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CUSPIDOR. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 317,039, dated May 5, 1885. 
' Application ?led February 3, 1885. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern." 
Be it known that I, HIRAM STRAIT, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Troy, ‘in 
the county of Rensselaer and State of New 
'York, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Ouspidors, of which the follow 
ing is a speci?cation, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings. 

This invention relates‘ to cuspidors; and it 
has for its object to provide a' device of this 
character which may be adjusted from aheight 
convenient for aperson when sitting to aheight 
suf?cient for a person in a standing position, 
thereby shortening the distance between the 
customer and the spittoon, insuring more 
cleanliness, and by reason of its being elevated 
above the ?oor providing a device more con 
venient for use and less liable to be stumbled 
over, and ?nally producing an ornamental 
piece of furniture, which, from its appearance 
and construction, will exclude frpm view the 
disagreeable features of the common and ordi 
nary article. 
' With these ends in view the said invention 
consists in the improved construction and 
combination of parts, as hereinafter set forth, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of a cuspidor embodying 
my improvements, the device being shown 
adjusted to a height suf?cient for the use of a 
person when in a standing position. Fig. 2 is 
a longitudinal section of the same, the parts 
being shown in dotted lines as adjusted down 
to aheight convenient for use of a person when 
in a sitting position. Fig. 3 shows the cuspi 
dor with a single tube connecting the mouth 
piece and reservoir. Fig. 4 is a detail view 
showing the application of my improvement 
to railroad-cars. _ 
Like letters are used to indicate correspond 

ing parts in the several ?gures of the drawings. 
Referring to the drawings, A designates the 

reservoir, of any desired pattern or design, 
which rests on an outwardly-inclined rim or 
wing A’, by means of which the article is 
supported above the floor. In place of this 
wing, the reservoir may stand directly on the 
?oor or on legs or casters, to give it proper 

5o stability and permit ready removal from place 

to place. The top of this reservoir is to be 
open and provided with an upwardly-ex 
tending interiorly~threaded socket, B, which 
is made larger in diameter at the upper end, ~ 
and decreases downwardly, so as to provide a 5 5 
cone-shaped or tapering passage. 
0 designates a tube having its lower end 

threaded exteriorly and tapered off to “screw 
within the socket B, and thus insure a tight 
connection between the parts. A handle, D, 
is provided on the tube or pipe 0 at an inter 
mediate point of its length,for convenience in 
handling the device, and at the extreme upper 
end is ?tted a band or ring, E, through which 
works a set~screw, F, for the purpose which 
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V will be presently described. 
G designates a smaller tube or pipe tele 

sooped by the tube G, within which it works, 
the upper end of which smaller tube is pro— 
vided with a ring, H, which prevents the in- 70 
ner tube from'dropping down within the outer. 

It will be observed that by the arrangement 
shown the inner smaller tube or pipe, G, may 
be slid vertically within the outer tube,,O, and 
held at any point of its length by the set-screw 
F, engaging with the same in the manner 
shown. Instead of this arrangement,the larger 
outer tube or pipe, O,may be screw-threaded 
on the inside, and the smaller inner‘ tube 
threaded eXteriorly to screw within the same, 
so that when said smaller tube G is turned or‘ 
revolved around the desired adjustment may 
be obtained. I have not thought it necessary . 
to show this construction, as the above de 
scription makes the modi?cation plain, and I 
have merely given a description of the modi 
?ed form in order that others may know that 
such and like modi?cations and variations in 
the details would come within the scope of the 
present invention. 

I designates the mouth-piece, of the usnal 
shape—-that is, made in the form of a basin 
with a ?aring mouth and inclined sides-the 
bottom of the mouth-piece having a central 
opening, from which depends a vertical tube 
or socket, J, which ?ts within the upper end 
of the smaller inner tube, G. By this means 
the adjustment of said smaller tube, G, effects 
the corresponding adjustment of the mouth 
piece I, to causethe latter to be elevated or 100 
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lowered, as may be found desirable. When 
the upper smaller tube, G, is at its lowest point 
of adjustment——that is, when its ring H rests . 
upon the ring E of the tube O—the mouth 
piece I is then at a height above the ?oor con 
venient for any person to use who may be re 
clining on a couch or sitting in a chair; but 
the further adjustment of the smaller tube, G, 
within the tube 0 allows or admits of the 
adaptation of the device to various heights of 
persons while in a standing position. 

In Fig. 3 the reservoir A, with its wing A’ 
and tube or socket B, is the same in construc 
tion and arrangement as above described 5 but 
in place of the double telescoped tubes I em~ 
ploy a single tube, 0, which has its lower end 
?tted within the socket B, and its upper end 
provided with a handle, D, and receiving the 
tube or socket J of the mouth-piece I. This 
arrangement is the same as that shown in Figs. 
1 and 2, with the exception that the smaller 
inner tube, G, is left off and the mouth-piece 
?tted to the upper end of the outer tube, 0. 
In such a construction the tube 0 is prefera 
bly made of such alength as to cause the mouth 
piece to be in a convenient position for use by 
those sitting in a chair. 

In Fig. 4 Ihave shown the construction em 
ployed on railroad-cars. In this connection I 
prefer to dispense with the reservoir by pass 
ing the tube 0 through an opening of the ?oor 
and securing it therein by means of the circu 
lar ?ange K, the lower end of the tube dis 
charging its contents upon the track. A collar, 
L, is provided on the tube 0 at an interme 
diate point of its length, to limit the depres 
sion of the same below the ?oor, and the up 
per end of the tube is provided with the mouth 
piece I. 
The operation of my invention will be read 

ily understood from the foregoing description, 
taken in connection with the annexed draw 
ings. 

It will be observed that the tube-or tubes 
which connect with the reservoir pass the con 
tents of the mouth-piece to the same, in which 
reservoir the refuse collects and may be re 
moved as desired. 
To provide for the removal of the contents 

without disturbing the other parts of the de 
vice, I propose to provide a removable bot 
tom or drawer for the reservoir to catch the 
refuse matter and allow the removal of the 
same with the drawer or bottom. This ar 
rangement I have not shown, since it is no 
part of my invention and need not be employed; 
but I state it here in order that others may - 
know what means may be resorted to and ef 
fect the same end. Sinee,however, the mouth 
piece, tubes, and reservoir may be separated 
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from each other, it may not be found necessary 
to employ such a construction as the drawer 
or bottom above mentioned,‘ for when de 
tached the parts of the cuspidor may be 
cleaned and washed more efficiently and ex 
peditiously. The device can also be cleaned 
by inverting the reservoir to allow the con 
tents to run out. 

I do not wish to be limited to mere details of 
construction, as such may be modi?ed or va 
ried at will without departing from the spirit 
or'scope of the present invention. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide a connecting tube or conduit between 
the mouth-piece and reservoir,‘ which tube is 
preferably adjustable in length for the pur 
poses mentioned. 
By my improvement I insure'more cleanli 

ness in the use of the cuspidor, and at the same 
time provide an ornamental piece of furni 
ture, either for private or public use, so that 
the appearance of the article will be less dis 
agreeable and offensive and the contents en 
tirely excluded from view. 
Having described my invention, I claim 
1. The herein-described cuspidor, compris 

ing the reservoir, the mouthpiece, and the 
adjustable tube connecting the same, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. The herein-described cuspidor, compris 
ing the reservoir, the mouthpiece, and the 
telescoping tubes connecting the same, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a cuspidor, the combination, with the 
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mouthpiece, of the telescoping tubes connect- 95 
ing with the same and discharging into a suit 
able reservoir, for the purpose set forth. 

4. In a cuspidor, the combination, with the 
reservoir, of the tube ?tted to the upper end 
of the same, a smaller tube telescoped by and 
sliding within the lower larger tube, means, 
substantially as described, for adjusting‘the 
length of the inner smaller tube, and a mouth 
piece ?tted detachably on the upper end of 
the inner tube, as set forth. 

5. In a cuspidor, the combination, with the 
reservoir having a tube or socket, B, of the 
tube 0, ?tting within the latter, the tube G, 
sliding within the tube 0, a set-screw for ad 
justing the height of the inner tube, G, and a 
mouth-piece provided with a depending tube 
or socket, which is ?tted within the upper end 
of the tube G, as and for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto af?xed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

HIRAM STRAIT. 
WVitnesses: 

O. H. TYLER, 
GEO. M. PAYFER. 
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