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This invention relates to a bricklayer’s level and relates 
more particularly to- a levelling device associated with a 
?nger ring member to be worn by a bricklayer or a mason 
to insure the correct placement. of a brick. 

In laying brick it is a common problem to align the 
brick vertically so that it is not tilted backward or for 
ward,’ a difficulty known in mason’s language as “lipping 
a brick.” When a wall is completed in which certain of 

. the bricks are not level, the reflected. light will give a 
patchwork or checkerboard appearance which is con 
sidered undesirable. 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a 
bricklayer’s level which is sturdy and durable in construc 
tion, reliable and e?icient in operation, and relatively 
simple and inexpensive to manufacture, utilize and main 
tain. 
'A further object of this invention is the provision of 

an “anti-lipping” level which may be worn as a ring by 
the mason thereby being readily available for constant use. 

Another object of the instant invention is the provision 
of a device of the type described wherein a levelling 
means is supported on a ?nger ring member and base 
member is provided vertically below the level to thus facil 
itate aligning the levelling means parallel to any two per 
pendicular reference lines on the top surface of the brick. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

bricklayer’s level having a base member formed in the 
shape of a cross having downwardly sloping lower sides 
forming chisel edges to reduce misalignment caused by 
sand or other foreign material clinging to the brick being 
laid. 

Other and further objects reside in the combination of 
elements, arrangement of parts and features of construc 
.tion. 

Still other objects will in part be obvious and in part 
be pointed out as the description of the invention proceeds 
and as shown on the accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of the brick 

layer’s level of the instant invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view of the level 

shown in FIGURE 1 partly in cross-section; and 
FIGURE 3 is a bottom perspective view thereof, to a 

reduced scale. 
Like reference characters refer to like parts throughout 

the several views of the drawing. 
Referring to the drawing, reference numeral 10 gen 

erally designates a bricklayer’s level in accordance with 
the inventive concept. The level 10 comprises a ?nger 
ring member 12, substantially cylindrical in shape, having 
secured to its periphery in any conventional manner in 
cluding an upper margin, a level support means 14 and, 
diametrically opposed thereto (180° on the band), a 
cruciform base member 16. The ?nger ring member 12, 
the level support means 14 and the base member 16 may 
be integrally formed of any conventional material such as 
metal, plastic or the like, preferably of a sturdy nature 
such as brass. It has been found advantageous to make 
the margin of the level support means 14 separately and 
then to secure the same to the remainder of the ?nger ring 
member 12 in any desired manner, such as by brazing, 
welding or the like. 
The ?nger ring member 12 is shown as tapering in 

width from a relatively heavy portion 18 adjacent the 
level support means 14 to a relatively narrow portion 20 
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adjacent the base member 16, but it is to be understood 
that the member 12 only need be an endless band of a 
size to receive the ?nger of a bricklayer for a purpose to 
be further described hereinafter. 
The level support means 14 is shown as rectangular, 

but may be round or any other desired shape andv has a 
protective recess 22 in which is supported ‘a’ conventional 
levelling means 24, the latter being protected somewhat 
by being of less elevation than the top of the margin. The 
levelling means 24 may be of any desired construction 
but it is preferred to have an arched transparent top bead 
25 or the like with an air bubble 26‘ trapped in a liquid 
reservoir 27 and a crossed hairline 29 to, indicate when 
the bubble is centered and the device level. 

Since bricks very often have foreign material such as 
sand‘ or the like clinging to’ their surfaces it has been 
found advantageous to provide a base member 16 sub 
stantially in the form of a cross having two legs 28 and 
'30 as shown in the drawing. The legs 28 are perpen 
dicular to the vertical plane of the band and the legs 30 
are arranged so that their lower surfaces are coplanar 
with the lower surfaces of legs 28 and tangential to the 
outer periphery of the band. The legs 28 and 30 each 
have equal height downwardly sloping lower surfaces 32 
and 34 providing chiseled edges 36 and 38 and chamfered 
ends, which shape can be made to rest comparatively ?at 
upon the surface of a brick (not shown) regardless of any 
foreign material clinging thereto. The edges 36 and 38 
are parallel to the central plane of the levelling means 24 
and the point 37 at which they cross is substantially 
diametrically opposed to the cross of the hairline 29. 
The use and operation of the level of the invention 

will now be apparent. The ring member 12 is slipped 
over one of the ?ngers of the bricklayer, preferably the 
middle ?nger of the hand with which he lays the brick 
with the base member 16 below the level of his ?ngers. 
If the bricklayer is right handed he will usually place the 
brick with his left hand by extending the tips of his ?ngers 
over the edge thereof furtherest away from him and his 
thumb over the edge closest to him. The upper portions 
of his ?ngers (one of which will be wearing the level 10) 
will extend across the top of the brick and the lower sur 
face of the base member (the chiseled edges 36 and 38 
in the embodiment shown) will rest upon the top of the 
brick. The total length of the longer legs are conveniently 
equal to the outside ring diameter to give freedom of move 
ment of the ?ngers next to the ring bearing ?nger. The 
length of the shorter legs are conveniently about one half 
the length of the longer legs to allow more comfortable 
bending of the ring bearing ?nger. The right hand will 
be free to operate the trowel in the conventional manner. 
Of course, if the mason is left handed, these operations 
will be reversed and the level 10 will be worn on the 
middle ?nger of the right hand. By quickly glancing at 
the levelling means 24, the bricklayer can readily ascertain 
whether or not the brick is level and can tilt the brick as 
necessary to correct any misalignment. 

It will now be seen that there is herein provided a brick 
layer’s level which satis?es all of the ojectives of the in 
stant invention and others, many of which are of great 
practical importance and commercial utility. By means 
of this device it is possible to quickly and easily level a 
brick as it is laid to avoid “lipping” without the necessity 
of additional time consuming operations. 

Since many embodiments may be made of this inven 
tive concept and since many modi?cations may be made 
of the embodiments herein shown and described, it is to be 
understood that all matter herein is to be interpreted 
merely as illustrative, and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. In a bricklayer’s tool, the combination including a 
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spirit level with a transparent ‘upper surface, said upper 
surface being slightly arched as viewed .in elevation on in- _ 
tersecting vertical planes, , a a, 

( 1) an endless circular band supporting said level on 
the top periphery, the support including anrup'per 
margin about and above the trans'parentsurface, thus 
forming a recess within saidrmargin, - V , 

(2) a horizontal planer base member vof'cruciform 
, shape in plan disposed contiguous ‘to and'integral 
with said band in 180° opposed relation with respect’ 
to'said spirit level, V , 

(3) a longer pair of the legs of said base member with ' 
' lower‘ coplanar surfaces which latter surfaces are‘ dis 
posed tangentially with respect to the outer diametri 
cal surface of said band and with a total length ap 
proximately 
band, ' ~ I I V v_ 

(4) and a shorter pair of the legs of said base'member 
with lower surfaces which latter surfaces are co 
planar with said lower surfaces 'of said longer pair 
of legs and which latter surfaces are perpendicular 
with ‘respect to a vertical central plane of said band, 
the total length of said’ latter lower faces being ap 

equal to the outside diameter of saidv 

proximately one halfthe length of the surfaces of 
the longer legs. I a 1 ' - a . 

'7 2. The structure of claim 1 wherein the lower surfaces 
' of all legs, posses equal height chiseled edges projecting 

5 

15 

20. 

downwardly therefrom, , g _ 

and’ the distal .ends of each chiseled edge on each leg 
'is chamfered. 1' 

3. The structure of claim 2 wherein the. width of the 
band tapers equally'from the top periphery downwardly 
on each half of the band. 7 v _ _ 
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