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This invention relates to shower devices, and Vmore 
particularly to portable shower equipment especially for 
use in play areas of lawns and the like. ' 

It has long been evident that outdoor shower baths 
are particularly refreshing in hot weather due to the 
temperature of the water and evaporation thereof when 
sprayed into the air for enjoyment of children and their 
desire to play in the spray from lawn sprinklers and 
the like. However, heretofore, equipment for such 
shower baths has been in fixed location or, if portable, 
merely lawnsprinklers or otherwise improvised devices 
which create hazards of injury from `persons running 
into or otherwise coming into engagement with the equip 
ment which is usually of metal and relatively immovable. 
Also, when such devices are located in ñxed areas, 
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with broken lines indicating the direction of sprays from 
the spray hoop. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged partial sectional view through 
the base and hoop in erected position taken on the line 
3_3, FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 isa greatly enlarged partial sectional view 
through the base and portion of the hoop to illustrate 
the retaining structure thereof. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional view through 

the hoop particularly showing the spray openings therein. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings: p 
The reference numeral 1V generally designates a port 

able shower bath apparatus that generally consists of a 
base member 2 and-a shower hoop 3 with a connection 4 
for a source of water supply, as for example a hose 5, 
for delivering water to the hoop 3 to be sprayed there 
from as later described. ` 
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soggy soil develops, and those devices that are not freely i 
portable for moving to various areas of a yard can result 
in damage to lawns and the like. ' 
The principal objects of the presentl invention are to 

provide improved apparatus for play yard shower baths; 
to provide a shower bath apparatus that is particularly 
adapted for use in play yards andthe like and includ 
ing a base member with a spray hoop positioned thereon 
and normally arranged in upright relation thereto; to 
provide such a shower device wherein the base member 
has oppositely inclined ramps upon which >a personV may 
move in passing through the spray hoop with said hoop . 
having spray discharge openings for directing sprays 
generally in the direction of the path of a person moving 
over the ramps and through the hoop; to provide such 
a structure wherein the hoop is separably and movably 
connected to the base whereby theidevice can be easily 
assembled and disassembled for shipping and storage with 
relative Vsmall space requirements and when erected the 
hoop member may be swung toward the base member 
in response to forces applied against said hoop, as for 
example a child running into same; to provide such a 
structure adapted to be made of durable lightweight 
material such as plastics with all exposed portions formed 
on contours to reduce possibility of injury by a person 
coming into contact with the parts thereof; to provide 
such a shower _device wherein the base member has an 
upwardly opening groove and the hoop member is tubu 
lar and has an _arcuate portion with spaced ends ter 
minating in laterally spaced downwardly extending legs 
connected by a horizontal portion adapted to` be received 
in the transverse groove of the basemember for pivotal 
movement relative thereto with means retaining the 
horizontal portion of the hoop member in frictional 
engagement with the surfaces of the groove in the base 
member whereby the hoop member will remain in selected 
position until forcibly moved; and to provide a port 
able lightweight shower bath apparatus that is economical 
to manufacture, easily erected and moved to various 
locations and that will provide healthy entertainment for 
persons without danger of injury. ` ' 

The foregoing objects and advantages of this invention 
will become apparent from the following description 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings 
wherein are set forth by way of illustration and example 
certain embodiments of'this invention. _ ` 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shower bath appa 
ratus lembodying the features of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side lelevation of the shower apparatus 
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The base member may be of any suitable material but 
is preferably molded of synthetic resin in a structure i 
to provide strength yet lightness in weight. The base 
member includes laterally spaced side walls 6 with oppo 
sitely inclined upper portions connected by oppositely 
inclined top walls 7 and 8 that extend from ends 9 and 
1@ respectively upwardly to a center portion 11 having 
a substantially fiat upper surface 12. It is preferred that 
suitable transverse ribs 13 depend from the inclined 
top walls 7 and 8 and also from the center portion 11 
and haveA lower surfaces 14 in the same plane as the 
bottomedges V15 of the side walls and the bottom sur 
faces ‘16’ at the outer ends vof the inclined top walls 7 
and 8, all adapted to rest upon the ground or the like 
in supporting relation to the base and alsoV provide stiff 
ness tothe base for added strength. Y 
The hoop. member 3 »is preferably separably supported 

on the baseimember and adapted for swinging movement 
relative thereto in response to force applied to the hoop 
member. In the structure illustrated, `the central portion 
11 of the base member has a thickened portionand there 
is an upwardly opening groove 17 Vformed in said central ‘ 
portion, said groove extending transversely of- the base 
member for the entire> width thereof and adapted to re 
ceive a portion of the hoop member 3 therein. In'the 
structure illustrated, the hoop member is formed of a 
tubular member 1S having an axial bore 19 with the 
lower portion> of the hoop being a substantially straight 
horizontal or bottom portion 20 having a cylindrical 
periphery and received in the groove 17. The-ends of 
the horizontalportion are preferably turned upwardly to 
form spaced preferably parallelV legs 21 and 22 with the 
upper ends of the legs being'connected byV an arcuate 
portion 23 wherein the hoop defines a generally keyhole 
shape, the hoop having a height fromthe base whereby 
when the hoop is upright a child «orV other person'for 
which the apparatus is adapted can runrthr'ough the open-z. 
ing in the hoop. It'V is preferred that the‘hoop be formed 
of-a single piece of- rnaterial with the ends of the tubular 
member connected to a fitting 24A having the connection 
4 thereon. ,It is also preferred that the hoop member be 
made yof a suitable ̀ plastic and may be. extruded or other 
wise vformed and then shaped to the `desired contour 
with said plastic havingsome flexibility and resiliency 
but sufficient rigidity to normally-retain its shape. -.While 

- the hoop member 3 is shown ̀ defining a generally keyhole 
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shape,'it is to be understood that 1other suitable shapes 
could ̀ be used without departing from our invention. 
However, it is preferred that the legs 21' and 22 be -spaced 
whereby they have a greater spacing than the widthy of 
the base member to permit' the hoop member to swing 
downwardly or be’moved to a position wherein the legs 
21 and 22 are alongside of thesides 6 of the base member.> 
The hoop member 3 is separable from _the base member 
and when assembled thereon is preferably retained in 
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frictional engagement therewith whereby the hoop mem 
ber will remain in selected positions until forcibly moved. 

in the structure illustrated, the groove 17 has lesser 
depth than the diameter of the tubular member 1S and 
clamp blocks 25 extend across the `groove adjacent the 
sides of the base member and have downwardly opening 
grooves 26 to engage the upper surface of the horizontal 
portion 2G of the hoop member. Fastening devices such 
as bolts 27 are engaged with the clamp members 2S and 
extend through apertures 28 in the central portion 11 of 
the base member on opposed sides of the groove 17. It 
is preferred that some resiliency be arranged in the assem 
bly to maintain a frictional engagement between the clamp 
members 25, the hoop member and the surface of the 
groove 17, and springs could be arranged on the fasten 
ing devices. However, with the parts being made of 
synthetic resin having some flexibility, the resiliency is in 
the material of the base member, hoop member and clamp 
members whereby nuts such as wing nuts 29 are screwed 
on threaded ends 30 of the bolts 27 and moved into 
engagement with the lowerk surface 31 of the center 
portion 11 to draw the clamp members 25 into desired 
engagement with the tubular member portion 20 to hold 
same in the groove 17. 

It is preferred that the entire tubular member have 
spray discharge openings 32 spaced therealong and ar 
ranged t'o discharge generally on opposite sides of the 
hoop member. It is preferred that the apertures or spray 
openings 32 in the arcuate portion 23 be arranged to spray 
generally toward a point on the axis of the arcuate portion 
and spaced from the hoop to form opposed cone-shaped 
sprays as at 33 in FIG. 2. The spray discharge openings 
in the legs 21 and 22 preferably spray generally hori 
zontally outwardly as at 34 toward the approaches to the 
ends 9 and 16 of the ramps 7 and 8 respectively. The 
spray openings in the horizontal portion 2t) of the hoop 
member preferably spray upwardly and outwardly as at 
35 in FIG. 2. All of the spray openings in the hoop 
member are preferably arranged whereby they spray 
generally toward the approaching path of a person who 
would move on the ramps and through the hoop. 
The structure of the shower bath apparatus is such 

that it can be shipped substantially knocked down and 
requires little space for storage. In erecting the appara 
tus, the clamp members 25 are removed, the hoop mem 
ber is arranged with the horizontal portion 20 placed in 
the gr-oove 17, and then the clamp members 2.5 are ar 
ranged wherein the bolts 27 extend through the openings 
28 and the clamp members moved down against the hori 
zontal portion 20 of the hoop member 3. The nut's 29 
are then tightened to draw the clamp members down and 
apply a frictional clamping action on the portion 20 of 
the hoop member to cause said hoop to normally tend 
to remain in selected position relative to the base member 
2. The shower bath can then be easily carried to a desired 
place of use, the hoop member swung to an upright posi 
tion as illustrated in FIG. 1, and the connection 4 connected 
to a hose 5. The water can then be turned on and the 
spray will provide enjoyment as well as cool refreshing 
entertainment. The upper surfaces of the ramps 7 and 
8 preferably have grooves 36 extending transversely of 
the ramps or otherwise provided with anti-skid portions 
to reduce possibility of a person slipping thereon. Edges 
are rounded or contoured to eliminate any sharp edges or 
portions that could tend to cut or otherwise injure a per 
son. If a person should run into the hoop, it would 
swing downwardly and the movement thereof would 
reduce the force of the impact of the person, thereby 
substantially eliminating possibility of injury through con 
tact of the person with parts of the apparatus. 

It is to be understood that while We have illustrated 
and described one form of our invention, it is not to 
be limited to the specific form or arrangement of parts 
herein described and shown except insofar as such limita 
tions are included in the claims. 
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What we claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

l. A portable play yard shower bath device comprising, 
(a) a base, 
(b) a tubular hoop member having a bottom portion 
with ends extending ouwardly of said base and ter 
minating at its ends in upwardly extending connected 
side members, 

(c) means pivotally mounting the bottom portion of 
the hoop member on the base whereby said side mem 
bers are outwardly of the base permitting selective 
swinging movement of said hoop member toward the 
base, said pivotally mounting means having engage 
ment with said bottom portion to normally retain 
the hoop in selected position, 

(d) said hoop member having a water supply connec 
tion thereto, 

(e) and spray discharge openings spaced along the 
length of said hoop member and arranged to spray 
water generally toward a line normal to said hoop 
member. 

2. A portable play yard shower bath device comprising, 
(a) a base having a center portion and downwardly 

inclined ramp portions extending therefrom, 
(b) a tubular hoop member having a bottom portion 

with ends extending from the base and terminating at 
said ends in upwardly extending connected side inem 
bers, 

(c) means pivotally mounting the bottom portion of 
the hoop member on a horizontal axis transversely 
of the central portion of the base whereby the side 
members are outwardly of the base member permit 
ting selective swinging movement of said hoop mem 
ber toward said base, said pivotally mounting means 
having engagement with said bottom portion to nor 
mally retain the hoop in selected position, 

(d) said hoop member having a water supply connec 
ion thereto, 

(e) and spray discharge openings spaced along the 
length of said hoop member and arranged to spray 
water generally toward a line normal to said hoop 
member. ' 

3. A portable play yard shower bath device as specified 
in claim 2 wherein the ramp portions have grooved upper 
faces to provide anti-skid surfaces thereon. 

4. A portable play yard shower bath device comprising, 
(a) a base having a center portion and downwardly 

inclined ramp portions extending therefrom, 
(b) a tubular hoop member having a horizontal por 

tion terminating at its ends in upwardly extending 
connected side members, 

(c) means pivotally mounting the horizontal portion 
of the hoop member on the central portion of the 
base transversely of the direction of the ramps with 
the side members and the base associated to per 
mit selective swinging movement of said hoop mem 
ber toward the ramps, said pivotally mounting means 
having engagement with said bottom portion to nor 
mally retain the hoop in selected position, 

(d) said hoop member having a water supply con~ 
nection thereto, 

(e) and spray discharge openings spaced along the 
length of said hoop member and arranged to spray 
water generally in the direction of the path over the 
ramps. 

5. A portable play yard shower bath device as specified 
in claim 4 wherein the side members of the hoop member 
are spaced outwardly from sides of the base member. 

6. A portable play yard shower bath device comprising, 
(a) a base having a center portion and downwardly 

inclined ramp portions extending therefrom, 
(b) a tubular hoop member having a horizontal por 

tion extending transversely of the base with ends 
outwardly from the sides of the base member, said 
hoop member having sides extending from the ends 
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of the horizontal portion with said sides connected 
by an arcuate portion spaced upwardly from the 
base member yto deñne an opening through which a 
person may pass in moving over the ramps, 

(c) clamp members on the base member in engage 
ment with the horizontal portion of the hoop mem 
ber and cooperating with the base member to pivot 
ally mount said hoop member for swinging move 
ment about a horizontal portion axis, _ 

(d) means connected to said base and clamp members 
to tighten saidclamp members against said hoop por 
tion to resist swinging movement thereof and thereby 
retain same in selected position', 

(e) and means in a side portion of the hoop member 
for connection with a source of water supply, 

(f) said hoop member having spray discharge openings 
spaced along the length thereof and arrangedto 
spray water generally in the direction of the path 
over said ramps. 

'7, A portable play yard shower bath device comprising, 
(a) a base having a center portion and downwardly in 

clined ramp portions extending therefrom, 
(b) an upwardly opening groove in said central por 

tion of the base and extending transversely thereof, 
(c) a tubular hoop member having a horizontal por 

tion positioned in the upwardly opening groove in 
the center portion of the base member, said horizon` 
tal portion of the hoop member having ends extending 
outwardly of said groove in the base member and 
terminating in side portions extending therefrom and 
çonnected by an arcuate portion spaced upwardly 
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from the base member to define an opening through 
which a person may pass in moving over the ramps, 

(d) clamp members on the base member extending 
_ across the groove therein in engagement with the 
horizontal portion of the hoop member in said 
groove and cooperating with said base member to 
pivotally’ mount the hoop Vmember for swinging 
movement about a horizontal portion axis, 

(e) means connected to said base and clamp mem 
bers to tighten said clamp members against said 
horizontal portion of the hoop portion to friction 
ally retain same in selected position and permit 
swinging movement of the hloop member when 
struck or forced toward the ramp portions, 

(f) and means in a side portion of the hoop member 
for connection with a source ofv water supply, 

l(g) said hoop member having spray discharge open 
ings spaced along the length thereof and arranged 
to spray water generally in the direction of the path 
over said ramps. 
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