub 
ber composition sheet or the like iii. In place of rubber 
or rubber compositions other sheet material having the 
requisite properties to resist the eifect of air blast orna 
mentation techniques or acid etching or any other orna 
mentation technique may be used. In the form of the 
invention being illustrated, it is assumed that the desired 
ornamentation is a religious cross. In accordance with 
the invention, the outline of the cross is‘produced on the 
stencil sheet 10 by means of double cuts 11 and 12. 
These cuts may be produced in any suitable manner but it 
has been found that a die cutting procedure is effective 
and the cuts are formed into the one or upper surface of 
the stencil sheet 19 to a depth substantially equal to 
the thickness of the sheet. Since the cuts 11 and 12 are 
preferably produced by a die cutting operation practically 
any desired thickness of stencil sheet 10 may be em 
ployed. 

It will be seen that the double cuts 111 and 12 in the 
stencil sheet .10 subdivide the stencil sheet into a plurality 
of areas such as the area 12', the area 13 and the area 
14, any of which may be selectively removed from con 
tact with its surrounding area in any desired sequence. 
The undersur?ace of the stencil sheet 16' may be coated 

with a layer of pressure sensitive adhesive 15 or any of 
the well-known types commercially available and often 
referred to as rubber cement. In addition, when desired, 
the exposed adhesive layer 15 may be covered with a 
temporary protective sheet layer to of plastic, paper or 
other suitable materials. It should be understood that the 
double cuts 11 and 12 do not extend into the adhesive 
layer 15 and protective layer 16 when used. 
FIGURE 3 illustrates how the double cut stencil of 

the invention may be formed when employed to resemble 
the leter B and ‘it will be seen that the double cut forma 
tion includes cuts 26720’, 21 21’ and 2:2 22’ into the 
stencil sheet so that separately removable stencil areas 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 are formed. 

In using the novel pre-cut stencil of the invention such 
as, for example the religious cross stencil shown by FIG 
URE l, the protective layer ‘16 is ?rst carefully removed 
to expose the adhesive surface 15. The stencil sheet 10 
may then be a?ixed to the surface to be ornamented such 
as a polished stone ‘surface or a memorial stone. There 
after, any one of the stencil areas 12’, 13 or 14 may be 
removed in any desired sequence to expose a desired sur 
face for air blast treatment either with steel shot or sand 
or other abrasive materials. After a preliminary air 
blast treatment, for example, one of the stencil areas 12', 
13 or 514 may be rea?ixed to the surface of the stone 
leaving different ‘stone ‘areas exposed for further ‘air ‘blast 
treatment. It may be desirable to coat the surface of the 
stone to which selected stencil areas are to ‘be re-applied 
with additional adhesive material such ‘as a rubber ?ller 
cement or the like. Thereafter, additional air blast pro 
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cedures may be employed to the differently exposed areas 
of the stone to produce additional ornamental effects. 
One example of a technique for producing a whitened 

cross on a stone surface with a deeply etched outline would 
be as follows. The entire stencil sheet is ?rst applied to 
the stone surface and the areas 13 and 14 are removed 
along the cut line 11. Thereafter, a light air blasting 
of steel shot may be projected against the exposed stone 
surface to whiten such stone surface. After this step, 
the removed stencil areas 13 and 14 are re-applied to the 
whitened area and then the stencil area 13 is removed 
along the cut lines 11 and 12 thus exposing the outline 
of the whitened area for further air blasting with heavy 
abrasive material to thus produce the deeply etched out 
line as desired. Alternatively, only the stencil area 14 
‘may be replaced on the whitened surface by removing the 
stencil area 13 prior to re-applying the stencil material to 
the stone surface. 

Obviously the stencil areas 12', 13 and 14 may be re 
moved and re-applied in any desired sequence as often 
as desired for producing the desired ornamental effects 
in accordance with various known techniques. One fur 
ther example of a different ornamental technique to which 
the pre-cut stencil of the invention is particularly adapted 
would be removing the entire outer stencil area 12' so 
that a background surrounding the desired outline may 
be exposed on the stone surface for heavy abrasive air 
blasting. Thereafter, the stencil areas 12', 13 and 14 
may be variously re-applied and removed to produce addi 
tional ornamental effects as desired. 

Although in its preferred form the pro-cut stencil of the 
invention has been shown to include an adhesive layer 15 
and adhesive protective layer 16, it should be obvious that 
either one or both of these layers may be omitted and 
the stencil may be applied by using temporary adhesive 
coatings on the surface to be ornamented. It should 
therefore be understood that the scope of the invention 
includes any pre-cut stencil made of tough and resistant 
sheet material having the desired outline formed by dou- " 
‘ble stencil cuts. Since as previously mentioned the dou 
ble stencil cuts can be produced by a die cutting proce 
dure, it is apparent that stencil sheet 10 may be made of 
thick and resilient material to resist high air blast pres 
sures. 

hand cut stencil which could not be made of a requisite 
thickness to resist the higher air blast pressures which 
might be desirable in order to increase the efficiency of 
the ornamentation procedures. Obviously the invention 
'may be used for other ornamentation procedures than the 
speci?ed air blast procedures in which case the stencil 
sheet would be made of a material intended to resist the 
acid etching or similar ornamentation technique. 

Various modi?cations may be made within the spirit 
of the invention and the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A pre-cut stencil for use with air blast and other 

decorative procedures comprising, a sheet of stencil ma~ 
terial having properties to resist the effects of the air blast 
and other decorative procedures, and a plurality of sub 
stantially continuous cuts into one surface of the stencil 
sheet along a desired stencil outline with the cuts spaced 
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it 
from one another along the desired outline by predeter 
mined amounts to form at least three separate and dis 
tinct stencil areas, one or more of which may be selec 
tively removed independently of the others. 

2. The stencil of claim 1 in which the stencil sheet is 
comprised of rubber composition having a thickness to 
resist the effects of the air blast and other decorative 
procedures. 

3. A pre-cut stencil for use with air blast and other 
decorative procedures comprising, a sheet of stencil mate 
rial having properties to resist the effects of the air blast 
and other decorative procedures, at least two‘ substantial 
1y continuous cuts into one surface of the stencil sheet 
along a desired stencil outline with the cuts spaced from 
one another along the desired outline by predetermined 
amounts to form at least three separate and distinct sten 
cil areas, one or more of which may be selectively re 
moved independently of the others, and a layer of ad 
hesive secured to the other surface of said stencil sheet. 

4. The stencil of claim 3 in which the stencil sheet is 
comprised of rubber composition having a thickness to 
resist the effects of the air blast and other decorative 
procedures. 

5. The stencil of claim 3 in which the double cuts into 
the one surface of the stencil sheet do not extend into 
the layer of adhesive secured to the other surface of the 
stencil sheet. 

6. A pre-cut stencil for use with air blast and other 
decorative procedures comprising, a sheet of stencil mate 
rial having properties to resist the elfects of the air blast 
and other decorative procedures, double substantially con 
tinuous cuts into one surface of the stencil sheet along 
a desired stencil outline with the cuts spaced from one 
another along the desired outline by predetermined 
amounts to form three separate and distinct stencil areas, 
one or more of which may be selectively removed inde 
pendently of the others, a, layer of adhesive secured to 
the other surface of said stencil sheet, and a removable 
protective layer of sheet material secured to the exposed 
surface of the layer of adhesive. 

7. The stencil of claim 6 in which the stencil sheet is 
comprised of rubber composition having a thickness to 
resist the effects of the air blast and other decorative 
procedures. 

8. The stencil of claim 6 in which the double cuts into 
the one surface of the stencil sheet do not extend into 
the layer of adhesive and protective layer secured to the 
other surface of the stencil sheet. 
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