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This invention relates to improvements in stringed 
musical instruments particularly instruments of the 
plucked string type. 
The main objects of this invention are: 
First, to provide a stringed musical instrument of the 

plucked string type such, for example, as abanjo which 
has means for producing a very wide tone variation. 

Second, to provide a stringed musical instrument of the 
banjo type which includes a ?fth string which extends 
the full length of the neck and is provided with an ad 
justing post mounted on the head. 

Third, to provide a plucked string instrument which 
includes a ?fth string provided with an adjustable nut 
element having a wide range 0f adjustment and which 
may be quickly positioned and is effectively held in its 
adjusted position. 

Fourth, to provide a stringed musical instrument in 
which each string is provided with an individual nut 
which is in noncontacting relation to the nuts of other 
strings. 

Fifth, to provide a stringed musical instrument with 
a capotasto unit which may be easily adjusted length 
wise of the neck and without disengagement therefrom 
and which includes a nut element operatively associated 
with at least one of the strings. 

Sixth, to provide a stringed musical instrument with 
a capotasto unit in which the ?rst fret is so positioned 
that the unit may be adjusted to an inoperative position 
without removing it or disengaging it from the neck. 

Objects relating to details and economies of the inven 
tion will appear from the description to follow. The 
invention is de?ned and pointed out in the claims. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 illustrates a stringed musical instrument of the 

banjo type embodying my invention including the capo 
tasto unit which is shown in one position by full lines and 
in retracted or nonuse position and in second use posi 
tion by dotted lines. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the capotasto unit 
with a portion of the shield for the securing spring broken 
away. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged transverse section through the 
neck on a line corresponding to line 3-3 of FIG. 1 illus 
trating the relationship of the capotasto unit to the neck 
when adjusted to a use position. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view on a line 
corresponding to line 4-4 of FIG. 1. ' 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary cross sectional ‘view on a 
line corresponding to line 5—5 of FIG. 1' showing some 
details of the post arrangement. ‘ 

FIG. 6 isv an enlarged fragmentary view taken on a 
line corresponding to line 6-6 of FIG. 7 of the adjust 
able nut for the ?fth string. 
FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view on a line correspond 

ing to line 7-7 of FIG. 6, the adjustable nut element 
being shown in full lines. 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of one of the nut elements. 
FIG. 9 is a fragmentary plan view of a modi?ed form 

or embodiment of my invention in which a unitary nut 
member is used. 

' FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the nut member of 
FIG. 9. 

In the accompanying drawing, FIG. 1 is a plan view 
of a stringed musical instrument ofthe banjo type, the 

15 

20 

25 

30 

45 

60 

65 

70 

ilhid?d 
Patented .Iune 29, 1965 C6 

2 
body 1 being shown conventionally. - The neck 2 is pro 
vided with a plurality of frets 3 varyingly spaced as is 
common practice in instruments of this type. The neck 
is provided with a ?xed or integral head 4 disposed in 
angular relation to the neck and is provided with posts 
5, one for each string. The details of the mounting of 
the posts are not illustrated as they form no part of my 
present invention. 
The strings are conventionally illustrated and they are 

attached to the tailpiece 6, the bridge 7 also being conven 
tionally illustrated. 
The embodiment of my invention illustrated comprises 

four conventional strings, 8, 9, 10 and 11, and a ?fth 
string 12, see FIG. 7. A nut 13 is provided for each 
string and the head adjacent its juncture with the neck 
is provided with bore-like sockets 14, one for each nut 
13, see FIG. 5. 
The neck is provided with longitudinally extending se~ 

ries of peg socket recesses 15 disposed below the ?fth 
string 12, see FIG. 6. Peg socket members 16 are seat 
ed in these sockets 15 and ?xedly secured to the neck by 
the screws 1'7, see FIG. 7. These peg socket members 
16 have keyhole slots 13 therein adapted to receive the 
shank 19 of the adjustable peg 20 which has an opening 
21 therein through which the ?fth string 12 is threaded, 
see FIGS. 6 and 7. The openings 18 in these peg socket 
members being of keyhole shape, the adjustable peg can 
be easily engaged with, and disengaged from, these peg 
socket members and to facilitate such manipulation, the 
peg 2i) is provided with an upwardly projecting ?nger 
piece 22. When the peg Ed is in engagement with one 
of these keepers or support members as illustrated in 
FIGS. 6 and 7, the ?fth string 12 is clutchingly held 
against the adjacent fret. This provides for a wide range 
of tuning adjustment of the ?fth string. 
To provide tone adjustment of other strings, I provide 

a capotasto unit designated generally by the numeral 23 
and comprising a body member 24 disposed transversely 
of the neck and having downturned ends terminating in 
outwardly and upwardly facing hooks 25 with which loops 
on the ends of the coil spring 26 are engaged, the spring 
being disposed around the underside of the neck. The 
spring is desirably provided with a tubular ?exible sheath 
27 as is conventionally illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
This permits the adjustment of this capotasto unit lon: 
gitudinally of the neck, it being shown in one operative 
position by full lines and another operative position by 
dotted lines and in its fully retracted position by dotted 
lines in FIG. 1. ~ 
The loop-like nut element 28 of the embodiment illus 

trated is mounted on the holder or support member 29 
and the ?ngerpiece 30 is provided with a stem 31 which is 
in threaded engagement with the body portion 2-9 and has 
thrust engagement with the string numbered “9” and it 
serves as an adjustable nut, providing for a very wide 
range of tone or key adjustment. 

This capotasto unit may be positioned in retracted‘ po 
sition as shown by the outer dotted lines of FIG. 1. ' 
While the individual nut members 13 are highly desir 

able, I illustrate in FIGS. 9 and 10 a unitary nut member 
32 seatably mounted on the neck at the inner end of the 
head and provided with string-receiving seats or rests 33, 
a portion 34 of the nut being cut away so that the string 
supportedly engaged with the nut at 35 is variably tuned 
as compared with the other strings. 

I have illustrated and described my invention in a high 
ly practical embodiment thereof. I have not attempted to 
illustrate or describe other embodiments or adaptations as 
it is believed that this disclosure will enable those skilled 
in the art to embody or adapt my invention as may be 
desired. 
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Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
as new and desired to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tensioning posts, and a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having a longitudinally extending 
series of peg socket recesses therein disposed below one 
of the strings, said peg socket members having keyhole 
peg-receiving openings therein disposed in said recesses 
with their outer surfaces flush with the face of the neck, 
a peg having an opening therein through which the string 
above said socket members is threaded and having a 
headed stem selectively and supportedly engageable with 
said peg socket members and provided with a ?ngerpiece 
which projects upwardly from the string, the fret at the 
front of said peg constituting a nut for the string threaded 
through the peg and the string acting to hold the peg in 
engagement with the peg socket, a capotasto unit mounted 
on the neck for adjustment longitudinally thereof and 
comprising a string-engaging body member disposed trans 
versely of the neck above the strings for clasping engage 
ment therewith and having downwardly projecting lugs at 
its end slidably engaging the edges of the neck, a coiled 
spring embracing the under portion of said neck and hav 
ing loops on its ends detachably engageable with said 
lugs on said body member, there being a yieldable neck 
engaging sheath on said spring, a loop-like nut element 
mounted on said body member to project forwardly there 
from and with the bight thereof disposed below one of 
said strings in supporting engagement therewith and sup 
portedly engaged with the neck between the frets between 
which the unit is positioned, and means mounted on said 
body member for clamping said nut element thereon 
against the neck and the string engaged therewith against 
said nut element, the fret adjacent said nut members on 
said head being spaced therefrom so that said capotasto 
unit may be disposed in inoperative position between 
them. 

2. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tensioning posts, and a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, a capotasto unit mounted on the neck for ad 
justment longitudinally thereof and comprising a string 
cngaging body member disposed transversely of the neck 
above the strings for clasping engagement therewith and 
having downwardly projecting lugs at its end slidably en 
gageable with the edges of the neck, a coiled spring em 
bracing the under portion of said neck and having loops 
on its ends detachably engaging said logs on said body 
member, there being a yieldable neck engaging sheath on 
said spring, a loop-like nut element mounted on said body 
member to project forwardly therefrom and with the bight 
thereof disposed below one of said strings in supporting 
engagement therewith and supportedly engaged with the 
neck between the frets between which the unit is posi 
tioned, and means mounted on said body member for 
clamping said nut element thereon against the neck and 
the string engaged therewith against said nut element, the 
fret adjacent said nut members on said head being spaced 
therefrom so that said capotasto unit may be disposed in 
inoperative position between them. 

3. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tensioning posts, and a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having a longitudinally extending se— 
ries of peg socket recesses therein disposed below one of 
the strings, said peg socket members having keyhole peg 
receiving openings therein disposed in said recesses with 
their outer surfaces ?ush with the face of the neck, a peg 
having an opening therein through which the string above 
said socket members is threaded and having a headed stern 
selectively and supportedly engageable with said peg 
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socket members and provided with a ?ngerpiece which 
projects upwardly from the string, the fret at the front of 
said peg constituting a nut for the string threaded through 
the peg and the string acting to hold the peg in engage 
ment with the peg socket. 

4. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having longitudinally extending series 
of peg socket recesses disposed between the frets and below 
one of the strings, a manually adjusted peg having an 
opening therein through which the string above said socket 
members is threaded and having avheaded stem selectively 
and supportedly engageable with said peg socket members 
and associated with the frets so that the fret in front of 
the peg constitutes a nut for the string threaded through 
the peg, the tension of the string acting to hold the peg 
in manually releasable engagement with the peg socket, 
a capotasto unit mounted on the neck for adjustment lon 
gitudinally thereof and comprising a string engaging body 
member disposed transversely of the neck above the strings 
for clasping engagement therewith and selectively position 
able between frets, springable extensible means engaging 
the under portion of the neck and connected to, the ends 
of said body member, said springably extensible means 
being housed within a yieldable guard and neck engaging 
sheath, a nut element mounted on said body member to 
project therefrom with a portion thereof disposed below 
on of the strings in supporting engagement therewith, and 
means mounted on the body member for clamping said 
nut element against the neck, the fret adjacent said nut 
means at the head end of said neck being spaced to permit 
positioning of said capotasto unit at the outer side thereof. 

5. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of fixed frets, 
a head provided with string tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with said 
posts, a capotasto unit mounted on the neck for adjust 
ment longitudinally thereof and comprising a string en. 
gaging body member disposed transversely of the neck 
above the strings for clasping engagement therewith and 
selectively positionable between frets, springable extensi 
ble means engaging the under portion of the neck and 
connected to the ends of said body member, said ‘spring 
ably extensible means being housed within a yieldable 
guard and neck engaging sheath, a nut element mounted on 
said body member to project therefrom with a portion 
thereof disposed below ,one of the strings in. supporting 
engagement therewith, and means mounted on the body 
member for clamping said nut element against the neck, 
the fret adjacent said nut means at the head end of said 
neck being spaced to permit positioning of said capotasto 
unit as the outer side thereof. . 

6. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with spring tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having longitudinally extending series 
of peg socket recesses disposed between the frets and below 
one of the strings, and a manually adjusted peg having an 
opening therein through which the string above said socket 
members is threaded and having a headed stem selectively 
and supportedly engageable with said peg socket members 
and associated with the frets so that the fret in front of 
the peg constitutes a nut for the string threaded through 
the peg, the tension of the string acting to hold the peg 
in manually releasable engagement with the peg socket. 

7. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having longitudinally extending series 
of peg sockets disposed between the frets and below one 
of the strings, a peg having an opening therein through 
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which the string above said socket members is threaded 
Selectively and supportedly engageable with said peg socket 

‘ members, the fret in front of the peg constituting a nut 
for the string threaded through the peg, a capotasto unit 
mounted on the neck for adjusment longitudinally thereof 
and comprising a string engaging body member disposed 
transversely of the neck above the strings for clasping 
engagement therewith and selectively positionable between 
frets, springable extensible neck engaging means for bold 
ing said body member in its adjusted position, a neck 
engaging nut element mounted on said body member and 
slidably engageable with one of the strings, the fret adja 
cent said nut means at the head end of said neck being 
spaced to permit positioning of said capotasto unit at the 
outer side thereof, said nut element thereon being adjust 
able to string releasing position. 

8. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, a capotasto unit mounted on the neck and 
comprising a string engaging body member disposed trans 
versely of the neck above the strings for clasping engage 
ment therewith for adjustment longitudinally thereof and 
selectively positionable between frets, springable extensi 
ble neck engaging means for holding said body member in 
its adjusted position, a neck-engaging nut element mounted 
on said body member and slidably engaging one of the 
strings, the fret adjacent said nut means at the head end 
of said neck being spaced to' permit positioning of said 
capotasto unit at the outer side thereof, said nut element 
therein being adjustable to string releasing position. 

9. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with spring tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, said neck having longitudinally extending series 
‘of peg sockets disposed between the frets and below One 
of the strings, and :a manually adjusted peg having an 
opening therein through which the string above said socket 
members is threaded selectively and supportedly engage 
able with said peg socket members, the fret in front of the 
peg constituting a nut for the string threaded through the 
peg. ' 

10. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tensioning posts and a plu 
rality of strings, nut means adjacent said posts, said neck 
having a longitudinally extending series of peg sockets dis 
posed below one of the strings, said peg socket members 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

6 
having peg-receiving openings therein, and a manually :ad 
justable peg having an opening therein through which the 
string above said socket members is threaded and having 
a headed stem selectively and supportedly engageable with 
said peg socket members and provided with a ?ngerpiece 
which projects upwardly from the string, thefret at the 
front of said peg constituting a nut for the string threaded 
through the peg and the string acting to hold the peg in 
engagement with the peg socket. 

11. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tensioning posts, and a plu 
rality of strings, said head having a transversely disposed 
series of upwardly opening bores constituting nut mem 
ber sockets, stud-like nut members supportedly seated in 
said bores and having holes therein through which the 
strings are threaded, said nut members 1being in noncon 
tacting relation to each other. 

12. A stringed musical instrument of the class described 
comprising a neck provided with a plurality of ?xed frets, 
a head provided with string tension posts and with a plu 
rality of strings, nut means operatively associated with 
said posts, a capotasto unit .adjustably mounted on the 
neck and comprising a string engaging body member dis 
posed transversely of the neck above the strings for clasp 
ing engagement therewith and selectively positionable be 
tween frets, means connected to said body member engag 
ing the under portion of the neck and connected to the 
ends of said body member, and a nut element mounted on 
said body member with a portion thereof disposed below 
one of the strings in supporting engagement therewith. 
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