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This invention relates generally to paint receptacles and 
more particularly, to'a novel paint receptacle adapted to 
be attached to the edge of an artist’s palette for holding 
paint in a convenient position for use by the artist. 

Normally, an artist will squeeze paint from tubes onto 
edge portions of a palette. The artist may then mix suit 
able colors together on the central surface areas of the 
palette for use in painting. After the artist has com 
pleted a day’swork, any paint left on the‘ palette is gener 
ally discarded. Thnsthe paint is essentially wasted unless 
some attempt is made topreserve the left-over paint. 
With the foregoing in mind, it is accordingly a primary 

object of this invention to provide a novel paint receptacle 
particularly for use with artist’s palettes for preserving 
left-over paint. . 
More particularly, it is an object to provide a paint 

receptacle, several of which may be individually secured 
to the edge of an artist’s palette, for containing respec 
tive paints to be used by the artist and in which, after a 
day’s work, the individual receptacles may be covered 
in a air-tight manner to preserve the paints. 
Another important object is to provide a paint recep 

tacle of the foregoing type in which the means for secur 
ing the same to the palette'are such that a ?rm base is 
provided for the paint receptacle itself. 

Still another important object is to provide a paint re 
ceptacle meeting the foregoing objects which is extremely 
economical to manufacture. 

Brie?y, these and many other objects and advantages 
of this invention are attained by providing an elongated 
plastic structure de?ning a paint-receiving cup, a cover, 
and a ?exible intermediate strip integrally extending 
from a peripheral portion of the cup to a peripheral por 
tion of the cover. The entire structure may be molded in 
a single operation and is designed such that the cover may 
be swung over to cover the cup, the intermediate strip por 
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plurality of individual paint receptacles 11, each formed 
in accordance with the present invention. These recep 
tacles are secured to surface portions of the palette adja 
cent to an edge such as the edge 12, and are identical in 
construction so that description of one will su?ice for all. 

Thus, referring particularly to FIGURE 2, the paint 
receptacle comprises an integral elongated plastic struc 
ture de?ning a paint receiving cup 13 provided about 
its upper peripheral open portion with an annular exterior 
bead 14. integrally extending from a lower peripheral 
portion adjacent the bottom of the cup is a ?exible elon 
gated strip 15 including integrally laterally extending 
ears 16 and 17. As shown, the ears 16 and 17 initially 
extend in opposite directions from the strip 15 and thence 
in parallel directions so as to straddle the cup 13 when 
viewed in plan as shown in FIGURE 2. 
The strip 15' continues in a strip portion 18 connecting 

to a peripheral exterior portion of a cover 19. The cover 
19 includes an internal annular head 20 adapted to co 
operate with the exterior bead 14 when the cover is posi 
tioned to cover the cup. ’ 
The assembly is completed by a small tab 21 integrally 

extending from a portion of the cover opposite to the 
point that the ?exible strip portion 18 connects. This 
tab permits the cover to be easily removed from the 
cup 13. 
The ears I6 and 17 are designed to cooperate with the 

bottom surface of the cup 13 to secure the device to the 
artist’s palette 10. Thus, with particular reference to 
FIGURE 3, it will be noted that the upper end surface 
portions of the ears 16 and 17 and the bottom surface of 
the cup 13 function to sandwich the edge portion 12 of 

' the palette 10. 
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tion assuming a U-shape. To insure an air-tight enclosure ‘ 
when the cover is in place, the cup is provided with an 
exterior annular bead cooperating with an interior bead 
in the cover. 
The plastic structure also includes securing means in 

the form of laterally extending ears arranged to cooper 
ate with the bottom surface of the cup to sandwich the 
edge of an artist’s palette and thus hold the paint receptacle 
to the palette. By this arrangement, no complicated or 
separate parts are necessary and the entire structure may 
be very economically maufactured. 
A better understanding of the invention will be had 

by now referring to a preferred embodiment thereof illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of an artist’s palette illus 

trating several of the paint receptacles of this invention 
secured to edge portions of the palette in open position 
for use; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged plan view of one of the 

receptacles illustrated in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary perspective View of one 

of the receptacles in open condition looking generally 
in the direction of the arrow 3 of FIGURE 1; and, 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 illustrating 

the receptacle in closed condition. 
Referring ?rst to FIGURE 1, there is shown a typical 

artist’s palette It) to which there have been attached a 
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FIGURE 4 illustrates the receptacle in closed condi— 
tion. As shown, when the cover 19 covers the cup 13 the 
intermediate ?exible strip portion 18 forms generally a 
U-shape. When positioning the cover over the cup, the 
internal annular head 20 will snap over the exterior bead 
.14 to insure an air-tight connection. 
When it is desired to open the cup, it is easy to grasp 

the tab 21 and simply pull back on the cover portion. 
The strip 18 is sufficiently ?exible and elastic that it 
will tend to assume its elongated ?at condition so that 
the cover will at all times be held in an out-of-the-way 
position when it is removed from the cup. 

In operation, an artist will fill several paint receptacles 
with the desired paints and the receptacles may be respec 
tively attached to the edge of the palette as illustrated 
in FIGURE 1 by simply urging the ears beneath the lower 
surface of the palette with the bottom surface of the cup 
riding over the top of the palette. This latter feature is 
important as the surface of the palette provides a ?rm 
foundation or base for the cup. 
The artist may then paint in the normal manner. After 

a day’s work, the individual cups may be closed by simply 
swinging over the covers as described to assume the posi 
tion illustrated in FIGURE 4. In this respect, the top 
of the cover may identify the color of the paint as shown. 
The cups may remain on the edge of the palette or they 
may be easily removed and stored if desired. 

Because of the cooperating beads, an air-tight enclosure 
is insured so that the paint will not dry out and is there 
fore not wasted. The integral construction of the re 
ceptacle insures that the cover cannot become separated 
or lost. Moreover, only a single molding operation is 
necessary to manufacture the device and therefore great 
economy is realizable. 
From the foregoing, it will therefore be evident that 

the present invention has provided a greatly improved 
paint receptacle meeting all of the various objects hereto 
fore set forth. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A paint receptacle comprising: an integral molded 

plastic structure de?ning a paint receiving cup, a cover, 
and a flexible intermediate strip integrally extending 
from a peripheral portion of said cup and integrally 
connecting to a peripheral portion of said cover whereby 
said cover may be swung lover to cover said cup by ?exing 
said intermediate strip into a U-shape, said intermediate 
strip including ears integrally extending laterally there 
from in opposite directions and thence extending parallel 
to each other in the direction of said cup to straddle‘either 
side of said cup when viewed in plan in such a manner 
that an edge of an artist’s palette is receivable between the 
bottom surface of said receiving cup and the top end sur 
face portions of said ears to be sandwiched thereby so 
that said paint receptacle is secured to said palette with 
the bottom surface of said cup in full engagement with a 
surface portion of said palette adjacent to said end to 
provide a ?rm base therefor. 

2. A paint receptacle adapted to be secured to the 
edge portion of an artist’s palette, comprising: an integral 
elongated plastic structure de?ning a paint receiving cup, 
a cover, and a ?exible intermediate strip integrally ex 
tending from a peripheral portion of said cup near its 
bottom and integrally connecting to a peripheral portion 
of said cover near its top, said cup including an annular 
exterior bead about its upper open peripheraledge and 
said cover including an annular interior bead under its 
top portion whereby said cover may be swung over to 
cover said cup by ?exing said intermediate strip into 
a U-shape, said interior bead snapping over said exterior 
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bead to provide an air-tight enclosure; and ears integrally 
extending laterally from said intermediate strip from oppo 
site directions and thence extending parallel to each other 
in a direction toward’ said cup to straddle either side of 
said cup when viewed in plan in such a manner that said 
edge of said palette is receivable between the bottom sur 
face of said cup and the top surface end portions of 
said ears so that said paint receptacle is secured to said 
palette with the bottom surface of said cup in full engage 
ment with a surface portion of said palette adjacent to 
said end to provide a ?rm base therefor. 

3. A paint receptacle according to claim 2, in which 
said cover includes an extending integral tab member at 
a point diametrically opposite to the point of connection 
of said intermediate strip, said tab member serving as a. 
means to facilitate raising of said cover from said cup. 
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