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This invention relates to a mailing piece and, more 
particularly, to an envelope structure which will pro 
vide for two-way communication and more particularly a 
structure in which end sealing is maintained at all times. 

In order for automation equipment to accommodate 
mailing pieces, it is necessary that the lead and trailing 
edges of the mailing pieces be maintained sealed. At the 
same time it is desirable to provide a single mailing piece 
which can be employed for communication from the ?rst 
party to a second party and further to accommodate the 
return communication. 
The present invention is particularly suitable for such 

use and provides an economic and yet wholly satisfactory 
manner of accomplishing this end. 
More particularly in accordance with the present in 

vention, there is provided a mailing piece which includes 
a rectangular blank adapted to be folded at each of a 
plurality of lateral fold lines which vdivide the blank into 
a plurality of panels of substantially equal con?guration. 
Adhesive means is provided along the opposite edges of 
all but one of the panels along marginal zones perpen 
dicular to the fold lines. Adhesive means is then pro 
vided on a second panel adjacent said one panel along 
edge zones adjacent to said marginal zones but extending 
inwardly thereof, the blank being perforated along the 
confronting boundaries of the adhesive zones. A third 
panel adjacent said second panel is provided with adhesive 
in a zone extending parallel to the fold line for closure 
thereof. 

For a more complete understanding of the present in 
vention and for further objects and advantages thereof, 
reference may now be had to the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 illustrates an envelope blank provided in 

accordance with the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 illustrates the blank of FIGURE 1 hav~ 

ing a ?rst fold to form a return envelope pocket; 
FIGURE 3 illustrates the blank of FIGURE 1 com 

pletely closed and sealed for a ?rst mailing; 
FIGURE 4 illustrates the envelope of FIGURE 3 

trimmed for return mail and open to receive a com 
munication therein; and 
FIGURE 5 illustrates the sealed return envelope. 
Referring to FIGURE 1, there is illustrated an elon 

gated, rectangular blank It) which is adapted to be folded 
transversely as along lines 11, 12 and 13. Lines 11, 12 
and 13 divide the blank 10 into four panels 11.4, 15, 16 
and 17. The blank 10 is perforated along lines 18a and 
19a to permit the marginal edges to be torn off. Ad 
hesive zones 13 and 19 are provided on each of panels 
1d, 15 and 16, extending along the marginal zones out 
side of the lines Ida and 1%, respectively. Inner adhes 
ive zones 26 and 2t are provided on panel 16 parallel to 
lines 18a and EM. A ?nal closure adhesive zone 22 is 
provided on the lower margin of panel 15 adjacent to 
the fold line 12. 
The panel thus devised is suitable for use as a dual 

mailing piece, namely, it is folded to form a ?rst mail 
ing piece from a ?rst party to a second party by ?rst 
completing an adhesive bond between the adhesive zones 
Zil and 21 of the marginal zones 18 ‘and 19 along the ex 
tent of the panel 16. This has been done in FIGURE 2, 
showing the panel 17 overlying panel 16. It will be 
noted that panel 17 is slightly shorter in length than panel 
16 so that the upper edge of panel 16 shows above the 
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edge of panel 17 and below the fold line 12. The panels 
16 and 17 are glued together over the length of panel 17 
in both of the zones A and B. 

Further, to prepare the piece for mailing from the ?rst 
party to the second party, the zones 15a, 15b on panel 
15 and zones 14a, 14b on panel 14 are adhesively se 
cured as the blank is folded ?rst along fold line 12 and 
then along fold line 11. The resulting envelope is illus 
trated in FIGURE 3. It will be noted that the perfo 
rated tear lines 18a and 19:: appear along the margin. 
When the envelope of FIGURE 3 is received by the 

second party, the envelope is opened by tearing along 
lines 18a and 19a. A suitable legend, such as “TO OPEN, 
TEAR OFF,” is applied with arrows leading to each of 
the perforated lines 18:: and 19a. After the envelope of 
FIGURE 3 is treated by tearing along lines 18a and 19a 
and along a perforated line 22a, the envelope as illus 
trated in FIGURE 4 is then ready for use by the second 
party for a return communication. It will be noted that 
the envelope remaining after tearing along lines 18a 
and 19a is sealed along the marginal zones by the ad 
hesive zones 29 and 21. Thus, the perforated lines 18a 
and 1% separate the material at a point midway of the 
sealed zones A and B of FIGURE 2. 
The second party may then place the communication 

in the envelope and fold the same along fold line 12;, 
actuating the adhesive in zone 22 so that a completely 
sealed envelope, such as shown in FIGURE 5, is ready 
for return. 

It will be noted that in all cases, in transit in both di 
rections, complete edge closure is maintained. The up 
per edge of the ?rst panel 14 has been shown as hav 
ing an adhesive zone Me. This zone, preferably of a 
readily openable adhesive, may be employed if desired. 
However, this provision may be eliminated. The edge of 
the panel 14 can be either sealed or freed, depending upon 
the desires of the party using the same. However, in 
contrast with this possibility, there is assurance that at 
all times the edges will be maintained sealed so that the 
mailing piece may be handled by automated equipment. 
Further, the conversion from ?rst use to second use is ac 
complished by simply tearing along lines 18a and 1%. 

It will be appreciated that a mailing piece may not re 
quire all of the four panels illustrated in FIGURE 1. 
However, four panels are often desired where a mes 
sage such as a request for a contribution or the like is 
to be conveyed to the second party. Where this is not 
necessary, the panel 14- may be omitted and part of panel 
15 may be omitted. Panel 15 may terminate at the line 
22a if it is desired to place a separate insert in the en— 
velope as dispatched by the ?rst party, If desired, addi 
tional panels may be extended from the upper end of 
panel I4- so that a message of ‘any desired volume may be 
conveyed. In such case, the adhesive zones 18 and 19 will 
extend along the mar?inal edges of all but the bottom 
panel 17. 
Having described the invention in connection with cer 

tain speci?c embodiments thereof, it is to be understood 
that further modi?cations may now suggest themselves 
to those skilled in the art and it is intended to cover 
such modi?cations as fall within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
l. Means for forming a multi-purpose mailing piece 

which is characterized by 
(a) a rectangular blank having parallel tear perfora 

tions extending ‘along lines adjacent to two opposed 
edges of said blank and further having fold lines 
transverse to said perforations at at least two sub~ 
stantially equally spaced points to provide ?rst and 
second face panels, 

(11) ?ap means secured to the second of said face 
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panels and including adhesive means extending there 
across along a line parallel to the edge of said sec 
ond facepanel opposite said ?rst face panel, 

(c) adhesive zones extending the length of said blank 
except for the ?rst face panel in the zone outside 

7 said perforations, and ' ' 

(d) adhesive zones extending parallel to said perfo 
rations inside said perforations extending the length 
of said second face panel. 

2. Means for forming a multi-purpose mailing piece 
which is characterized by 

> (a) a rectangular blank having parallel tear lines 
extending the length of said blank spaced inwardly 
of two opposed edges thereof and further having at 
least two fold lines transverse to said tear lines sub~ 
stantially equally spaced to delineate ?rst and second 
face panels, 

(b) a ?ap secured to the second of said face panels 
including a plurality of panels successively longer 

1O 

15 

3,184,150 
4 

than the length of the second of said face panels, 
said plurality of panels being perforated to form‘ 
extensions therealong of said tear lines on said blank 
and having adhesive means extending thereacross in 
a zone of limited width adjacent to the edge of said 
second face panel opposite said ?rst face panel, 

(0) adhesive zones extending the length of said blank 
except for the ?rst face panel in the zone outside 
said tear lines, and a a ' 

(d) adhesive zones of limited width extending ‘par 
allel and adjacent to said tear lines insides said tear 
lines extending the length of said second face panel. 
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