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This invention relates to can openers and has particular 
reference to magnetic lid holding means for can openers. 

It is a well known practice in the can opener art to pro 
vide magnetic means for retaining the lid of a can once it 
has been severed during a can opening operation. This 
permits the user to withdraw an opened can from the can 
opening device without any possibility of the lid falling 
into the opened can. The problems of “?shing” a lid out 
of an opened can without displacing the contents thereof 
is thereby eliminated. Such prior lid holding devices, 
however, have presented certain ditiiculties. For instance, 
the lid holding device must be free to move a limited 
amount in the vertical direction to conform to changes in 
the angularity of a can lid during the opening process. 
In addition, it is desirable to permit easy removal of the 
lid holding device from the can opener for ease of clean 
ing and maintenance. As a result of these requirements, 
prior art lid holding devices have been rather complicated 
as well as expensive to manufacture. 

Accordingly, it is an object of our invention to provide 
an improved magnetic lid holding means for a can opener 
which permits limited movement of the lid-retaining mag 
net in a vertical direction. 

It is a further object of our invention to provide a 
magnetic lid-holding device which may be easily removed 
from a can opener for ease of cleaning and maintenance. 

It is still a further object of our invention to provide a 
magnetic lid-holding device which is simple in form and 
‘inexpensive to manufacture. 

Brie?y stated, in accordance with one form of our in 
vention, we provide a lid-holding device comprised of a 
magnet and a support bracket therefor. The support 
bracket is formed from a single sheet metal blank which 
has edges thereof turned down on three sides at right 
angles so as to provide a receptacle for receiving the 
magnet. Two opposed bent edges have extending por 
tions which serve as support arms. These arms terminate 
in hooked portions and have additional stop portions 
which cooperate to “?oatingly” secure the lid-holding 
device to the wall of a can opener. 

Other objects and features of our invention will become 
apparent upon examination of the following speci?cation 
taken together with the annexed drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a can opener 
utilizing a lid-holding device of this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side sectional view showing a portion of the 

front wall of the can opener of FIG. 1 with the lid-hold 
ing device secured thereto. 

FIG. 3 is a top view of the lid-holding device. 
FIG. 4 is a front View of the lid-holding device. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line 5-5 of 

FIG. 3. ‘ 

FIG. 6 is a top view of the sheet metal blank used to 
make the lid~holding device while the blank is still in 
planar form. 

Referring now to FIG. 1, a can opener of the electric 
variety is shown. The can opener has a housing, indicated 
generally as 1, which serves to enclose the operative ele 
ments of the can opener. Housing 1 includes a slotted 
side wall 2 through which a control handle 3 extends. 
Housing 1 also includes a front wall 4 which has an aper 
ture 5 therein through which projects a cutting blade 6. 
It will be understood that suitable clamping means (not 
shown) are also provided to secure a can in the proper 
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position adjacent cutting blade 6 during an opening opera 
tion. 
On the front wall 4 of housing 1 in the vicinity of cut 

ting blade 6, there is provided a lid-holding device 7 for 
the purpose of holding a can lid once it has been severed 
from a can by cutter blade 6. Such a lid is shown in FIG. 
1 as numeral 8. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2-6, the lid-holding device may 
be seen in greater detail. The lid-holding device is com~ 
prised of a magnet 9 and a bracket 10 for supporting 
the magnet. Bracket It), as shown clearly in FIG. 3, 
contains a receptacle portion 11 for receiving magnet 9 
and a pair of support arms 12 which extend from recep 
tacle portion 11. 

In order to secure the bracket to the can opener, sup 
port arms 12 include hooked portions 13 and stop portions 
14. Horizontally spaced vertical slots 15 on the front 
wall 4 of the can opener accommodate hook portions 13 
which may be inserted therethrough when the lid-holding 
device is disposed in the vertical plane such as is shown in 
FIG. 2. As the lid-holding device is pivoted into the 
horizontal plane (dotted lines of FIG. 2) hooked portion 
13 abuts the rear face of front Wall 4 while stop portion 14 
abuts the front face of front wall 4, thus, limiting down 
ward movement of the lid-holding device. When the lid 
holding device is in the horizontal plane it is held securely 
in place, since the ends of hooks 13 now extend above 
slots 15 and engage the rear surface of front wall 4 ad 
jacent slots 15. The lid-holding device'ltl, however, may 
be pivoted upward with ease. It thus has freedom of 
motion for accommodating angular irregularities of a 
can lid during an opening operation. Moreover, when 
pivoted into the vertical plane it may be withdrawn com 
pletely from the can opener. 

In order to more fully understand the ease of fabrica 
tion of the device, reference may be had to FIG. 6 which 
shows a sheet metal blank as it would appear after a 
stamping process. The blank includes a central portion 
16 which has side portions 17 and end portion 18. Ex 
tending from side portions 17 are arms 12 which include 
hook ends 13 and stop portions 14. 

Following the stamping process, sides 17 and end 18 
are bent at right angles to central portion 1d along the 
dotted lines aa, bb and cc. This results in a three-sided 
receptacle that receives magnet 9, which may be cemented 
therein or held by other well known means such as bent 
tabs (not shown). 

Following the bending of side 17 and end 1%, arms 12 
are bent outwardly along the dotted lines dd. Return 
bends are provided along the dotted lines ee near the 
hooks of arm 12 so as to permit the hook and stop por 
tions to lie in parallel planes. The ?nal shape of the arms 
is most clearly shown in FIG. 3. 

Thus, it may be seen that the device is simple and two 
piece in nature including only a magnet and a one-piece 
bracket, the latter being stamped in a single operation. 
Subsequent bending of the blank completes the fabrica 
tion process. 

In addition, the lid-holding device may be easily in 
serted into the wall of a can opening device and secured 
thereto. While so secured, the device is limited in down 
ward movement to the horizontal plane but may “?oat” 
upwardly to adjust for any angular irregularities of the 
lid of a can. Finally, it may be easily removed for facili 
tating cleaning of the can opener and of the magnet by 
merely pivoting the device to the vertical position. 

While speci?c embodiments of this invention have been 
shown and described, it is not desired that the invention 
be limited to the particular construction shown and de 
scribed, and it is intended by the appended claim to cover 
all modi?cations within the spirit and scope of this inven 
tion. 
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What we claim is: 
A can opener comprising: 
(a) a housing, 
(b) said housing having a Wall with a pair of hori— 

zontally-spaced vertical slots therein, 
a lid-holding device comprising: 
(aa) a magnet, 
(bb) a sheet metal bracket for supporting said 
magnet in a position adjacent the lid of a can, 

(cc) said bracket being formed from a single 
blank, three edges of said blank being disposed 
at right angles to form ?anges for engaging the 
sides of said magnet, 

(dd) two of said edges being opposite each other 
and including support arms extending therefrom, 

(ee) said arms including hooked end portions for 
reception in said slots and engagement with said 
wall adjacent said slots, ’ 

(ff) said arms further including stop portions ad 
jaeent said hooked end portions for engagement 
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with said wall to limit downward movement of 
said bracket whereby said lid-holding device 
may be pivotally attached to said wall for ?oat 
ingly supporting said magnet, and 

(d) means secured to said housing for removing the 
lid of the can. 
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