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This invention relates to a coaster or similar device for 
supporting containers such as glasses containing bever 
ages, and it is an `object of the invention to provide an 
improved device of this character. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an 
improved coasterof the Character indicated in ycombina 
tion With a game or other amusement device. i 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an 
improved coaster of the Character indicated wherein a 
beverage container is unable to slide off of the coaster. 

It is arfurther object of the invention to provide an im 
proved coaster 'of theV ̀ Character indicated wherein adher 
ence of the beverage container bottom surface to the 
coaster is substantially eliminated. 

Coasters for holding beverage containers such as glasses 
are well known in various forms and configurations, but 
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most, if not all, of such prior devices have been subject e I 
to the failing that the beverage container would tend to 
slip off of the coaster or, the beverage container would 
adhere to the coaster when the beverage container was 
being lifted from it, thereby causing inconvenience or 
messiness. Moreover, such prior coasters or the like 
devices, have had a single function rather than a dual 
function. They have not included in combination a game 
device which the user of the coaster may manipulate for 
amuseinent of himself alone or in Cooperation with others, 
and it is a further object of the invention to provide a 
coaster or similar device obviating these and other de 
?ciencies of prior devices. 
The invention may be brie?y described as comprising 

a coaster made up of a hollow member _having a lower 
surface and an upper surface of which the lower surface 
is adapted to rest on a ?at surface, such as a table, and 
the upper surface is adapted to have a beverage container 
received thereon, and a game device functioning interior 
ly of the container with the saidV upper surface being 
relatively transparent for viewing of the game there 
through. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent as the description proceeds and a more 
complete understanding of the invention may be had by 
referring to the accompanying drawings in which FIG. 1 
'represents a plan view of a coaster or similar device em 
bodying the invention, and FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view 
taken substantially along the lines 2-2 of PIG. 1 with a 
component added for illustrative purposes only. 

Referring more particularly tothe drawings, the inven 
tion is shown embodied in a coaster 10, including a hol 
low member 11 having an upper surface 12 and a lower 
surface 13. The upper and lower surfaces 12 and 13 are 
joined by a side wall 14, for completing the hollow con 
tainer. 
The upper surface 12 and side wall 14 may be formed 

of clear material such, for example, as any of the various 
moldable plastic materials, and may be formed as a uni 
tary structure. The bottom surface 13 may be of simi 
lar material to that of the upper surface and side wall 14, 
for example, or it may be formed of metal, paper or other 
suitable materials, and joined to the side wall 14by means' 
of a rim 15 interiorly of and crimped over the lower 
edge of the side wall 14, as shown at 16, for example. 
Other suitable methods of joining two surfaces together 
may, of course, be used without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
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Disposed on the lower surface 13 there is a further 

surface 17 upon which is disposed a suitable game design, 
for example, a teddy bear design 18, as seen best in 
FIG. l. The teddy bear design may have formed on 
various portions of its body, small, semispherical or other 
wise shaped holes or depressions 19 into which may be 
received small steel balls, or the like, 21. l,By appropriate 
manipulation of the coaster 10, the steel balls 21 may be 
worked into the depressions 19. 
As one form of game, a person getting all the balls 

into the depressions in the shortest interval of time, would 
be the Winner. i 

While a teddy bear design has beenshown, this is by 
way of example only, and it will be evident that other 
designs as desired, may be used. Similarly, other forms 
of games may be utilized, for example, one or more dice 
may be disposed interiorly of container 11. The surface 
17 upon which the design is disposed, as illustrated, may 
be eliminated, and the design formed directly upon the 
bottom surface 13. 
An annular lip or rim 22 is formed projecting upwardly 

of the upper surface 12 at the periphery thereof and may 
form an extension of the wall 14. The space interiorly 

, of the rim 22 forms a depr'ession within which a beverage 
glass 23 is received and Will be prevented by the rim from 
sliding off of the coaster. 
Also formed upwardly of the surface 12 is a series of 

equidistantly spaced 'bosses 24, four being shown by way 
of example, upon which the container 23 actually rests. 
The upper surfaces of the bosses 24 de?ne a surface 
which with the upper surface 12 creates an air space 25 
beneath the lower surface of the container 23. In this 
manner, only a small surface of contact exists between the 
upper portion of the coaster and the bottom surface of 
the container 23. Accordingly, the container 23 is only 
slightly adherent to the coaster, and thus, when lifted off, 
it does not tend to drag the coaster with it. In this man 
ner, a high degree of fastidiousness is obtained. 

While a particular embodiment of the invention has 
been shown, it will be understood, of course, that the in 
vention is not limited thereto since many modi?cations 
may be made, and it is, therefore, contemplated by the 
appended claims to cover any such modi?cations as fall 
within thetrue spirit and scope of the invention. 
The invention having thus been described, what is 

claimed and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
1. A coaster comprising a hollow member having a 

lower surface, an upper surface and an outer surface 
connecting said lower'and upper surfaces, said lower sur 

` face being adapted to rest on a ?at surface and said upper 
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surface being substantially spaced from said lower surface, 
said upper and said lower surfaces forming closures for 
the space within said outer surface, a raised rim portion 
at the periphery of said upper surface and being an in 
tegral part of said upper surface and said outer surface, 
protuberances integral with said upper surface and extend 
ing upwardly therefrom for receiving a container thereon, 
a game device functioning interiorly of said member, 
and said upper surface and said outer surface being rela 
tively transparent for permittíng viewing of said game 
therethrough. i 

2. A coaster comprísing a hollow member having a 
lower surfa-ce, an upper surface and an outer surface 
connecting said lower and upper surfaces, said lower sur 
face being adapted to rest on a ?at surface and said upper 
surface being substantially spaced from said lower surface, 
said upper and lower surfaces forming closures for the 
space within said outer surface, a game surface disposed 



on said lower surface interioriy of said contain-er and 
including randomly arranged depressions, bali members 
in said container for trial and error disposition in said 
depressions, a raised rim portion at the periphery of said 
upper surface and being an íntegrai part of said upper 
surface and said vouter surface, protuberances integral 
With said upper surface and extending upwardly there 
from for receiving 'a container thereon, and said upper 
surface and said outer surface being relativeiy transparent 
for permitting viewing of said game therethrough. 

777,305 
1,981,627 
2,298,048 
2,598,019 
2,601,312 
2,969,237 

4 . 

References Cš?eá by the Examiner 

UNITED STATES PAT ENTS 
12/04 
11/34 
10/42 
5/52 
6/52 
1/61 

Priestnall __________ __ 215-100.5 

Merriman _________ __ 248_346.1 

Fleming __' __________ __ 273-113 

Rosenthal et al _________ __ 40-70 

McGrew __________ __ 248-_346~1 

Rogers _____________ __ 273-113 

10 FRANK B. SHERRY, Primary Examžner. 


