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This invention relates to dredging cans for powders, 
condiments and the like and has particular reference 
to a slip top closure which is free of depressions or 
sunken areas wherein the product may accumulate after 
the can has been opened, and which provides a con 
venient and reliable stacking feature. 
Many of the powdered and spice products marketed 

today are sold in a can which is provided with a dis 
pensing opening which is disposed in a depressed or 
countersunk panel of a top end member which is se 
cured by a double seam to the can body, the dispensing 
opening being covered by a sliding dredge to protect the 
contents. This construction is somewhat objectionable 
because the top countersunk end member presents a hol 
low or depression wherein the product collects during 
use. Further, it is difficult to stack cans of this type 
because both the top and bottom ends of the can are 
outlined by double seams having similar dimensions and 
which thus provide no positive interlocking engagement 
between superposed cans. 
The present invention contemplates overcoming these 

difficulties by providing a slip top closure for dredge 
cans having its upper marginal edge portion stepped in 
wardly to provide a raised panel in which the dispens 
ing opening is located, which panel is smooth, easy to 
wipe and keep clean. The inwardly stepped portion of 
the slip top closure carries a dredge slide and is so di 
mensioned that both it and the slide ?t into a conven 
tional countersunk bottom end member which forms 
the opposite end of the can, thus facilitating easy stack 
ing of like cans one upon the other. > 
An object of the instant invention is the provision of 

a dredging can having a slip top closure provided with 
a raised central panel which is smooth, easy to wipe and 
keep clean, and which provides a neat, pleasing appear 
ance. 

Another object is the provision of a slip top closure 
provided with a raised, stepped, portion extending above 
the friction wall of the closure, which raised portion 
of the closure is insertable into a countersunk area of 
a bottom end member to permit stacking of similar cans. 
A further object is the provision of a slip top closure 

which is easy to apply to ?lled cans to enable packers 
to close such cans by means of a simple type of pressure 
closing tool Without the use of more expensive double 
seaming equipment. a ' 

Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven~ 
tion will be apparent as it is better understood from the 
following description, which, taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, discloses a preferred em 
bodiment thereof. 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a can or con 

tainer embodying the instant invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of 

the upper part of the container taken substantially along 
a vertical plane indicated by the lines 2—2 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged transverse sectional View taken 

substantially along a vertical plane at right angles to 
FIG. 2 as indicated by the line 3—3 in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a vertical elevation showing an end view 
of the container illustrated in FIG. 1 and illustrating 
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the container in a stacked arrangement with another 
container of like construction. 
As a preferred and exemplary embodiment of the in 

vention, the drawing illustrates an all metal can or con 
tainer having a rectangular body 11 formed with side 
'wallsrl2 and end walls 13. The lower end of the can 
is closed by a bottom end member 14 which is secured 
to the body 13-1 in any suitable manner as by a multi 
layer double seam 15 (FIGS. 1 and 4). The bottom 
end member 14 includes a recessed imperforate panel 
portion 16 and a vertical annular countersink Wall 17 
(FIG. 4) which comprises the inner layer 
seam 15. 

At the upper end of the can body 11 (FIGS. 2 and 
3), the side and end Walls 12, 13 form a marginal edge 
portion or friction rim 1% which terminates in a raw edge 
in which is slightly bent or directed inwardly. Bordering 
upon and just below the friction rim 18, the body Walls 
l2, 13 are strengthened by an outwardly directed bead 
2t) which extends entirely around the can body. 
The upper end of the can body 11 is closed by a slip 

top closure 21 which is engageable over the open end 
or mouth of the can. The top closure 21 preferably 
is formed from a single blank and includes a raised 
imperforate panel 22 which is reduced in its longitudinal 
and transverse dimensions from the side and end dimen 
sions of the can by virtue of a circumferential step 23 
which is formed at the upper edge of the closure 21. 
The panel 22 preferably is ?at, rectangular in outline 
and comprises the uppermost wall of the can. 

' The step 25 at the outer peripheral edge of the panel 
22 comprises opposing pairs of vertical side walls 24 
and vertical end walls 25 and horizontal side walls 26 
and horizontal end walls 27. 
The top closure 21 also includes a depending ?ange 

or skirt 28 which extends downwardly from the outer 
periphery of the step 23 for frictional engagement with 
the friction rim 3% of the body 11 for securing the top 
closure 21 thereon (FIGS. 2 and 3). 
A one-piece dredge slide member 29 is slidably dis 

posed on the ?at closure panel 22. To insure a simple 
and effective sliding connection for the slide member 
29, oppositely disposed longitudinal side portions thereof 
are bent downwardly and slightly inwardly to form slide 
?anges 3d. These slide ?anges 3t) snap over the longi 
tudinal edges of the panel 22 and snugly engage beneath 
undercut surfaces or slideways 31 which are indented 
into the vertical side walls 24 of the step 23 (FIGS. 
1 and 3). The undercut surfaces or slideways 31 ex 
tend along a major part of the side walls 24 intermediate 
their ends, the end portions of the side walls being un 
indented so that they may serve as stops to retain the 
slide member 29 in position on the panel 22. 
The slide ?anges 30 are normally bent inwardly at an 

angle somewhat greater than the angle at which the slide 
ways 31 are disposed so that they are biased outwardly 
by the slideways 31. As a result, the natural spring of 
the metal slide member 29 tends to pull the slide member 
29 downwardly, thus insuring relatively close contact— 
ing engagement between the lower surface of the slide 
member 29 and the upper surface of the panel 22 while 
permitting it to he slid along the panel 22 to selected 
positions thereon. 
With the slide mern er 29 in the position on the can, 

illustrated in FIG. 1, the slide member 29 is effective 
initially for covering and protecting a dispensing open 
ing 32 which is disposed in the panel 22. This open 
ing 32 may be in the form of a segment of a circle out 
lined by a chord line 33 joined at its opposite ends by an 
arcuate line 34. If desired, the opening 32 may be a 
potential opening which is initially de?ned by a re 
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movable portion 35 of the panel 22. In such event, the 
panel 22 would be provided with lines of weakening 
which may be partially or fully cut through the wall of 
the panel 22 along the lines 33, 34, at least one portion 
of the line 33 being left uncut or unscored to serve as a 
hinge to prevent the removable portion from falling into 
the contents when the removable portion 35 is pressed in 
wardly to create the dispensing opening 32 in the panel 22. 

In order to facilitate the movement of the slide mem 
ber 29 on the panel 22, it is formed with a plurality of 
ridges or raised ?nger engaging corrugations 36 as best 
illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings. 
The slide member 29 also is formed to provide for 

sifting dispensing of the contents following the opening 
of the can. The slide‘member 29 thus is pierced at 
arcuately spaced intervals to provide a plurality of sifter 
‘perforations 37 disposed inwardly of and along a mar 
ginal edge of the slide member (FIG. 1) in parallelism 
to the arcuate line 34. ' 

In order to provide a substantially sift-proof seal be 
tween the upper edge portion of the can body 11 and 
the top closure 21, an annular gasket 38, preferably 
formed of paper, is inserted within the skirt 28 of the 
top closure 21. FIGURES 2 and 3 illustrate the gasket 
38 disposed directly beneath the step 23 so that the 
upper raw edge 19 of the can body 11 may engage against 
and actually be embedded in the gasket 38. The gasket 
38 is rectangular in outline, having side and end por 
tions which are relatively narrow to provide a full rec 
tangular opening 39 therein. 

It is readily seen how the instant type can easily 
be ?lled through its open mouth with powder or granu 
lar material prior to application of the closure 21 and 
thereafter easily covered and closed by simply pressing 
the top closure 21 onto the can without the use of ex 
pensive can seaming equipment. 
When it is desired to open the can for dispensing 

of the contents, the slide member 29 ?rst is shifted to 
the right from the position shown in FIG. 1 to uncover 
the removable portion 35. Thereafter, the portion 35 
is pressed inwardly to create the dispensing opening 32 
in the panel 22. 

Following the opening of the can, the slide closure 
member 29 may be moved selectively to sifting, pouring 
or closing position by manipulation of the ?nger engaging 
ridges 36. When the slide member 29 is moved to a 
position slightly to the right of the position shown in 
FIG. 1, the sifter perforations 37 are broughtinto align 
ment with the dispensing opening 32 and the can becomes 
eifective for sifting dispensing. 

Further movement of the slide member 29 to the 
right completely uncovers the dispensing opening 32 in 
the panel 22 and the can becomes effective for either 
pouring of the contents directly from the can or for 
measured dispensing. When this latter means of dis 
pensing is desired, a spoon may be inserted through the 
dispensing opening 32 and measured amounts of the 
contents withdrawn from the can. 

Reference is made to FIG. 1 of the drawing wherein 
it is readily seen that the upper end of the instant con 
tainer is void of depressions or sunken areas wherein 
the product or other matter may collect. 
As seen in FIG. 4, cans embodying the principles 

of the instant invention may be arranged in superposed 
stacked relation with the stepped upper end portion of 
the bottom can inserted into the countersunk bottom 
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4 
end of the top can, the horizaontal walls 26, 27 of the 
step 23 providing a stable surface for the upper can and 
the vertical walls 24, 25 preventing relative lateral move 
ment of the cans. 

It is thought that the invention and many of its at 
tendant advantages will be undersood from the fore 
going description, and it will be apparent that various 
changes may be made in the form, construction and ar 
rangement of the parts without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention or sacrificing all of its ma 
terial advantages, the form hereinabove described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 

1 claim: 
1. A container for powdered and granular products 

comprising a rectangular container body having an open 
end and a surrounding marginal edge portion, a slip top 
closure ‘for said container having a raised panel, a 
surrounding marginal step bordering upon said panel in 
cluding pairs of vertical side Walls and vertical end 
walls and pairs of horizontal side Walls and horizontal 
end walls, a slideway formed in each of said vertical 
side walls, and a skirt depending directly from said 
horizontal side walls and said horizontal end walls said 
skirt having frictional engagement with said marginal 
edge portion of said body for securing said top closure 
in position on the open end of said container, and a 
slide member for the container having sliding engage 
ment on the upper surface of said panel for covering 
a dispensing opening in said panel and for protecting 
the container contents, said slide member being pro 
vided with a pair of depending slide ?anges which fric 
tionally engage against the slideways of said vertical side 
walls, said slide member having at least one perforation 
therein, which perforation is registrable with said dis 
pensing opening in said panel when said slide member 
is shifted to permit sifting of the container contents. 

2. The container of claim 1 wherein said slideways 
are inwardly inclined and said slide ?anges along the 
opposite side portions of said slide member are bent 
to extend downwardly and inwardly to engage the in 
clined slideways and are biased outwardly by said slide 
ways to pull said slide member downwardly against said 
top closure and to retain said slide member on said 
panel. 

3. The container of claim 2 wherein stop means are 
provided on the vertical side Walls of said top closure for 
preventing edge portions at the opposite ends of the 
slide member from sliding 0E said panel. 

4. The container of claim 3 wherein the container body 
is rectangular in its transverse cross section and the raised 
panel is of substantially the same con?guration having 
its lateral and longitudinal dimensions reduced from the 
side and end dimensions of the container body and 
wherein the container body is closed at its bottom end 
by a bottom end member having a recessed panel and 
a vertical annular wall so that the raised panel and slide 
member of one container are insertable into the bottom 
end member of a like container for arranging the con 
tainers in stacked relation. 
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