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3 Claims. (Cl. 206-47) 

Our invention pertains to the art of containers and, 
more particularly, contemplates a package which serves 
?rst as a merchandising and shipping container for a paint 
ing out?t and, subsequently, after sale to the consumer 
an element thereof serves as a paint tray. 
Our invention is especially designed to satisfy a need 

on the part of “do-it-yourself” home painters. Such per 
sons require the basic tools for a relatively modest job of 
painting the interior or exterior of a home together with 
a moderate amount of paint for a particular job, which 
might involve covering the walls of one or more rooms or 
possibly the outside of a small house. 
With this objective in mind, we have conceived of a 

housing which serves as a container for shipping and dis 
pensing an out?t consisting of the basic requisite painting 
tools together with a given quantity of paint housed in 
?at packages, said paint packages and painting accessories 
being all compactly arranged within said housing; a por 
tion of the aforesaid housing is so designed that it will 
serve as an inexpensive, self-supporting, disposable paint 
tray for use in the painting operation. 

Another object of our invention is to provide a new and 
improved paint dispensing tray which may be produced 
by folding and securing a blank of cardboard or like in 
expensive material, which tray will serve the additional 
function of housing a compact arrangement of paint and 
painting accessories for shipping and merchandising pur 
poses. 

Various other objects and advantages will become ap 
parent as the description proceeds. 

Referring now to the drawings forming a part of this 
speci?cation and illustrating a preferred embodiment of 
our invention, 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a complete package e1n~ 

bodying our invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the same 

package and contents thereof, without outside wrapper; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 

line 3—3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary top plan view, on an enlarged 

scale, of one end of a tray embodying our invention, 
seen from the plane along line 5—5 of FIG. 4, and 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of a blank from which the tray 

of FIGS. 3-5 is formed. 
Referring ?rst to FIGS. 3-6, inclusive, these ?gures il 

lustrate an improved paint-dispensing tray designed espe 
cially for use in connection with a paint roller, said tray, 
indicated generally by the numeral 16, having a generally 
rectangular bottom wall 12 designed to slope downwardly 
from a shallow end wall 15 to a relatively deep end Wall 
16. As seen in FIG. 6, the entire tray is preferably formed 
from an integral sheet of relatively stiff and foldable 
material which will have suf?cient strength to support a 
body of liquid paint and which will be substantially im 
pervious to the soaking through of the paint medium or 
carrier, whether it be oil or water, as the case might be. 
Preferably, because of its cheapness and because it satis 
?es the other requirements necessary for such an article, 
we employ a relatively stiff grade of chipboard or card 
board or like cellulosic material containing appropriate 
binder. 
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It will be noted from FIG. 6 that the end walls 15 and 

16 are joined integrally to bottom wall 12, with scored 
straight lines 17, 17' therebetween to facilitate convenient 
folding along said lines. ' 

Extending beyond end walls 15 and 16 are rectangular 
end ?aps 19, 19’ of substantially equal depth, with double 
lines of scoring 20, 20’ between said end ?aps and the 
adjacent end walls 15 and 16, in order to facilitate the 
reverse bend seen in FIG. 3. Flaps 19, 19' are designed 
to support the tray on a table or other level surface, as 
seen in FIG. 3. I 

Also integral with bottom wall 12 and extending lat 
erally therefrom are side walls 22, 22', with scoring lines 
23, 23’ between the bottom wall and said side walls. Said 
side walls 22, 22’ are roughly triangular in shape in order 
to conform to the difference in depth of the tray between 
the shallow end 15 and deep end 16. Adjacent and ex 
tending laterally from each of the side walls is a side 
?ap 25, 25’, a double row of scoring 26, 26’ being disposed 
between the side walls and said side ?aps, as clearly seen 
in FIG. 6, in order to permit the reverse bend seen in 
FIG. 4, said side ?aps serving along with the end flaps 
19, 19' to support the tray on a flat surface as seen in 
FIG. 4. 

Integral with the side strips 25 and 25' and extending 
longitudinally therebeyond are securing ?aps 28a, 28b, 
28c and 28d, scoring lines 3%, 30b, 30c and 30d being 
provided between said flaps and side strips 25, 25' to 
facilitate folding. 
Formation of tray 10 from the blank or pattern seen in 

FIG. 6 will be obvious. End walls 15 and 16 and side 
walls 22, 22’ will be bent upwardly out of the plane of 
bottom wall 12 while end ?aps 19, 19’ and side ?aps 25, 
25’ will be reversely bent downwardly along the appro_ 
priate scoring lines. The securing ?aps 28a, 28b, 28c and 
28d will then be bent inwardly along their appropriate 
scoring lines and secured to the inside surface of the ad 
jacent end flaps 19, 19’ either by adhesive or preferably 
by staples 32. Obviously, securing flaps might be lateral 
projections of end flaps 19, 19' if desired in lieu of ex 
tensions of the side ?aps. 
The tray 10, as described above, will be quite rugged 

and self-supporting and will serve as a shipping container 
or housing for all of the other essential tools and acces 
sories required for a modest house painting job. Accord 
ingly, we contemplate that within said tray, at the factory, 
will be packed such items as are shown in exploded 
perspective in FIG. 2 and comprising the following, viz: 
a paint roller 35, of such size as to be adapted to cover 
e?iciently fairly large wall areas; a brush 37 of suitable 
size for covering trim such as molding, sash, etc.; a drop 
cloth 39, preferably formed of a suitable ?exible and light 
weight plastic sheeting or the like, and a plurality of con 
tainers 42 of liquid paint. Said containers 42 are prefer 
ably formed of ?exible sheeting of su?icient strength to 
house safely a quantity of liquid paint in convenient quan 
tity for home use, say a pint or a quart in quantity, said 
containers being preferably rectangular and, of course, 
sealed on all edges; such containers may be formed of 
?exible plastic sheeting of fairly heavy grade, and prefer 
ably transparent, so that the color will show through, but 
might be of a fairly ‘heavy metal foil. In any case, the 
containers 42 will be sealed on all edges and will lie 
relatively ?at, so that they may be packed in a minimum 
of space, superimposed on each other within tray 16. 

It will be understood that all of the items seem in PEG. 2 
below tray 1% will be nested within said tray to form a 
relatively compact mass. When the tray has been so 
packed, it will he slid into a sleeve 45 which snugly 
receives said tray. 
The combination of the tray 1% and its contents and 

sleeve 45 will then preferably be wrapped in a sheet of 



3,184,050 
3 . 

wrapping paper appropriately labeled todescribe the con- ' 
tents and also of su?icient strength [to retain the tray 
against accidental displacement from the sleeve, providing 
a ?nished wrapped package 48, as seen in FIG. 1, ready 
for distribution to the ultimate consumer. ' 

Although, for purposes of economy, we prefer to use 
a tray formed from a blank as seen in FIG. 6, it is possible 
to employ in the combination of FIG. 2 a different kind 
of tray, such as one of stamped sheet aluminum, etc. 

It will be readily apparent that when the consumer is 
ready to start a painting operation, it will only be neces 
sary to open the package 48, remove the packed tray from 
sleeve 45, remove the tray contents from the tray and 
empty the contents of one of the ‘bags 42 into the tray, 
place the drop clot-h 39 in position and then go to Work. 

Various changes coming within the spirit of our inven 
tion may suggest themselves to those skilled in the art; 
hence, we do not wish to be limited to the speci?c embodi 
ments shown and described or uses mentioned, but intend 
the same to be merely exemplary, the scope of our inven 
tion being limited only by the appended claims. 

Obviously, the word “paint,” as used herein, will in 
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clude not only any liquid coating material but also any ' 
liquid susceptible of packaging in the manner herein dis 
closed. 
We claim: . 

1. A combined paint package comprising a preformed 
container formed from a unitary'blank of relatively sti? 
sheet material adapted to encompass the top, bottom and 
bottom and ‘opposed external rectangular side walls and 
end walls of uniform ‘height, a plurality of painting in 
strumentalities disposed in said tray for ultimate consumer 
useincluding a paint applying tool and at least. one rela 
tively ?at packet consisting of a paint impervious recep 
tacle andv a quantity of liquid paint sealed therein, said 
packet being, disposed in a plane substantially parallel to 
the bottom of said tray, an open-ended sleeve wrapper of 
rectangular cross-section and formed of relatively stiff 
sheet material adapted .to encompass the top, bottomjand 
sides of said container with the contents therein, said 
container when removed from said wrapper adapted to 
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serve as a tray for the paint in the course of use thereof. ' 

4 
2. A combined paint package as set forth in claim 1 

wherein the paint applying tool is a roller applicator, the 
‘paint-impervious reecptacle is formed of transparent plas 
tic sheeting, and the painting instrumentalities include a 
drop cloth of plastic sheeting. ' _ 

3. A blank for forming a tray, said blank consisting 
of an integral sheet of relatively stitifoldable material 
having ' a 

(a) V a rectangular bottom wall, . 
(b) a pair of end Walls projecting longitudinally from 

the ends of said bottom wall and separated there 
from by scored lines, one end Wall being relatively 
deep and the other relatively shallow, 

(c) a pair of end ?aps projecting longitudinally from 
said end walls and separated therefrom by scored 
lines, said end ?aps being of substantially equal width 
so that, when said end walls are bent up to provide 
upstanding tray ends and the end ?aps are bent down 
.to provide end legs, the bottom wall will be supported 
in a gently sloping plane, 

(0.’) side walls projecting laterally from the bottom 
wall and each separated therefrom by a scored line, 
said side walls being roughly trapezoidal to conform 
to said sloping bottom Wall in the ?nished tray, 

(e) [side ?aps of substantially equal width projecting 
laterally from each side wall and separated therefrom 
by scored lines, to serve as side legs when bent down, 
and r ' 

(f) securing ?aps extending from the opposite ends of 
. each side flap and adapted to be bent transversely 
from the planes of said side ?aps for insertion be 
tween the superposed ends of the end wall and end 
?ap adjacent thereto and adapted to be fastened 
thereat. ' 
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