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The invention described herein relates to a device for 
forming a bag or the like and closing the open top por 
tion thereof. More specifically, the invention relates to 
to a device which is adapted lto receive a sheet of flat ma 
terial from which a bag is formed and objects placed there 
in and operable to close or gather the open top of the 
formed bag so that a tie or fastener may be applied thereto. 
The device for forming and closing bags of the present 

invention has particular application in the bagging or 
Wrapping of soft or messy bait used in fishing. However, 
the invention is not restricted to that particular applica 
tion. As applied to the wrapping or bagging of soft baits 
for fishing, a piece of cloth or other material is placed in 
the device, the soft bait placed therein and the open upper 
end of the bag constricted to allow a tie or fastener of 
any siutable type to be placed thereon. The same opera 
tion of the enfolding device described herein would be 
followed irrespective of the material being wrapped or 
sacked. , 

The primary object of the invention is a device for form 
ing a bag or the like and closing the open upper end there 
of whereby the open end of the sack is constricted and tied 
or fastened by suitable means. 
Another object of the invention is a device for forming 

a bag or the like and closing the open end thereof and 
which is provided with means to hold the bag during the 
constricting operation of the open upper end. 
Another object of the invention is a device for forming 

a bag or the like and closing the open end thereof and 
which includes a base having an opening therein to re 
ceive the material from which the bag is formed and 
means movable relative to the base to constrict the open 
upper end of the formed bag to allow a fastener to be 
tied or placed thereon. 

Another object of the invention is a device for forming 
a bag or the like and closing the open end thereof having 
a simple construction andan eñicient mode of operation. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come rapidly apparent by referring to the following de 
tailed description when taken with the accompanying 
drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan View illustrating the device with 

the structural parts in open position for the reception of 
fiat sheet material for forming a bag or the like. 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal section taken on lines 2_2 

of FIGURE l illustrating the structural parts in the same 
open position; and in dotted lines both the manner in 
which the flat sheet material with contained objects is held 
in the device, and the positions assumed bythe same when 
the sheet top is constricted. Arrows indicate the move 
ment of certain of the structural parts. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional View taken on lines 3_3 

of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken on lines 4_4 of 

FIGURE l. 
FIGURE 5 is a plan view illustrating the bag-forming 

and bag-holding means in an operative position prior to 
sheet constriction. 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view illustrating the position as 

sumed by the parts when a bag has been formed by con 
striction of the bag sheet. 
FIGURE 7 is an exploded View of the bag-closing de 

vice ofthe present invention. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, particularly to the 
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exploded view in FIGURE 7, the device comprises three 
elements; namely a base member indicated by the refer 
ence numeral 10, a slide member indicated by the refer 
ence numeral 12, and a holding plate indicated by refer 
ence numeral 14. The base member is provided with an 
opening 16 in the bottom 18 thereof. The opening 16 
is adapted to receive the sheet material to form a bag 
and in which the same is held during the constricting opera 
tion ofthe open top thereof. The base member is provided 
with oppositely disposed guide channels 20 and 22 extend 
ing the entire length thereof. Slide member 12 is car 
ried on the base 10 and movable in guide channels 20 and 
22 in a longitudinal direction. Slide member 12 is pro 
vided With shoulders 24 and 26 engageable with oppositely 
positioned aligned stops 2S and 30, only 28 being shown. 
Mounted on guide members 20 and 22 adjacent one end of 
base member 10 are vertically extending lugs 32 and 34 
each having an opening therein. The holding plate 14 
which is substantially rectangular in configuration and 
having a transverse dimension slightly less than the space 
between guide means 2li and 22 is provided with a pair 
of outwardly extending pivot pins 36 and 358 which, when 
the device is assembled in closed position (FIG. 6), are 
adapted to extend through the overhead aligned openings 
in vertical lugs 32 and 34 to pivotally mount the plate to 
the base 10 in underslung relationship with respect to the 
overhead pivots. 
The plate like portions of the bottom 18 of the base 10 

which define the opening 16 include a pair of converging 
wall portions 40, 42 which meet at a point in the approxi 
mate center of the base 10. Walls 44 ̀ and 46 of opening 
16 are in substantial parallel relation to each other, while 
Walls 48 and 50 are in converging relation and terminate 
in transverse wall 52. The purpose of the particular con 
figuration of opening 16 will be later described. 
A handle S4 is provided at one end of slide member 12. 

The other end of slide member 12 is provided with a sub 
stantially V-shaped notch 56 deñned by converging walls 
58 and 60. A generally triangular shaped lug 62 is secured 
to the underside of slide member 12 and which is more 
clearly shown in FIGURE 6 in dotted lines. Lug 62 to 
gether with the shoulders 24 land 26 and stops 28 and 3i) 
on the base member 10 prevent withdrawal of the slide 12 
from the guide channels 20 and 22. 

In use the device is assembled with the parts as shown in 
FIGURES l through 6. Sheet material S, shown in dotted 
lines in FIGURE 2, is positioned from the top into open 
ing 16 in the bottom 1S of the base 1li. The central por 
tion of the sheet material is ñrst depressed to form a bag, 
and objects to be contained therein are deposited in the 
depressed portion. Holding plate 14 is then moved in 
the direction of the arrow of FIGURE 2, pivoting on 
pins 36 and 38. The pins are positioned in the openings 
in lugs 32 and 34. Holding plate 14 is next moved in 
overlying relation to the open upper end of the sheet bag 
as shown in FIGURE 5, and the plate remains in position 
between guide members 20 and 22 until bag discharge is 
effected. Slide 12 is next moved to closure position 
shown in FIGURE 6, and its walls 58 and 60, which de 
fine the V-shaped notch 56 engage the sheet bag adjacent 
the open top thereof and constrict the bag top against op 
posing walls 40 and 42 of opening 16. Opening 16 is in the 
bottom 18 of base member 10. The device may then be 
turned upside down, and fastening means may be placed 
around the constricted portion of the bag S. The holding 
plate 14 may then be returned to the open position and 
slide 12 may be withdrawn to the position shown in FIG 
URES 2 and 5, whereupon the bag S may be removed 
from the opening 16 in the base 10. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that the device 
described herein provides an extremely eliicient means for 
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the handling and wrapping of soft or messy materials, 
particularly ñsh baits. Normally, the m-aterial must be 
handled by the fisherman and results in the usually un 
pleasant odor of the bait remaining on the hands of the 
lisherman. These unpleasant disadvantages are com 
pletely obviated by the instant invention. 
While many Variations and modiñcations may be made 

in the inventive concept above set forth, it is intended 
that this disclosure should be interpreted merely as illus 
trative and limited only by the scope of the appended 
claims. 
We claim: 
1. A device for forming a bag or the like and closing 

the open top thereof comprising an elongated horizontal 
base member, portions of said base member defining an 
opening intermediate the ends thereof to receive a sheet of 
material of sufficient size to form a bag, holding means 
underslung below a pair of coaxial pivots which are 
mounted on said base member adjacent one end, the latter 
means being movable to a position spaced from and over 
the opening to engage the top of a sheet bag disposed 
from >the top in the opening in said base member, horizon 
tal guide means secured to opposite marginal edges of said 
base member, a slide member carried by said base mem 
ber and movable only longitudinally thereof in said guide 
means, said slide member upon movement into engage 
ment with the bag adjacent the »top thereof constricting 
the bag whereby a tie can be applied thereto, and means 
to limit the extent of longitudinal movement of said slide 
member in each direction relative to said base, whereby ' 
the slide can be neither removed from the base when the 
former is moved to an initial open position, nor moved in 
an opposite direction beyond a position wherein the open 
ing in the base is completely closed when observed from 
above. 

2. A device for forming a bag or the like and closing 
the open top thereof comprising a rectangular in plan base 
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member including pairs of ̀ top edges and a top-uncovered 
bottom platte portion possessing a plurality of through 
Walls, the walls loca-ted so as to deñne a longitudinally 
oit-center opening, the edges of the opening being capable 
of receiving from above a centrally depressed and paired 
top edge overhanging sheet of material of suñicient size 
to form a bag, a slide plate member carried by said base 
directly above said bottom plate and longitudinally mov 
able only relatively thereto, said slide member being ca 
pable of partially supporting the bag sheet, a pair of up 
st-anding lugs with horizontal and transversely aligned 
coaxial apertures located near one perimetric edge of the 
device, a hold down plate pivoitally supported by pivot pins 
carried by said apertures, and in underslung relationship 
with respect to said pins, the under Vsurface of said hold 
down plate being closely adjacent the upper surface of 
said slide plate, to thus clamp and retain the top edge over 
hanging portions of the sheet above said opening, whereby 
upon engagement of the moving slide member with the 
top edge portion of the sheet, a constriction is effected to 
form a closed bag which may then be permanently closed 
by application of a tie. 
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