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The present invention concerns a toothbrush. 
It is a recognized fact that the most suitable way of 

brushing teeth is to move :a brush, above all, along the 
outside and inside of the teeth in a direction lengthwise 
of the teeth i.e. in substantially vertical direction because 
in this manner not only the recesses between neighboring 
teeth are most e?iciently cleaned but because also in this 
manner the enamel which is grown in that direction is 
treated most gently and thus preserved. 

However, the advice to brush the teeth in this manner 
is not always followed because with ordinary toothbrushes 
it is neither convenient nor very easy to carry out the 
above mentioned method of brushing. 

It is therefore one object of this invention to provide 
for a toothbrush which not only makes it easy to brush 
the teeth on the inside and outside in'the desired vertical 
direction but which actually forces the user of the tooth 
brush to clean the teeth in this preferred manner. 

It is another object of this invention to provide for a 
toothbrush of the type set forth which is adjustable be 
tween two positions, one of which is speci?cally adapted 
for cleaning the outside of the teeth and the other one 
speci?cally designed for cleaning the inside of the teeth. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide for 
such a toothbrush which is comparatively simple of con 
struction and extremely convenient in use. 
With the above objects in View the invention includes a 

toothbrush comprising, in combination, elongated handle 
means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means pivotally 
mounted in the area of one end of said handle means for 
turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst position 
in which said oblong brush carrier means extend from 
said area alongside each other in longitudinal direction 
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of said handle means, and a second position in which said ‘ 
oblong brush carrier means extend from said area in 
directions opposite to each other and transversely of said 
longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of said 
brush carrier means being equipped with a plurality of 
bristles projecting therefrom in a direction transverse of 
the plane of rotation of said brush carrier means; and 
control means for moving said brush carrier means be 
tween said ?rst and second positions thereof. 

In a more speci?c aspect the invention includes a 
toothbrush comprising, in combination, elongated handle 
means; and oblong brush carrier means mounted in the 
area of one end of said handle means and extending trans 
versely of the longitudinal direction of said handle means, 
said brush carrier means being curved in a plane trans 
verse of said longitudinal direction of said handle means 
and being equipped with a plurality of bristles projecting 
therefrom substantially in the direction of said plane. 
The novel features which are considered as character 

istic for the invention are set forth in particular in the 
appended claims. The invention itself, however, both 
as to its construction and its method of operation, to 
gether with additional objects and advantages thereof, 
will be best understood from the following description of 
speci?c embodiments when read in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a toothbrush according to the 

invention, in a ?rst position of the movable parts thereof; 
FIG. 2 is a lateral view of the toothbrush according to 

FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is an end view of the brush illustrated by FIGS. 

1 and 2; 
FIG. 4 is a side View of the brush according to the 

invention, in a second position of the movable elements 
thereof; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the toothbrush in the position 

illustrated by FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the handle portion of the tooth 

brush illustrated by FIGS. 1-5; 
FIG. 7 is a lateral view of the handle according to 

PEG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is a plan view of the slide member of the tooth 

brush according to FIGS. 1-5; 
FIG. 9 is a lateral view of the slide member according 

to FIG. 8; and 
FIG. 10 is a diagrammatic illustration at a larger scale 

of the end portion of the toothbrush according to the 
invention. 
As can be seen from FIGS. 1-3, one embodiment of 

the invention is a toothbrush which comprises an elon 
gated handle a which carries at one end two brush car 
riers b1 and [)2 of oblong shape which extend from the 
end of the handle a in opposite directions transversely of 
the longitudinal direction of the handle a and which are 
curved as illustrated by FIG. 3 in a plane also transverse 
of the longitudinal direction of the handle a. The bristles 
b’ extend from the concave surfaces of the brush carrier 
members [21 and b2 substantially in the plane of said 
curvature. Consequently, the entire set of bristles b’ in 
the curved arrangement shown by FIG. 3 is particularly 
well suited for cleaning the outside of the teeth in the 
front portion of the mouth in the above described pref 
erable manner namely in vertical direction because the 
brush according to the invention has only to be moved 
in vertical direction up and down while the curved 
brushes are in engagement with a substantial number of 
the teeth simultaneously. 
However, in a preferred embodiment of the invention 

the brush carrier members b1 and b2 are mounted ad 
justably on the handle a so that their position relative to 
the handle can be changed for the purpose of using, in one 
position, the brush in the manner described above for 
cleaning the outside of the teeth, particularly in the front 
portion of the mouth, and for using the brush, in a second 
position, for cleaning particularly the inside of the teeth. 
The illustrated embodiment comprises a pair of oblong 

brush carrier members b1 and b2 which are pivoted at 
the end of the handle a. As can be seen best from 
FIGS. 3 and 6, each of the brush carrier members b1 and 
122 is provided with a pivot pin composed of a portion f1 
or f2, respectively, of comparatively larger diameter and 
an extension f1, or f2’, respectively, of smaller diameter, 
the last mentioned portion ?tting into corresponding hear 
ing holes all and a2’, respectively, provided in the handle 
member a. The above mentioned pivot pins are held in 
place in the bearing holes by some suitable means e.g. 
by a small plate hi» or f2”, respectively, attached to the 
outer end of the pivot pin. 
The brush carrier members b1 and [)2 being thus pivot; 

ally mounted near the end of the handle a can be moved 
or turned between two positions, namely between a ?rst 
position as illustrated by FIGS. 4 and 5 in which the 
two brush carrier members b1 and b2 extend alongside 
each other in the longitudinal direction of the handle a, 
and a second position illustrated by FIGS. 1-3 in which 
the two brush carrier members extend from the end of 
the handle a in opposite direction to each other trans 
versely of the longitudinal direction of the handle a. 

In order to move the brush carrier members between 
these two positions control means are provided which 
may consist for example by a slide member 0 as illus 
trated separately by FIGS. 8 and 9 which is arranged for 



~ member (1. 

provided with corresponding wave-like recesses. 

being slidingly moved along the handle membera. lnere 
are many Ways in which the slide member c may be guided 
for a lengthwise movement along the handle member a; 

‘ .One possibility’is to provide one of these members with 
. ‘ a projecting portion and the other member with a1 corre 
sponding slot, groove or'recess in which the projecting 
portion may slide.’ A projecting'rib F2‘ is shown on the . 
lower side‘of the slide member c and a corresponding slot 
or groove 1'1 is shown on the upper face of the handle 

'The specific con?guration of the portions r1‘ 
and r2 will be explained and, described further'below. 
The slide member c issuperimposed on the handle a 

and terminates at one end thereof in'two fork-like arms 
d1 and d2 which reach into thearea, outside the bearing’ 

1 holes a1, andgay, respectively, described 'above., The 
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thereof. Of ’ course, the'outer‘edges of the above men 
tioned recesses and‘projections, or both, should be cham 
fered so that no sharp shoulders are‘ present. Assuming 
further-that at least one of the members a and cvhas a 
certain elasticity /so_as'to be easily bent, it’ will ‘be ‘tinder 
stood that upon, shifting the slide memberY'c relative to 

1the handlemember a. the arrestingprojection or projec 
' ‘tions can be shifted from onerecess into the other. After 
such shift the natural pressureiexerted by the ?ngers or 
by 'the hand of'the user-will ?rmly holdw the movable 

‘ parts of the toothbrush in the desired'position. 

15' 
ends of thearms d1 and dzcarr'y each? a pin. I11 and [12, » 
respectively, whichare designed to, operatively connect ' 
'the slide member c with the brush carrier members 151 ‘ 
and b2, respectively. ' . . 

This operative connectioncan bev seen more clearly 
from the‘ FIG. 10. FIG. 10. is actually a plan view 
exactly as FIG. 1 however for better explanation the 
brush carrier members b1 and [32 are shown as if they 
were transparent so that other details of the cooperating 
parts are recognizable more easily; According to H6. 10 
each of the brush carrier members bi and b2 is also pro 

7 rier member.‘ The slot or groove k1 is fitted over the’ 
above mentioned pin I11 of the slide member c?while the 
slot k2 is similarly ?tted over the pin k2. It will be un 
derstood that if ‘the slide 0 is moved a certain distance 
in the lengthwise direction of the handle‘a, the'pins hl 
and I12 will move the respective brush carrier members, 
while sliding in the slots I11 and'hz, respectively, between’ ' 
the above mentioned two characteristicpositions. The 
amountjof movement is predetermined and indicated as x 
in FIG. 2 which shows the slide member c-moved rela 
tive to the handle a enough for, causing the brush carrier 

. members b1 ‘and b2 to assume the above mentioned sec 
ond position as illustrated in FIGS. 1-3. I 

Undercertain circumstances it- may be desirable to 
prevent the outer ‘ends of the member a, and c from mov 
ing part’ unintentionally. .For this purpose for instance 
the handle member a may be provided with a small hole 
c'” and the slide memberwith aslot c'.' A rivet c" 

' or the likeplaced through'the slot c’ and thehole c'” 
and remaining ‘slid‘able in the slot c’ may be used‘ for 

' achieving this result. 
' As awhole allgmembers. of the toothbrushjdescribed 

' above may be made me simple manner from synthetic 
material, preferably of a type which gives the member a 

, ‘certain amount or elasticity. “Such elasticity is even 

' vided with a groove. k1 or k2,'respect_ively, extending in ' lengthwise direction of the respective ‘oblong brush car 

desirable for properly carrying out the cleaning operation 
by the toothbrush.‘ ' - I‘ 

7 It should ber'noted that the smalligap existing between 
the inner ends of the brush carrier members fbl and [22 as 
shown in the second position illustrated by FIGSJ and 3 

Yiis in no way deterimentalfor the cleaning effect because 

‘ to, carrying out the most effective and suitable operation‘ 
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It is easy to'understand that the user of the toothbrush 7 
can easily control the desired position of the brush car? 
rier ‘members because while holding the toothbrush in 
his hands .he can easily shift withhis?ngers the slide 
member 0 lengthwise relative to the handle member .a. 

g In order to facilitate this operation it may be advisable 
'to provide the outwardly facing surfaces 7of both or at _ 
least one of the handle and slide members with corruga 
tions or serrations g1 and g2, respectively, as illustrated. 
After the slide member a and correspondingly the con 

.it is' to be expected thatthe bristles 22’ near these inner ends . 
will bridge that gap so'that it remains entirely unnoticeable 
and without any disadvantageous effect. 

ltwillbe understood that the toothbrush according to 
the invention as ‘described above by-way of example is 
comparatively very simple in its‘ construction highly ef 
ficient through its adjustability and in any case inducive 

of cleaning the teeth.’ 
~ It will be understood that each‘of the. elements described 

above,lor tworor more together, may also ?nd'a useful 
' application in other types of a toothbrushwith brush car 
rier members extending transversely of the handle differ 
ing from the types described above. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described 
as embodied in a toothbrush‘with brushcarrier members 
adjustable between twojdiiferent positions, it is not ‘in 

,. tended to be limited to the details shown,.since various 
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trolled brush carrier members have been moved toqne ‘ 
or‘ the other of the desired positions, the pressure of the 
fingers orof the hand'of the user which is‘automatically' 7 
applied between the members a and 0 will prevent further 
relative movement and thus hold the brushv carrier mem- > 
bers in the particular'desired position. However, it‘ may 
be desirable to provide for some kind of locking‘or; arrest-, ~_ . 
ing means which would assist in maintaining the moveablev ' 

. members in one or the'other achieved relative position. 
For this purpose either the slide member 0, or the ham 

" dle member a may be provided with at least one projec 
tion and the other member with atleast two correspond 
ing recesses e.g. in the surfaces of these membersvwrhich 

, face each‘other so that said projection, in one position, I 
is in engagement'with one of'said recesses, and in said" 
position is in engagement with the. other one of said re 
cesses. In the preferred embodiment illustrated 'in the 
drawing the guide rib r2 is provided vwith a plurality of 
wave-like projections, and-the corresponding slot r1 is' 

The 
lengthwisefdimension of these projections and recesses 
should be substantially‘ equal to the distance x which is 
the amount of shift necessary for moving the brush 
carrier members between said ?rst and second position’ 
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modi?cations and structural changes may b'emade without 
departing in any way from the spirit ofthe present in~ 
vention. . . ' '- V a 

. Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully're 
veal the gist of the present invention that others can by ap 
plying current knowledge readily adapt it for various ap 
plications without omitting features that, from the stand 
point of prior art, fairly constitute essential characteristics 
of the generic orspeci?c'aspects of this invention and, 
‘therefore, such adaptations should and are intended to be 
comprehended withinthe meaning and range of equiva 
lence of the following claims. . 

.Whatis claimedas new and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent is: l ' . ' 

,1. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
_ handle‘, means; a pair of oblong-brush carriermeans' pivot 

' .side each other in‘longitudinal direction of said handle 4 

ally mounted, in the area of oneejof said handle means 
forjturning movement relative theretoin mutually op 
posite directions between a ?rst position in which said 
oblongbrush carrier'means extend from said area along 

, means,,and a secondposition in which said oblong brush 
carrier means extend from said areain directions opposite 
to each other and transversely of said longitudinal direc 

j tion of said handlermeans, each of said brush carrier means 
7 being curved in a plane transverse of theplane of rotation 
thereof and being equipped with a plurality of.bristles 
projecting therefrom in a direction transverse of the plane 
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of rotation of said brush carrier means; and slide means 
operatively connected to said pair of brush carrier means 
for turning one of said brush carrier means between said 
?rst and second positions thereof in a ?rst direction of 
movement transversely of said longitudinal direction while 
simultaneously turning the other of said brush carrier 
means in a second direction of movement opposite said 
?rst direction. 

2. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means for 
turning movement relative thereto in mutually opposite 
directions between a ?rst position in which said oblong 
brush carrier means extend from said area alongside each 
other in longitudinal direction of said handle means, and 
a second position in which said oblong brush carrier means 
extend from said area in directions opposite to each other 
and transversely of said longitudinal direction of said 
handle means, each of said brush carrier means being 
curved in a plane transverse of the plane of rotation there 
of and being equipped with a plurality of bristles projecting 
therefrom in a direction transverse of the plane of rotation 
of said brush carrier means; and control means for moving 
said brush carrier means between said ?rst and second 
positions thereof, said control means comprising slide 
means arranged for being manually moved glidingly along 
said elongated handle means ‘and having an end portion 
operatively connected with said pair of brush carrier 
means in such a manner that a sliding movement of said 
slide means along said handle means in one direction 
causes one brush carrier means of said pair to move from 
said ?rst position to said second position in a ?rst direction 
of movement, while simultaneously causing the other one 
of said pair to move from said ?rst position to said second 
position in a second direction of movement opposite said 
?rst direction, and that a movement of said slide means 
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in opposite direction causes the respective brush carrier ' 
means to move from their respective second positions to 
the respective ?rst positions. 

3. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means pivot 
ally mounted in the area of one end of said handle means 
for turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst posi 
tion in which said oblong brush carrier means extend from 
said area alongside each other in longitudinal direction 
of said handle means, and a second position in which said 
oblong brush carrier means extend from said area in di 
rections opposite to each other and transversely of said 
longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of said 
brush carrier means being curved in a plane transverse of 
the plane of rotation thereof and being equipped with a V 
plurality of bristles projecting therefrom in a direction 
transverse of the plane of rotation of said brush carrier 
means; and control means for moving said brush carrier 
means between said ?rst and second positions thereof, 
said control means comprising slide means arranged for 
being manually moved slidingly along said elongated 
handle means and having a forked end portion including 
tWo arms, each being operatively connected with a ditfen 
ent one of said brush carrier means, each of the latter 
having a guide portion in sliding engagement with a por 
tion of one of said arms, in such a manner that a sliding 
movement of said slide means along said handle means 
in one direction causes said pair of brush carrier means 
to move from said ?rst position to said second position, 
and that a movement in opposite direction causes said 
brush carrier means to move from said second position to 
said ?rst position. 

4. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means pivot 
ally mounted in the area of one end of said handle means 
for turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst posi 
tion in which said oblong brush carrier means extend 
from said area alongside each other in longitudinal direc 
tion of said handle means, and a second position in which 
said oblong brush carrier means extend from said area in 
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directions opposite to each other and transversely of said 
longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of said 
brush carrier means being curved in a plane transverse of 
the plane of rotation thereof and being equipped with a 
plurality of bristles projecting therefrom in a direction 
transverse of the plane of rotation of said brush carrier 
means; and control means for moving said brush carrier 
means between said ?rst and second positions thereof, 
said control means comprising slide means arranged for 
being manually moved slidingly along said elongated han 
dle means and having an end portion operatively con 
nected with said pair of brush carrier means in such a 
manner that a sliding movement of said slide means along 
said handle means in one direction causes said pair of 
brush carrier means to move from said ?rst position to 
said second position, and that a movement in opposite 
direction causes said brush carrier means to move from 
said second position to said ?rst positon, one of said han 
dle and slide means being provided with at least one elon 
gated slot portion and the other one of said handle and 
slide means being provided with at least one projecting 
guide portion slidingly engaging said slot portion for 
guiding the sliding movement of said slide means rela— 
tive to said handle means. 

5. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means pivot 
ally, mounted in the area of one end of said handle means 
for turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst 
position in which said oblong brush carrier means extend 
from said area alongside each other in longitudinal direc 
tion of said handle means, and a second position in which 
said oblong brush carrier means extend from said area in 
directions opposite to each other and transversely of said 
longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of said 
brush carrier means being curved in a plane transverse of 
the plane of rotation thereof and being equipped with a 
plurality of bristles projecting therefrom in a direction 
transverse of the plane of rotation of said brush carrier 
means; and control means for moving said brush carrier 
means between said ?rst and second positions thereof, 
said control means comprising slide means arranged for 
being manually moved slidingly along said elongated han 
dle means and having a forked end portion including two 
arms, each being operatively connected with a different 
one of said brush carrier means, each of the latter having 
a guide portion in sliding engagement with a portion of 
one of said arms, in such a manner that a sliding move 
ment of said slide means along said handle means in one 
direction causes said pair of brush carrier means to move 
from said ?rst position to said second position, and that 
a movement in opposite direction causes said brush car‘ 
rier means to move from said second position to said 
?rst position, one of said handle and slide means being 
provided with at least one elongated slot portion and the 
other one of said handle and slide means being provided 
with at least one projecting guide portion slidingly engag 
ing said slot portion for guiding the sliding movement of 
said slide means selective to said handle means. 

6. A toothbrush, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means for 
turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst position 
in which said oblong brush carrier means extend from 
said are-a alongside each other in longitudinal direction 
of said handle means, and a second position in which said 
oblong brush carrier means extend from said area in di 
rections opposite to each other and transversely of said 
longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of said 
brush carrier means being curved in a plane transverse 
of the plane of rotation thereof and being equipped with 
a plurality of bristles projecting therefrom in a direction 
transverse of the plane of rotation of said brush carrier 
means; and control means for moving said brush carrier 
means between said ?rst and second positions thereof, 
said control means comprising slide means arranged for 
being manually moved glidingly along said elongated han 



le means and having a forked’ end portion operatively 
connected with said pair of'brush carrier means in such a 
manner that a sliding movement of said slide means along 
said handle means in ‘one direction causes said pair of 
brush carrier’means to turn in opposite directions from 
said ?rst position to said second position, and that a move 
ment in opposite direction causes saidbrush carrier means 
to'move'from said second position to said ?rst position, 
said control means including arresting means for disen 
gaged-ly locking said slide means in place on said handle 
means when said brush carrier means are moved to either, 
one of said ?rst and second positions, respectively. 

7. A toothbrush, comprising,inrcombination, elongate-d , 
handle means; a pair ofoblong brush ‘carrier means pivot~ 
ally mounted‘ in the area ‘of one end of said handle means 
for turning movement relative thereto between a first: 
position in which said oblong brush carrier means extend 
from said area alongside each other in longitudinal direc 
tionof said handle means, and a second position in which 
said oblong brush carrier means-extendfrom said area 
in directions opposite to eachother and‘ transversely of 

[said longitudinal direction of said handle means, each of 
said brush carrier means being curved in a, plane trans 
verse of the plane of rotation thereof and being equipped 
with a plurality of bristles projecting therefrom in a di 
rectiontransverse of the plane of rotation of said brush 
carrier means; and‘control means for moving said brush 
carrier means between said ?rstand second positions 
thereof, said control means comprising slide means ar 
ranged’ for being manually ; moved slidinglyralong said 
elongated handle means and having, a forked end portion, 
including two arms, each being operatively connected 
with a different one of said brush carrier means, each of 
the latter having a’ guide portion in sliding engagement 
with a portion of one ofsaid arms, in such a manner that 
a sliding movement of said slide means along saidhandle 
means in one direction causes said pair of brush carrier 
means to move from saidr?rst position to said second 
position, to said second position, and that a 'movernent 
in opposite directionrcauses said brush carrier means to 
move from said second vposition to said ?rst position, said, 
control means including arresting means ‘for disengagedly 
locking said slide means in place on said handle means 
when said brush carrier means are moved, toeither one 
of‘ said ?rst and second positions, respectively. a 

8. A toothbrush, comprising, incombination, elongated 
handle means; a pair of oblong brush carrier means vfor 
turning movement relative thereto between a ?rst position , 
in which saidoblong brush carrierv means extend from 
said area’ alongsidereach other in longitudinal direction 
of said handle means, and a vsecond position in which 
said oblong brush carrier means extend fromsaid area 
in directions opposite to each other'and transversely of 

vs, 1 age-,sea ' ‘ 
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means relative to said handle means, ‘said slot‘ portion 
and said' guide portion having metrically interengaging 
edges, atleast one of said edges of one of said portions 
being‘ provided with at least one projecting part and at 
least'one of the edges of the other portion being pro 
vided with at leastltwo recesses in such a manner that 
said projecting’ part ‘engages one'of said recesses and 
arrests said slide means on said handle means ‘when said 
brush carrier means are moved‘ to said ?rst position, and 
that said projecting part engages the other one of said 
recesses and arrests said’ slide means‘ _on- said handle 
means when said brush carrier means are moved to said 

, second position, at 'least one vof said handle and slide 
means being sufficiently elastic to permit shifting of said 
projecting part'from engagement with one of said'recesses 
to engagement with the other'one of said’ recesses, 

9. A toothbrush, comprising,'j in combination, elon 
gated handle means; a pair of oblong brush-‘carrier means 
pivotallymounted in the‘area of one end of said handle 
means for turning movementrelativethereto between a 
first position in which said oblong brush carrier means 
extend from said-‘area alongside each other in longi 
tudinal direction 'of said handle means, and'a second 
position'in which, said oblong brush carrier means, ex 
tend from saidarea-‘in directions opposite toeach other, 

' and’ transversely of said longitudinal direction of said 
, handle means, each of said brush carrier means being 
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curved in, a plane transverse; of the plane of rotation 
thereof'and being equipped with a plurality of bristles 
projecting therefrom in a direction transverse ‘of the'plane 
of rotation of said brush carrier means; and'control 

7 means formoving' said brush carrier means between said 
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said longitudinal direction of said handle means, each . 
of said brush carrier means being curved‘ in a planev 
transverse of the plane of‘ rotation thereof and being 
equipped with‘ a plurality of bristles projecting therefrom 
in a direction transverse of the plane of rotation of said 
brush carrier means; and control means for moving said 
brush carrier means between said ?rst and second po-l 
sitions thereof, said control means comprising slide means ' 
arranged for being manually moved glidingly along .said, 
elongated handle means 'andrhaving an end portion op 
eratively connected with said pair of brush carrier 'mcans ' 
in such a manner that a sliding movement of said slide 
means along said handlemeans intone. direction causes 
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.?rst andgsecond positions thereof, said control means 
comprising slide means arranged for being ,manually 
moved slidingly along. saidelongated handle, means and 
having a tori-tedv end-portion including two arms, each 
being operatively connected with a different one of said 
brush carrier means, each ofv the latter having, a guide 
portion in sliding engagement'with a portion of one of 
said‘arms, in such a manner that a sliding movement of 
said slide ‘means, along said handlemeans in one direc 
tion'causes said pair of brush carrier means to move 
from said ?rst'positionto' said‘ second'position, and that 
a movement in opposite, direction causes said brush car 
rier means'to move from said second position to said 
‘?rst position, one'of said handle and slide means being 
provided'with at'rleast" one elongated slot' portion and 

' the other one of said handle and slide means being pro 
vided with at least one projecting guide portion slidingly 
engaging said slot portion for- guiding the sliding move 
ment'of said slide means relative to said‘ handle means, 
said slot portion and said guide portion having metrically 
interengaging edges,’ at least one of'said edges of one of 
said‘ portions ‘beingl'provided with at least one project 
ing part and at least one of the’ edges of the other portion 
being providedwith at least two recesses in such a man 
nor‘ that said projecting part engages one of said re 
cesses and arrests said slide means on said handle means 

7 when said brush carrier means are moved to said ?rst 
60 position, and'that said projecting part engages the other 

one of said recesses and arrests said slide means on said 
‘ handle means when‘ said brush carrier means are moved 
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said pair of brush carrier means toimove from said’ ?rst / 
position to said second position, and that 'a ‘movement’ 
in opposite direction causes said brush carrier means to 
move from said second position to said'?rst position, 
one of said handle and slidemeans being provided with 
atleast one elongated, slot‘ portion and the other one of 
said handle and slide means being provided with at least 
one projecting guide portion slidingly/engaging'said slot, 
portion for guiding the sliding movement of said slide 
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I to said second position, at least oneiof said handle and 
.slide means being su?iciently elastic‘ to' permit shifting 
of said projecting part from engagement with. one of said 
recessesto engagement with the other one of ‘said re 
cesses. _ t ‘ t I I I a v 

’ M. A toothbrush as claimed" in claim 3, wherein the 
outwardly facing surfaces of said handle means and slide 
means are provided. with corrugations for facilitating 
manual, movement of said slide means are provided with 
corrugations for facilitating manual movement of said 
slide meansrelative to said handle means. 
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