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This invention relates to a novel skimming toy for use 
on soft snow or in Water. 
The primary object of the invention is the provision of 

a highly diverting and amusing buoyant toy of the kind 
indicated, which affords opportunity to one or more par 
ticipants to develop skill and accuracy in skimming the 
toy for distance, to reach a target, or to execute other 
maneuvers in order to gain points, or merely for exercise. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
simple, safe, and inexpensive but rugged toy of the char 
acter indicated above which can'be made in attractively 
colored and shaped forms, entirely or mainly, from plas 
tic materials. 

Other important objects and advantageous features of 
the invention will be apparent from the following de 
scription and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for 
purposes of illustration only, speci?c forms of the inven 
tion are set forth in detail. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a toy of the present 

invention, in the form of a snake; 
FIGURE 2 is a contracted longitudinal section taken 

on the line 2—-2 of FIGURE ,1, showing, in phantom 
lines, a removable weight inserted; and 
FIGURE 3 is an exploded perspective view of the 

components of the toy. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein like nu 

merals designate like parts throughout the several views, 
the illustrated toy comprises an elongated straight tubu 
lar body 19 having a bore 12 and forward and rear ends 
14 and 16, into which are plug ?tted, a snake head 18, 
and a snake tail 20, respectively. 
The snake head 18 is preferably solid and comprises 

a relatively ?at forward head portion 22, of maximum 
cross section, a reduced diameter intermediate neck por 
tion 24, ‘into which the head portion merges, and a rear 
wardly flaring rear portion 26, which terminates in a re 
duced diameter axial cylindrical plug 28, adapted to be 
removably and frictionally secured in the forward end 
14 of the body 10. ,_ 
The tail 20 comprises an elongated cylindrical cross 

section and rearwardly tapering solid body 30, having a 
blunt, rounded rear end 32, and having, on its forward 
end, an axial reduced diameter cylindrical plug 34, which 
is adapted to be removably and frictionally secured in the 
rear end 16 of the bodyylt). The blunting of the rear 
end of the snake tail 20 and the blunt contour of the 
snake head 18, render the toy relatively harmless when 
accidentally'impelled against a person. 
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For water skimming, the foregoing components of the , 
toy constitute the toy, but for snow skimming, a weight, 
generally designated 36 is added. The weight 36 com 
prises an elongated body 38, here shown as being cylin 

‘ drical in form, but which can be regular polygonal in 
cross section, which is shorter than the distance between 
the facing ends of the plugs‘z? and 34, and which is in_ 
serted into the body It), with either the snake head 18 
or thesnake tail 20 removed, with a relatively close ?t. 
The Weight body 38’has ?xed to its forward end, an 
elongated, axial,‘ relatively small diameter rod 40, which, 

60 

as shown in phantom lines in FIGURE 2, has a forward 7 ' 
end 42 which abuts the snake head plug 28, with the rear 
end 44 of the weight body 38 abutting the snake tail 
plug 34, so that the weight 36 is held against rattling and 
movingendwise within the body. The weight body 38 
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and the rod 40 can be of any suitable, preferably solid 
material, such as plastic or wood. 
The resultant location of the weight body 38 rear 

wardly of the center of gravity and the midlength point 
of the toy overbalances the toy rearwardly for snow 
‘skimming. In snow skimming, the user of the toy, try 
mg for distance or trying to strike a designated target, 
pushes the toy away from the user, in the desired direc 
tion, so that the toy skims over the snow in a forwardly 
inclined position, due to its being overbalanced rear 
Wardly, with the result that a track or rut is formed in 
the snow. The toy is then retrieved, and placed in this 
track, at the same starting point, and propelled away 
from the user, so that the toy, having the bene?t of the 
track or rut, travels farther than the length of the original 
rut or track and in so doing forms a prolongation of the 
original rut or track. These operations are repeated, 
from the original starting point as often as desired, or 
required by stipulation between participating players, the 
winner being the player obtaining the greatest distance, 
or the player reaching closest to or striking a designated 
target. 

In water skimming, the weight 36 having been removed 
from the body 10, the user of the toy pushes the toy, 
either underhand or side-arm, over the surface of the 
water, either for distance or toward a designated target, 
while standing at the edge of the water or in shallow 
water, as in the shallow end of a swimming pool. The 
toy can also be caused to move along into and out of the 
water in a bobbing motion, by impelling the toy into the 
water at a downward and forward angle. For Water 
surface skimming, the user grasps the toy at a point about 
one-third of the distance from its head, and impels the 
toy along the surface of the water with an underhand 
thrust. 
While there have been shown and described preferred 

forms of the invention, it is to be understood that the in 
vention is not necessarily con?ned thereto, and that any 
change or changes in the structure of and in the relative 
arrangements of components thereof are contemplated as 
being within the scope of the invention as de?ned by the 
claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: - 
l. A skimming toy comprising an elongated body hav 

ing rear and forward ends, an axially elongated head 
?xed on the forward end of the body, said head being 
at least as wide as the body, said head having a ?at 
undersurface which is angled upwardly and forwardly 
relative to the underside of the body, a tail closing the 
rear end of the body, said tail being a tapering solid body 
and having a rounded blunt rear' end and having a for 
ward end terminating in a cylindrical plug ?tting into the 
rear end of the body, and a weight removably contained 
in said body and bearing against said plug and said head. 

2. A skimming toy comprising an elongated body hav 
ing rear and forward ends, an axially-elongated head 
?xed on the forward end of the body, said head being at 
least as wide as the body, said head having a ?at under 
surface which is angled upwardly and forwardly rela 
tive to the underside of the body, said body containing a 
weight, at a location intermediate its ends, ‘and rearward 
ly of the center-of-gravity of the body, said body being 
tubular, means closing the rear end of the body, said 
head having a rear end exposed within the forward end of 
the body, eitherrsaid means or said head being removable, 
and said weight comprising an elongated body slidably 
?tting the interior of the body, said weight body being 
engaged at its rear end with said means and at its forward 
end with the rear end of the head. 

3. A skimming toy comprising an elongatedrbody have 
ll'lg rear. and forward ends, an axially-elongated head 

' ‘ ?xed‘, on,the forward end of the body, said head being 
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