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This invention relates to a tennis training apparatus, 
which includes an adjustable ball returning surface and 
a net for catching the balls played which do not'strike the 
ball returning surface. ‘ 

In apparatus of this type when the balls are returned 
by the ball returning surface it is exceedingly dif?cult to 
perceive, more particularly when a player wants to practice 
his service, whether the ball has been played correctly. 

, This detracts ‘from the usability of the apparatus. 
It is an object of this invention to overcome this dis 

advantage by providing the ball returning surface with a 
horizontal strip that is adapted to be removed from said 
surface. The strip is mounted at a height corresponding to 
the height of the upperside of the net, so‘ that when the 
strip has been removed so as to leave a horizontal open— 
ing, balls which have been played correctly and which 
would have passed just over the net are not returned, but 
will pass through said opening to land behind said surface. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide means 
for indicating whether the ball has been correctly played 
‘so as to pass through the opening in the ball returning 
surface. > 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide 
means for catching and returning to the user of the ap 
paratus balls which have passed through the opening in 
the ball returning surface. 

Another object of the invention is to provide means 
for preventing the ball catching and returning means from 
throwing the balls back at the user of the apparatus over 
the top of or through the opening in the ball returning 
surface. 
By way of example, a speci?c embodiment of the 

apparatus according to the invention is shown in the ac 
companying drawings. In these drawings: 
FIGURE lis a front elevation of an embodiment of 

an apparatus according to the invention; and 
FIGURE 2 is a side view and partly a cross-sectional 

view taken on line II-II in FIGURE 1. 
The apparatusrests on two stands 1 thatare connected 

by a horizontal shaft 2 about which the’apparatus is 
rotatable. - By means of a slot and a co-operating clamping 
screw 3 the apparatus can be secured in any desired posi 
tion. ' 

The ball returning member is designated by the numeral 
4 and a removable strip designated by the numeral Sis 
held'against the back of the ball returning member 4 

- covering a horizontal opening 4:: therein; 7 Clamps Sa' 
. hold the removable strip 5 against theback of ball return 
ing member 4. a 
The ball catching and guiding device may be made 

from an appropriate material. As shown in FIGURES 1 
and 2 a net>10 is provided which 'is stretched between 
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supporting bars. It will be clear without further explana- . 
tion that balls that are caught by the netwill drop down 
after having lost their speed and will be led back towards I 

' the player by the curved shape of the'net. Since the balls 
which have passed through the opening in the ball re 
turning surface are thus automatically returned to ‘the. 
user of the apparatus rather than being held behind the 
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ball returning surface, any running about for fetching , 
the balls is obviated, and the training time can be fully 

" utilized; The numeral 11 designates a closure .means 
mounted for pivotal-movement and located at the lower 
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edge of the guide means. Said closure means may be in 
the form of a horizontal rigid steel strip or- in the form 
of a supple curtain. This closure means prevents balls 
from escaping between the lower edge of the ball catching 
device and the ground on which the training apparatus 
stands. The closure means is movable in order to enable 
it to be adjusted when the ball catching and returning net 
.170 is adjusted. The numeral 12 designates a ball stopping 
net provided above and behind the ball returning surface. 
Balls which are played very hard and sharp will thus 
not be thrown back by the net 10, but will strike the 
hanging net 12 and drop down behind the ball returning 
surface against the lower part of the net 10 and be re 
turned to the user of the apparatus. 
The wing members 13 are rotatably secured to the 

stand at’ 14. Said stand may be adjustable relative to the 
ground, it being possible to raise and lower it by means 
of set screws 15, if desired. This adjustment, in combina 
tionjwith the rotatability of the apparatus about the shaft 
2 enables the training conditions to be modi?ed by adjust 
ing both‘ the angle of the ball returning surface as well as 
the height of the opening therein. 
The construction shown is composed of small parts. 

This greatly facilitates the transporting of the apparatus. 
Moreover the majority of said parts are readily obtain 

able commercially, which reduces the manufacturing cost. 
I claim: 
1. A tennis training apparatus, comprising a ball re 

turning member having a ball returning surface thereon, 
adjustable mounting means on which said ball returning 
member is mounted for adjustably supporting said surface . 
in a given position, said ball returning member having a 
horizontally extending opening therethrough opening 
along the length of said ball returning surface, and a 
removable horizontal strip removably mounted securely 
against said ball returning member and covering said 
opening, a ball catching member positioned behind and 
secured to said ball returning member, said ball catching 
member opening toward the direction from which balls 
are intended to be driven against the ball returning surface 
and having a ball catching surface with a lower portion 
extending in the direction from which balls are intended 
to be driven against the ball returning surface, and a sepa 
rate ball stopping net positioned above and behind said 
ball returning member and hanging from said ball catch 
ing member with thelower edge thereof vbeing free 

2. A'tennis training apparatus, comprising a ball re 
turning member having a ball returning surface thereon, 
adjustable mounting means on which said ball returning 
member is mounted for adjustably supporting said surface 
in a given position, said ball returning member having 
_a horizontally extending opening therethrough opening’ 
along thelength of said ball returning surface, and a 
removable horizontal strip removably mounted securely 
against said ball returning member and covering said 
opening, a ball catching member positioned ‘behind’ said 
ball returning member, said ball catching member having 
a ball catching surface with'a lower portion extending in 
the direction from which balls are intended to be driven 
against the ball returning surfa'ce,»said ball catching mem 
ber being mounted on said adjustable mounting means, 

I said adjustable mounting means having a horizontal shaft 
extending through the center of gravity of said apparatus, 
and a supporting frame on which said horizontal shaft is 
rotatably mounted for permitting easy rotation of said 
apparatus on said supporting frame.v 

3. ‘A tennis training apparatus, comprising va'ball re 
turning member having a ball returning surface thereon, 
a ball catching member positioned behind and‘securved to 
said ball' returning member, said ball catching member 

. opening toward the direction from which balls. are in 
tended to be drivenagainst the ball returning surface and 
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having a ball catching surface with a lower portion ex 
tending in the direction from which balls are intended to 
be driven against the ball returning surface, and a separate 
ball stopping'net positionedeabove and behind. said ball 
returning member and hanging ,frornasaid bail catching 5 
member with the lower edge thereof being free. 
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