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This invention relates to luggage and more particularly 
to a carrying case of the general type known as a catalogue 
or brief case. 
An objective of this invention is to provide an improved‘ 

carrying case that is not only stronger, but allows the 
flap closure to open out fully and easily, and yet is more 
economical to manufacture; 

Another objective of this invention is to provide an im 
proved carrying case, of the catalogue or brief case type, 
having overlapping ?aps, as a closure, with improved 
means for connecting the flaps to the sides- of the case 
which also serves as reinforcing beads along the upper 
edges‘ of the sides of the case and to resist wear. 

In accordance with the‘ general features of this inven 
tion, there is provided in a vcarrying case or luggage bag 
having sides with opposite movable closure ?aps adapted 
to overlap each other, movable means'for connecting-the 
?aps to the sides, each comprising atpivotal- hingedcon 
nection between an edge of each side and its associated 
?ap. , ‘ ' I , p ,_ , 

Still another feature of the invention relates to the con 
necting of the closure flaps of the bag to the sides by means 
of elongated piano hinges. ' v 

Yet another feature or" the invention relates to providing 
hinges between closure flaps and sides .of'a'bag, each of 
which has hinge plates connected by a common hinge 
pin with the plates embedded in the sides and ?aps of the 
bag_ ‘ : ‘ a - _v( , v . . 

A further feature of the invention relates to providing 
a carrying case having overlapping closure‘ ?aps with 
hinges, each of which includes plate portionsprovided 
with spaced holes, each of a size to'receive'a sewing ma 
chine needle and with the plate portions secured to the 
?aps and sides by stitching passing through the holes and» 
the material ofthe iiaps and sides. . a - - ~ 

‘ Another and still further feature of ‘theinvention relates 
to the provision'of a carrying case wherein-'upper'edges- of 
its sides are offset with'relation to adjoining edges of the 
top closure ?aps so that at each junction there isprovided 
an elongated space in which an elongated piano hinge is 
disposed'for connecting the’?ap' to the‘side with the-hinge‘ 
in substantial ?ush relation ‘to me adjoining exterior'sur 
faces ofthe‘?ap'and side.‘v w . _. '. ' z _> 

Another feature of, the invention relates to the provision 
of piano hinge connections between closure'?aps-ofa bag 
and adjoining sides'ofsuch construction and arrangement 
that the hinges‘ perforrn- the-multipurpose of providing 
for the pivoting ofthe-liaps, of 'maintainingthe sidesxof 
the bag vertical at theopeniend and of resisting collapsing 
of the sides." ‘ i l, ' f I, . i. .1 ... l 

.Other‘objects and i'dvantages of this invention will more 
fully appear from the following detailed description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings which illus 
irate a similar embodiment ther'e'of-j-and inwhichi. . ' 
FIGURE 1 is: aperspec'tive view of 'a'i‘casei or; eni 

bodying the feature'efthisiinyention and showing-the upper 
closure‘ flaps} when: open,‘yini dotted line positions; 
FIGURE‘ 2 ‘is varrenlarged’fragmentary cross-sectional 

view-taken substantially along the‘lin'e ll;ll. ‘of-FIGURE 
1, {and showing in dotted lines one of the ‘closure ‘?aps in 
openposition; and. , ‘ :' '-? 

)FIGURE'S is a fragmentary planview of a side and 
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and showing portions broken away to illustrate the hinge 
plate portions sandwiched between the plies of the side and 
?ap, as well as showing the stitching through the holes in: 
such hinge portions.’ 
As shown on the drawings: _ . 

The carrying case or luggage bag embodying my inven 
tion is designated generally in FIGURE 1 by the reference 
numeral 10. With. the exception of hardware, it may be 
made of my suitable sheet materiahsuch for, example, as 
multi-ply plastic material or multi-ply leather-like mate 
rial. This bag has vertical sides 11,,which are integrally , 
connected through a bottom 12 so that the sides and the 
bottom, in reality, can comprise onesheet of material. 

a The sides 11 are spaced apart byle'nds l3 suitably attached . 
or sewn at its edges 14 to the sides and the bottom. 
The upper end of this bag, while formed open, is adapt 

ed to be closed by means of overlappingclosure ?aps 15 
and 16 comprising primarily'extensions of the bag‘sid'es 11. 
The underlying ?ap 16 can be'provided with a suitable 
handle 17 of a size to project through a slot 13 in the 
overlapping flapl?. . < _, , V . 

The bag maybe provided with the customary hardware, 
such for example, 'as latches or looks 19.—19, which may 
be of any conventional construction for latching or lock 
ing the overlapping ?aplS to .the‘underlying?ap 16. 
The foregoing described portions ‘of my bag are more or 

less conventional and my invention particularly relates to 
the manner in which the ?aps 15116 areattached to/the 
parallel vertical bag sides 11. V . ' " 

,Heretofore, it has been common practice'to make the 
flaps integral with the sides and to depend upon the mate 
rial itself to serve as .a pivotal connection between the ?aps 
and thesides. This, however, had disadvantages in that 
the top. portions of‘ the sides would tend to collapse. 
Moreover, after repeated usage, the material vof the sides 
and ?aps, at their junctions, would tend to buckle and in 
fact, to abrade and wear out. v . , v ‘ 

.Now‘it will be appreciated‘ that the merchandising of 
bags of this type involves a highly competitive business‘, 
and that, hence, any improvements that are made must 
take into consideration the economy of the bag with refer- 
ence to its cost of manufacture. I propose accordance 
with the feature of this invention to reinforce greatly and 
to increase the longevity. of a bag of the present'chara'cter 
without detracting from the competitive marketingjof the 
same. -> V _ 7 ~ 

To the foregoing end, there is provided between each 
?ap 1546 and the associated bag sides 11, alnovel piano 
hinge joint designated generally by the reference charac- . 
ter 24?. Since the joint at each side is identical, .a descripe 

' tion of one will-su?ice for both. > 

The pianohinge structure '21} is more fully disclosed 
in FIGURES 2 and 3,’ and may- be made’ of‘any suitable 
relativelyrigid material, such as metal or even of strong 
plastic material. The hinge is of'a conventionalqpiano 
hinge type and embodies pivotal hinge. plates; 21' and 22, 
through alignedeyes- 21a- and 22a. of whichithere is. a 
common hinge oripivotallpin,-or~pintle 23.. v " i 

1 Plate 22 “of '-the- hinge ‘is sandwiched between :plies 
lla and 11b of one side 51, and sewing machine‘. stitching 
24 extends through holes 25 ingtheplate to fasten the 
plate to the plies. Similarly, the'otherplate 21 is sand 
wiched between plies-15a and'lSbbf-aflap .l?jand‘ has 
stitching 26 through spaced holes-‘27 indie-plate 23 ‘for 
'anchoringthdplate-tothe-?ap; ~ I " 

i The‘ holes ,25 and-275111 ‘the hingeplatesare 'ofr‘a‘size 
'to permit-a; sewing machine needle toipass freely through 
the“ same as the- hinge plate-isbeing stitched" in sand 
wiched relation to~the adjoiningpliesof material. elf 
it is'so desired, the plies of material, may beprepunched 
‘to provide -ho1es:for alignment with .theholes inthe 
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plates so as to facilitate stitching. Of course, it will be 
appreciated that other suitable means may be employed 
for fastening the hinge plates to the sides 11 and the ad 
joining flaps such for illustration as a plastic cement. 
Now, referring particularly to FIGURE 2, it will be 

noted that in "the case of each ?ap 15-16, its edge ad 
joining the side 11 is offset inwardly so as to de?ne a 
longitudinal space 30 between the adjoining edges of 
each flap and side. This space is of a size to receive 
the hinged area of the hinges including the aligned hinge 
eyes or rounded hinged portions 21a and 22a so that the 
hinged area will appear to be substantially ?ush with the 
adjoining exterior surfaces of the ?ap and side. 

Actually, the location of the hinge 29 in the longitu 
dinal space 30 protects the adjoining edges of the ?ap and 
side and more important, reinforces the side at its tipper 
most extremity so as to resist buckling or giving in of 
the side. Another advantage is that each hinge serves 
as a buffer or bead at the top of the bag to minimize 
wear and tear and abrading at the upper end of the 
bag in the use of the same. 
From the foregoing, it is clear that each hinge, which, 

of course, is preferably made of metal construction, not 
only performs the purpose of providing a pivotal con 
nection between the bag sides 11 and the adjoining ?aps, 
but in addition, comprises a reinforcement for resist 
ing buckling or giving in of the side and for protecting 
the adjoining edges of the sides and ?aps from abrading 
contact with other objects. 7 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a luggage bag including multi-ply sides with 

opposite movable multi-ply closure ?aps adapted to over 
lap each other to'close an open end of the bag, a pivotal 
hinge connection between an edge of each side and an 
edge of its associated ?ap comprising an elongated piano 
type hinge, there being one hinge on each side of the bag _ 
at its open end, said sides and ?aps being made of multi 
ply sheet material and said hinge including plates con 
nected by a common hinge pin and one plate having 
a portion extending between and embedded in plies of a’ 
side and the other plate having a portion extending be 
tween and embedded in plies of a ?ap, said plate por 
tions each having spaced holes each of a size to receive 
a sewing machine needle and said hinge plate portions 
being secured to said ?ap and side by stitching passing 
through said holes and through the plies of said ?ap 
and side. ‘ a 

2. In a luggage bag including multi-ply sides with 
opposite movable multi-ply closure ?aps adapted'to over 
lap each other to close an ‘open end of the bag, a pivotal 
hinge connection between an edge of each side and an 
edge of its associated ?ap comprising an elongated piano 
type hinge, there being one hinge one each side of the 
bag at its open end, said sides and ?aps being made of 
multi-ply sheet material and said hinge including plates 
having hinge eyes’ connected by a common hinge pin 
and one plate having a portion extending between and 
embedded in plies of a side and the other plate having a 
portion extending'between and embedded in plies of a 
flap, said plate portions each having spaced holes each 
of a size to receive a sewing machine needle and said 
hinge plate portions being secured'to said ?ap and side 
by stitching passing through said holes and through the 
plies of said flap and sides, the hinged edges of said 
flap and side being offset relative to each other when the 
?ap is in closed position, thus de?ning an elongated 
space in which the joined hinge eyes of the piano type 
hinge are disposed in substantially ?ush relation with the 
exterior surfaces of the ?ap and side. ‘ ' ~ 

3. In a luggage bag including multi-ply side with op-_ 
posite movable multi-ply closure ?aps'adapted to over 
lap each other to close an open end of the bag, a pivotal 
hinge connection between an edge of each siderand an 
edge of its associated ?ap comprising an elongated piano 
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type hinge, there being one hinge on each side of the 
bag at its open end, said sides and flaps being made of 
multi-ply sheet material and said hinge including plates 
having hinge eyes connected by a cmmon hinge pin 
and one plate having a portion extending between and 
embedded in plies of a side and the other plate having a 
portion extending between and embedded in plies of a 
?ap, said plate portions each having spaced holes each of 
a size to receive a sewing machine needle and said hinge 
plate portions being secured to said ?ap and side by 
stitching passing through said holes and through the plies 
of said ?ap and side, the hinged edges of said ?ap and 
side being offset relative to each other when the ?ap is 
in closed position, thus de?ning an elonvated space in 
which the joined hinge eyes of the piano type hinge are 
disposed in substantially ?ush relation with the exterior 
surfaces of the ?ap and side, said hinges comprising 
reinforcement between the ?aps and the bag sides for 
maintaining the bag sides at the open end of the bag 
vertical and to resist collapsing of said sides. 

4. In a luggage bag including sides with opposite 
movable closure ?aps adapted to overlap each other to 
close an open end of the bag, a pivotal hinge connec 
tion between an edge of each side and an edge of its as 
sociated ?ap comprising an elongated hinge, there being 
one on each side of the bag at its open end, said sides 
and ?aps being made of sheet material and said hinge 
including plates connected by hinge means and one plate 
having a portion extending in lapping engagement with 
the'sheet material of a side and the other plate having a 
portion extending in lapping engagement with the sheet 
material of a ?ap, said plate portions each having spaced 
holes each of a size to receive a sewing machine needle 
and said hinge plate portions being secured to said ?ap 
and side by stitching passing through said holes and 
through the sheet material of said ?ap and side. 

5. In a luggage bag including sides with opposite mov 
able closure ?aps adapted to overlap each other to close 
an open end of the bag, a pivotal hinge connection be 
tween an edge of each side and an edge of its associated 
?ap comprising an elongated metallic hinge, there being 
one on each side of the bag at its open end, said sides 
and ?aps being made of multi-ply sheet material and said 
hinges each including plates connected by hinge means 
and one plate having a portion extending in lapping en 
gagement between plies of the sheet material of a side 
and the other plate having a portion extending in lapping 
engagement between plies of the sheet material of a ?ap, 
said plate portions each having spaced holes, and stitch 
ing means extended through said holes and through the 
sheet material of said flap and side securing one of said 
plate portions with said ?ap and the other of said plate 
portions with said side. 

6. In a luggage bag including multi-ply sides with oppof 
site 'rnovable multi-ply closure ?aps adapted to overlap 
each other to close'an open end of the bag, a pivotal hinge 
connection between an edge of each side and an edge of 
its associated ?ap comprising an elongated piano type 
hinge, there being one hinge on each side of the bag at its 
open end, said sides and ?aps being made of multi-ply 
sheet material and said hinge including plates having 
hinge eyes connected by a common hinge pin and one 
plate having a portion extending between and embedded 
-in plies of a side and the other plate having a portion exi 
tending between and embedded in plies of a ?ap, said plate 
portions each having spaced holes, and means extended 
through said holes and through the plies of said ?ap and 
side securing said hinge plate portions to said flap and 
side, the hinged edges of said ?ap and- side being offset 
relative to each other when the ?ap is ‘in closed position, 
thus de?ning an elongated space in which the joined hinge 
eyes of the elongated piano edge are disposed in substan 
tially ?ush relation wtih the exterior surfaces of the ?ap 
and side, said hinge plates comprising reinforcements be 
tween the ?aps and the bag sides for maintaining the 
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bag sides at the open end of the bag vertical and to resist 
collapsing of said sides. 

7. In a luggage bag including multi-ply sides with oppo 
site movable multi-ply closure ?aps adapted to overlap 
each other to close an open end of the bag, a pivotal 
hinge connection between an edge of each side and an 
edge of its associated ?ap comprising an elongated piano 
type hinge, there being one hinge on each side of the bag 
at its open end, said sides and ?aps being made of multi 
ply sheet material and said hinge including plates having 
hinge eyes connected by a common hinge pin and one 
plate having a portion extending along piles ‘of an asso 
ciated one of said sides and‘ the other plate having a 
portion extending along plies of an associated one of 
said ?aps, said plate portions each having spaced holes, 
and means extended through said holes and through the 
plies of said ?ap and side securing said hinge plate por 
tions to said flap and side, the hinged edges of said flap 
and side being offset relative to each other When the ?ap 
is in closed position, thus de?ning an elongated space in 
which the joined hinge eyes of the elongated piano type 
hinge are disposed in substantially ?ush relation with the 
exterior surfaces of the flap and side, said hinge plates 
comprising reinforcements between the ?aps and the bag 
sides for maintaining the bag sides at the open end of the 
bag vertical and to resist collapsing of said sides. 
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