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The present invention relates to chairs and particularly 
to a kneeler accessory adapted for attachment to foldable 
or portable type chairs. 

It is a primary object of the invention to provide a 
novel form of kneeler attachment having a parallelogram 
type linkage construction, wherein the kneeler assembly 
is removably clamped to thetrear legs of a chair, or 
optionally permanently affixed thereto, and which may 
be tilted from a substantially horizontal use position to 
a collapsed substantially upright position in parallel 
registry with and adjacent the rear legs of the chair. 

Other objects of the invention are: to provide a kneeler 
adapted for attachment to chairs of the folding or port 
able type used in places of worship, the kneeler being 
intended for use by the occupant of a chair disposed rear 
wardly of the chair to which the kneeler is attached and 
to provide such a kneeler which may be optionally re 
leasably affixed or permanently affixed to the rear legs 
of a chair and to provide such a kneeler which, when 
attached to a chair, may be easily moved into and out 
of a lowered or use position. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
novel form of releasable clamp assembly by which the 
kneeler may be easily attached to and/or disengaged 
from the chair legs when no longer needed, without in 
any way modifying the operation of the chair or the 
chair structure, and all without the use of special tools 
or the requirement for special skills by the user. 

These and other objects will be apparent from a con 
sideration of the following speci?cation and claim read 
in conjunction with the attached drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a rear, perspective View of a folding chair hav 
ing the kneeler attachment of the invention attached to 
the rear legs thereof,,the kneeler attachment being shown 
in a lowered or unfolded position ready for use; 

FIG. 2 ,is a side elevational view of the chair and 
kneeler attachment of FIG. 1, both being shown in a 
folded or non-use position; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the chair and 

kneeler attachment of FIG. 1, both being shown in a low 
ered or unfolded position; ‘ 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view on the line 

4—4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged rear elevational View of the rear 

legs of a chair with the kneeler attachment in a folded 
or non-use position; 
FIG. 6 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary rear plan 

view of the clamp lock means of the kneeler attachment 
of the invention in locked association with a chair leg; 

FIG. 6A is a view similar to FIG. 6 with the clamp 
lock means in unlocked position; and 

FIG. 7 is a top plan view of the clamp lock means of 
FIG. 6, with certain parts omitted for purposes of 
clarity. 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, I have shown 
for purposes of illustration a conventional type folding 
chair having a U-shaped front frame It) which defines a 
pair of spaced parallel front legs 12 and which includes, 
at its upper end, a backrest 14. The chair further com 
prises a pair of spaced parallel inwardly inclined rear 
legs 16, a seat 18 pivotally mounted to the front and 
rear legs, and links 20 at either side of the chair inter 
connecting the respective adjacent front and rear legs. 
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A crossbar 22 extends between rear legs 16 and is secured 
thereto in any suitable manner. 
The kneeler attachment of the invention is generally 

indicated by 30 and is adapted for attachment to any 
chair having rear legs, such as rear legs 16, and is releas 
ably ?xed thereto by clamp lock means generally indi 
cated by 32, best seen in FIGS. 6-7. ‘ 
The clamp lock means are secured to each of the said 

rear legs 16 and provide a means for connecting the 
kneeler attachment to the rear legs of the chair in such a 
fashion that it may be easily attached thereto or removed 
therefrom. Alternatively, the kneeler attachment may 
be permanently affixed to the rear legs, as will appear. 
The clamp locks 32 are identical to each other and 

each includes a clamp portion 34 having an arcuate body 
portion 36 adapted to encircle partially a respective leg 
16, a bracket portion 38 extending outwardly from one 
side of said body portion, and a locking ?ange 49 extend 
ing outwardly from the other side of said body portion, 
and being substantially axially aligned with said bracket 
portion. 
A locking bar 42 of generally channel shape is pivoted 

to the rear surface of bracket portion 38 by means of 
a pivot pin 44 extending through a slot 46 provided cen 
trally of the locking bar and passing through an appropri 
ately aligned opening in said bracket portion. 

Locking bar 42 is provided at one of its ends with an 
outwardly-extending bar or ?ange 48, the inner surface 
of which is adapted to bear against the outer edge of 
locking ?ange 40 of clamp portion 34 in the closed or 
locked position of the device. 
As clearly seen in FIG. 6A, the outer edge of locking 

?ange All is appropriately contoured to provide upper 
and lower cam surfaces 49 and 49' respectively, and 
‘upper and lower locking shoulders 50 and 50' respectively 
disposed therebetween. By such novel configuration, the 
clamp lock means 32 may be cast or otherwise fabricated 
without regard to whether the clamp lock means will be 
employed on the left hand side of the kneeler or on the 
right hand side thereof. 

Locking bar 42, being adjnstably and pivotally mounted 
for 360° rotation upon pin 44, may be swung in a clock 
wise direction to bring bar 48 into initial contact with 
cam surface 49. Following this initial-contact, further 
rotation in the same direction causes the ear to ride along 

' the cam surface 49 until it comes into contact with the 
appropriate locking shoulder 56, at which time further 
rotation in that direction is precluded, and the locking 
bar 42 is locked relative to clamp portion 34-. 

Rotation in the opposite direction (i.e. upwardly away 
from locking shoulder 50) unlocks the locking bar from 
the locking ?ange 40 of clamp portion 34. 

Locking bar 42 is movable between a generally horizon 
tal or locked position, in which it extends transversely 
across one of the legs 16, and a generally vertical or un 
locked position, in which it extends in parallel relation 
to one of the legs 16. 

Bracket portions 38, 38 serve as a mounting area for 
pivotally connecting kneeler attachment 30 to clamp lock 
means 32, 32. 

Kneeler attachment 30 generally comprises a kneeler 
pad 60 ?xed at its opposite ends to pairs of angle support 
brackets 62, and a generally U-shaped support link 64 
having spaced parallel arms 66, 66 pivoted at their upper 
ends at 68 to upper pivot links 72, 72, provided at each 
end of pad 60, and interconnected at their lower ends 
by a horizontally-extending cross bar 76. 
The outermost ends of upper pivot links 72, 72 are 

connected by a horizontally-extending cross bar 72’ which 
serves as a support for the brackets 62 and kneeler pad 69. 
As will appear, support link 64 is movable between a 

down position, in which the cross bar 7 0 thereof is adapted 
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to‘ rest on the floor or other supporting surface directly 
below the longitudinal central axis of kneeler pad 60, 
and an up position, in which the cross bar 70 is generally 
parallel to the plane'of the kneeler pad 
A pair of lower pivot links 74 are provided at each 

side of the kneeler attachment and extend between kneeler, 
pad 60 and clamp lock means 32 in spaced substantially 
parallel relation to'upper pivot links 72. . In the following 
description of pivot links 72 and 74, while each will be 
referred to in the singular, it should be understood that 
there a pair of each disposed at each end of the kneeler 
pad. 
Upper pivot link 72 is pivoted at its innermost or rear 

ward end at 76 to bracket portion 38 of clamp lock means 
32, and is pivoted at 68 at its opposite outermost or for 
ward end to arm 66 of support link 64, as aforesaid. 
Lower pivot link 74, is pivoted atits innermost or 

rearward end at 80 to bracket portion '38 of clamp lock 
means 32, and is pivoted at 82 at its opposite outermost 
or forward end to an arm 66 of support link 64. 

In the folded or non-use position of the kneeler attach 
ment, the pivot links 72 and 74, kneeler pad 60 and sup 
port link 70 are all disposed in substantially aligned rela 
tionship to each other and to the legs 16. 
To move the kneeler attachment‘to the unfolded or use 

position, the kneeler pad is swung downwardly, where 
upon lower pivot link causes support link 64 to swing out 
wardly to'a support position below the kneeler pad. 
To return the kneeler attachment to the folded or non 

use position from the use position, the kneeler pad is 
swung upwardly, whereupon lower'pivot link causes sup 
port link 64 to swing inwardly to a folded position paral 
lel to the kneeler pad. 
The kneeler attaclnnent may be attached to legs 16 by 

swinging locking bar 42Tof each clamp lock means 32 to 
‘a substantially vertical position, as shown in phantom in 
FIG. 6, whereupon arcuate body portion .36 of the clamp 
lock means may be moved into partially encircling engage 
ment with its respective leg 16. Locking bar 42 is now 
rotated in a clockwise direction to move it into a general 
ly horizontal position behind the chair leg, with ear 48 
of the locking bar tightly engaged with the locking shoul 
der 50 of locking ?ange 40. 
To remove the kneeler attachment from the chair legs, 

such ‘de?ned procedure is reversed. 
' Means are provided for permanently afiixing the kneeler 
attachment to the chair legs, should such be desired. 

Bracket portion 38 and locking bar 42 are provided with 
openings 90 and 92 respectively, these openings being 
aligned when the locking bar is in a horizontal or lock‘ 
ing position, wherefore a bolt or rivet, not shown, may be 
passed therethrough to ?x the locking bar against rota 
tive movement relative to the bracket portion. 
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The kneeler attachment hereof is easily and readily at 

tached to a chair, and is readily and easily swung between 
its folded and unfolded positions. The chair may be used 
in the normal manner irrespective .of the position of the 
kneeler. 

Various changes and modi?cations may be made in 
the form of the kneeler attachment, without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention, and it is de 
sired to claim and secure the following by Letters Patent 
of the United States. 

I claim: 
A kneeler attachment for a chair having a pair of 

spaced rear legs, the kneeler attachment comprising, a 
kneeler pad, a support means for said kneeler pad, a pair. 
of pivot links extending outwardly from opposite sides of 
said kneeler pad and pivoted at one end to .said support 
means, and connecting means on the opposite ends of 
said pivot links for releasably connecting the kneeler at 
tachment to the rear legs of the chair, said connecting 
means comprising, a clamp portion pivotally connected to 
the outer ends of said pivot links, said clamp portion hav 
ing an arcuate body portion adapted to partially encircle 
achair leg and a bracket portion and a cam lock portion 

8 extending laterally outwardly from opposite sides of said 
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body portion, said bracket portion and said cam lock 
portion being substantially axially aligned as to each other 
and extending outwardly on either side of the chair leg, 
and a locking bar pivoted at one end to said bracket por 
tion so as to be disposed rearwardly of the chair rear leg 
and having a locking ?ange at its opposite end having an 
innermost inwardly-facing surface adapted for engage 
ment with said cam lock portion, said cam lock portion 
comprising anVoutwardly-facing outermost cam surface 
and an outwardly-facing outermost locking shoulder, said 
locking bar being movable relative to ‘said clamp portion 
to move the inwardly-facing surface of the locking ?ange 
into engagement with ?rst said cam surface and then said 
locking shoulder for releasably securing said connecting 
means to the chair legs. 
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