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The present invention relates to a surgical kniferwith ex 
changeable blade and especially‘to the handle for such a 
knife. ' 

It is an object of the present invention to provide for a 
handle for a surgical knife with exchangeable blade which 
is constructedin such a manner that the blade may be 
properly secured to the handle‘ and released therefrom 
while the user grips the handle with one hand without the 
necessity ‘of gripping the blade with the other hand or any 
other instrument. - . 

It is an additional object of the present invent-ion to 
provide for such a'handlei which is composed only of a 
few and relatively simple parts so that the same can'be 
produced at very reasonable cost while standing up prop 

1. erly under extensive use. 
It is a further object of the present invention to provide 

for such a handle in which the various parts can be easily 
taken apart for proper cleaning and/or replacement. 
With these objects in view the knife handle according 

to the present invention mainly comprises elongated han 
dle means, ?rst blade engaging ‘means on the handle 
means and adapted to extend through an aperture in a 
blade to be exchangeably connected to the handle and in 
which the ?rst engaging means have a ?rst abutment sur 

‘ face extending transversely to the elongation of the elon 
gated handle means. The handle comprises further elon 
gated operating means‘ connected to the handle means for 
relative sliding movement in longitudinal direction and 
the elongated operating means are provided with second 
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blade engaging means spaced in longitudinal direction a 
from the ?rst ‘engaging means and likewise. adapted to ex 
tend through the apertured blade. The second blade en 
gaging means have a second abutment surface extending 
transverse to the longitudinal direction of the elongated 
operating means and facing away from the ?rst abutment 
surface. Spring means are- operatively connected to the 
handle means and to the‘operating means ‘and biased to 
move the latter in longitudinal direction was to move the 
second abutment surface away from the ?rst abutment 
surface. The elongated operating means have an oper 
ating portion engageable by the user of the handle to move 
the operating means in longitudinal direction against the 
force of- the spring means in a‘direct-ion in which the abut 
ment surfaces approach each other so that the engaging 
means and the abutment surface thereonmay be brought 
closer together and so that the engaging means be ex 
tended through an apertured blade, whereby upon subse 
quent release of the opera-ting portion the abutment sur 
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faces will be moved‘ again away from each other by the ' 
spring means and into engagement with opposite longi~ 
tudinally spaced aperture portions in the blade so that the 
latter will be securely held on the blade engaging means. 

_ The handle means are preferably formed by an elon 
gated handle body formed with a bore extending in longi 
tudinal direction therethrough and an elongated blade sup 
porting member having a front portion projecting beyond 
one end of the handle body'and a rear portion located 
in the bore of the handle body. 
operating means is preferably in the form of an operating 
‘rod extending through the ‘bore of the body and projecting 
with a rear operating portion thereof beyond the other end 
of the handle body. 7 

Preferably the elongated blade supporting member is re 
leasab-ly fastened to the handle body so that the two c0m~ 
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ponents forming the handle means may be easily con 
nected to and disconnected from each other for proper 
cleaning purposes. ‘ i > ' 

The novel features which are considered as character 
istic for the invention are set forth in particular in the ap 
pended claims. The invention itself, however, both as to 
its construction and its method of operation, together with 
additional objects’ and advantages thereof, will be best 
understood fronrthe following description of specific em 
bodiments when read in connection with the'accompa'ny 
ing drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side View of the knife handle according to 
the present invention with the blade attached thereto; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross section taken along line‘ 
2—2 of FIG. 1; and > 

FIG. 3 is .a cross section taken along line 3—3 of FIG. 1. , 
Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to 

FIGS. 1 and 2, it will be seen that the handle means ac 
cording to the present invention comprise an elongated 
handle body 1 formed with a bore extending in longitudi 
nal direction therethrough and an elongated blade sup 
porting member 4 having a front portion 4' projecting be 
yond the open end 8 of the handle body 1 and‘a rear por 
tion 9 located in the bore of the handle body 1 and formed 
with a bore 13 therethrough. The elongated blade sup 
porting member 4 is preferably connected to the‘ elongated 
‘handle body 1 by releasable fastening means comprising 
a small buttonZl extending through a transverse bore 22 
formed in the handle body 1 adjacent the open end 8 
thereof and connected to a folded leaf spring 5 extending 
through a cutout 16 in the ‘rear portionl9 of the elongated 
blade supporting member. .’ 4 

‘The handle according to the present inventionincludes 
further elongatedop-erating means in the form of an elon~ 
gated rod .7 extending'thro‘ugh the bore '13 in the rear 
portion of the elongated blade supporting member 4 and 
through the interior of the handle body 1 to project with ' 
a frontend portion 3 beyond the open frontcnd 8 of the 

\ handle body and with a rear operating portion 28 beyond 
the open rear end 25 of the handle body 1. The oper 
ating rod 7 is guided in the bore 13 in the rear portion 9 
of the blade supporting member 4 and at the rear end 25 
of the handle body 1 for sliding movement in longitudinal 
direction. ‘Rod 7 is provided with a shoulder portion ‘15 
‘arranged rearwardly spaced from the rear end of the blade 
supporting member 4-, and a coil compression spring 6 is 
arranged around the portion of the rod'l-ocated between 
the rear end 'of the blade supporting member 4 and the 
shoulder portion 15 to abut with opposite ends thereof 
against this rear end and the shoulder portions 15. The 
coil spring 6 therefore tends tov move the operating rod 7 
in longitudinal direction so that the rear operating end 
28 thereof will project ‘beyond the open‘rear end 25 of 
the handle body 1. ‘ The inner surface of the handle body 
1 adjacent the open front end 8 thereof has a non-circular, 
for instance, elliptical, con?guration, as best seen in FIG; 
3, and the rear portion 9 of the blade supporting member 
4 has likewise a non-circular, for instance, hexagonal out- ' 
line, as ‘shown in FIG. 3, so that turning of the blade sup 
porting member 4 relative to the handle body 1 about a 
longitudinal axis is prevented. The front end portion of 
the blade supporting member 4 has .a ?at side face 10 and f 
a blade engaging means in form of a holding nose 11 
projects laterally from the‘, side face 10 at the outer free 
end of the blade ‘supporting member 4. A second blade 
engaging means in form of a second holding nose 17 is 
provided on the front end of the operating rod 7 project 
ing laterally from a flat side face 3tl‘formed in the front 
portion 3 of the operating rod 7. The side faces 10 and 
39 are located in one plane and the inner arm of the 
folded leaf spring 5 abuts against the side faces 10 and 39 
of the operating rod 7 thus preventing turning of the oper 
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ating rod 7 about its longitudinal axis and maintaining 
the side faces 10 and 30 aligned in one plane. The ?rst 
holding nose 111 is formed with a transverse slot 110: open 
toward the front end of the ‘blade supporting member 
4 and the bottom faces 11a’ of the slot forms a ?rst 
abutment surface. The second holding nose 17 is formed 
with a second abutment surface 17' extending substan 
tially normal to the side face 30 and facing away from the 
?rst abutment surface 11a’. The holding noses 11 and 17 
extend through an elongated slot 29 formed in the blade 
2 which abuts with a side face thereof against the side 
faces 10 and 39 of the blade supporting member 4» and the 
operating rod 7, respectively. 
The blade supporting member 4 may also be provided 

with an additional holding nose 23 rearwardly spaced 
from the ?rst holding nose 11 and projecting from the side 
face 10 through the slot 2? in the blades 2. In this case 
the slot 29 preferably has a rear portion which is wider 
than the front portion thereof and the width of the holding 
noses 11, 23 and 17 are made to ?t snugly into the corre 
sponding width of the portions of the slot 29. The abut 
ment face 17’ of the holding nose 17 may be formed along 
a semicircle to correspond to the transverse face portion 
at the rear of the slot 29. The operating rod 7 may also 
be provided rearwardly spaced from the holding nose 17 
with a projection 32 projecting laterally from the side 
face 33. 
The handle body 1 is preferably provided on opposite 

faces thereof with depressions 26 and 27, respectively, to 
improve the grip on the handle. 
The operation of the handle will be self-evident from 

the above description. When the blade 2 is not attached 
to the handle, the compression spring 6 will force the oper 
ating end 28 to a greater extent out of the open end 25 of 
the handle body 1 than shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In this 
position the free end of the inner arm of the leaf spring 
5 will abut against the bottom face of the projection 32. 
The curved ‘rear end of the leaf spring 5 engages a trans 
verse wall portion formed by the cutout 16 in the rear 
portion of the blade supporting member 4 and thus pre 
vents longitudinal movement of the rear portion 9 of the 
blade supporting member 4 out of the handle body 1 
under the action of the compression spring 6. When the 
blade 2 is not engaged by the holding noses 11 and 17 the 
abutment surfaces l-la' and 17’ on these holding noses 
will be spaced in longitudinal direction to a greater extent 
than shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. If the handle is now 
gripped with one hand, whereby the middle ?nger and 
the pointing ?nger may be located in the depressions 26 
and 27, and the rear end of the operating portion 28 of the 
rod 7 is engaged by the thumb and pressed in direction 
of the arrow A, the operating rod 7 will be moved in direc 
tion of this arrow against the force of the compression 
spring 6 and the abutment surfaces 11a’ and 17"may be 
brought closer ‘than shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 so that the 
holding noses 11 and 17 may be extended through the slot 
29 formed in the blades 2 until the side faces 10 and 30 
respectively abut agtinst one side face of the blade. Dur 
ing this operation the blade is preferably held in a stand 
or other supporting means which permit extension of the 
noses 11, 17, 23 through the slots of the blade. When 
pressure on the operating end 28 of the rod is then re 
leased, the operating rod 7 will be moved by the force of 
the compression spring 6 in direction opposite to the direc— 
tion of the arrow A so that the abutment faces 11a’ and 
17' will respectively engage opposite transverse end por 
tions of the slot 29 and thus hold the blade 2 securely on 
the handle. The whole operation can be performed with 
one hand and thereby the blade can be picked up from an 
appropriate stand without requiring any separate handling 
of the blade. 

Pressure on the front edge of the blade during use will 
not cause longitudinal shifting of the blade supporting 
member 4 relative to the handle body 1, since button 21 
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held in bore 22 engages a transverse edge of the cutout 
\16 as clearly shown in FIG. 2. 
When it is desired to eject the blade 2 from the handle, 

the operator will exert pressure in the direction of the 
arrow A on the operating portion 28 of the operating rod 
7 until the projections 32 engage the rear or bottom end 
of the blade so that the blade is moved in forward or up 
ward direction out of the slot 11a in the holding nose 11 
whereafter the blade 2 is released from the blade support 
ing member 4. 
The blade may also be provided instead of an elongated 

slot 29 with two ‘spaced apertures respectively adapted to 
receive the holding noses 11 and 17. If the handle is used 
in cooperation with the blade provided with a pair of Ion 
gitudinally spaced apertures, the additional‘holding nose 
23 is omitted. In this construction the apertures in the 
blade have to have at least in longitudinal direction a cross 
section slightly larger than the longitudinal extension of 
the holding noses 11 and 17. 
The various components of the handle are constructed 

in such a manner that the same can be easily taken apart 
Such a disassembly of the handle 

in its various components may be easily performed by 
pressing the bottom 21 inwardly out of the bore 22 formed 
in the handle body, whereupon the rear portion 9 of the 
blade supporting member 4 may be pulled out together 
with the operating rod of the open front end 8 of the han 
dle body 1. The folded leaf spring with the button 21 
thereon may then be easily removed from the cutout 16 
of the blade supporting member 4 so that the operating 
rod 7 with the coil spring 6 thereon may be pulled out of 
the bore of the blade supporting member 4. 

It will be understood that each of the elements de 
scribed above, or two or more together, may also ?nd a 
useful application in other types of knife handle for ex 
changeable blade differing from the types described above. 
While the invention has been illustrated and described 

as embodied in knife handle for exchangeable blade espe 
cially for surgical purpose, it is not intended to be limited 
to the details shown, since various modi?cations and struc 
tural changes may be made without departing in any way 
from the spirit of the present invention. 

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully re 
veal the gist of the present invention that others can by 

' applying current knowledge readily adapt it for various 
applications without omitting features that, from the 
standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential char 
acteristics of the generic or speci?c aspects of this inven 
tion and, therefore, such adaptations should and are in 
tended to be comprehended within the meaning and range 
of equivalence of the following claims. , 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. Knife handle for exchangeable blade, especially for 

surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means; ?rst blade engaging means on said handle 
means and adapted to extend through an aperture in a 

- blade to be exchangeably connected to the handle, said 
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?rst engaging means having a ?rst abutment surface ex 
tending transverse to the elongation of said elongated 
handle means; elongated operating means connected to 
said handle means for relative sliding movement in longi 
tudinal direction with respect thereto; second blade en 
gaging means on said operating means spaced in said di 
rection from said ?rst engaging means and adapted toex 
tend through the apertured blade, said second blade en 
gaging means having a second abutment surface extend 
ing transverse to said longitudinal direction and facing 
away from said ?rst abutment surface; spring means oper 
atively connected to said handle means and to said oper 
ating means and biased to move the latter in said longi 
tudinal direction so as to move said second abutment sur 
face away from said ?rst abutment surface; and an oper 
ating portion on said operating means engageable by the 
user of the handle to move said operating means in longi 
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tudinal direction against the force of said spring means 7 
in a direction in which said abutment surfaces approach 
each other so that said engaging means may be extended 
through the apertured blade, whereby upon subsequent 
release of said ‘operating portion said blade will beheld 
by said abutment surfaces engaging opposite longitudinally 
spaced aperture portions in the blade. > 

2. Knife handle for exchangeable blade, especially for 
surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, elongated 
handle means having a front end, a rear end, and a por 
tion rearwardly of said front end formed with a longi 
tudinal bore extending therethrough; ?rst blade engaging 
means on said front end and adapted to extend through 
an aperture in a‘ blade to be exchangeably connected to 
the handle, said ?rst engaging means having an abutment 
surface extending transverse to the elongation of said 
handlemeans and facing away from said rear end; an 
operating rod slidably extending through said bore and 
having a frontend rearwardly spaced from said front of 
said handle means and a rear operating end projecting 
beyond said rear end of said handle means; second blade 
engaging means on said front end of said rod adapted to 
extend through the apertured blade, said second blade en 
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surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, anlelon 
gated handle body formed with a ?rst bore extending in 
longitudinal direction theret-hrough and‘with a second 
bore extending adjacent one end of said‘body transversely 
to said ?rst bore; an elongated blade supporting member 
having a front portion projecting beyond said one end of 

‘ said handle-body and having a rear portion located in said 
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gaging means having a second abutment surface extending ~ 
transverse to the elongation of said rod and facing toward 
said rear operating end thereof; and spring means opera- ’ 
tively connected to said handle means and said operating 
rod, said spring means biased to move said abutment sur 
faces away from each other, whereby through pressure 
on said rear operating end of said rod said abutment sur 
faces may be moved toward each other against the force 
of said spring means to a distance smaller than the dis 
tance between opposite longitudinally spaced aperture 
portions in the blade so that said engaging means maybe 
extended ‘through the apertured blade and so that upon 
release of said operating end portion the blade will be 
held on said abutment surfaces. ' . 

3. Knife handle for exchangeable blade, especially for 
surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated handle body formed with a bore extending in longi 
tudinal direction therethrough; an elongated blade sup 
porting member having a front portion projecting beyond 
one end of said handle body and havinga rear portion 
‘located in said bore of said handle body; releasable fasten 

said 
said 
said 

ing means cooperating with said handle body and 
blade supporting member for releasably securing 
member to said body; a ?rst holding nose ?xed to 
front portion of said blade supporting member and 
adapted 'to extend through an aperture in the blade, said 
?rst holding nose having a ?rst abutment surface extend 
ing transverse to theelongation of said‘ blade supporting 
member and facing away from said rear portion thereof; 

, an operating rod slidably extending through said bore of 
> said handle bodyland having a front portion rearwardly 
spaced, from said front portion of said blade supporting 
member and arear operating portion projecting beyond 
the other end of said handle body; a second holding nose 
?xed ‘to said front portion of said operating ,rod and 
adapted tofextend through the apertured blade, said, sec 
ond holding nose having a second abutment surface ex 
tending transverse to the elongation of said rod and facing 
away from said ?rstabutment surface; and spring means 
operatively connectedto said elongated blade- supporting 
member and said operating rod, said spring means biased 
to' move said abutment surfaces away from’ each other, 
whereby- through pressure on said rear operating end of 
said rod ‘said abutment surfaces may be moved toward 
each other against the force ofsaid spring means to a dis; 
tance smaller: than the distance between opposite longif 
tudinally spaced aperture portions in the blade so that 
said engaging ‘means may-be extended through the aper 
tured blade andso that upon release of said operating end 
portion the blade will be held on said abutment surfaces. 

4-. Knife handle forexchangeable blade, especially for 
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bore of said handle body; releasable fastening means co 
operating with said handle body and said ‘blade supporting 
member ‘for releasably securing said member to said body 
and comprising a button extending through said second 
bore in said body and into a cutout formed in said blade 
supporting member, and a spring engaging said button 
and biased to keep a portion of the same in said second 
bore; a ?rst holding nose ?xed to said front portion of 
said blade supporting member and adapted to extend 
through an aperture in the blade, said ?rst holding nose 
having a ?rst abutment surface extending transverse to 
the elongation of said blade supporting member and fac 
ing away from said rear portion thereof, an operating‘ rod 
slidably extending through said bore of said handle body 
and having a front portion rearwardly spaced from said 
front portion of said blade supporting member and a rear 
operating portion projecting beyond the other end of said 
handle body; a second holding nose ?xed to said front 
portion of said operating rod and adapted to extendv 
through the apertured blade, said second holding nose 
having a second abutment surface extending transverse to 
the elongation of said rod and ‘facing away from said 
?rst abutment surface; and spring means operatively con 
nected to said elongated blade supporting member and 
said operating rod, said spring means biased to move said 
‘abutment surfaces away from each other, whereby through 
pressure on said rear operating end of said rod saidabut 
ment surfaces may be moved toward each other against 
the force of said spring means to a distance smaller than ' 
the distance between opposite longitudinally spaced aper 
ture portions in therblade so that said engaging means 
may be extended through the apertured blade and so that 
upon release of said operating end portion the blade will 
be held on said abutment surfaces. ; 

5. Knife vhandle ‘for exchangeable blade, especially for 
surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated handle body formed with a ?rst bore extending in 
longitudinal direction therethrough and with a second 
bore extending adjacent one end of said body transversely 
to said ?rst bore, said ?rst bore having at least at said 
one end of said body anon-circular cross section; an 
elongated blade supporting member having a front por 

‘_ tion projecting beyond said one end of said handle body 
and having a rear portion located in said bore of said 
handle body, said rear portion of said blade supporting 
member having a cross section cooperating with said non 
circular cross section of said ?rst bore to prevent turning 
of said blade supporting member relative to said handle 
body, said'rear portion being formed with a cutout; re— 
leasable fastening means cooperating with said handle 
body and said blade supporting member for releasably 
securing said member to said body and comprising a 
button extending through said second bore in said body 

_ and into'said cutout formed in said blade supporting mem 
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her, and a leaf spring located in said cutout engaging said 
button and biased to keep a portion of the same in said 
second bore; a ?rst holding nose ?xed to said front por 
tion of said blade supporting member and adaptedto 
extend through an aperture in the blade, said ?rst holding 
nose having a ?rst abutment surface extending transverse 
to the elongation of said blade supporting member and 
facing away from said rear portion thereof; an operating 
rod slidably extending through said bore of said handle 
body and having a front ‘portion rearwardly spaced from‘ 
said front portion of said blade supporting member and 
a rear operating portion projecting beyond the other end 
of said handle body; a second holding nose'?xed to said 
front portion of said operating rod and adapted to extend 
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through the apertured blade, said second holding nose 
having a second abutment surface extending transverse 
to the elongation of said rod and facing away from said 
?rst abutment surface; and spring means operatively con 
nected to said elongated blade supporting member and 
said operating rod, said spring means biased to move said 
abutment surfaces away from each other, whereby through 
pressure on said rear operating end of said rod said abut 
ment surfaces may be moved toward each other against 
the force of said spring means to a distance smaller than 
the distance between opposite longitudinally spaced aper 
ture portions in the blade so that said engaging means 
may be extended through the apertured blade and so that 
upon release of said operating end portion the blade will 
be held on said abutment surfaces. 

6. Knife handle for exchangeable blade, especially for 
surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated handle lbody formed with a bore extending in longi 
tudinal direction therethrough; an elongated blade sup 
porting member having a front portion projecting beyond 
one end of said handle body and having a tubular rear 
portion located in said bore of said handle body, said 
front portion having a substantially plane longitudinally 
extending side face; releasable fastening means cooperat 
ing with said handle body and said blade supporting mem 
ber for releasably securing said member to said body; a 
?rst holding nose projecting from a front end of said side 
face of said blade supporting member and adapted to 
extend through an aperture in the blade, said ?rst holding 
nose having a ?rst abutment surface extending transverse 
to the elongation of said blade supporting member and 
facing away from said rear portion thereof; an operating 
rod slidably extending through said tubular rear portion of 
said blade supporting member and said bore of said 
handle body and having a front portion rearwardly spaced 
from said front portion of said blade supporting member 
and a rear operating portion projecting beyond the other 
end of said handle body; a second holding nose ?xed to 
said front portion of said operating rod and adapted to ex 
tend through the apertured blade, said second holding 
nose having a second abutment surface extending trans 
verse to the elongation of said rod and facing away from 
said ?rst abutment surface; and spring means operatively 
connected to said elongate blade supporting member and 
said operating rod, said spring means biased to move 
said abutment surfaces away from each other, whereby 
through pressure on said rear operating end of said rod 
said abutment surfaces may be moved toward each ‘other 
against the force of said spring means to a distance smaller 
than the distance between opposite longitudinally spaced 
aperture portions in the blade so that said engaging means 
may be extended through the apertured blade and so 
that upon release of said operating end portion the blade 
will be held on said abutment surfaces. , 

7. Knife handle for exchangeable blade, especially for 
surgical purpose, comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated handle body formed with a ?rst bore extending in 
longitudinal direction therethrough and with a second 
bore extending adjacent one end of said body transversely 
to said ?rst bore, said ?rst bore having at least at said 
one end of said body a non-circular cross section; an 
elongated blade supporting member having a front por 
tion projecting beyond said one end of said handle body 
and a tubular rear portion located in said bore of said 
body, said front portion having a substantially plane 
longitudinally extending side face and said rear portion 
having a cross section cooperating with said non-circular 
cross section of said ?rst bore to prevent turning of said 
blade supporting member relative to said handle body, 
said rear portion being formed with a cutout; releasable 
fastening means cooperating with said handle body and 
said blade supporting member for releasably securing said 
member to said body, said fastening means including a 
button extending through said second bore of said body 
and into said cutout in said blade supporting member, 
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8 
and a leaf spring located in said cutout, engaging said 
button and tending to keep a portion thereof in said 
second bore; a ?rst holding nose laterally projecting from 
said side face of said front portion of said elongated 
blade supporting member and adapted to extend through 
an aperture in a blade to be exchangeably connected to 
the handle, said ?rst holding nose having a ?rst abutment 
face extending transverse to the elongation of said blade 
supporting member and facing away from said rear end 
thereof; an operating rod slidably extending through said 
tubular rear portion of said elongated blade supporting 
member and said ?rst bore in said handle body and 
having a front portion rearwardly spaced from said 
front portion of said elongated blade supporting mem 
ber and rear operating portion projecting beyond the 
other end of said handle body, said front portion of 
said rod having a substantially plane longitudinally ex 
tending side face located substantially in one plane with 
said side face of said blade supporting member and said 
leaf spring of said fastening means engaging said side 
face of said rod for keeping the same aligned with said 
side face of said blade-supporting member; a second 
holding nose projecting laterally from said side face of 
said operating rod and adapted to extend through the 
apertured blade, said second holding nose having a sec~ 
0nd abutment surface extending transversely said side 
face of said rod ‘and facing away from said ?rst abutment 
surface; and spring means operatively connected to said 
elongated blade supporting member and said operating 
rod, said spring means biased to move said abutment 
surfaces away from each other, whereby through pres 
sure on said rear operating end of said rod said abut~ 
ment surfaces may be moved toward each other against 
the force of said spring means to a distance smaller than 
the distance between opposite longitudinally spaced aper 
ture portions in the blade so that said engaging means 
may be extended through the apertured blade and so 
that upon release of said operating end portion the blade 
will be held on said abutment surfaces. 

8. A knife handle as set forth in claim 3 in which 
said elongated handle body is formed at opposite longitu 
dinal outer surface portions thereof respectively with a 
pair of depressions. 

9. A knife handle as set forth in claim 6 in which an 
.- additional holding nose is provided on said elongated 

blade supporting member rearwardly spaced from said 
?rst holding nose and projecting from said side face there 
of, and in which’ said ?rst and said additional holding 
noses are each provided with a transverse slot open to 
ward the front end of said blade supporting member and 
in which said ?rst abutment surface and an additional 
abutment surface are respectively formed at the bottom 
faces of said slots. 

10. A knife assembly with exchangeable blade, espe 
cially for surgical purpose, comprising, ‘in combination, 
a blade having an abutment portion formed with an 
elongated slot extending in longitudinal direction of said 
blade, said slot having a pair of opposite spaced face 
portions extending transverse to the elongation of said 
slot; elongated handle means having a front end, a rear 
end, and a portion rearwardly of said front end formed 
with a longitudinal bore extending therethrough; ?rst 
blade engaging means on said‘front end extending through 
saidv slot in the blade and having an abutment surface 
extending transverse to the elongation of said handle 
means, facing away from said rear end thereof and 
engaging one of said face portions of said slot; and oper 
ating rod slidably extending through said bore and hav 
ing a front end rearwardly spaced from said front end 
of said handle means and a rear operating end project 
ing beyond said rear end of said handle means; second 
blade engaging means on said front end of said rod ex 
tending through said slot, said second blade engaging 
means having a second abutment surface extending trans 
verse to the elongation of said rod and facing toward 
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said rear operating end thereof and engaging the other 
of said face portions of said slot; and spring means opera 
tively connected to said handle means and said operating 
rod and biased to move said abutment surfaces away 
from each other so as to resiliently press said second 
abutment surface against said other face portion of said 
slot to hold thereby said blade on said handle means, 
whereby upon exertion of pressure on said rear operat 
ing end of said rod said abutment surfaces may be moved 
toward each other against the force of said spring means 
to a distance smaller than that of the spacing between 
said opposite face portions of the slot so that said blade 
may be removed from said handle means. 

11. A knife assembly with exchangeable blade as set 
forth in claim 10 in which said blade is formed instead 

10 

15 

1b 
of said slot with a pair of apertures of preselected cross 
section and spaced from each other in longitudinal di 
rection of said blade, and in which said blade engaging 
means have at least in longitudinal direction a cross 
section smaller than that of said apertures and in which 
said blade engaging means extend respectively through 
said apertures. ' 
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