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My invention relates to shoulder braces, and more par 
ticularly to a shoulder brace that is provided with pull 
straps, that are so mounted and connected with the body 
portion, that pulling on the ends of the straps, located at 
the front of the body of the wearer, will tighten the entire 
brace against the body and pull back the shoulders of the 
wearer. 

My invention comprises a shoulder brace, that has a 
back engaging body portion of greater length than width, 
that has a plurality of elongated stiffening structures eX 
tending lengthwise thereof from adjacent the top end 
thereof to adjacent the bottom end thereof, said stiifening 
structures consisting of a central stiifening structure and 
side stilfening structures,- that converge downwardly toward 
the central stiffening structure, said body portion having 
the pull straps secured at the upper corners thereof and 
extending through Iloops at the lower end of the body por 
tion and thence forwardly to the front of the body of the 
wearer, said straps being so guided thatthey will have 
portions that extend from the body portion of the device 
around the shoulders, then to the lower end of the body 
portion, and thence forwardly around the :body of the 
wearer to the front of the wearer’s body. 
More specifically my invention comprises a pair of 

upwardly and divergently extending ñaps on the body 
portion at the upper corners thereof and straps, each of 
which has an end secured to one of the flaps, each of said 
straps extending between one of a pair of guide strips, that 
extend lengthwise of the body portion adjacent the lower 
corners thereof, and through a metal loop that is mounted 
so as to extend at an oblique angle, the pair of loops thus 
provided extending in upwardly converging transversely 
spaced relation to each other near the mid-portion of the 
bottom of said body portion, and said straps extending 
from said lloops between said strips and the body portion 
to the front of the body of the wearer, where the ends 
thereof are adjustably secured together. 

It is a further purpose of rny invention to provide a 
shoulder brace of the above mentioned character, that is 
provided with a body portion that has a body engaging 
facing of ventilated cushioning material and that is pro 
Ivided with straps such as above referred to, each of which 
has a body portion engaging facing of ventilated cushion 
ing material on a portion thereof that is near but spaced 
from the secured end thereof, so that the portions of said 
straps having the facing will be in engagement with the 
forward sides of the shoulders and chest of the wearer. 

It is another purpose of my invention to provide means 
for mounting the metal loops, through which the straps 
extend, so that said loops will extend at oblique angles to 
each other in upwardly converging relationship near the 
middle of the lower portion of the lbody portion of the 
device, comprising tabs that are made of a length of web 
bing secured centrally to the central stiifening structure 
and having obliquely downwardly extending end portions 
that are secured at their ends to said central stiffening 
structure and which tabs extend through the metal loops. 

`Other objects and advantages of my invention will ap 
pear as the description of the drawings proceeds. I desire 
to have it understood, however, that I do not intend to 
limit myself to the particular details shown or described, 
except as defined by the claims. 

In the drawings: Y 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my improved shoulder 

brace, showing the same on the body of a wearer. 
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FIG. ̀2 is a rear face view thereof. 
FIG. ‘I3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 33 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a similar view taken on the line ‘4_4 of ‘F IG. 2, 

and 
FIG. 5 is a similar -view taken on the line '5_5 of 'F IG. 2. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, in FIGS. 1 and 2 

a shoulder brace made in accordance with my invention 
is shown, which has a body portion 6, which is of greater 
length than width and which has a pair of upwardly and 
divergently extending flaps 7 at the upper corners thereof, 
the upper edge portion of said body portion being con 
cavely curved as shown at 8. The :bottom edge of the 
body portion is slightly convexly curved, as shown at 9, 
and the sides are slightly inwardly concavely curved as 
shown at 10 and said sides are joined with the lower ends 
of the body portion by means of convexly curved portions 
11. A binding 12 is secured by means of stitching `13 to 
the body portion around the entire periphery thereof. Said 
body portion is made up of a ply of fabric 14, to which 
the binding 12 secures an inner facing 15 of ventilated 
cushioning material, which is provided with a large num 
ber of vent openings 16 therein that extend entirely there 
through. ‘Said cushioning material is preferably made of 
foam rubber and is provided with a fabric cover ply 17 on 
the inner face thereof through which the openings y16 
extend. 

‘Said body portion 6 is provided with suitable stiffening 
formations comprising pairs of ñexible stays 1S, which are 
mounted in pockets provided between the strong fabric 
strip 19 and the fabric body ply 14 by stitching the strong 
fabric strip 20 to the body fabric 14 by means of trans 
versely spaced longitudinally extending rows of stitches 21, 
«2.2 and 23. As will be obvious from FIGS. 1 and v2, the 
stiffening structures extend lengthwise of the body portion 
of the shoulder brace and comprise a central longitudinally 
extending stiffening structure 24 and a pair of side stiffen 
ing structures 25, each of which are of the same construc 
tion. =It will also be noted that the side stitfening structures 
Q5 converge downwardly so as to be quite close to the 
central stitfening structure v24» at their lower ends. 

Straps 26 are secured at their ends 27 by means of 
transverse rows of stitching 28 to both the fabric ply 14 
and the facing 15. Said straps are also provided with a 
facing 15', which is the samein construction as the fac 
ing , 15, and. which extends for a considerable distance 
along the portions of the straps 26 near the ends 27, but 
Vspaced from said ends Z7 so that said facing 15’ will en 
gage ̀ the forward sides of the shoulders and chest of the 
wearer when the brace is in the position shown in FIG. 
1. The straps 26 are made of strong substantially inex 
-tensible fabric material and one of said straps is provided 
at the free end thereof with a buckle29. 
The straps extend through a pair of metal loops 30 that 

are elongated, as will be obvious from FIG. t2, and suit 
able means is provided for mounting said loops so that 
the same will extend at an oblique angle to each other in 
upwardly converging relation to each other, as shown in 
FIG. 2. Said means comprises a pair of tabs, which are 
formed from a single piece of webbing, said webbing 
having a central portionV 31, which is secured tothe cen 
tral stitfening structure by means of the rows of stitches 
21, 22 and 23, the webbing being positioned under the 
strong fabric strip 20, as will be evident from FIG. 3. 
The webbing is turned back on itself as shown at 32 in 
FIG. 3, and the end portions 33 thereof are directed 
toward each other and extend obliquely downwardly, as 
will be obvious from FIG. 2, being also secured in posi 
tion by means of the rows of stitching 21 and 23, which 
secure said downwardly directed ends of said webbing 
to the central portion 31 thereof and to the strong fab 
ric strip 20. ‘ 
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Also mounted on the body por-tion 6 are strong fabric 
strips 34, said strips 34 being secured at their upper ends 
to the body portion by means of rows of stitching 35 
and at their low ends by means of the stitching 13 that 
secures the binding 12 in position. Said fabric strips are 
thus free of the body portion between the ends thereof 
and extend in slightly upwardly diverging relation to each 
other between the outer or side stiifening structures 25 
and the side edges 10 of the body portion at the lower 
corners thereof. 

In placing the shoulder brace in position for use on the 
body of the wearer, the body portion 6 of the shoulder 
brace is placed against the back, with the facing 15 next 
to the wearer’s back, the straps 26 are passed over the 
shoulders and under the arms, between the strips 34 and 
the body 6 of the brace through the loops 30, then again 
between the strips 34 and the body of the brace and for 
wardly to the front of the body of the wearer where the 
ends of the straps 26 are available for ready adjustment 
of the brace with respect to the wearer’s body by pulling 
on the ends of the straps 26, the end of the strap not 
provided with the buckle 29 being, of course, passed 
through the buckle 29 to make the desired adjustment. 
By exerting the proper amount of pull on the strap 26 at 
the front of the body of the wearer, the shoulders will 
be pulled back by the action of the straps 26 in conjunc 
tion with the body portion 6 of the brace. 
What I claim is: 
l. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 

of greater length than width having a plurality of elon 
gated stilfening structures extending longitudinally there 
of from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the bot 
tom end thereof and including a central stiffening struc 
ture, a pair of upwardly and divergently extending flaps 
on said body portion at the upper corners thereof, straps 
each having an end secured to and extending from one of 
said flaps, a pair of guide strips extending lengthwise of 
said body portion adjacent the lower corners thereof, 
said guide strips being secured to said body portion ad 
jacent their ends, a pair of metal loops through which 
said straps extend, means for mounting said loops to ex 
tend at an oblique angle in upwardly converging trans 
versely spaced relation to each other comprising tabs ex 
tending from said central stiffening structure, said straps 
each extending from the secured end thereof between a 
guide strip and said body portion and thence through one 
of said loops and back between said guide strip and said 
body portion, and means for detachably adjustably se 
curing the other ends of said straps to each other. 

2. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
of greater length than width having a plurality of elon 
gated stiffening structures extending longitudinally there 
of from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the bot 
tom end thereof and including a central stitfening struc 
ture, a pair `of upwardly and divergently extending ñaps 
on said body portion at the upper corners thereof, said 
body portion having a body engaging facing of ventilated 
cushioning material, straps each having an end secured 
to and extending from one of said flaps, said straps each 
having a body engaging facing of ventilated cushioning 
material on the portion thereof adjacent but spaced from 
the secured end thereof, a pair of guide strips extending 
lengthwise of said body portion adjacent the lower corners 
thereof, said guide strips being secured to said body por 
tion adjacent their ends, a pair of metal loops through 
which said straps extend, means for mounting said loops 
to extend at an oblique angle in upwardly converging 
transversely spaced relation to each other comprising tabs 
extending from said central stifr’ening structure, said straps 
each extending from the secured end thereof between a 
guide strip and said body portion and thence through one 
of said loops and back between said guide strip and said 
body portion, and means for detachably adjustably secur 
ing the other ends of said straps to each other. 

3. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
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4 
of greater length than width having a plurality of elon 
gated stilfening structures extending longitudinally there 
of from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the 
bottom end thereof and including a central stiifening struc 
ture and a pair of side stiffer-ling structures spaced from 
said central stitfening structure and converging down 
wardly toward the same, a pair of upwardly and diver 
gently extending flaps on said body portion at the upper 
corners thereof, straps each having an end secured to and 
extending from one of said ñaps, a pair of guide strips 
extending lengthwise of said body portion between said 
side stitfening structures and the side edges of said body 
portion adjacent the lower corners thereof, said guide 
strips being secured to said body portion adjacent their 
ends, a pair of metal loops through which said straps 
extend, means for mounting said loops to extend at an 
oblique angle in upwardly converging transversely spaced 
relation to each other comprising tabs extending from 
said central stiffening structure, said straps each extending 
from the secured end thereof between a guide strip and 
said body portion and thence through one of said loops 
and back between said guide strip and said body portion, 
and means for detachably adjustably securing the other 
ends of said straps to each other. 

4. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
of greater length than width having a plurality of elon 
gated stiftening structures extending longitudinally there 
of from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the 
bottom end thereof and including a central stiffening 
structure, a pair of upwardly and divergently extending 
ñaps on said body portion at the upper corners thereof, 
straps each having an end secured to and extending from 
one of said ñaps, a pair of guide strips extending length 
wise of said body portion adjacent the lower corners 
thereof, said guide strips being secured to said body por 
tion adjacent their ends, a pair of metal loops through 
which said straps extend, means for mounting said loops 
to extend at an oblique angle in upwardly converging 
transversely spaced relation to each other comprising tabs 
extending from said central stitfening structure, said tabs 
being formed of a length of webbing secured centrally to 
said central stitfening structure and having obliquely 
downwardly extending portions extending through said 
loops and secured at their extremities to said central 
stitfening structure, said straps each extending from the 
secured end thereof between a guide strip and said body 
portion and thence through one of said loops and back 
between said guide strip and said body portion, and means 
for detachably adjustably securing the other ends of said 
straps to each other. 

5. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
of greater length than width having a plurality of elon 
gated stilfening structures extending longitudinally there 
of from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the 
bottom end thereof and including a central stiffening 
structure, a pair of upwardly and divergently extending 
flaps on said body portion at the upper corners thereof, 
straps each having an end Secured to and extending from 
one of said flaps, said straps each having a body engaging 
facing of ventilated cushioning material on the portion 
thereof adjacent but spaced from the secured end thereof, 
a pair of guide strips extending lengthwise of said body 
portion adjacent the lower corners thereof, said guide 
strips being secured to said body portion adjacent their 
ends, a pair of metal loops through which said straps 
extend, means for mounting said loops to extend at an 
oblique angle in upwardly converging transversely spaced 
relation to each other comprising tabs extending from 
said central stiífening structure, said straps each extending 
from the secured end thereof between a guide strip and 
said body portion and thence through one of said loops 
and back between said guide strip and said body portion, 
said cushioning material on said straps terminating short 
of the portions thereof extending through said loops, and 
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means for detachably adjustably securing the other ends 
of said straps to each other. 

6. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion ofV 
greater length than width having a plurality of elongated 
stiifening structures extending longitudinally thereof from 
adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the bottom end 
thereof and including a central stilfening structure, said 
body portion having a concavely curved top end edge, 
a pair of obliquely upwardly extending ñaps at the upper 
corners of said body portion at opposite ends of said top 
end edge, said flaps diverging upwardly, straps each having 
an end secured to and extending from one of said flaps, 
a pair of guide strips extending lengthwise of said body 
portion adjacent the lower corners thereof, said guide 
strips being secured to said body portion adjacent their 
ends, a pair of metal loops through which said straps 
extend, means for mounting said loops to extend at an 
oblique angle in upwardly converging transversely spaced 
relation to each other comprising tabs extending from said 
central stiffening structure, said straps each extending 
from the secured end thereof between a guide strip and 
said body portion and thence through one of said loops 
and back between said guide strip and said body portion, 
and means for detachably adjustably securing the other 
ends of said straps to each other. 

7. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
of greater length than width having fabric strips secured 
to said body portion and extending longitudinally thereof, 
each of said strips being stitched to said body portion 
to form a pair of adjacent parallel pockets therefrom, 
a stay in each of said pockets to provide a plurality of 
elongated stilfening structures extending longitudinally 
thereof from adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the 
bottom end thereof and including a central stiffening 
structure, a pair of upwardly and divergently extending 
ñaps on said body portion at the upper corners thereof, 
straps each having an end secured to and extending from 
one of said flaps, a pair of guide strips extending length 
wise of said body portion adjacent the lower corners 
thereof, said guide strips being secured to said body 
portion adjacent their ends, a pair of metal loops through 
which said straps extend, means for mounting said loops 
to extend at an oblique angle in upwardly converging 
transversely spaced relation to each other comprising tabs 
extending from said central stiffening structure, said straps 
each extending from the secured end thereof between a 
guide strip and said body portion and thence through one 
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of said loops and back between said guide strip and said 
body portion, and means for detachably adjustably secur 
ing the other ends of said straps to each other. 

8. In a shoulder brace, a back engaging body portion 
of greater length than width having fabric strips secured 
to said body portion and extending longitudinally thereof, 
each of said strips being stitched to said body portion to 
form a pair of adjacent parallel pockets therefrom, a stay 
in each of said pockets to provide a plurality of elongated 
stiffening structures extending longitudinally thereof from 
adjacent the top end thereof to adjacent the bottom end 
thereof and including a central stiifening structure, a pair 
of upwardly and divergently extending flaps on said body 
portion at the upper corners thereof, straps each having 
an end secured to and extending from one of said flaps, 
a pair of guide strips extending lengthwise of said body 
portion adjacent the lower corners thereof, said guide strips 
being secured to said body portion adjacent their ends, a 
pair of metal loops through which said straps extend, 
means for mounting said loops to extend at an oblique 
angle in upwardly converging transversely spaced relation 
to each other comprising tabs extending from said central 
stilfening structure, said tabs being formed of a length of 
webbing secured centrally to said central stiiîening struc 
ture between said body portion and the fabric strip of said 
stiifening structure and having obliquely downwardly 
extending portions extending through said loops and 
secured at their extremities to said central stiifening struc 
ture between said body portion and the fabric strip of said 
stirfening structure, said straps each extending from the 
secured end thereof between a guide strip and said body 
portion and thence through one of said loops and back 
between said guide strip and said body portion, and means 
for detachably adjustably securing the other ends of said 
straps to each other. 
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