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The present invention relates to improvements in fumi 
ture and more particularly to furniture legs and means 
for attaching the same to a piece of furniture to be 
supported. 
An object of the present invention is to produce a single 

means for attaching a leg to a piece of furniture to be 
supported which may be readily and economically manu 
factured. 

Another object of the invention is to produce a leg 
attaching means for furniture to which a leg may be 
secured without the use of special tools. 

Still another object of the invention is to produce a leg 
attaching means for furniture which may be made by 
casting, forming, or molding a metal or plastic material 
thereby substantially reducing the production costs 
thereof. 

These and other objects of the invention may be 
achieved by an assembly of a furniture leg and leg attach~ 
ing means wherein the leg includes a shank portion and 
a top portion, the top portion includes a substantially 
planar rectangular section having a pair of opposed pe 
ripheral side edges and a pair of opposed peripheral end 
edges, the shank portion of the leg extruding from one 
surface of the rectangular section; and the leg attaching 
means comprises a plate having at least one surface 
adapted to engage a surface of a piece of furniture to be 
supported, a pair of spaced parallel track forming mem 
bers depending downwardly from the surface opposite to 
the surface vadapted to engage the furniture, the track 
forming members spaced apart a sufficient amount to 
snuggly receive respective ones of the pairs of opposed 
peripheral side edges of the rectangular section of the leg 
and a pair of downwardly depending stop members 
spaced apart a sufficient amount to engage respective ones 
of the pair of opposed peripheral end edges of the rec 
tangular section of said leg to thereby ?rmly attach the 
leg to the leg attaching means. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come readily apparent from reading the following detailed 
description of one embodiment of the invention with ref 
erence to the attached drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of a 

preferred embodiment of the invention showing an assem 
bly of a furniture leg and means for attaching the same 
to a piece of furniture to be supported; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the leg attaching means illus 
trated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3—-3 of 
FIG. 2 and in phantom line further illustrates a fragment 
of a leg member in assembled position with respect to the 
leg attaching means, and 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of a preferred embodiment 
of the furniture leg of the assembly illustrated in FIG. 1. 

Referring to the drawings, there is illustrated an assem 
bly of a furniture leg and leg attaching means. The 
assembly includes a furniture leg generally indicated by a 
reference numeral 10 and a leg attaching plate generally 
indicated by a reference numeral 12. In FIG. 1, the leg 
attaching plate 12 is shown as being fastened to the under 
surface of a piece of furniture generally indicated by 
reference numeral 14. - 

The leg attaching plate 12 is clearly illustrated in FIGS. 
2 and 3 and is in the form of a generally rectangular plate 
having an upper surface 16 and a lower surface 18. The 
upper surface 16 of the plate 12 is adapted to engage the 
lower surface of a piece of furniture 14 which is typically 
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a chair, sofa, table, or the like. The plate 12 is typically 
provided with a number of fastener receiving holes or 
apertures 20. Suitable fasteners 22, such as screws for 
example, are inserted through the apertures 20 and 
fastened to the undersurface of the furniture 14. As the 
fasteners 22 are tightened, the upper surface 16 of the 
leg attaching plate 12 tightly engages the adjacent sur 
face of the pieces of furniture 14. 
The lower surface 18 of the leg attaching plate 12 is 

provided at opposed peripheral edges thereof with a pair 
of parallel arranged downwardly depending track form 
ing members 24 and 26. The respective track forming 
members 24 and 26 include upstanding portions 28 and 
30 and inwardly extending portions 32 and 34 respectively 
which cooperate to form a pair of generally channelled 
shaped tracks having their open sides facing one another. 
Preferably, the inner edges of inwardly extending por 
tions 32 and 34 are rounded to somewhat conform to the 
adjacent portion of an associated furniture leg. By 
rounding the edges in this manner, it also will militate 
against the scratching and gouging of the leg during 
assembly. 
The other opposing peripheral edges of the leg attaching 

plate 12 are provided with downwardly depending stop 
members 36 and 38 which are typically formed integral 
with the plate. The stop members 36 and 38 typically 
have a curved or rounded surface and function, in coopera 
tion with the track forming members 24 and 26, to suitably 
retain the furniture leg 10 therein as will be explained in 
greater detail hereinafter. The leg attaching plate 12 is 
preferably made of metal, but it must be understood that 
other materials could likewise be used. 
The furniture leg 10 comprises in its preferred embodi 

ment, a generally hollow shank portion 40 and a top 
portion generally indicated by reference 42. The shank 
portion and the top portion are preferably made of plastic 
material as by casting or molding, and while this form of 
construction is inexpensive to manufacture, through the 
proper selection of the plastic composition, such as cellu 
lose acetate butyrate, an extremely rugged leg is produced. 
Further, by proper molding techniques, the cutter surface 
is attractive in appearance and requires no ancillary ma 
chining, polishing, coating, doloring or the like. The il 
lustrated leg 10 is generally an inverted truncated pyramid 
in shape; however, many other shapes could satisfactorily 
be employed. The lowermost portion of the leg 10, which 
is adapted to engage a supporting surface, is provided with 
a ?oor-glide element 44 secured by a suitable threaded 
fastener 46. 
The top portion 42 of the leg 10 is provided with an 

integral ?ange 48 having a substantially planar upper 
surface, parallel side edges 52 and 54, and parallel end 
edges 56 and 58. The thickness of the ?ange 48, in vertical 
section, is substantially equal to the height of the chan 
nels formed by the open sides of the track forming mem 
bers 24 and 26. 

Also, the spacing between innermost portions of the up 
standing portions 28 and 30 of the track forming members 
24 and 26 is substantially equal to the width of ?anges 
48 of the top portion 42. 
From a practical standpoint the structure of the leg 

10 is such that it has a rather wide application. If de 
sired, the ?ange portion 42 of the leg 10 may be pro 
vided with apertures to receive threaded fasteners. The 
resulting leg structure could be fastened directly to a piece 
of furniture by merely inserting screws, for example, 
through the holes and thereafter fastening directly to the 
underside of a piece of furniture. Such an assemblage 
would, of course, not embody the novel features of this 
invention, but it could well be an important factor to a 
manufacturer who desired to produce and sell leg struc 
tures suitable for various attaching assemblages. By re 
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quiring only a single set of dies to manufacture such a 
leg structure, the manufacturing costs could be materially 
reduced. 

In assembling the furniture leg 10 to the leg attaching 
plate 12, the end edge 56 is positioned such that the as 
sociated adjacent side edges 52 and 54 are received within 
the channels or tracks formed by the track forming mem 
bers 24 and 26. In this position the stop member 36 is 
typically disposed within the hollow section of the leg 10. 
The leg 10 is then forced or pushed to a position in which 
the leading edge 56 comes into contact with the stop mem 
ber 33 whereupon the opposite edge 58 drops downwardly 
to rest on or engage the lower surface 18 of the leg at 
taching plate 12. At this point, the stop members 36 and 
38, in cooperation with the track forming members 24 
and 26, snugly engage top portion of the leg 10 and secure 
the same in supporting relation under the piece of furniture 
14. 

It will be noted that as the leg 10 and its associated 
?ange 48 is slid between the track forming members 24 
and 26 in the ?nal stages of assemblage, the portion of the 
?ange 48 adjacent the end edge 58 is ?exed downwardly 
away from the surface 13 by the outer surface of the stop 
member 38. The ?exing action of the ?ange 48 is effected 
by the pliability and ?exibility of the material employed in 
the fabrication of leg 10. As mentioned above, in the 
preferred embodiment, plastic material has been found to 
exhibit satisfactory results. However, it must be under 
stood that other materials having similar physical charac 
teristics could be employed. 

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes, 
I have explained the principle and mode of operation of 
my invention and have illustrated and described what I 
now consider to represent its best embodiment. How 
ever, I desire to have it understood that, within the scope 
of the apepnded claims, the invention may be practiced 
otherwise than as speci?cally illustrated and described. 
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I claim: 
1. An assembly of a furniture leg and leg attaching 

means, said leg including a shank portion and a top por 
the top portion including a substantially planar section 
having a pair of peripheral side edges and a pair of op 
posed peripheral end edges, the shank portion of said leg 
extending'from one surface of said planar section; and 
said leg attaching means comprising a plate having at 
least one surface adapted to engage a surface of a piece of 
furniture to be supported, a pair of spaced track forming 
members depending downwardly from the surface op~ 
posite to the surface adapted to engage the furniture and 
having lips which extend toward each other to de?ne said 
tracks, said track forming members spaced apart a suffi 
cient amount to receive and snugly engage respective ones 
of the pair of opposed peripheral side edges of the planar 
section‘of said leg, and a pair of spaced downwardly de 
pending stop members, said stop members spaced apart 
a su?icient amount to engage respective ones of the pair 
of opposed peripheral end edges of the planar section of 
said leg to thereby ?rmly attach said leg to said leg attach 
ing means, said stop members being positioned on the “ 
same side of said plate as the track forming members at 
opposite end portions of the plate in spaced relation to the 
respective ends of the track forming members, said stop 
members extending normally away from said plate where 
by assembling of the said leg onto the said attaching plate 
requires a ?exing of the planar section. 

2. The invention de?ned in claim 1 wherein said stop 
members have rounded outer surfaces. 
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