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The present invention relates to improvements in clus 
ter-type or stacked tables and the like, suitable for house 
hold or o?ice use. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a set of 
basically similar pedestal-type tables which, when not in 
use, may be arranged in a compact nested cluster, at 
least one of the tables of the set in such an arrangement 
being adapted to support a plant, an ash tray or any dec0— 
rative or like object, thus providing a handsome unit lend 
ing itself to an attractive appearance of the room. When 
in use, as individual cocktail tables or the like, they are 
separated from the set and disposed conveniently adja 
cent the user and, again, afford individually attractive 
pieces. Whether thus used, or used in cluster, the tables 
of the set have a highly attractive sculptural appearance, 
and can be ornamented in bright contrasting or blending 
colors to brighten up the decor as a whole. 

Structurally considered, it is an object of the invention 
to provide a table cluster setting for the purposes referred 
to, which is constituted by generally similar table compo 
nents of different heights, each table including a top panel 
and central supporting stem or pedestal. In accordance 
with the invention, the table panel is formed to provide 
radially inwardly extending slots or notches from equally 
spaced points about its perimeter; and the width of such 
slots is chosen only slightly in excess of the diameter or 
thickness of the supporting stem or pedestal. Thus, with 
the panels in laterally overlapped relation to one another 
in a descending order in accordance with the height of the 
table, the slots of the panels beneath the topmost of the 
set are ?tted to straddle the pedestal of panels thereabove. 

This enables the clustered set to be put in a very com 
pact arrangement, with the respective pedestals or stems 
in close side-to-side relation to one another. In the alter 
native, the tables, while still clustered, internested or 
stacked as desired, may be spread outwardly somewhat to 
expose from above a greater portion of the area of each 
table, and thus increase the ability of the set to‘ support 
objects when not in individual use of its components. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a clus 
tered table set made up of individually similar pedestal 
type table components, each of which includes an upper 
table panel as described, and a similar slotted base pedes 
tal. In accordance with the invention, the pedestals may 
have removable threaded engagement with the panel cen 
ters at opposite sides thereof, thus affording a table con 
struction which may be dismantled for compact packag 
ing in shipment or storage. 

In the alternative, the invention contemplates table 
components having slotted top panels as described, but 
in which the base support is afforded by radiating legs of 
one design or another. The connections of these legs to 
the respective pedestals are at different height, so as to 
prevent interference of the legs of one table with those 
of another when the set is compactly clustered. 

In any embodiment of the invention, it is an object to 
provide a clustered table set which, by reason of the 
intermeshed engagement of the slots of the respective 
tables with pedestals or stems of others, permits a shutter 
like action automatically bringing the table components 
to a desired cluster pattern by' simply manipulating the 
pedestals of two tables of the set, the intermeshed engage’ 
ment of pedestals and slots automatically bringing out 
a carruning adjustment. 

Generally, it is an object to provide a clustered table 
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set, and individual table components of such set, which 
are light in weight, simple in design, and capable of be 
ing manufactured at extremely low cost. This is possible 
because of the fact that all table panels are identical in 
their slotted contour, hence may be stamped by a single 
die. The stock of the pedestal or stem is also standard, 
and threading formation for assembly of the parts is also 
done very inexpensively. 
The simplicity of the design makes it possible to pro 

duce the units in an extremely wide variety of interesting 
and attractive designs, which may also be ornamented in 
a large number of different ways. Regardless, however, 
of the design chosen, the cluster set is characterized uni 
formly by an attractive, ?oral petal-like appearance. Yet 
functionality is not impaired in so far as the object sup 
porting action of the tables is concerned, inasmuch as the 
width of the slotting thereof for the purposes of the in 
vention is not sufficiently great to bar the supporting effect 
of a continuous supporting plane. 
The foregoing as well as other objects will become more 

apparent as this description proceeds, especially when 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawing 
illustrating preferred embodiments of the invention, 
wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a three-table ‘set ar 

ranged in a clustered relationship; 
FIG. 2 is a horizontal sectional view along line 2-4 

of FIG. 4, showing the set of tables in a very compact 
nested grouping; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view showing the tables in a more 
widespread cluster design; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the cluster; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary enlarged scale view illustrating 

a proposed threaded connection of panel and pedestal 
table components; 
FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of a table panel or plane 

of one of the components of a cluster; 
FIG. 7 is a similar plan vieW of another design of 

panel component; 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational view showing a modi?ed 

type of cluster set, in which the tables have spread sup 
porting legs, as distinguished from the design of FIGS. 1 
through 4; and 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary perspective View illustrating 
still another modi?ed design of leg type stem or pedestal. 

Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1 through 6, there is shown a 
cluster of three tables 10, 11 and 12 of increasing heights 
in the order mentioned. In other dimensional respects 
the tables are identical, and a set may be constituted by 
a number greater than two or three. The latter has been 
chosen for the purpose or" illustration, and because it 
makes possible a shutter-like action as the tables 10, 11 
and 12 are varied in regard to the closeness of their spac 
ing, as appears in FIGS. 2 and 3. It is seen that an at 
tractive ?oral petal-like visual effect may be had, the 
tables automatically positioning themselves relative to 
one another by reason of structural features to be 
described. , 

In the interest of simplicity, and because as indicated 
above the component tables differ from one another only 
in height, structural features of only one thereof, i.e., 
the lowest table 10, will be described, on the understand 
ing that corresponding structural features of the inter 
mediate table 11 will be designated by corresponding 
reference numerals, primed; while corresponding features 

' of the highest table 12 will be designated by correspond 
ing reference numerals double primed. 
The table 16 comprises a ?at, top object supporting 

panel or plane 14, an identical bottom or base panel or 
plane 15 and an upright central pedestal or stem 16. 
In the interest of simplicity and low cost of production, 
the panel components .14, 15 are identical, being capable 
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of being formed by a single die, just as are those of the 
tables 11, 12, using the same die. Likewise, the pedestal 
16 may be of a desired length of standard rod or tube 
stock. Moreover, for a simple connection of panels to 
pedestal, it is contemplated that the pedestal 16 shall be 
provided with threads 17 at opposite axial ends thereof, 
for releasable engagement in tapped openings 18 of the 
top and bottom panels or planes 14, 15, respectively. 
This permits compact packaging of the table parts for 
shipment and/ or storage. 

In accordance with the design of FIGS. 1 through 6, 
the panel elements 14, 15 are generally circular. How 
ever, FIG. 7 shows an alternative design in an octagonal 
outline. Other contours of more or less intricate shape 
are of course possible. However, regardless of this vari 
able, in any embodiment the panels 14, 15 exhibit radial 
ly inwardly convergent slots or notches 20 on diameters 
of the panel, these slots extending equidistantly from 
openings through the periphery of the panels 14, 15. 
The width of the slots 20 is only slightly in excess of the 
diameter or thickness of the stem or pedestal 16, and they 
are equidistantly spaced from one another in the angular 
sense about the center connection of panel and stem. 
The tables 10, 11 and 12 are arranged, when clustered, 

in a manner which will permit this nesting without inter 
ference. That is, the base panel or plane 15 of the lowest 
table 10 rests on the ?oor F (FIG. 4). The base panel 
15" of the tallest table 12 is placed upon base element 15. 
The third table 11 of intermediate height is then placed in 
position with a pair of the slots 20' of its base panel or 
plane 15' straddling the stems 16 and 16" of tables 10 
and 12, respectively, the base panel 15’ resting upon the 
panel 15", just as the latter rests upon the lowermost 
panel 15. 

With the tables 10, 11 and 12 then disposed in this 
partially overlapped or interleaved relation to one an 
other, inward pressure exerted on the stems 16, 16" of 
the shortest and tallest tables 10, 12, respectively, will 
cause the table set to be brought to the compactly clus 
tered outline appearing in FIG. 2, the straddling of slots 
and stems automatically occasioning the action. A re 
versal of the force results in the more Widespread over 
lapped petal effect of FIG. 3, by a reversed cam action. 

It is evident that, in cluster, the set of tables may be 
used as an ornamental support for objects, such as ash 
trays, planters, a lamp or the like. When separated the 
tables may be employed as in the usual fashion of individ 
ual cocktail tables, or for any other convenient purpose. 
While differing in height, they are eminently practical for 
these purposes. 
FIG. 7 illustrates an optional alternative design of table 

panel, here specially designated 22, but similar in all 
other respects than its octagonal outline to the table 10. 
Accordingly, corresponding reference numerals have been 
utilized to show corresponding parts. 

While the design of FIGS. 1 through 6 affords a very 
attractive type of table characterized by identical top and 
bottom panels or planes, it is contemplated that other 
types of base support may be employed, so long as the 
top table panels permit the internested stem and slot 
grouping of the tables as described above. Thus, FIG. 
8 shows an arrangement of three tables 24, 25 and 26 
of progressively diminishing height; and the pedestals or 
stems 27 of these are provided with tripod-type legs 28. 
These are of different height above the ?oor F to permit 
nesting or clustering without interference. 
FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative base arrangement, in 

cluding stems 2?, 3t) and 31 ?tted with leg-type bases 32, 
33 and 34, respectively, which are of diminishing height 
in that order. In each case, the legs 32, 33 and 34 in 
clude horizontal, radially extending portions 35 and 
downturned feet 36 on each, the difference in height 
being the result of a proportioning of the feet 35 as 
to length. 

It is to be understood that in the embodiments of FIGS. 
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4 
8 and 9 the use of leg-type bases of different heights will. 
enable the table top panels to be brought to the desired 
different elevations, using stern components of the same. 
Moreover, While the various embodiments herein shown 
feature a central connection of the supporting stem to 
the top panel or plane, which is also shown as being of 
a symmetrical outline, it may be found desirable, for 
aesthetic or functional reasons to vary the construction 
in either or both of these particulars. 
The individual tables are light in weight and readily 

shifted about a living or of?ce space as desired; and they 
may be constructed of any relatively inexpensive mate 
rial, for example, molded plastic paneling, compressed 
‘material such as masonite, attractively plated metal, and 
the like. The top and/or base panels may be ?nish 
sprayed or other wise ?nished or coated in any desired 
manner. Regardless of speci?c design, any arrangement 
of the clustered table sets gives a natural ?oral effect 
which is very attractive, indeed. 

Since pedestal-type tables having means to adjust the 
stern thereof as to height are known to the art, it is to 
be understood that the present invention contemplates 
the use of such means for the purpose of providing dif 
ferent table heights in the herein intended cluster table 
set. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A cluster table set comprising a plurality of gen 

erally similar tables each having a table panel member 
and an upright supporting stem member, said stem mem 
bers being connected to the respective panel members to 
support the latter at different elevations, at least some 
of said panel members having an inwardly extending 
slot proportioned in width for horizontal straddling en 
gagement with the stem member of another table, there 
by enabling an adjustable, laterally overlapped and clus 
tered positioning of the tables, with their stem and panel 
embers thus engaged, upon relative movement of said 

stem members in said slots. 
2. A cluster table set comprising a plurality of gener 

ally similar tables each having a table panel member 
and an upright supporting stern member, said stem mem 
bers being connected substantially centrally to the re 
spective panel members to support the latter at different 
elevations, at least some of said panel members having 
an inwardly extending slot opening outwardly of the 
perimeter thereof and proportioned in width for horizon— 
tal and removable straddling engagement with the stem 
member of another table, thereby enabling an adjustable, 
laterally overlapped and clustered positioning of the 
tables, with their stem and panel members thus engaged, 
upon relative movement of said stem members in said 
slots, and a release of said tables from said clustered 
relation for individual use. 

3. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, and 
further comprising generally similar, stable supporting 
base structures on the bottoms of the respective stern 
members, which structures are interclustered to permit 
said clustered positioning of tables. 

4. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, 
and further comprising generally similar, stable support 
ing base structures on the bottoms of the respective stem 
members, which structures are interclustered to permit 
said clustered positioning of tables, said base structures 
comprising slotted base panel members similar to the 
respective table panel members, the base panel members 
being in vertically stacked engagement with one another, 
slots of those above the lowermost having said straddling 
engagement with stem members of tables whose base 
members are said lowermost and that of at least one 
above the lowermost. 

5. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, and 
further comprising generally similar, stable supporting 
base structures on the bottoms of the respective stem 
members, which structures are interclustered to permit 
said clusters positioning of tables, said base structures 
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comprising slotted base panel members similar to the 
respective table panel members, the base panel members 
being in vertically stacked engagement with one another, 
slots of those above the lowermost having said straddling 
engagement with stem members of tables whose base 
members are said lowermost and that of at least one above 
the lowermost, the stem members being of di?erent 
heights. ' 

6. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, and 
further comprising generally similar, stable supporting 
base structures on the bottoms of the respective stem 
members, which structures are interclustered to permit 
said clustered positioning of tables, said base structures 
comprising a set of radially outwardly extending ?oor 
engaging legs on each stem member. 

7. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, 
and further comprising generally similar, stable support 
ing base structures on the bottoms of the respective 
stem members, which structures are interclustered to 
permit said clustered positioning of tables, said base 
structures comprising a set of radially outwardly extend 
ing ?oor engaging legs on each stem member, the legs of 
the respective base sets being of diiterent heights. 

8. A cluster table set in accordance with claim 1, and 
further comprising generally similar, stable supporting 
base structures on the bottoms of the respective stem 
members, which structures are interclustered to permit 
said clustered positioning of tables, said baserstructures 
comprising a set of radially outwardly extending ?oor 
engaging legs on each stem member, the legs of the 
respective base sets being of different heights, the stern 
members being of substantially equal height. 

9. A table of the type described, comprising a table 
panel member, an upright supporting stem member con 
nected to said panel member to support the latter, said 
panel member having a plurality of radially inwardly 
extending, circumferentially spaced slots opening out 
wardly of the perimeter thereof and somewhat greater 
in width than the thickness of said stem member for 
straddling engagement with the stem member of another 
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similar table, and a stable supporting base structure on 
the bottom of said stem member, comprising a base 
panel member similar to said table panel member and 
having slots similar to those of the latter. 

10. A table of the type described, comprising a table 
panel member, an upright supporting stem member con 
nected substantially centrally to said panel member to 
support the latter, said panel member having a plurality 
of radially inwardly extending, circumferentially spaced 
slots opening outwardly of the perimeter thereof and 
somewhat greater in width than the thickness of said 
stern member for straddling engagement with the stem 
member of another similar table and a stable supporting 
base structure on the bottom of said stem member, com 
prising a base panel member similar to said table panel . 
member and having slots similar to those of the latter 
and similarly spaced about the perimeter of the base 
member. 
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