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‘This invention relates to holders for ?asks. More 
particularly, this invention relates to a holder for the sup 
port'of‘ one or more ?asks in an. upright, stable position. 

Chemical laboratory ?asks generally, and particularly 
volumetric ?asks and Erlenmeyer ?asks, have rounded 
bottoms and thus a base portion of smaller diameter than 
the diameter of several sections of the» body above the 
base making the ?ask relatively unstable. This instability 
often results in the tipping of the ?ask and spilling of its 
contents when it is accidentally touched or knocked or 
when its base supporting surface is suddenly bumped or 
moved. ,7 These accidental occurences have been found to 
be a source of annoyance and to result in wasted time and 
effort in chemical laboratories. 

Furthermore, it is often necessary to utilize a number 
of ?asks of similar size and shape in successive or repeti 
tive operations. Normally each ?ask is handled separately 
resulting in an inordinate amount of time and labor spent 
in handling the ?asks. Moreover, when several ?asks are 
used simultaneously, each must be labeled to avoid con 
fusion and accidental switching of ?asks. 

Therefore, it is one object of the present invention to 
provide a holder of channel or trough-like character for 
?asks to maintain the same in an upright, stable posit-ion. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a holder 
of simple construction and relatively low cost to main 
tain one or more chemical laboratory ?asks in an upright, 
stable position resistant to tipping and spilling even upon 
bumping and moving of the supporting surface. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a holder 

for a plurality of chemical laboratory ?asks of similar de 
sign and size wherein the said plurality may be handled, 
used and supported as a unit while maintaining their up 
right, stable alignment in rank. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a holder for one or more chemical laboratory ?asks, in 
which the holder may be readily labeled to identify the 
unlabeled ?ask or ?asks held therein. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention, 
its details of construction and arrangement of parts, will 
be apparent from the following speci?cation and accom 
panying drawing in which: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of the holder, 
‘FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the holder of FIG. 1, 
FIG. 3 is an end elevation of the holder of FIG. 1, 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 of a second embodi 

ment of the invention, and 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the holder of FIG. 4. 
Referring to the drawing, the holder 10 generally com 

prises a base 11, a pair of ?exible side walls 12, 12 and a 
pair of inwardly inclined ?ange members ‘13 and 14. 
More particularly, the base 11 is adapted to rest ?atly on 
a supporting surface such as a laboratory bench, shelf, and 
the like. The side walls 12 prefer-ably extend normal to 
the base 11 and are substantially parallel to each other 
with their ?anges 13 and 14 extending inwardly and prefer 
ably extending inwardly and upwardly from the walls 12 
to de?ne therewith and with the bottom 11, a clamp-like 
?ask receiving space. 

Since, as will hereinafter be shown, the holder of the 
present invention is most advantageously used to hold 
chemical laboratory ?asks having a downwardly increasing 
diameter section, it is preferred that the space formed by 
the innermost edges of members 13 and 14 have a trans 
verse dimension substantially equal to a diameter of such 
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?ask at a portion thereof having a downwardly increasing 
diameter. 

In one speci?c embodiment of the present invention the 
?anges 13 and 14- are of equal width, and in another spe 
ci?c embodiment they are of unequal width. 
To utilize the holder of this invention heretofore de 

scribed, one ‘or more ?asks 17 are inserted into either 
end of the endwise open resilient sided holder and are 
thus held therein. Although ?asks of various shapes can 
be held by the holder of this invention it is preferable 
and most advantageous to use the holder to support rela 
tively unstable ?asks and particularly unstable chemical 
laboratory ?asks having a relatively ?at but peripherally 
rounded, narrow base portion and at least a portion of its 
side surf-ace having a downwardly increasing diameter. 
Exemplary of chemical laboratory ?asks of this descrip 
tion ‘are volumetric ?asks, such as ?asks 17 of FIGS. 1 to 
3, and Erlenmeyer ?asks, such as ?asks 18 of ‘FIGS. 4 and 
5. Upon insertion of the said ?ask into the holder of the 
present invention, the members 13 and 14 exert a down 
Wardly, inwardly clamping relationship to the portion of 
the surface of the ?ask having a downwardly increasing 
diameter forcing its base against the base portion 11 of the 
holder, maintaining the ?ask in an upright, stable position. 
When several ?asks are thus successively inserted in the 
holder, it will be noted that the plurality of ?asks are held 
in the upright stable position in alignment in rank, per 
mitting convenient handling and use of the plurality of 
?asks as a single unit. 

In the holder 19, ?anges 13 and 14 are constructed of 
unequal transverse dimension. Furthermore, walls '12 can 
also be of unequal height without detracting from the oper 
ability of the holder. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention wherein the rectangular side walls 20 are 
of equal dimensions and are perpendicular to and integral 
with rectangular plane base 21, and spaced ?ange members 
22, 22 are rectangular and of equal dimensions, each inte 
grally connected to one of the walls 20 along their adja 
cent and substantially equal longitudinal margins, and 
extending upwardly and inwardly to the same degree. 
As will be recognized by the art, ?asks, such as those 

described above, particularly 17 and 18, are commercially 
produced and used in various sizes. In the practice of 
the present invention the holder is constructed, conven 
iently of a single blank of sheet metal bent at the hereto 
fore described margins, to support ?asks of a particular 
size and shape, although in the alternative this holder may 
be composed of a shaped sheet of plastic material, or ex 
truded to shape from metal or plastic material. Thus 
the width of the base portion and walls of the holder will 
depend upon the ?ask to be supported therein in order that 
the base of the ?ask rest upon the base portion of the 
holder and the upper members thereof provide a clamping 
relationship to the ?ask at a portion of its surface having 
a downwardly increasing diameter. The longitudinal di 
rnension of the holder is dependent upon the greatest diam 
eter and the number of the ?asks to be held therein, al 
though a lesser number of ?asks can be used in a holder 
constructed to support a greater number of ?asks. 
The outward surface of walls 12 or 20 can be conven 

iently labeled or marked to individually and/‘or collec 
tively identify the ?asks supported therein, and thus elimi 
nate the necessity for labeling the individual ?asks upon 
their surface, which is often di?icult to accomplish and 
unsatisfactory. 

While several speci?c embodiments of this invention are 
illustrated and described, it will be recognized by those 
skilled in the art that many modi?cations and variations 
of the invention are possible. 
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1. A holder for the support of chemical laboratory ?asks 
which comprises. a base, a pair of substantially parallel: 
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resilient side walls ‘and inwardly extending spacedhter- ' 
minal ?ange members extending from said walls forming a 
?ask receiving endwise open space substantially equivalent 
in transverse dimension to a diameter of said ?asks ata 
portion thereof having a downwardly increasing diameter. 

2. A holder for the support of chemical laboratory ?asks 
which comprises a base of greater length than width, a pair 
of walls extending from the sides of greatest length of said 
.base, and inwardly ~and upwardly extendingspaced ter 
minal ?ange members extending from said walls de?ning 
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an endwise open ?ask receiving space substantially equiv- , 
alent in transverse dimension to a diameter of said ?asks 
at a portion thereof having a downwardly increasing diam 
eter, said holder being composed of resilient material. 

3. A holder for the resilient support of a plurality of’ 
chemical laboratory ?asks which comprises a base of great 
er length than Width, va pair of sidewalls extending inte 
grally frorn'the longest sides of said base, and inwardly‘ 
and upwardly extending spaced ?ange members integral 
with said walls forming an endwise open ?ask receiving 
space substantially equivalent in transverse dimension to 
a diameter of said?asks at a portion thereof having a 
downwardly increasing diameter. . 

15' 

4. The holder of claim 1 wherein the ?anges are of 
equal‘ transverse dimension. 

5. In combination, ‘a plurality of chemical laboratory 
?asks having a flat base and a side surface portion of down 

fwardly increasing diameter'and an elongated, endwise 
open, trough-like holder therefor comprising a rectangu 
lar base supporting the, basesv of said ?asks, apair of 
rectangular perpendicularly and integrally extending ‘side 
walls‘, and inwardly'and upwardly extending rectangular 
spaced ?anges integral with said‘side walls, the innermost 
edges of said ?anges resiliently contacting the-surface of 
said ?asks at an inclined portion thereof. I > s _ 

> 6. A holder for the support of‘chemical laboratory ?asks 
which comprises a base, a pair of substantially parallel 
resilientside >walls and inwardly extending spaced ter 
'm-inal ?ange membersvof unequal transverse dimension 
extending from said walls forming a ?ask» receiving end 
wise'open trough. ' i ' I 
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