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This application relates generally to wearing apparel 
and to equipment for quickly and easily applying and re 
moving such apparel with a minimum of effort and in a 
minimum of time. 
The application relates particularly to the applying and 

removing of shoes or the like and to a method and appa 
ratus for applying and releasing the tension on the shoe 
laces without the necessity of untying such shoe laces. 

Heretofore various means for fastening shoes have been 
in use and these have included shoe laces, buttons, zippers, 
buckles and the like, and of these the shoe lace has been 
the most commonly used even though it has been neces 
sary to untie shoe laces each time the shoe is removed and 
to retie the laces when the shoes are again put on. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a method and 
apparatus which is used in cooperation with shoe laces and 
which permits the shoes to be quickly and easily applied 
and removed from the feet without the necessity of un 
tying the shoe laces. 

Another object of the invention is to provide shoe laces 
which give added support to the ankles. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a method 

wheerin the shoe laces are tied at the lower portion of 
the tying ?ap of the shoe instead of the top. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the vfollowing description taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawing in which: 

‘FIG. 1 is a perspective of an athletic type shoe illus 
trating one embodiment of the invention in an open posi 
tion; 
FIG. 2, an enlarged fragmentary top plan illustrating 

the shoe of FIG. 1 in closed position; 
FIG. 3, a perspective of the fastening device per se; 
FIG. 4, a perspective illustrating the fastening device 

applied to a work style shoe; 
FIG. 5, a perspective illustrating the invention applied 

to a boot type shoe; , 
FIG. 6, a perspective illustrating the application of the 

invention to a low-cut athletic shoe; 
FIG. 7, a perspective of a modi?ed form of fastening 

device in use; 
‘FIG. 8, a perspective of the fastening device of FIG. 7; 

and, 
FIG. 9, a perspective of a shoe utilizing the fastener of 

FIG. 7. 
Briefly stated the present invention is a method and 

apparatus for use on shoes having shoe laces and includes 
a clip or other fastening device which permits such shoe 
laces to be quickly tightened and released to allow rapid 
application and removal of the shoes without untying the 
shoe laces. The preferred form of the invention is a rela 
tively small clip adapted to be attached to a loop in the 
shoe lace and which has a hook portion for releasably en 
gaging a loop on the opposite side of the shoe. 
With continued reference to the drawing, a shoe 10 is 

provided having a tongue 11 and a pair of flaps 12 and 13 
which normally overlie the tongue and which are con 
nected by a shoe lace 14 received within a series of eye 
lets 15 in each of the ?aps 12 and 13 to close the front 
portion of the shoe. The shoe laces may be constructed 
of any convenient material such as woven fabric, leather, 
plastic or the like, and if desired may have metal tips or 
fer-rules 16 on each end to assist in threading the shoe laces 
through the eyelets 15. 

10 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,l93,95® 
Patented July 13, 1965 lCe 

2 
Normally the central portion of the shoe laces connects 

the bottom of the ?aps 12 and 13 and the shoe lace iS 
then crossed back and forth between such flaps and the 
free ends are located at the top of the shoe so that when 
the shoe lace is tightened the ?aps 12 and 13 will be 
closed over the tongue 11 and the ends of the shoe lace 
are tied in a bow to secure the shoe on the foot of the 
wearer. 

In the present application the central portion of the 
shoe lace is disposed at the top portion of the flaps 12 and 
13 and one or more loops 17 are formed in the shoe lace 
by passing such shoe lace from the inside of an‘ eyelet on 
one of the ?aps to the outside thereof and back in through 
the next lower eyelet in the same ?ap. If desired, the 
shoe lace may then crisscross to the opposite side and 
additional loops may be formed in the manner illustrated 
in FIGS. 1 and 4; or, as illustrated in ‘FIG. 5, additional 
loops may be formed on the same ?ap without crisscross 
ing the ends of the shoe lace. The free ends of the shoe 
lace are then joined at the bottom front portion of the flaps 
12 and 13 and may be secured together by a bow or knot 
18. 
The loops 17 which have been formed in one of the 

?aps are adapted to be connected to the corresponding 
loops in the opposite ?ap and in order to do this a clip 
20 is slidably attached to one of the loops by an eye 21. 
The eye 21 is formed with an arc 22 so that the shoe 
lace 14 will not engage a sharp corner which would even 
tually sever the shoe lace. The opposite end of the clip 
2t) is provided with a hook 23, the bight portion of which 
has an arcuate portion 24 adapted to engage the loop 17 
of the opposite ?ap. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, clips 20 are applied to the 

loops 17 of the ?ap 13 and when the shoe 10 is applied to 
the foot of the wearer the loops 17 of the ?ap 12 are en 
gaged by the hook 23, as illustrated in FIG. 2, to close 
the ?aps 12 and 13. When it is desired to remove the 
shoe it ‘is only necessary to remove the loops of the ?ap 
'12 from the hook portion of the clips 20 whereupon the 
loops will provide suf?cient slack to easily remove the shoe 
from the foot without the necessity of untying the ends 
of the shoe lace. 

Relatively tall high-cut shoes which project upwardly 
about the ankle of the wearer may have an additional eye 
let 26 located adjacent to the top of the shoe and in spaced 
relation to the uppermost of the eyelets 15 so that the 
shoe lace 14 may extend around the upper portion of the 
shoe and give added support to the ankle of the wearer. 
With reference to FIGS. 7-9 a shoe 30 is provided hav 

ing ?aps 31 and 32 and each of said ?aps has a series of 
eyelets 33 for the reception of a shoe lace 34. In this 
modi?cation the flap 32 is provided with one or more pro 
jections 35 on which a button 36 having a stem 37 is ?xed. 
The shoe lace 34 is provided with loops 38 as described 
in the previous modi?cation, and in order to tighten the 
shoe lace after the shoe has been applied to the foot of 
the wearer, the loops 38 of the flap 31 are ?rst placed 
around the stem 37 of the button 36, after which the loops 
38 of the ?ap 32 are placed about the same stern. 

In the use of the device when the shoe is applied to the 
vfoot of the wearer the loops 17 or 38 are drawn through 
the eyelets to tighten the shoe laces and draw the ?aps 
toward each other, and such loops are then engaged with 
the clips 2% or the stems 37 to maintain the shoe laces 
tight. When it is desired to remove the shoe it is only 
necessary to disconnect the loops from the attaching mem 
bers and the loops will provide su?icient slack to permit 
the shoe to be easily removed without untying the shoe 
laces. 

It will be obvious to one skilled in the art that various 
changes may be made in the invention without departing 



‘ing and described in the speci?cation, but only 
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from the spirit and scope thereof andtherefore the Vinven 
tion is not limited by that which is illustrated in the draw, 

‘ as indicated 
in the accompanying claim. ’ g ' 

What is claimed is :7 a 2 a ,- ‘ 1 ' 

Apparatus for fastening a shoe having a'pair of spaced 
generally parallel ?aps connected’ 'by a shoe lace having 
opposed loops, saidapparatu's comprising a clip having 
a thin relatively small body, an integral tubular eye atone 
end of said body, ‘said eye extending entirely [across said 
body and being formed on a transverse arc, saidVeye-being 
slidably mountedon one loop of one of said ?aps with-' I 
out cutting the same, an integral hook at they-opposite 
end of said body, said ‘hook including a, bight portion and a 
a tang, said big-ht portion extending entirely across said’ 
body’ and being'formed on a transverse are, said light 

15 

portion being of a size tojselectively receive an opposed " 
' ‘loop on the other ?ap without cutting the same,v.said tang 
‘overlying said body and having a ‘portion extending to- . 
.ward said body and terminating in an upwardly curved 
portion to facilitate insertion of the shoe lace, said hook ' 

and said eye being substantially in the same plane when’ 
in use, whereby said ?-aps will be in close generally parallel 
position and the shoe laces will bettight when the appa 
ratus. is connecting opposed loops of the shoe lace and will 
provide sufficient slack to remove the shoe from the foot 

- of the wearer when the hook is'detached trorn one of the 
' loops. ' i ‘ I n 
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