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This invention relates to a handling implement for gas 
cylinders, or tanks, and more speci?cally to a handle 
with spring clips which is easily attachable to, and detach 
able from, a re?ll type of gas cylinder of the kind used 
for a blow torch. The cylinder, when combined with the 
torch, is useful in applying solder to a joint, but like any 
other tool it has a multiple of uses. Gas cylinders of the 
type referred to contain a charge of fuel under high pres 
sure which, when exhausted, can be replaced by another 
cylinder. When replacement is necessary, the torch and 
its connecting ?ttings are removed from the exhausted 
tank and screwed onto the connection of a charged one. 
In most instances, the tank, or cylinder, is held in one 
hand to direct the flame from the torch onto the work. 
The other hand of the user is usually occupied by other 
tasks. Because of the size of the cylinder, it ?lls the 
whole hand. Usually not even one ?nger of that hand is 
readily available to aid the other hand in its tasks with 
out risk of dropping the cylinder. Accidents of this kind 
should be avoided because of the explosive nature of the 
charge stored in the tank at high pressure. It is also 
possible that the application of the torch requires move 
ment of the tank into and out of a con?ned space barely 
adequate to pass the tank let alone the ?ngers of the 
hand holding the tank. To maintain a secure hold on the 
tank under these conditions is awkward and requires both 
hands for manipulating the tank leaving neither hand free 
to perform the job. 

Accordingly, it is one of the objects of this invention 
to provide a conveniently sized handle which is equipped 
with spring clips to be readily attached to, or detached 
from, a gas cylinder. ’ 

It is another object of this invention to provide a han 
dle which securely attaches to a gas cylinder for a torch 
and which frictionally engages the cylinder in such a way 
that the cylinder may be turned around in the handle at 
any time so as to direct the torch at the proper angle to 
the work. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide 
a handle which can be used as a convenient hanger for 
suspending the tank when not in use. 
Gas cylinders, or tanks, for the purposes described are 

usually round metal cylinders in the neighborhood of 2 
or 3 inches in diameter and about 10 inches long. A 
tubular neck protrudes from one end of the cylinder. 
Threads on the end of this neck provide for connection 
to the ?ttings of the burner and these threads terminate 
on the neck at a cylindrical collar on the neck spaced 
from the top of the cylinder. 
According to this invention, the handle is a metal tu 

bular member, preferably an aluminum tube. Opposite 
ends of the tube carry spring clips formed of loops of 
springy wire extending laterally from the handle in the 
same direction and in approximately parallel relationsln'p. 
One or" the loops is an open ended spring loop with spaced 

‘ curved legs adapted to be forced apart to receive and 
grip the cylinder. The other loop is closed and has ap 
proximately parallel leg portions adjacent the handle 
spaced apart to just pass over the neck and collar. The 
loop has a constricted portion adjacent its closed end into 
which the neck can be forced by springing the leg por 
tions apart. Within the constricted portion of this loop, 
the legs have offsets engaging under the collar of the neck 
to force the closed end of the loop against the top of the 
tank. 
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Other objects and advantages of this invention will ap 

pear from the following detailed description which is in 
such clear, concise and exact terms as will enable any per 
son skilled in the art to make and use the same when 
taken with the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
thereof, and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a handle con 

structed in accordance with this invention applied to a 
gas cylinder; 
FIG. 2 is a similar view illustrating the manner of ap 

plying the handle to the gas cylinder; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the upper end of handle 

only, illustrating the form of the spring loop; 
FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the upper end of 

the handle illustrating the spring loop in further detail; 
FIG. 5 is an elevational view of the top part of the 

handle only, looking in the direction of the cylinder and 
having parts broken away to illustrate the manner of 
attachment between the handle and the upper loop; 
FIG. 6 is a top plan View illustrating the construction 

of the lower spring loop before attachment to the handle; 
and 
FIG. 7 is an elevational view looking in the direction of 

the cylinder and having parts broken away to illustrate 
the manner of connection between the handle and the 
lower spring loop. 
The gas tank 1, shown in FIG. 1, is a re?llable type 

containing a gas fuel under high pressure. This type of 
tank has a cylinder-like body closed at its lower end 
2 and provided with an outlet at its upper end 3. At— 
tached to the upper end 3 is a tubular neck 4 threaded at 
5, and provided with a collar 6 at which the threads 5 
terminate. These threads are provided for the attachment 
to a burner and its ?ttings. The burner contemplated 
in this case is one in the form of a blow torch. The 
cylinder 1 is a re?llable cylinder in the sense that after 
the fuel has been consumed by the burner, the ?ttings are 
removed and placed upon a freshly charged cylinder. 
Consequently, any handling implement attached to the 
cylinder 1 must be one which also can be detached from 
a cylinder which has become exhausted and reattached 
to a freshly charged cylinder. 
The handling implement, here contemplated, is com 

posed of several parts. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, there 
is a handle part It) which is preferably formed of alumi 
num tubing of suitable size. The‘ aluminum tube 10 is 
?attened from opposite sides at its upper end to form a 
pair of spaced sockets 11 and 12. At its lower end, the 
handle ill is also ?attened to form a pair of spaced sockets 
14 and T15. Sockets l4 and 15 in turn receive the spaced 
apart legs 17 and 18 of a spring clip part 20, shown 
more in detail in FIG. 6. The parallel leg portions 17 and 
i8 merge into curved leg portions 21 and 22, respectively, 
which are in facing relation and extend laterally from the 
handle part 10 to receive and grip the tank 1. The man 
ner in which the leg portions 17 and 18 are anchored in 
the handle it) is shown in PEG. 7. Leg portions 17 and 
18 are joined by loop portion 25 and, as can be seen 
in FIG. 7, loop portion 25 is anchored in the handle 10 
by being angularly deformed with respect to the leg por~ 
tions 17 and 18 so that the loop portion 25 lies within 
the handle part it} at an angle to the sockets l4 and 15 
in the flattened portion of the handle 10. 

Sockets 11 and 12 receive the spaced legs of a second 
spring clip part 26. Socket 11 receives one leg 28 and 
socket 12 receives the other leg 29 of the spring clip 26. 
As shown in FIG. 5, the legs 28 and 29 are angularly 
deformed at 30 and 31, respectively, so as to be ?rmly 
anchored within the upper flattened end of the handle 
part 1i}. 

Referring speci?cally to FIGS. 3 and 4, the parallel leg 
portions 2% and 2? are spaced apart far enough to pass 
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over the collar 6 of the tank 1. The ends thereof are 
joined by the loop 31 having the constricted portion 
formed by inwardly directedbends, such as 32 in leg 28 
and 33 in leg 23. These bends con?ne the neck portion 
4, shown in phantom lines, within the loop 31; Legs 23 
and 29 also have offset portions 34 and 35, better shown 
in FIG. 4. These olfset portions wedgingly engage be 
neath the collar 6 to hold the portions of the loop 31 in 
cluding the inward bends 32 and 33 against the top 3 of 
tank 1. . ,, ' ' 

FIG. 2 illustrates best how the handle is applied to 
the tank 1. Spring clip 26 is placed in the position shown 
in FIG. 2 with the legs 28 and 29 straddling the neck 
4. While in this position, spring clip 20 is forced onto 
the cylinder-like body of the tank 1 so that it securely 
grips the bottom of the tank. While the tank 1 is held 
stationary, handle 10 is then manipulated to force the, neck 
4‘through, or past, the restriction at 32 and 33 in the legs 
28 and 29 so that the neck portion 4 is held ?rmly be 
tween the legs'in the loop 31. Offsets 34A and 35 at this 
point will be wedged beneath the collar 4 holding the loop 
31 against the end 3 of the tank 1. This operation secures 
the handle to the tank but, since the tank is, only clamped 
by the spring clips, it can be turned with respect to the 
handle so as to bodily aim the blow torch at the most 
convenient angle with respect to the handle for the par 
ticular application. > ' 

Changes in and modi?cations of the construction de 
, scribed may be made without departing from the spirit 

. ofmy invention or sacri?cing its advantages. 
' Having thus described the, invention, what is claimed 
and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: ' 
A handle for a gastank of the kind having a cylinder 

like body closed atone end andiprovided with an outlet 
> at its opposite end including a tubular neck protruding 
axially from the outlet end of said cylinder-like body,' 
a threaded end on said neck to provide'for connection to 
a gas burner and terminating at an annular collar on the 
neck spaced from the top end of the cylinder-like body, 

7 said handle having a means for, ready attachment to, and , 
detachment from said cylinder-like body‘ and for mount 
ing said handle in spaced relation to saidfcylinder-like 
body when attached thereto, said means comprising, 

'( 1) a tubular metal handle part ?attened at opposite 
‘ ends to form a pair of spaced sockets ‘at each of said 
ends, 
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(2) a ?rst spring clip part forrned by an open loop of; 
springy wirehaving spaced legs individually held at 

A 
one end, one of said legs in each of said ?rst pair 
of sockets and extending into saidrhandle part, and 
anchored in said sockets by-an angular deformation 
of said sockets and the portion of said legs in said 

. . sockets with respect to said handle part and the por 
tion of said legs in said handle part, said spring clip 
part having facing curved leg portions extending later 
ally of said handle part to grip opposite sides of 
said cylinder-like tank body, and 

(3) a second spring clip' part formed by a loop of 
springy wire having spaced legs with substantially 
parallel portions individually held at one end, one 
of said legs of said second clip part in each of said 
second pair of sockets in said handle part and ex 
tending into said handle part, and anchored in said 
sockets by angular deformation of the portion of said 
legs extending into said handle part with respect to 
the portion of said legs in said pair of sockets, said 
loop having a constricted portion at its closed end . 
into which said neck can be forced by springing said 
legs of said second clip part apart and said loop 
having o?sets within said constricted portion engag 

, ing under said collar on’ said neck to force the closed 
end of said loop against the top of said tank, 

said ?rst spring clip part being arranged With respect to 
said handle part to be forced onto said body by movement 
of said handle part in a direction, toward said bodyand 
said second spring clip part beingarranged with respect 
to said handle part to be forced onto said body by move-. 
rnent of said handle part in a direction away from said 
body to interconnect said handle part with said body and 
frictionally resist rotation between handlepart and said 
body. . ' , . 
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