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This invention relates to a portable traveling case and 
more particularly to a portable traveling case adapted to be 
converted into either a lectern having a detachable display 
support means or a writing desk, having a portion thereof 
adapted to be detached therefrom and reassembled to 
provide a bookstand. 

In many professions and lines of business, a consider 
able amount of travel is required of persons including 
salesmen, lecturers, speakers and the like, in visiting and 
addressing or making presentations to various groups. 
Often, such groups are addressed at locations not suitably 
equipped for a speaker so that the speaker is confronted 
with the problem of hurriedly devising a temporary lec 
tern or display stand for himself. Normally, such tempo 
rary means are insu?icient and result either in an incon 
venience to the speaker or a less effective address or 
presentation. 

Accordingly, it is the general object of this invention to 
provide a portable traveling case which can be converted ~ 
into a lectern. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a portable 
traveling case which can be converted into a lectern having 
a detachable means which can be mounted thereon for 
supporting a plurality of display charts. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a portable 

traveling case which can be converted either into a lectern 
or a writing desk. _ 

A still further object of this invention is to provide a 
portable traveling case which is adapted to be converted 
either into a lectern or a writing desk having a detachable 
member thereof which can be detached from the case 
and reassembled to provide a bookstand. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide a 

portable traveling case similar to a conventional attache 
type case having a collapsible platform member adapted 
to be carried in the cover member thereof which can be 
assembled in cooperation with the other members of the 
case to provide either a lectern or a writing desk or com 
pletely detached therefrom and reassembled to provide a 
bookstand. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

portable traveling case being adapted to be converted 
either into a lectern or a writing desk having a portion 
thereof adapted to be detached and reassembled to pro 
vide a bookstand which is inexpensive to manufacture and 
easy to convert into its many uses. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent to those skilled in the ant from the 
following description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the invention in the 

closed position; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the invention hav 

ing been converted into a leotern; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the invention simi 

lar to FIGURE 2, having a ?ip chart attachment mounted 
thereon showing a ?ip chart in broken lines; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view of the invention taken 

along line 4-4 also showing a portion of the invention 
in broken lines having been detached from its normal 
position and reassembled therein to provide a writing 
platform; 
FIGURE 5 is an elevational sectional view of a portion 

of the invention assembled as a bookstand; 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken along 

line 6 6 of FIGURE 4; and 
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FIGURE 7 is an enlarged sectional view taken along 

line 7—-7 in FIGURE 5. 
According to the broad scope of the present invention, 

there is provided a portable traveling case comprising a 
shallow receptacle member and a hingedly attached cover 
member having a platform member with suitable leg 
members hingedly and detachably secured thereto adja 
cent a front free edge thereof which is adapted to be car 
ried in a collapsed portion in the cover member when not 
in use, swung outwardly and supported by a leg member 
to provide a lectern, detached from the cover member and 
reassembled in the shallow receptacle member to provide 
a writing platform or‘ removed completely from the case 
and reassembled to provide a bookstand. There is also 
provided a flip chart attachment which is adapted to be 
detachably mounted on the platform member when the 
case has been converted into a lectern. 

Referring to the drawings, there is provided a substan 
tially rectangularly shaped portable traveling case 16 of 
‘the conventional attache type comprising a shallow re 
ceptacle member 11 having a bottom wall 12, a front wall 
13, a rear‘wall i4 and side walls 15 and 16, and a shallow 
cover member 17 having a top wall 18, a front wall 1%, a 
rear wall Na and side walls 2% and 21. The receptacle 
member and the cover member are hingedly secured to 
gether along the edges of the rear walls thereof. The 
portable case also is provided with a handle 22 attached to 
the front wall 13 of the receptacle member 11 and with 
suitable fastening means 23 and 2d for fastening the cover 
member to the receptacle member. 

Hingedly secured to and detachable from the cover 
member is a rectangularly shaped platform member 25 
having turned-down flange portions 26 and 27 along the 
side edges thereof, a turned-down ?ange portion 28 along 
the rear edge thereof and an upturned ?ange portion 29 
along the front edge thereof. The platform member is 
hingedly attached to suitable brackets 30, 30 disposed on 
the inside surfaces of the side walls 2d and 21 of the cover 
member adjacent the front Wall 19‘ by means of a trans 
versely extending rod member 31 extending through suit 
able openings in the rearward ends of the turned-down 
?ange portions 2-6 and 27 of the platform member and 
journaled in recesses 30a, 36a in brackets 38, 3% which 
open toward the front wall 19. The brackets 30, 39 are 
spaced a suflicient distance from the front wall 19 of the 
cover member so that the end portions of the rod member 
31 can be inserted between the brackets 30, 3t} and the 
front wall 19 and moved into the recesses when the plat 
form member is being attached to the cover member. It 
will be appreciated that the platform member will be sup 
ported by the brackets in a number of desired positions 
and can be removed therefrom only by lifting the platform 
member substantially upwardly toward the front wall 19 
to remove the end portions of the rod member from the 
recesses in the brackets 3d, 30. 

Hingedly attached to the forward ends of the turned 
down ?ange portions 2s and 27 of the platform member 
is a support leg 32 comprising aligned end portions 33 
and 3d, converging portions 35 and 36 and an intermediate 
portion 37 which is formed substantially parallel to the 
aligned end portions 33 and 34. A leg member 38 hav 
ing a bifurcated end portion 3% is mounted on the rod 
member 31 for pivotal movement in a plane perpendicular 
to the platform member. . 
The platform ‘member 25 is adapted to ?t within the 

cover member 1'7 when hingeldly secured in brackets 30, 
30 so that the leg members 32 and 38 can be swung 
toward and disposed adjacent the under side of the plat 
form member and the platform member can be swung 
downwardly into the cover member 17 for stowage when 
the platform member is not in use. It will be appreciated 
that this will provide su?icient space in the receptacle 



‘port leg 32. 

member for papers and other items to be carried in the 
case. ‘When the portable case is to be converted into 
a lectern, the cover member is opened to its extended, 
substantially vertical position, the platform member is 
swung outwardly and upwardly permitting the leg mem- ‘ 
ber 32; to swing downwardly and the bottom portion 
thereof to be positioned in'a groove 4% formed in a suit 
able support block member 41 disposed on the inside of 
the front wall 13 of the receptable member. It will be 
noted that the height of the support block member is less 
than the height of the front wall 13 and the'groove as 
extends transversely, parallel to the front wall 13 and is 
adapted to receive the intermediate portion 37 of the sup 

.As illustrated in FIGURES 3 and 4, whenever it is 
‘desired to use a flip chart with the porta le case havin I 
been converted into a lectern, there is provided a flip 
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chart attachment 4-2 comprising an elongated base mem~ 7 
ber 43 having a plurality of separable hoop members 44 
and a pair of leg members 45 and 456 having end portions 

7 47 and 43 which are adapted to be received within a 
pair of spaced openings 4-9 and 59 in. the platform mem 
ber 25. The elongated base member 43 of the flip chart 
attachment is adapted to be disposed above the end wall 
19 when the cover member is in the open, substantially 
vertical position, so that a chart 51 resting on the plat 
form member and retained by the separable hoop memé 

' 2.5. 

posite the hi 
her and said support member having a second leg mem 

, ber hingcdly attached thereto having positioning disposed at the free end thereof cooper-able with said first 

leg member to provide a support frame assembly for said 
supportmember when said support member is detached 
from said cover member and reassembled as a separate 
boolzstand. _ . 

a 2. A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into a portable iectern having a, portion thereof'adapted 
to be detached therefrom and reassembled to' provide a 
boolrstandy comprising. a substantially rcctangularly 
shaped receptacle member, a substantially rectangularly 
shaped cover member hingedly attached to said receptacle 
member, a platform member hingedly attached to and 
detachable from said cover member adjacent a free edge 
opposite thehinged edge thereof, said platform member 
having a ?rst leg member hinge ly attached thereto ad- > 
jacent a front free edge opposite the hinged edge thereof, 
support means disposed on said receptacle member for 
supporting said ?rst leg member and said platform member 
having a second leg member hingediy attached thereto 
having positioning means disposed at the free end thereof , 

" cooperable with said ?rst leg member when platfonm 
25 

here can be turned in the direction of the arrows to be a 
suspended along the top surface of the cover member, 

Referring to FIGURE 4, whenever it isfdesired to con 
vert the base into a' Writing desk, the platform member 
25 is detached, from the bracket members 3d, 3d theleg 
members 32 and 38 are swung toward and held adjacent 

O 

the underside thereof while the platform member 25 is , 
placed in the receptacle member so that the end portions 
of'the rod member 31 are seated in recesses in suitable 
brackets 52,, 52 disposed on the inner surfaces of the side ' ‘ 
walls 15 and 16 of the receptacle member adjacent the 
rear ‘wall 14-‘ and the front portion of the platform mem 
ber is supported on the support block member 4-1 disposed 
adjacent the front wall 13. To permit removal or" the 
platform member from the receptacle member there is' 
provided an opening 53 in the platform member adjacent 
the front edge thereof to accommodate the insertion of a 
?nger‘ therein for lifting the platform member upwardly. 
To utilize the platform member as a bookstand, the plat 

' form member is removed from the portable case and re 
assembled as shown in FlGURES 5 and 7, wherein the 
leg member 32 serves as’ a base member having the bifur 
cated end of the leg member 38 positioned on the inter 
mediate portion37 of the leg member 32. 

it will thus be appreciated that there is provided a novel 
portable traveling case 'which'can be converted either 
into a lectern having a‘detachable display support means 
or a writing desk, having a portion thereof adapted to be 
detached from thecase and reassembled to provide a 
bookstand. ' ' ’ i 

From‘ the‘ foregoing detailed description, it‘ will be’ 
evident that there are a number of changes, adaptations 
and modi?cations of the present invention which come 
within the province of those skilled in the art. However, 
it is intended'that all such variations not departing from 

a the spiritrof the invention, be considered as within the 
scope thereof as limited solely by the appended claims. ‘ 
What'I claim is: ' , i 'i a 

.1. A portable traveling, case adapted to be converted 
into a portable lectern having a portion thereof adapted to 
‘be detached therefrom and reassembled to provide a 
bookstand comprising a receptacle member, a cover mem~ 
‘ber hingedly attached to said receptacle member, a sup-' 
port member bingedly attached to and detachable from 
said cover member adjacent a front free edge opposite 
the hinged connection thereof with said receptacle mem 
ber,'said support member having a ?rst leg member 
hingedly attached thereto adjacent a front free'edge op 
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member with attached leg member is detached from said 
cover me r and reassembled as a separate bookstand 
to provide a support frarn‘e'ass'embly therefor. 

3. A portable'traveling'case adapted to be converted 
‘into'a portable lectern having a portion thereof adapted to 
be detached therefrom and reassembled to provide a book 
stand comprising'a' shallow receptacle member having a 
substantially rectangularly‘shaped'bottom wall, a front 

robe 

wall,‘ a rear wall, and side Walls, a shallow cover member 
having a substantially rectangularly'shaped top Wall, a 
front Wall, a rear wall and side walls and having the rear 
wall thereof hingedly attached to the rear wall of said 
receptacle member, a platform. member hingedly attached 
within‘ and detachable from said cover member adjacent 
the front wall thereof so that saidjplatform‘member can 
be swung toward and receivedwithin said cover member, 
said platform member having a ?rst leg member hingedly 
attached thereto adjacent a front free edge opposite the 
hinged edge thereof so that said ?rstieg member can be 
pivoted toward and disposed adjacent thev bottom surface 
of said platform member when said platform member is 
pivoted toward and received within said cover member, 
support means disposed on said receptacle member adja 
cent said front wall thereof forsupporting said ?rst leg 
member, said platform member having a second legmem 
ber hingedly‘attached thereto so that said second leg mem- > 
ber can be pivoted toward and disposed adjacent the bot 
tom surface of said platform member when said platform 
member is pivoted toward and received within said cover 
member and said second leg member having positioning 
means disposed at thefree end thereof cooperable with 
said ?rst leg member when said platform member is de 
tached from said cover member and reassembled as a 
separate bookstand to provide a support frame assembly 
therefor. ' j , 

4.,A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into’ either a lectern or a writing desk comprising a recep 
tacle member, a cover member hingedly attached to said 
receptacle member, a support member hingedly attached 
to and detachable from said, cover member adjacent a 
front free edge‘ oppositefthe hinged connection thereof 
with said receptacle member so that said support member 
rcanrbe pivoted toward and disposed adjacent said cover 
' member, said support member having a leg member 
hingedly attached thereto adjacent a front free’ edge op 
posite the‘ hinged connection thereof with said cover 
member, a ?rst support means disposed in said receptacle’ 
member'for'supporting said leg member when said sup 

~ port member’ is pivotedaway. from‘ said cover member and 
said leg member is pivoted downwardly away from said ' 
cover member and a, second support means disposed in‘ 

raged connection thereof with said cover met -. 



3,177,991 

said receptacle for supporting said support member with 
said first support means when said support member is de 
tached from said cover member, said leg member is piv 
oted toward and disposed adjacent the bottom surface of 
said support member and said support member is inserted 
in said receptacle member. 

5. A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into either a lectern or a writing desk comprising a sub 
stantially rectangularly shaped receptacle member, a sub 
stantially rectangularly shaped cover member hingedly at- * 
tached to said receptacle member, a platform member 
hingedly attached to and detachable from said cover 
member adjacent a free edge opposite the hinged edge 
thereof so that said platform member can be pivoted to 
ward and disposed adjacent said cover member, said plat 
form member having a leg member hingedly attached 
thereto adjacent a front free edge opposite the hinged 
edge thereof, ?rst suport means disposed in said recep 
tacle member for supporting said support leg member 
when said platform member is pivoted away from said 
cover member and said support leg member extends down 
wardly from said cover member and second support means 
disposed in said receptacle member for supporting said 
platform member with said ?rst support means when said 
platform member is detached from said cover member, 
said leg member is pivoted upwardly against the bottom 
surface of said platform member and said platform mem 
her is inserted in said receptacle member. 

6. A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into either a lectern or a writing desk, having a portion . 
thereof adapted to be detached therefrom and reassem 
bled to provide a bookstand comprising a receptacle 
member, a cover member hingedly attached to said recep 
tacle member, a support member hingedly attached to 
and detachable from said cover member adjacent a front 
free edge opposite the hinged connection thereof with said 
receptacle member so that said support member can be 
swung toward and disposed adjacent said cover mem 
ber, said support member having a ?rst leg member hing 
edly attached thereto adjacent a front free edge opposite 
the hinged connection thereof with said cover member, a 
?rst support means disposed in said receptacle member 
for supporting said ?rst leg member when said support 
member is pivoted away from said cover member and 
said ?rst leg member extends downwardly from said sup 
port member, said support member having a second leg 
member hingedly attached thereto adjacent said hinged 
connection thereof with said cover member, said leg mem 
bers being hingedly attached to said support member so 
that said leg members can be swung toward and disclosed 
adjacent the bottom surface of said support member when 
said support member is swung toward and disposed ad 
jacent the bottom surface of said cover member in a 
stowage position, second support means disposed in said 
receptable member for supporting said support member 
with said ?rst support means when said support member 
is detached from said cover member, said leg members 
are swung toward and disposed adjacent the bottom sur 
face of said support member and said support member is 
inserted in said receptacle member and said second leg 
member having positioning means disposed at the free 
end thereof cooperable with said ?rst leg member when 
said support member is detached from said cover mem 
ber and reassembled as a separate bookstaud to provide a 
support frame therefor. 

7. A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into either a lectern or a portable desk, having a por~ 
tion thereof adapted to be detached therefrom and re 
assembled to provide a bookstand comprising a substan 
tially rectangularly shaped receptacle member, a sub 
stantially rectangul-arly shaped cover member hingedly 
attached to said receptacle member, a platform mem~ 
ber hingedly attached to and detachable from said cover 
member adjacent a free edge opposite the hinged edge 
thereof, said platform member having a ?rst leg mem 

40 

45 

50 

55 

65 

75 

ber hingedly attached thereto adjacent a front free edge 
opposite the hinged edge thereof, a ?rst support means 
disposed in said receptacle member for supporting said 
?rst leg member when said plat-form member is pivoted 
away from said cover member and said first leg mem 
ber extends downwardly from said platform member, 
said platform member having a second leg member 
hingedly attached thereto adjacent the hinged connec— 
tion thereof with said cover member, said leg members 
being hingedly attached to said platform member so 
that said leg members can be swung toward and dis 
posed adjacent the bottom surface of said platform mem 
ber when said platform member is swung toward and 
disposed adjacent the bottom surface of said cover mem 
ber in a stowage position, second support means dis 
posed in said receptacle member for supporting said 
platform member with said ?rst support means when 
said platform member is detached from said cover mem 
ber, said leg members are swung toward and disposed 
adjacent the bottom surface of said platform member 
and said platform member is inserted in said receptacle 
member and said second leg member having positioning 
means disposed at the free end thereof cooperab-le with 
said ?rst leg member when said platform member is de 
tached from said cover member and reassembled as a 
separate bookstand to provide a support frame assembly 
therefor. 

8. A portable traveling case adapted to be converted 
into either a lectern having a display support means or 
a writing desk, having a portion thereof adapted to be 
detached therefrom and reassembled to provide a book— 
stand comprising a receptacle member, a cover member 
hingcdly attached tosaid receptacle member, a support 
member hingedly attached to and detachable from said 
cover member adjacent a front free edge opposite the 
hinged connection thereof with said receptacle mem 
her so that said support member can be swung toward 
and disposed adjacent said cover member, said support 
member having a ?rs-t leg member hingedly attached 
thereto adjacent a front free edge opposite the hinged 
connect-ion thereof with said cover member, a ?rst sup 
port means disposed in said receptacle member for sup 
porting said ?rst leg member when said support mem 
ber is pivoted away from said cover member and said 
?rst leg member extends downwardly from said support 
member and positioned on said ?rst support means to 
provide a lectern, a chart retaining means detachably 
mounted on said support member when said case is con 
verted into a lectern, said support member having a 
second leg member hingedly attached thereto adjacent 
said hinged connection thereof with said cover mem 
ber, said leg members being hingedly attached to said 
support member so that said leg members can be swung 
toward and disposed adjacent the bottom surface of said 
support member when said support member is swung 
toward and disposed adjacent the bottom surface of said 
cover member in a stowage position, second support 
means disposed in said receptacle member for supporting 
said support member with said ?rst support means when 
said support member is detached from said cover mem 
ber, said leg members are swung toward and disposed 
adjacent the bottom surface of said support member 
and said support member is inserted in said receptacle 
member and said second leg member having positioning 
means disposed at the free end thereof cooperable with 
said ?rst leg member when said support member is de 
tached from said cover member and reassembled as a 
separate bookstand to provide a support frame assembly 
therefor. 
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