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This invention relates to furniture, and more particu 
larly to a double ended expandable book rack for ad 
justably receiving a plurality of books on both sides of a 
central vertical block mounted on a ?at base plate. 
One object of the present invention is to provide a 

book rack of the above nature which will be simple in 
construction, inexpensive to manufacture, easy to assemble 
and manipulate, compact, ornamental in appearance, and 
very e?icient and durable in use. 

With these and other objects in view, there has been 
illustrated on the accompanying drawings, one form in 
which the invention may conveniently be embodied in 
practice. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 represents a side view of the improved double 

ended book rack. 
FIG. -2 is a top plan view of the same. 
FIG. 3 is an end view of the same. 
FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the same. 
FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional View of the same, taken 

along the line 5-5 of 1316.4. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on a larger 

scale, taken along the line 6—5 of ‘FIG. 4. 
FIG. 7 is a side view of the book rack, as it appears 

with a plurality of books held in both ends thereof and 
with the resilient metallic spiral coiled members in ex 
panded position. 

Referring now to the drawings, in which like reference 
numerals denote corresponding parts throughout the sev 
eral views, the numeral 10 indicates a central vertical block 
of rectangular construction, preferably constructed of 
wood, and having parallel top and bottom surfaces 11, 12, 
parallel side surfaces 13, 14 and parallel end surfaces 15, 
116. Provision is also made in the end surface 15 of a pair 
of vertically spaced parallel inclined pen and pencil metal 
lic sockets 17, 18. 

In order to resiliently hold a plurality of books B and 
B1 in the ends of the book rack, provision is made of a 
pair of elongated resilient hard tempered thin metal spiral 
ly coiled strips 19, 20 having flat central bases 20a, 21a. 
The widths of the strips 19, 20 diverge outwardly from the 
bases 20a, 21a and terminate in a pair of short radial ends 
22, 23, inside said coiled strips 19, 20. The inner ends of 
the bases ‘20a, 21a, are provided with upstanding vertical 
sections 24, '25 which are adapted to be detachably re 
ceived in abutted relation within a vertical slot 26 (FIG. 
6) located in the base 12 of the block, said slot being of 
suf?cient width to tightly receive both of the upstanding 

’ sections ‘24, .25. 
The top of the slot 26 is made arcuate in shape as indi 

cated by the numeral 27 (FIG. 5), and the ends of the 
upstanding sections [24, 25 are beveled at 24a, ‘25a in order 
to permit said sections 24, ‘215 to ?t within the arcuate 
recess 27 of the slot 26. 

Provision is also made of a longitudinal oval base plate 
28 of stiff tempered metal located in horizontal position 
underneath the bases 20a, 21a of the metallic coiled strips 
‘19, 20, said base plate '28 having parallel sides 29, 30 and 
semicircular end sections 31, 13,2. The base plate 28 is 
secured to the block 10 by means of a plurality of wood 
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2 
screws ‘33, 34, ‘3'5, 36 passing through the bases 20a, 21a 
of the resilient coil strips 19, 20. 
The curved upper widest central portions of the coiled 

strips 19, 120 are adapted to engage the outer surfaces of 
the books 1B and :B, located within the rack, as clearly 
shown in ‘FIG. 7 of the drawing. The inner ends 22, 23 of 
the coiled strip holders 1-9, '20 have curved beveled tips 
37, 38 to avoid catching on exterior objects and to enhance 
the ornamental appearance of the book rack. 

In order to prevent injury to the furniture upon which 
the book rack is placed, provision is made underneath the 
oval base plate v28 of an oval felt strip 39 secured to said 
metal base plate, as by an adhesive. 

Operation 
In the operation of this invention, the books B, :B1 can 

be easily inserted vertically or horizontally into either or 
both sides of the book rack, after which said coiled strips 
19, v20 will exert resilient pressure inwardly upon said 
books for holding them securely in position. ‘ 
One advantage of the present invention is that the two 

book holding coiled strips 19, 20 will be securely attached 
to the central block ‘10 and oval base plate 28, and cannot 
slip out of position, as was the case with previous book 
ends which were not attached together. 

While the present invention is herein illustrated for hold 
ing books, it will be understoodthat it may also be em 
ployed for holding paper napkins, mail, pads, drawings, 
folders or other flat articles, within its general spirit and 
scope. 
While there has been disclosed in this speci?cation one 

form in which the invention may \be embodied, it is to be 
understood that this form is shown for the purpose of illus 
tration only, and that the invention is not limited to the 
specific disclosure, but may be modified and embodied in 
various other equivalent forms without departing from 
its spirit. ‘In short, the invention includes all the modi?ca 
tions and embodiments coming within the scope of the 
following claims. 

Having thus fully described the invention, what is 
claimed as new, and for which it is desired to secure 
Letters Patent is: 

1. In a book rack, a central vvertical block having an 
upstanding slot in its base, a pair of tempered metal resil 
ient coiled spiral strips located on the sides of said block, 
and having upturned inner extremities located in abutment 
with each other and ?tted into said slot, a horizontal base 
plate located under said block and said coiled strips, and 
screw means passing through said plate and said strips 
to secure said coiled strips to said block. 

2. The invention as de?ned in claim 1, in which the 
edges of said strips diverge outwardly from said block, 
and have inwardly extending radial tips located inside the 
extremities of said coiled strips. 

3. The invention as de?ned in claim 1, in which said slot 
has an arcuate top, and the upturned inner extremities of 
said strips have beveled edges to ?t within said arcuate 
slot. 
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