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This invention relates in general to ?oor construction 
and, more particularly, to temporary auxiliary ?ooring 
adapted for ready assembly and disassembly. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
temporary ?ooring which is uniquely adapted for rapid,’ 
easily effected assembly and disassembly which may be 
accomplished by relatively unskilled personnel; and which 
when in assembled condition presents a ?rm, level and 
attractive surface. ' 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
temporary ?ooring which is comprised of a preselected 
number of a basic component so that any desired floor 
area may be provided; and which component may have 
a surface ?nish on opposite faces and may be of sym 
metrical character for facile integration into assembly 
without causing time-consumption in careful relative 
positioning. ' 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide temporary ?ooring which may be most economically 
manufactured; the components of which are adapted for 
compact stacking when the ?oor is in disassembly, to 
facilitate transportation as well as to require minimum 
storage space; which is adapted for a multiplicity of pur 
poses; and which is reliable and durable in usage. 

Other objects and details of the invention will be ap 
parent from the following description, when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing (two sheets) 
wherein- , 

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of floor constructed in 
accordance with and embodying the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary top view of a 

corner portion of the flooring illustrated in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 3—-3 of FIGURE 2. . 
FIGURE 4 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 4-4 of FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is a vertical transverse sectional View 

taken on the line 5-—5 of FIGURE 2. ' 
FIGURE 6 is a vertical transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 6—-6 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 7 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 7—7 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 8 is a top plan view of a frame element. 
FIGURE 9 is aside view of a frame element. 
FIGURE 10 is a vertical transverse sectional View 

taken on the line Iii-‘10 of FIGURE 8. 
FIGURE 11 is a top plan View of a panel unit. 
FIGURE 12 is a side elevational view of the normally 

outwardly directed edge of a ?ooring section. 
FIGURE 13 is a vertical transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 13—-13 of FIGURE 11. 
FIGURE 14 is a plan view of a panel unit connector. 
Referring now by reference characters to the drawings 

which illustrate the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, A designates temporary ?ooring construction, 
of auxiliary character for use on existing ?ooring or other 
support surfaces, comprising a preselected number of 
panel units 1 maintained in immediate assembled relation 
by a retaining frame indicated generally 2. Each panel 
unit 1 is a square having a thickness in the order of 1%. 
inch and is preferably fabricated of wood, although other 
suitable materials having desired durability, rigidity and 
capacity for surface ?nish may be utilized. It has been 
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found that panel units having a dimension of 3 feet by 3 
feet are most convenient. 
as will be shown hereinbelow, as well as for interchange 
ability, panel units 1 may be of similar construction with 
each being-provided throughout the extent of each of its 
side edges with a mortise or groove 3, located intermedi 
ate the height of the related edge, so that the grooves 3 
on adjacent panel units 1 will be aligned or open toward 
each other. Also provided on each side edge of each 
panel unit 1 is a plurality, desirably a pair, of longitudi 
nally spaced apart cylindrical openings or recesses 4, which 
are axially normal to, and planarwise aligned with, the 
adjacent groove 3; but being of greater depth than said 
grooves. ‘ 

Provided for effecting interengagement between ad 
jacent panel units 1, for assembly thereof into ?oor forma 
tion, is an elongated connector or key 5, being dimen 
sioned for snug reception within the confronting grooves 
3 of proximate panel units 1 and having a width equal 
to the combined depths of such cooperating grooves where-. 
by the related edge faces of such panel units may be in' 
surfacewise abutting relationship as shown in FIGURE 6. 
Connectors 5 are thus of general strip formation and made 
of any suitable material, such as wood or the like. Con 
nectors 5 are preferably independent, but it is obviously 

- conceivable that, if desired, a user might ?xedly secure, 
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as by suitable adhesive, a connector 5 within a groove 3 
of one panel unit 1 so that the same would then take on 
the characteristics of a tenon or tongue. ' 
By virtue of the identical character of each panel unit 

> 1, the same may be readily disposed in ?oor orsurface 
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formation without regard for speci?c relative positioning. 
It is obvious that the extent of the flooring desired will 
dictate the number of panel units 1 to be‘used so ?ooring 
of any area may be obtained. For purposes of illustra 
tion, FIGURE 1 discloses a ?ooring construction A hav 
ing six such panel units 1, and with respect to the corner 
units, the two inner edges thereof will be suitably en 
gaged by connectors 5 to the adjacent panel units 1, while. 
the central panel units 1 in each row will ‘be so engaged 
on three sides. Obviously in a larger ?ooring, a com 
pletely interior panel unit will be united by connectors 
5 on each of its four sides to the surrounding panel units. 
With the constituent panel units v1 for flooring A in 

assembled relationship, as above described, the retaining 
or stabilizing frame 2 is then applied to secure and main 
tain the assembledpanel units 1 in an integrated con 
struction, resistant to any undesirable dislocation or dis 
placement of any of such units during usage of the 
formed surface. Frame 2 is comprised of ,a predeter 
mined number of basic frame elements indicated at 6; 
there being as many of such elements as‘ requisite for 
developing a complete embracing structure for‘ the panel 
units. As shown in FIGURE 1 and for example only, 
a single element 6 is utilized on each side of the ?oor 
construction A. Said elements may be of different length 
but of like construction; however, for ready assembly, it 
is preferable that the length of said elements 6 bear a 
predetermined relationship to the extent of the sides of 
‘said panel units 1 or to the combined lengths of any 
number thereof. 
Each frame element 6 comprises a flat, narrow, elon 

gated plate portion 7 on the upper face of which, adja 
cent its outer edge, is ?xed, as by welding, an angle 
member 8, having a base or horizontal ?ange 9 and a 
vertical or upstanding ?ange Iii; said latter having a 
height desirably not exceeding the height of panel units 
1. The vertical flanges 10 are spaced inwardly from 
the normally inner edge of the related plate 7 for recep 
ion upon the latter of the outer portions of the under 
face of the adjacent panel unit 1; with the outer edge 
of the latter abutting the inner face of the proximate 

For simplicity of assembly,‘ 
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?ange 13 (see FIGURE‘ 3). 
of their ends are spaced from the adjacent end zone 11 
of the related plate portion 7, While at their opposite 
ends, each angle member 8 projects beyond vand hence 
above the proximate end of said plate portion 7 to de?ne 
an extension 12 which at its base flange 9 is provided with 
a pair of spaced apart apertures 13, '13’. The end zone 
11 of each vangle member 8 is provided with a pair of 
longitudinally spaced apertures 14, 14'; and with a fur 
ther aperture 15 which is transversely aligned with the 
proximate aperture 14. It ‘will be 1observed that aper 
tures 13, 13’, 14, 14' are aligned along the axis of the 
related angle member 8. i - 

In the formation of frame 2, extension 12 of one 
frame element 6 will overlie the end zone 11 of the plate 
portion 7 of the adjacent frame element 6, so that the 
apertures 13, :13’ of the former will be vertically aligned 
with the apertures 14, 14' ‘of the latter if the said coop 
erating units are to be disposed in axially aligned rela 
tionship; or with the said apertures 13, 13' of the former 
being vertically aligned with the apertures 14, 15 of the 
latter if the said frame elements are to be disposed in 
axially normal relationship so as to mutually form a 
frame corner. The said apertures 13, 13', 14, 14' and 
15 maybe tapped for threadedly receiving retaining screws 
16, to assure/of tight reliable interengagement of the 
frame elements. FIGURE 2 illustrates the relationship 
of adjacent frame elements 6 in axially perpendicular or 
corner-forming relationship. It will ‘thus be seen that 
frame elements 6 being ‘of like construction are designed 
for ready, secure connection whether the same are to 
be axially aligned or axially perpendicular. 

In order to enhance the over-all rigidity of ?oor con 
struction A, there is affixed on the inwardly directed 
faces .of the vertical ?anges ‘10 a plurality of spaced apart 
inwardly projecting locating vand restraining pins 17, 
which are receivable in the complementary recesses 4 
formed on panel units 11. Accordingly, pins '17 serve to 
render the resulting floor construction extremely stable. 
Frame 2 when in operative position provides a snug 

fit about the ‘joined panel units 1, with ?anges 10 abutting 
the adjacent panel ‘units to retain same against undesired 
relative movement or displacement. 
From the foregoing, the procedures for assembly and 

disassembly vof ?oor construction A should be readily ap 
parent and, furthermore, the simplicity and inherent ra 
pidity in effecting ‘such procedures are doubtless quite ob 
vious. As indicated above, panel units 1 may be suitably 
?nished on their upper and lower faces to obviate con 
cern to the manner of presenting same. 
The temporary ?ooring, made in accordance with the 

present invention, is designed for myriad uses. How 
ever, salient among the multiplicity of such potential 
employments of this invention isthe utilization of same 
for ‘a dance floor, since panel units 1 may have a surface 
?nish facilitating movement thereacross and the same 
thereby avoids the necessity of preparing a permanent 
?oor Kfor but a single usage. 

Additionally the present invention would have wide 
spread usage .for any type of group meeting or group 
activity as well as being adapted for utilization pending 
the completion of a permanent ?ooring. 

Angle members 8 at one ' 
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The present invention comprises a low component 
count and with each of such components being quite 
durable so as to permit longevity of usage and with com 
plete reliability of function. The simple constituent parts 
of the present invention may be most economically man 
ufactured and can be easily transported as well as stored 
in minimum space when not in use. 

It should be understood that changes and modi?cations 
in the formation, construction, arrangement, and combi 
nation of the several parts of the temporary floor con 
struction may be made and substituted for these herein 
shown and described without departing from the nature 
and principle of our invention. 
Having thus described our invention, what we claim 

and desire to ‘secure by Letters Patent is: 
Temporary ?ooring construction comprising a plural 

ity of ?at rigid sections arranged in ‘side by side, edge 
abutting, surface-aligned relationship, each ‘of said sec 
tions having a lengthwise recess in its side edges con 
fronting adjacent sections, and an elongated key mem 
ber received within the side recesses of adjacent sections 
for interengagement of said sections, and a rigid frame 
surrounding the interengaged sections for maintaining 
same in edge-abutting relationship,-said frame compris 
ing a plurality of frame elements, each of said elements 
having a flat base plate for underlying adjacent sections 
and an upstanding ?ange for snugly abutting the con 
fronting sides of the adjacent sections, each of said sec 
tions having a plurality of cylindrical openings, a plu~ 
rality of cylindrical restraining pins mounted on the in 
wardly directed 1face of each of said upstanding ?anges, 
said pins being vaxially aligned with, and slideably re 
ceived within, said cylindrical openings in the confront 
ing side edge of the adjacent section, each frame ele 
ment extending at ‘one end beyond the related upstand 
ing flange and terminating at its other end spacedly from 
the end ‘of said related upstanding ?ange whereby the 
mutual proximate ends of adjacent frame components 
will be in overlying relationship, and means for secur 
ing said frame elements one to the other in the region of 
their over-lap, ‘ 
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