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DISPENSING CONTAINER 
Herman Marguiies, Short Hills, N.J., assignor of twenty’ 

percent to‘James H. ‘‘ Quest, Brooklyn, and twenty per 
cent to John Zeigler,‘New York, N.Y. I . 

Filed Oct. 17, 1961, Ser. No. 145,722 
5 Claims. (Cl. 229-17) 

This invention relates to a container, and more particu 
larly, to a novel container made from a one piece blank 
in a manner so that the articles adapted to be disposed 
therein are successively moved to a dispensing position in 
response to removal of the topmost article. : 
‘ The container of t'he‘present invention is made from .a 
one piece blank of relatively stiif paper. Integral‘portions 
of the blank are folded in the manner of an accordion so 
as to provide a spring biasing eifect against the articles 
adapted to be disposeditherein. In this manner, removal 
of the’ topmost article automatically results in the spring 
means biasing the next article to the position formerly 
occupied by the article removed. . "In this manner,‘ the 
article to be removed is‘ always adjacent the opening 
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‘ line 16 disposed therebetween. The bottom panel 12 is, 

20 

through ‘which it will be dispensed. Thus, the necessity . 
for providing an opening large enough so that one’s 
?ngers‘ may extend therethrough for grasping the last 
article or articles adjacent the bottom of the container is 
avoided. \ > - r \ 

Accordingly, the container of the present invention may 
also be considered a dispenser for the articles adapted to 
be ‘packaged ‘therein. The spring means for biasing the 
‘article toward the dispensing opening is preferably an 
integral portion of the one piece blank. In this manner, 
the simplicity and cost of the container of the present in 
vention facilitate mass production of containers which 
are more desirable and easier to use than containers pro 
posed heretofore. The articles adapted to be disposed 
within the container of the present invention may be in 
the forn'r of packets of powder or ?ake material such as 
tea, sugar, salt, coffee, etc. In addition, the articles may 
assume almost any shape including round or square ob 
jects.‘ However, the container of the present invention 
functions more e?iciently when the article adapted to be 
disposed therein is in the nature of a small envelope or 
packet or a ?at object in the nature of ‘a cube of sugar. 

\ Itfis an object of the present invention to provide a 
.novel one piece container. 

‘ It-is' another object of the present invention to provide 
a novel container made from a one piece blank. 

‘ It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a novel container wherein spring means are provided for 
biasing the articlesdisposed therein toward a dispensing 
opening. ‘ . p ' 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a novel container made from a one piece blank of paper 
_or the like wherein means are provided for biasing the 
articles disposed therein toward a dispensing opening. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a novel one piece blank from which a container 
may be made. 

Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
For the purpose of illustrating the invention there is 

shown in the drawings a form which is presently pre 
ferred; it being understood, however, that this invention 
is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumen 
talities shown. ‘ ‘ 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a one piece blank from 

which a container of the present invention may be made. 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of a partially assem 

bled container. , . - 

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a partially assem 
bled container. 
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FIGURE 4 is a perspective View of an assembled con 
tainer. ‘ 

FEGURE 5 is a perspective view of an assembled conq 
tainer similar to FIGURE 4, but showing the container 
rotated 90 degrees from the illustration shown in FIG 
URE 4. _ . ' a ‘ 

FIGURE 6 is a transverse sectional view taken along 
the lines 6-6 in FIGURE 5. ‘ > 

FIGURE 7 is a perspective view of a container, simi 
lar to FIGURE 6, with one ?ap being raised so as to 
expose the articles packaged therein. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, wherein like nu 
merals indicate like elements, there is shown in FIGURE 
1 a blank designated generally as 10. 
The one piece blank 10 includes a bottom panel 12 

integrally connected with a ‘front panel 14 having a fold 

provided with a tab 18 extending along the length there 
of with a fold line disposed therebetween. The bottom 
panel 12 is'also provided with end tabs 20 and 22 with 
a fold line disposed between each end tab and the bottom 
panel 12. The face of the tab 18 illustrated in FIGURE 
1 may ‘be provided with an adhesive coating. , 
The edge of the ‘front panel 14 opposite to the edge 

connected to the bottom ‘panel 12 is integrally connected 
to a top panel 24. Azfold‘ line 26 separates the panels 14 
and 24. The top panel 24 is provided with end tabs 28 
and 32. A fold line is disposed between the end tabs and 
the panel 24. The side edge of the panel 24 is integrally 
connected to a tab 3i) with a fold line being disposed there 
between. The face of the tab 30 illustrated in FIGURE 1 
may be provided with an adhesive coating. 
A pair ‘of ?aps 34 and 36 are provided in the shape of 

an arrowhead as illustrated in FIGURE 1. The periph~ 
cry of the flaps 34 and 36 is de?ned by a perforated line. 
One end of the ?ap 34 is integrally connected with the 
top panel 24 and separated therefrom by means of fold 
line 38. One end of ?ap 36 is integrally connected with 
the panel 24 and separated therefrom by fold line 40. 
It will be noted that the ?aps 34 and 35 are formed from 
a portion of the panels 14 and 24 with the fold line 26 
extending thereacross. 
The front panel 14 is provided with a left side wall 

panel 42 integrally connected therewith along one edge 
with a fold line being disposed therebetween. The oppo 
site edge of the panel 42 is integrally connected with a 
back wall portion 44 with a fold line being disposed there; 
between. The opposite edge of the back wall portion 44 
is integrally connected with a separator wall panel 46 
with a fold line being provided therebetween. The panel 
46 is provided with a tab 48 with a fold line being pro 
vided therebetween. ' 

A panel 50 is integrally connected with a side edge of 
the ‘back wall portion 44 with a fold line being provided 
therebetween. A panel 52 is integrally connected with 
the panel 50 with a fold line being provided therebetween. 
A panel 54 is integrally connected with the panel 52 with 
a fold line being provided therebetween. A panel 56 is 
integrally connected with the panel 54 with a fold line 
being provided therebetween. The panels 50-56 are in 
alignment and hereinafter may be referred to ‘as a spring 
means. 

A right side wall panel 58 is integrally connected with 
the front wall panel 14 wth a fold line between said panels 
58 and 14. A back wall portion 60 of substantially the 
same size as the back wall portion 44 is integrally con 
nected with the panel 58 with a fold line being provided 
therebetween. The portion 60 is provided with a tab 62 
with a fold line being provided therebetween. 
A panel 64 is integrally connected with the back wall 

portion 60 with a fold line being provided therebetween. 
A panel 66 is integrally connected with the panel 64 
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with a fold line being provided therebetween. A panel 
68 is integrally connected with the panel 66 with a fold 
line being provided therebetwen. A panel 70 is integrally 
connected with the panel 68 with a fold line being pro 
vided therebetween. The panels 64-76 are in line with 
one another and hereinafter may be referred to as a 
spring means. 
The container of the present invention is assembled 

from the blank 19 as follows: 
The bottom panel 12 is folded along fold line 16 so as 

to be upright with respect to the front panel 14 as illus 
trated in FIGURE 2. Then the panels 50-56 are manipu 
lated and bent along the fold lines therebetween so that 
the panels assume the “accordion” shape as illustrated in 
FIGURE 2. Thereafter, the panels 42-48 are manipu 
lated and bent along the fold lines therebetween so that 
panel 42 is upright with respect to the front wall panel 
14. The end tab 22 is manipulated to the position illus 
trated in FIGURE 2 so as to be inside of the side wall 
panel 42. The back wall portion 44 is manipulated so as 

10 

20 
to be substantially parallel to the front wall portion 14 ' 
with the separator wall 46 being substantially perpendicu 
lar to the front wall panel 14 and parallel to the side wall 
panel 42. . 
As shown more clearly in FIGURE 3, the face of the 

tab 48 juxtaposed to the front wall panel 14 is adhesively 
secured thereto. The panels 64—7tl are then folded in the 
same manner as panels 58-56. Thereafter, the panels 
58 and 60 are moved so as to assume the position shown 
in FIGURE 3 with an adhesive coating on the tab 62 
being secured to the face of the separator wall panel 46 
juxtaposed thereto. 
At this point, it will be noted that two discrete com 

partments are provided with a spring means being dis 
posed within each compartment. The tab 18 is then 
folded and adhesively secured across the juxtaposed face 
of the back wall portions 44 and 6t). Thereafter, the end 
tabs 28 and 30 are folded as shown in FIGURE 3. 
At this point, the container is ?lled with articles 72. 

The lowermost article in one compartment is in abutting 
contact with a major face of the panel 56 and the lower 
most article in the adjacent compartment is in abutting 
contact with a major face of the panel 70. Thereafter, 
the top panel 24 is manipulated along fold line 26 so as 
to be parallel to the bottom panel 12 with the end tabs 
28 and 32 being inside the end wall panels 42 and 58. 
Then the tab 30 is adhesively secured across the juxtaposed 
face of the back wall portions 44 and 6t}. Thereafter, the 
entire container may be wrapped in a transparent cello 
phane wrapper with a tear string being provided to facili 
tate removal of the same. 

In use, the container of the present invention will be 
in the position illustrated in FIGURES 5 and 7. When 
it is desired to remove one of the articles 72, one of the 
flaps is separated from its connection with the front wall 
panel 14 and a portion of the top wall panel 24. Thus, 
by applying pressure with one’s ?nger the perforated line 
around the flap 34 may be broken whereby the flap 34 
may be pivoted about the fold line 38 to the position il 
lustrated in FIGURE 7. The arrowhead aperture facili 
tates the removal of one article 72 at a time. As the 
uppermost article 72 is removed through the arrowhead 
aperture, the spring means for the one compartment ex 
pands thereby raising the next article to a position where 
in it may be readily removed. 
The same process for dispensing the articles continues 

until the panel 56 is visible thereby indicating the com 
partment is empty. Thereafter, the second compartment 
may be emptied in the same manner. It will be appre 
ciated that the flap 34 or 36 is replaced so as to be loose 
ly held within the arrowhead dispensing aperture when an 
article 72 is not being removed from the container. 

It will be noted that the container presents clean lines 
with only ?aps 18 and 30 being exposed on the outer sur 
face of the container, The entire container is maintained 

40 

4. 
in assembled relationship by an adhesive coating on the 
tabs 18, 3t), 48 and 62. _ 

Thus, it will be seen that the present invention includes 
a novel one piece blank and a container made therefrom. 
The container may be a compartmented container as il 
lustrated or may have only a single compartment if de 
sired merely by elongating the back wall portion 44 so as 
to have a length corresponding to the length of the panel 
14 with the spring means integral therewith extending 
for the full length thereof. If a single compartment is 
provided, elements 60—7t9 may be eliminated with a tab 
being provided on the end wall panel 58. 

In addition to the provision of spring means for main 
taining the uppermost article adjacent the dispensing aper 
ture, it will be noted that the novel arrowhead shaped 
dispensing aperture facilitates the dispensing of only one 
article at a time when said article assumes a flat shape 
such as a cube of sugar, tea bag, etc. While the spring 
means have been illustrated as being integral with the back 
wall portions 44 and 60, it will be appreciated that such 
spring means may be provided integral with the side wall 
panels or the separator wall panel 46 if desired. 
The present invention may be embodied in other speci?c 

forms without departing from‘ the spirit or essential at 
~ tributes thereof and, accordingly, reference should be 
made to the appended claims, rather than to the fore 
going speci?cation as indicating the scope of the inven 
tion. 

I claim: 
1. A container comprising a bottom wall, a top wall, 

a front wall, side walls, and a back wall, said walls being 
formed from a one-piece blank with fold lines being pro 
vided intermediate adjacent Walls, a ?ap having one end 
integral with said top wall, the remainder of said ?ap 
being integrally connected to said top wall and said front 
wall by means of a perforation line, a fold line between 
said one end of said ?ap and said top wall whereby said 
?ap may be pivoted to a disposition so as to expose a 
dispensing aperture formed in said front wall, a spring 
means disposed between said bottom and top walls where 
by articles adapted to be disposed therebetween will be 
biased toward said top wall to be dispensed through said 
aperture, a partition wall extending between said front 
and back walls, said partition wall cooperating with said 
walls so as to de?ne two chambers, and a spring means 
in each chamber. 

2. A container in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
spring means comprising an odd number of‘ similarly 
shaped panels joined by fold lines, the lowermost of said 
spring means panels being integrally connected with said 
bottom wall,‘said spring means panels being folded in 
zigzag fashion to form a spring-like accordion, and a 
pusher tab joined by a fold line to the uppermost of said 
spring means panels, said pusher tab being smaller than 
said spring means panels whereby it will have its edge 
opposite from the fold line between the pusher tab and 
the uppermost spring means panel centrally of the front 
and back walls so as to evenly bias ?at articles lying paral 
lel to the bottom wall within the container against the top 
wall of the container. 

3. A container comprising a top wall, a bottom wall, a 
front wall, side walls, said walls being made from a one 
piece blank with fold lines being provided between ad 
jacent walls, a back wall portion integrally connected to 
each side Wall, each back wall portion having a length 
corresponding to one-half the length of the front wall, a 
plurality of interconnected panels, one of said last men 
tioned panels being integrally connected with each one 
of said back wall portions, said last mentioned panels 
being folded in zig-zag disposition for biasing articles 
toward said top wall, and means for providing access to 
the articles adapted to be biased toward said top wall by 
said last mentioned panels. 

4. A container in accordance with claim 3 wherein said 
last mentioned means includes a pair of ?aps, each ?ap 
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having one end integrally secured to said top wall, and 
said top and front wall having an aperture corresponding 
with the size and shape of each ?ap. 

5. A container in accordance with claim 4 including a 
partition wall, one edge of said partition wall being inte 
grally secured to an edge of one of said back wall por 
tions, said partition wall extending from said front wall 
to an edge of said other back wall portion. 
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