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This invention pertains to a guard device for guarding 
wires, transmission lines, guy wires and the like, and 
more particularly pertains to a tubular plastic covering 
which is readily applied to such wires. 
Guy wires are often connected between a vertical pole 

supporting power and telephone lines and a ground an 
choring member. Often these guy wires are used in lo 
cations where many people walk and it is desirable to 
cover them for protection of the pedestrians. 

Also, where wires pass through or close to trees it is 
often desirable to protect the wire against abrasion and 
damage due to contact with the trees which could lead 
to service interruption and expensive repairs. 

In the past wire protecting devices have been pro 
vided, but they have not been universally successful for 
one reason or another. On important reason has been 
that there are at least ?ve methods used to dead-end guy 
wires, and the prior art protective devices have not been 
adaptable enough to ?t all of them. A special protective 
device has been devised for the helical type dead-end, 
but it does not ?t the other types such as the clamp type, 
the jaw type, the U-bolt clamp type or the served type. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
guard for guy wires which is readily applicable to the 
several types of dead-end connections which are now 
being used, and wherein the device is also applicable to 
power wires, telephone wires, etc. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a plastic 

wire guard which is easily and inexpensively manufac 
tured, preferably on plastic tube making machinery, and 
which may be easily and quickly applied to a guy wire 
or the like by an unskilled person. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide a 
plastic wire guard which will not rattle against the wire 
it is guarding, and which cannot readily be taken oif by 
unauthorized persons. 

It is also an object of my invention to provide a wire 
guard whose length can readily be cut down in the ?eld 
in the event a shorter guard is needed. 
With reference to the drawings there is shown in FIG 

URE 1 a guy wire on which is mounted a guard device 
of the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 

2—2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view taken through the 

guard device before it is mounted on a wire. 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 

4-—-4 of FIGURE 1. 
With reference to FIGURE 1 there is shown a guy 

wire 10 on which is secured the guard device 11 of the 
present invention. 
The guard 11, as shown by FIGURE 3, comprises an 

outer tube 12 made of tough, abrasion resistant material 
such as the modern plastics or it may even be made of 
natural or synthetic rubber. The tube 12 may be of any 
convenient length, and it is split lengthwise as shown at 
13. Within the split tube 12 there are positioned a num 
ber of split collars 14 which are riveted to the tube 12 by 
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split rivets 15 or other connecting devices, with the splits 
of the collars registering with the split 13 in the plastic 
tube 12. The collars may be made of tough plastic such 
as neoprene or industrial rubber or the like. These col 
lars 14 may be conveniently spaced apart, as shown in 
FIGURE 1, and at the lower end of the tube the collar 
may be spaced up into the tube so that the lower end 
or" the tube 12 is open and is free to ?t around any one 
of the several types of dead-end connectors so that the 
guard device can cover the connectors, and if desired, 
extend to the ground. 
At the upper end of the guard the collar 14 may be 

placed substantially at the end, where it closes the tube 
to prevent water and dirt from entering and accumulat 
ing. The collars 14 have a central opening 16 to ac 
commodate a guy wire 10. The size of the opening 16 
my vary in accordance with the wire to be guarded. 
For example, if it is a single strand power or telephone 
wire the opening 16 is to be made smaller. 

In order to apply the guard to a wire it is merely forced 
down onto the wire so that the wire ?ts into the central 
opening or channel 16. Attaching screws 18 are then 
tightened. The attaching screws extend through the plas 
tic tube 12 and through one side of the plastic collar 
into the opposite side thereof, and as the screws are tight 
ened they pull the two sides of the collars together and, 
since the collars are riveted to the outside tube 12, as a 
consequence pull the tube 12 together until it appears 
as shown in FIGURES 2 and 4. 

Proper ?t of the guard around the wire requires the 
collars 14, when tight, to snugly hold the wire 10 which 
is in the opening 16. Peferably, though not required, 
a small opening 19 is retained in order to drain out any 
water which may get in. 

Phillips head screws 18 are preferred since they are 
not as easy to remove if a person does not have a Phillips 
head screw driver handy. 
By referring to FIGURES 1 and 4 it will be seen that 

the wire 10 throughout most of its protected length is 
not in contact with anything, and that it is only at the 
locations of the collars 14 that it is engaged, yet the 
spaced apart plastic tube 12 is securely connected to 
the wire 10 by means of the spaced collars which are 
riveted to it. 
While there have been described what are at present 

considered to be the preferred embodiments of this in 
vention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
various changes and modi?cations may be made therein 
without departing from the invention, and it is, there 
fore, aimed in the appended claims to cover all such 
changes and modi?cations as fall within the true spirit 
and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A wire guard comprising, in combination, a length 

of ?exible tubing split open axially, a plurality of split 
collars mounted within said tubing, each said collar hav 
ing a split which substantially registers with the split in 
said tubing, means connecting the said collars to the tub 
ing on both sides of said splits, said collars having a cen 
tral wire accommodating opening, and means extending 
through a wall or" said tubing into each of said collars 
at both sides of said split therein to pull the split edges 
of said collars together and thereby to pull the split edges 
of said tubing together for securing said tube and said 
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collars together around said wire and substantially clos 
ing the opening formed by said split. 

2. A wire guard comprising, in combination, a length 
of ?exible, plastic tubing split lengthwise, a plurality of 
spaced apart split plastic collars mounted within said 
tubing with their splits substantially registering with the 
split in said tube, each of said collars having a central 
wire accommodating opening, means connecting the tube 
tightly to each of said collar means, and means extending 
through a wall of said tubing into each of said collars 
at both sides of said split therein for closing said collars 
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and said tubing together around said wire to substantial 
ly close the splits in said collars and in said tube. 
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