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The present invention has for an object a portable desk 
of light weight, which may be folded to occupy small 
space and which may be used by a person while reclining 
in bed, sitting in a chair, or placed on another table. 
The portable desk provides a structure which incorpo 

rates a tray for the storage of various articles such as 
pens, pencils, paper and the like, all of which articles are 
readily accessible to a user of the desk. 
An object of the invention is the provision of a porta 

ble desk adapted to hold various articles in ready position 
of access by its user and which articles may be retained 
within the desk when the desk is in non-use. 
The portable desk of my invention contemplates a 

planar work table or panel so formed as to allow the 
panel to be close to the body of the user thereof. The 
work table or panel carries on one surface thereof a 
hinged tray which is formed to hold the work table or 
panel at an inclination when the tray is engaging a sup 
porting object. The portable desk may be turned so that 
the work table or panel lies beneath the tray, in which 
instance the tray provides an inclined surface for work. 
The tray may be moved to extend vertically to the work 
surface of the table or panel to provide access to various 
writing implements, paper, books, drawing instruments, 
clips, thumb tacks, and other articles. If desired, the 
work table or panel may be detachably secured to a ver 
tical surface such as a wall and the tray opened outwardly 
for the holding of various articles. 
The invention has for further objects a portable desk 

which is simple of construction, efficient in use and 
service, vand generally superior to portable desks now 
known to the inventor. 
With the above mentioned, and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the novel and useful provision, 
formation, construction, association and relative arrange 
ment of parts, members and features, all as shown in 
one embodiment in the accompanying drawing, described 
generally, and more particularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the portable desk, 

the work table or panel being uppermost; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the portable desk, 

the work table or panel being lifted to expose the in 
terior of the tray; 
We claim: 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the obverse side 

of the work table or panel with the tray hinged thereto; 
and, 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the tray raised at 

an angle to the back surface of the work table or panel. 
The portable desk includes the members 1 and 2, and 

of which member 1 is the work table of planar panel form 
and member 2 is the tray. The tray 2 is hinged to the 
work table to the end that the tray may assume an angular 
position relative to the table, as illustrated in FIGURE 4. 
The work table 1 has upper and lower surfaces 3 and 4 

respectively. The lower edge 5 of the work table has a 
concave edge 6. The curved edge 6 lies substantially 
intermediate the end edges 7 and 8 of the work table. 
This construction provides aligned edges at 9 and 10. The 
top edge 11 of the work table has a panel extension 12 
which has a convex edge 13. In the present construc 
tion, the curved edges 6 and 13 are substantially parallel 
and such a construction provides the top edge 11 with 
two aligned edges 14 and 15 which are substantially of 
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the same length as and parallel to the edges at 9 and 10 
of the lower edge 5 of the work table. This construction 
adds to the appearance of the table due to the symmetry 
thereof and, likewise, has functional attributes as will here 
inafter be set forth. 
The lower surface 4 or back of the work table 1 has 

the tray 2 connected thereto. The tray is secured by 
means of hinges 20 to the work table and is spaced in 
wardly from the edges 14 and 15, as shown in FIGURE 3. 
The tray 2 includes in the present instance an inclined 
working surface or planar panel 21 supported at an in 
clination by a back wall 22 and triangular ends 23 and 24. 
As shown, the panel 21 for the tray is secured to the tri 
angular ends 23 and 24 along the hypotenuse thereof. 
The panel portion 21 of the tray has the lower edge 25 
thereof substantially tangent to the concave edge 6 of the 
table top. A ledge in the form of a strip or molding 26 
extends along the lower edge of the tray panel 21. The 
tray is provided with a partition 28 of triangular form, 
which lies intermediate the ends 23 and 24 of the tray. 
I have found it expedient to provide an inner ledge 29 for 
the tray, which ledge extends between the partition 28 
and the ends 23 and 24. 

In order to hold the tray against the rear surface of 
work table, I have provided catches, designated generally 
as 30. In the present instance the catches are in two 
parts and comprise studs 31 carried by the work table and 
adapted to be received in spring clips 32 secured to the 
tray for detachably holding the tray in the position shown 
in FIGURE 3. 

In addition to the foregoing, the extension 12 of the 
table top 1 is provided with a transverse slot 33 which 
permits the portable desk to be carried. As it may be 
desired to hang the portable desk against a vertical surface 
such as a wall, holes are provided at 34 and 35 through 
which pins, fastened to a wall may be passed. These 
holes, as shown, are at adjacent corners between the bot 
tom edge portions 9 and 10 and the side edges 7 and 8. 
When in this position, the catches 30 may be released and 
the tray moved from the position of FIGURE 3 to that 
of FIGURE 2. 
The operation, uses and advantages of my invention 

are as follows. 
The parts of my invention are so related as to present 

a pleasing apparance and still provide many functional 
conveniences. Thus, the tray 2 is formed to readily house 
paper, pencils, drawing instruments, ink and the like quite 
safely and to con?ne said articles beneath the work table 
1 when the work table is secured to the tray by the catches 
as for instance, illustrated in FIGURE 3. The user of 
the desk may be reclining in bed or sitting in a chair, in 
which instance if the chair has arms, the upper surface 
of tray panel 21 may rest between the arms which will 
dispose the work table at an inclination, as shown in 
FIGURE 1, the concave edge 6 encompassing a portion 
of the body so that the panel may be close to the user of 
the desk. This gives a large surface upon which work 
may be placed for reading, writing, drawing or for a 
multitude of other purposes. However, if the portable 
desk is to be used for holding books or papers at an in 
clination, the work table 1 may be positioned relative to 
the user so that the tray 2 is positioned as shown in FIG 
\URE 3. Again, the concave edge 6 accommodates the 
body of the user and allows close positioning of the tray 
to the user. Work may be placed on the inclined surface 
of the tray to be held against slippage therefrom by the 
ledge 26. Ready access within the tray is afforded by 
lifting the tray upwardly due to the hinges 20, or to the 
position shown in FIGURE 4 which will give a substan 
tially horizontal working surface. I have thereby pro 
vided a portable desk wherein the working surfaces may 
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be inclined or horizontal as desired. It will be noted that 
the extension 12 acts to support the tray when the tray is 
moved to the position of FIGURE 2 or to that of FIG 
URE 4. 

It is to be noted that the spacing between end 22 and 
the sides 23 and >24 of the tray from edges 7, 8, and 11 
of the table top provides'ledge portions upon‘which vari 
ous articles may be placed for convenient access thereto. 
Furthermore, clips may be secured along the table top' 
edges by this construction. 

I claim: 
1. A portable desk, including: a ?rst planar panel hav 

ing an upper edge and a lower edge, the lower edge pro 
vided with a concave edge portion, and the upper edge’ of 
said panel provided with an extension having a convex 
edge portion and a carrying portion; a tray hinged to the 
?rst planar panel adjacent the upper edge portion thereof, 
said tray having a back wall‘ and two triangular end walls 
and a planar panel secured to said walls. 

2. The portable desk of claim 1, the tray panel being 
secured to the back wall and the end Walls so that the 
same slopes downwardly toward the concave circular edge 
of the ?rst planar panel. 
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3. The device of claim 1, said tray being turnable on 

said hinges to position the end'wall thereof in engagement 
with the extension of the ?rst planar panel to hold the 
tray in angular relationship to the ?rst planar panel. 

4. The device of claim 1, said tray panel provided with 
a ledge portion and‘ a partition within the tray. 

5. The device of claim I, and means for detachably 
securing the tray closed against the ?rst planar panel. 

6. The device of claim l,‘the convex edge of the exten 
sion and the concave edge of the ?rst planar panel being 
substantially parallel. 
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