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The present invention relates to light ?xtures and par 
ticularly to means for detachably connecting the shades to 
the housing thereof. 
A common type of light ?xture has a housing attach 

able directly or indirectly to a wall or ceiling and hav 
ing a month which receives an annular shoulder of the 
shade. The mouth has a series of members threaded 
therethrough so that each may be advanced to extend 
under the shoulder or withdrawn. While many such ?x— 
tures are in use, the use of such threaded members, as 
the means detachably connecting the shades to the hous~ 
ings, is open to substantial objections. Such objections 
are due to the dif?culty of holding such shades as large 
bowls against a ceiling-anchored housing with one hand 
while turning the threaded members, one after the other, 
into holding position with the other, the difficulty of 
turning the members when their threads are fouled, the 
difficulty in telling whether or not the members are all in 
holding position or in a position in which the shade is 
released except by trial and error, and the time required 
to attach or release a shade, even under favorable 
conditions. 
The general objective of the present invention is to 

provide a secure, resiliently maintained connection be 
tween the housing of a light ?xture and the shade that 
is inexpensive to manufacture and easy and positive in 
operation. 

In accordance with the invention, this objective is at 
tained by providing the mouth of the housing with a 
series of circumferentially spaced apertures and a resilient 
contracting ring, preferably in the form of a thin, wide 
band, which encircles the mouth and has a plurality of 
elements, each extending freely through an appropriate 
one of the apertures and under the shoulder of the shade 
with the ring ends overlapping and including portions 
engageable, between thumb and fore?nger, for example, 
to enable them to be drawn towards each other, thus to 
expand the ring and simultaneously withdraw all the 
elements positively from their shoulder engaging positions. 

In the accompanying drawings, there is shown an illusa 
trative embodiment of the invention from which these 
and other of its objectives, novel features, and advantages 
will be readily apparent. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a light ?xture in 

accordance with the invention, 
FIGURE 2 is a vertical section, on an increased scale, 

through the housing and the shouldered portion of the 
shade, 
FIGURE 3 is a section taken approximately along the 

indicated lines 3-—3 of FIGURE 2, 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary, perspective View of the 

mouth of the housing, and 
FIGURE 5 is a side elevation of the overlapping end 

portions of the resilient encircling band. 
The light ?xture shown in the drawings includes a 

housing 10 for the lamp socket 111 attachable directly to 
a ceiling and a shade in the form of a globe 12 covering 
the lamp 13. 
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The housing 18 may be of any type that has a mouth 

14» to receive within it the portion 15 of the globe provided 
with an outwardly disposed shoulder 16, shown in the 
drawings as established by an annular channel 17. 

In accordance with the invention, a relatively thin, 
wide band 18 encircles the mouth 14 With end portions 19 
and 2t} overlapping. The mouth 14 has a series of cir 
cumferentlally spaced and circumferentially extending 
slots 21 through each of which extends a headed member 
22 secured to the band 18 and extending inwardly there 
from. The band 18 is of resilient stock and is a contract 
ing ring thus to have its normal position that shown in 
FIGURE 2 and in full lines in FIGURE 3 in which the 
members 22. are positioned to underlie the shoulder 16 
and hold the globe l2 securely in place. 

In practice, the band end portions 19 and 2d are of 
reduced width, each being shown as approximately one 
half the width of the band. The end portions 19 and 20 
have outwardly disposed grips 19A and 20A, respectively, 
and each of these extends transversely of the end portion 
of which the other is a part. The grips 19A and 20A 
are engageable to be drawn together easily by the thumb 
and fore?nger of one hand thus to expand the band to so 
retract the members 22 as to disengage them from the 
shoulder in. The other hand is thus free to support the 
globe 12 so that its installation or removal may be effected 
with maximum ease and convenience and with assurance 
that the shade is either securely locked in place or com 
pletely freed from the housing. 

I claim: 
1. In a light ?xture of the type that is for use With a 

shade having an external annular attaching shoulder, a 
housing member having a mouth to receive said shoul 
der, said mouth having a series of circumferentially 
spaced apertures, and a resilient contracting ring biased 
inwardly and encircling said mouth with its ends over 
lapping, said ring including a plurality of elements ex 
tending freely through said apertures and under said 
shoulder, the ring ends including outwardly projecting 
portions for digital engagement in drawing said ends to 
wards each other to a predetermined extent to expand 
said ring, the expansion of said ring being such as to with 
draw said elements from under said shoulder Without 
withdrawing them through said apertures. 

2. In a light ?xture of the type that is for use with a 
shade having an external annular attaching shoulder, a 
housing member having a mouth to receive said shoulder, 
said mouth having a series of circumferentially spaced 
apertures, and a resilient contracting ring biased inwardly 
and encircling said mouth with its ends overlapping, said 
ring being in the form of a band and including a p1u— 
rality of elements extending freely inwardly through said 
apertures and including heads under said shoulder, the 
ring ends including outwardly projecting portions for 
digital engagement in drawing said ends towards each 
other to expand said ring, the expansion of said ring being 
limited by the engagement of said heads with said mouth 
but such as to withdraw said elements from under said 
shoulder. 

3. In a light ?xture of the type that is for use with a 
shade having an external annular attaching shoulder, a 
housing member having a mouth to receive said shoulder, 
said mouth having a series of circumferentially spaced 
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apertures, and a resilient contracting ring biased in— extent su?icient to withdraw said elements from under 
wardly and encircling said mouth with its ends over- said shoulder. I 
lapping, said ring being in the form of a band and includ 
ing a plurality of elements extending freely through said References Cimd by the Examiner 
apertures and under said shoulder, the ring ends being of 5 ' UNITED STATES PATENTS 
reduced Width, the combined Width of said ends being 
approximately the width of said band throughout the £52211‘: """""""" " 
remainder of its length, said ends including outwardly 
projecting portions for digital engagement in drawing NORTON ANSHER Primary Examiner 
said ends towards each other to expand said ring to aii 10 ’ ' 


