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The invention relates generally to instructional devices 
and more particularly to a golf instructional device for 
properly positioning the player with respect to his golf 
stance and the ball. 
The invention is directed to a device which may be 

placed upon the ground, properly oriented with‘respect 
to the desired direction of ?ight of the golf ball and by 
means of which the player may be positioning himself 
with respect to the proper stance relative to the golf ball. 
The invention has among its objects the production of 

an instructional device which is extremely simple in con 
struction, completely portable and compact enough to be. 
carried in or on a golf bag, whereby it can be used on a 
golf course as well as in practice. 
Another object of the invention is the production of 

such a device which may be readily set to the individual 
player’s requirements and which may bev utilized for 
either left or right handed players. ' 
A further object of the invention is the'production of 

such a device which, in one very. simple unit, may pro 
vide a guide to the player for substantially all of the me 
chanical operations involved in hitting a shot insofar as 
the same may be capable of incorporation in a supple 
mentary instructional aid. Thus, the device may be de 
signed to incorporate a guide for the individual’s feet, 
for the position of the ball with respect to the golfer’s 
stance, may be employed for each of the various clubs 
and shots, as well as providing a means for accurate 
alignment of the player’s stance and ball with respect to 
the desired direction of ?ight, the proper selection of a 
club dependent upon the distance involved, and imparting 
to the golfer a visual indication of the nature of his swing. 
Many other objects and advantages of the construction 

herein shown and described will be obvious ‘to those 
skilled in the art from the disclosure herein given. 
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To this end my invention consists in the novel construc- ‘ ‘ 
tion, arrangement and combination of parts herein shown 
and described and more particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. ‘ 

In the drawings wherein like reference characters indi 
cate like or corresponding parts: 

FIG. 1 is a topv plan view of an instructional device 
embodying the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken approximately on the 
line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken approximately on the 
line 3-3 of FIG. 1; and ‘ a a - 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3 illustrating 
the parts in folded position. 
The invention contemplates the utilization of a base 

structure, preferably in the form of an open frame which 
is designed to be placed on the ground and oriented in the 
direction desired in the ?ight of the ball, the latter being 
placed inside the frame. Carried by the structure is suit 
able indicia means enabling the user to properly position 
his feet with respect to the ball and also provide a guide 
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to the user’s swing preceding and following impact. 
Thus, the device may be carried in or on the bag and may 
be employed with each golf shot on the course or may be 
employed on driving ranges or during practice sessions. 
The device is preferably so designed that it may be 

readily adjusted to the user’s individual requirements and 
may be employed for either right or left handed golfers. 

Referring to the drawings, the reference numeral 1 in 
dicates generally a base structure, illustrated in the pres 
ent embodiment, in the form of a frame-like structure 
having a pair of parallel, longitudinally extending side 
members 2 connected at their forward ends by a V-shaped 
head portion 3 and at their rear ends by a tail portion 4, 
thereby having a general arrow-like con?guration. The 
frame 1 may be made from any suitable material, as for 
example, and preferably, a suitable plastic which will 
have sufficient rigidity to insure the frame structure 
maintaining the desired shape, but having su?‘icient ?exi 
bility to permit distortion thereof without danger of 
breakage or the like. While the base structure may be 
fabricated as a single piece, as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 3 
and 4, the base structure may be longitudinally divided 
into two sections and connected by respective hinge struc 
tures 5 and 6 located respectively at the front and rear 
ends of the device. Thus, the device may be readily 
folded up to approximately half its width. Normally the 
device will have a length of slightly over four feet and 
an overall width of approximately sixteen inches. Thus, 
upon folding longitudinally the overall width would be 
approximately half that and if made of a ?exible material 
it could be folded back upon itself longitudinally. 

Disposed on the lower longitudinal member 2, as 
viewed in FIG. 1, are a plurality of markers or tabs 7L, 
7R, W and 12, I3, 14, 15, I5, I7, 1g,' and I9 Which form in 
dicia means, for indicating both the proper position of 
the feet of the user and the location of the ball for the 
particular club to be employed. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, which discloses the construc 

tion of the respective markers, each marker comprises a 
generally ?at horizontally extending portion or face 7 
having downwardly depending leg portions 8 disposed in 
spaced parallel relation and ‘terminating at their free ends 
in respective inwardly directed ?ange portions 9 adapted 
to underlie the bottom face of the member 2 of the base 
structure. The legs 8 and flanges 9 are so proportioned 
that they will ?rmly grip the associated longitudinal 
member 2 so that when positioned on the latter they will 
not be inadvertently moved out of their set position, but 
have sufficient ?exibility that adjustment may be made 
when desired by applying ?rm pressure to the marker 
whereby the same may be slid along the member 2. Nor 
mally the markers will be so constructed that the leg 
portions 8 have su?icient ?exibility to permit their being 
sprung downwardly upon the member 2 to the position 
illustrated in FIG. 2. ‘ ' 

To employ ‘the device, the user by means of profes 
sional instruction or otherwise is positioned with his feet 
disposed in the proper stance and tabs 7L and 7R are 
adjusted to indicate the span between the toe of each‘foot 
F illustrated in dotted lines in FIG. 1, following which 
the remaining markers are suitably adjusted to the indi 
vidual, this preferably also being done by a professional. 
After proper adjustment of the device, the player may 
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place the ‘latter on the ground and tee up his ball B indi 
cated in dotted lines in FIG. 1, centered between the 
longitudinal members 2 and aligned transversely with the 
marker corresponding to the club which is to be employed 
in the particular shot. Thus, in the particular example 
of FIG. 1, the ball B is illustrated as being positioned for 
an iron shot with a number 5 iron as indicated by the 
marker I5. 

If the shot called for was a wood shot, the ball would 
be set opposite the marker W. Thus, in the case of tee 
shots or practice shots, the device may be placed upon 
the ground, the ball properly positioned for the club in 
volved and the player then takes his stance with his feet 
opposite the foot markers 7L and 7R. If the shot is to 
be played off of the fairway, the player aligns the device 
whereby the longitudinal axis thereof coincides with the 
direction of ?ight desired, with the ball centered between 
the longitudinal members 2 following which the stance is 
again taken in accordance with the positions of the foot 
markers ‘7L and ‘TR. 

It will be noted that in the case of the construction 
illustrated, the hinges 5 and 6 project slightly above the 
rim portions of the portion 4 and the head portion 3 there 
by forming sighting means whereby the player may ac 
curately align the axis of the base structure 1 with the 
?ag or other object which represents or indicates the de 
sired direction of ?ight of the ball. It will be apparent 
that while I have illustrated the device as preferably being 
hinged longitudinally, if desired the entire base structure 
could be molded as a single integral structure, whereby no 
hinge portions would be required, in which case, if desired, 
an upwardly extending projection or sight could be formed 
at opposite ends of the base structure serving the same 
sighting function as the portions of the hinges 5 and 6 
just described. 

It will be apparent from the above description that the 
device performs substantially all orientation functions with 
respect to the player, his stance and relationship to the 
ball and, if desired, the proper club to employ. Thus, 
the markers 7L and 7R when once adjusted to the indi 
vidual user’s stance enables him to readily take the proper 
stance merely by lining his or her feet with the correspond 
ing guide markers. Likewise, when so adjusted, the device 
will teach the proper position from which the ball should 
be hit in relation to the golfer’s stance and automatically 
adjusts the same in accordance with the particular club 
to be used. As the golfer’s stance will be properly ori 
ented with respect to the desired line of ?ight of the ball, 
and as the longitudinal members 2 extending in parallel 
relation within the same direction as the desired line of 
?ight, improved direction should result and a well de 
veloped or grooved swing may ultimately be obtained. 
The invention also may be employed in connection with 

the playing of a round of golf and provides a criteria 
by means of which the player may determine the proper 
club to use for any particular shot. Thus, after estimat 
ing the distance required, the user may refer to the mark 
ers I, each of which is preferably marked with the approxi 
mate yardage range of the club involved providing ball 
locating indicia means including means for indicating the 
approximate distance range for the respective clubs in 
volved so that upon determination or estimation of the 
yardage, and selection of the corresponding club, the de 
vice is properly oriented with respect to the ball and the 
line of ?ight, the proper stance taken by the user, and the 
shot then made. . 

While the invention is illustrated in FIG. 1 with respect 
to the right handed player obviously the markers may be 
moved to the opposite longitudinal member 2 and placed in 
reverse order whereby they will be properly positioned 
for a left handed player. > 

It will be appreciated from the above description that 
the invention enables the user to properly orient his stance 
with the ball and the line of ?ight desired in accordance 
with the particular club selected and thus eliminate these 
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considerations, enabling the player to concentrate on ob 
taining a smooth proper swing. ' 
Having thus described my invention, it is obvious that 

various immaterial modi?cations may be made in the 
same without departing from the spirit of my invention; 
hence, I do not wish to be understood as limiting myself 
to the exact form, construction, arrangement and combi 
nation of parts herein shown and described or uses men 
tioned. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 

ent is: 
1. A golf instructional device comprising a base struc 

ture including a‘ frame-like structure including a pair of 
symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending parallel 
spaced side members, said parallel spaced side members 
extending parallel to the direction of ?ight and within 
which the golf ball is to be placed, symmetrical angularly 
arranged members a?ixed to the respective side members 
at the front ends thereof providing a V-shaped head por 
tion, symmetrical tail portions af?xed to the rear ends 
of said side members and affixed together permitting the 
frame-like structure to form a general arrow-like indicating 
means for aligning the arrow-like indicating means in the 
direction desired in the ?ight of a golf ball, foot-position 
ing indicia means operatively carried by one of said longi~ 
tudinally extending spaced side members of said base 
structure and slidably movable relative to the base struc 
ture for indicating the desired stance position of each foot 
of the user, ball-locating indicia means similarly formed 
and oppositely positioned to said foot-positioning indicia 
means and operatively carried by the aforesaid longitudi 
nally extending side member of said base structure for 
simultaneously individually indicating the desired position 
of a golf ball for the indicated stance position of each of 
a plurality of different golf clubs, said last-mentioned ball 
locating indicia means reversed in direction to the foot 
positioning indicia means for locating the golf ball between 
the symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending 
spaced side members along the longitudinal axis of the 
base'structure, and sighting means provided contiguous to 
the leading and trailing ends of said base structure by said 
symmetrical angularly arranged members and said tail por 
tions of said frame-like structure. 

2. A golf instructional device comprising a base struc 
ture including a frame-like structure including a pair of 
symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending parallel 
spaced side members, said parallel spaced side members 
extending parallel to the direction of ?ight and between 
which the golf ball is to be placed, symmetrical angularly 
arranged members hingedly mounted together at the cen 
ter-line of said spaced side members and a?ixed to each 
other and to the respective side members of the front ends 
thereof providing a V-shaped head portion, symmetrical 
tail portions a?ixed to the rear ends of said side members 
and hingedly mounted together permitting the frame-like 
structure to be folded over with the spaced side members, 
angularly arranged members and the tail portions to be 
folded together and when the frame-like structure is in 
its tmfolded position the frame-like structure forms a 
general arrow-like indicating means for aligning the 
arrow-like indicating means in the direction desired in 
the ?ight of a golf ball, foot-positioning indicia means 
operatively carried by one of said longitudinally extend 
ing spaced side members of said base structure and slid 
ably movable relative to the base structure for indicating 
the desired stance position of each foot of the user, ball 
locating indicia means similarly formed and oppositely 
positioned to said ‘foot-positioning indicia means and op 
eratively carried by the aforesaid longitudinally extending 
side member of said base structure for simultaneously 
individually indicating the desired position of a golf ball 
for the indicated stance position of each of a plurality of 
different golf clubs, said last-mentioned ball-locating in 
dicia means reversed in direction to the foot-positioning 
indicia means for locating the golf ball between the sym 
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metrically arranged longitudinally extending spaced side 
members along the longitudinal axis of the base structure, 
and sighting means provided contiguous to the leading 
and trailing ends of said base structure by said symmetri 
cal angularly arranged members and said tail portions of 
said frame-like structure. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a golf instructional 
device comprising a base structure including a frame-like 
structure including a longitudinally extending side mem 
her, said side member extending parallel to the direction 
of ?ight andalong which and; spaced from the longitu 
dinally extending side member a golf ball is to be placed, 
an angularly arranged member a?ixed to the side mem 
ber at the front end thereof providing an angular-shaped 
head portion, a tail portion a?ixed to the rear end of said 
side member to form a general arrow-like indicating 
means for aligning the arrow-like indicating means in the 
direction desired in the ?ight of a golf ball, foot-position 
ing indicia means operatively carried by said longitudi 
nally extending side member and slidably movable rela 
tive to the side member for indicating the desired stance 
position of each foot of the user, ball-locating indicia 
means similarly formed and oppositely positioned to said 
foot-positioning indicia means and operatively carried by 
the aforesaid side member of said base structure for 
simultaneously individually indicating the desired position 
of a golf ball for the indicated stance position of each 
of a plurality of di?erent golf clubs, said last-mentioned 
ball~locating indicia means reversed in direction to the 
foot-positioning indicia means for locating the golf ball 
parallel to the side member along the longitudinal axis 
of the base structure, and sighting means provided con 
tiguous to the leading and trailing ends of said base struc 
ture by aligned ends of said angularly arranged member 
and said tail portion of said frame-like structure, and said 
aligned ends of the angularly arranged member and said 
tail portion being in the line of ?ight of a ball placed 
intermediate thereof and spaced from the side member 
in said line of ?ight. 

4. A golf instructional device comprising a base struc 
ture including a frame-like structure including a pair of 
symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending parallel 
spaced side members, said parallel spaced side members 
extending parallel to the direction of ?ight and between 
which a golf ball is to be placed, symmetrical angularly 
arranged members affixed to each other and to the re 
spective side members at the front ends thereof providing 
a V-shaped head portion, symmetrical tail portions af 
fixed to the rear ends of said side members and af?xed 
together permitting the frame-like structure to form a 
general arrow-like indicating means for aligning the arrow 
like indicating means in the direction desired in the flight 
of a golf ball, foot-positioning indicia means operatively 
carried by one of said longitudinally extending spaced 
side members of said base structure and slidably movable 
relative to the side member for indicating the desired 
stance position of each foot of the user, ball-locating 
indicia means similarly formed and oppositely positioned 
to said foot-positioning indicia means and operatively 
carried by the aforesaid longitudinally extending side 
member of said base structure for simultaneously indi 
vidually indicating the desired position of a golf ball for 
the indicated stance position of each of a plurality of 
different golf clubs, said last-mentioned ball-locating in 
dicia means reversed in direction to the foot-positioning 
indicia means for locating the golf ball between the sym 
metrically arranged longitudinally extending spaced side 
members along the longitudinal axis of the base structure, 
said ball-locating indicia means comprising a plurality 
of indicia elements, each indicia element including means 
thereon complementally formed to one of said parallel 
spaced side members for adjustably retaining each of said 
indicating elements on said side member to indicate the 
desired position of such a ball for each respective club, 
and sighting means provided contiguous to the leading 
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6 
and trailing ends of said base structure by said symmetri 
cal angularly arranged members and said tail portions of 
said frame-like structure. 

'5. A golf instructional device comprising a base struc 
ture including a frame-like structure including a pair of 
symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending parallel 
spaced side members, said parallel spaced side members 
extending parallel to the direction of ?ight and between 
which a golf ball is to be placed, symmetrical angularly 
arranged members affixed to each other and to the re 
spective side members at the front ends thereof providing 
a V-shaped head portion, symmetrical tail portions a?ixed 
to the rear ends of said side members and ‘affixed together 
permitting the frame-like structure to form a general 
arrow-like indicating means for aligning the arrow-like 
indicating means in the direction desired in the ?ight of 
a golf ball, foot-positioning indicia means operatively 
carried by one of said longitudinally extending spaced 
side members of said base structure and slidably movable 
relative to the side member for indicating the desired 
stance position of each foot of the user, ball-locating 
indicia means similarly formed and oppositely positioned 
to said foot~positioning indicia means and op‘eratively 
carried by the aforesaid longitudinally extending side 
member of said base structure for simultaneously individ 
ually indicating the desired position of a golf ball for the 
indicated stance position of each of a plurality of differ 
ent golf clubs, said last-mentioned ball-locating indicia 
means reversed in direction to the foot-positioning indicia 
means for locating the golf ball between the symmetrical 
ly arranged longitudinally extending spaced side mem 
bers along the longitudinal axis of the base structure, said 
ball-locating indicia means comprising a plurality of in 
dicia elements, each indicia element including means 
thereon complementally formed .to one of said parallel 
spaced side members for adjustably retaining each of said 
indicia elements on said side member to indicate the de 
sired position of such a ball for each respective club, 
said ball-locating indicia means including means for in 
dicating the approximate distance range for the respective 
clubs involved, and sighting means provided contiguous 
to the leading and trailing ends of said base structure by 
said symmetrical angularly arranged members and said 
tail portions of said frame-like structure. 

6. A golf instructional device comprising a base struc 
ture including a frame-like structure including a pair of 
symmetrically arranged longitudinally extending parallel 
spaced side members, said parallel spaced side members 
extending parallel to the direction of ?ight and between 
which a golf ball is to be placed, symmetrical angularly 
arranged members a?ix‘ed to each other and to the re 
spective side members at the front ends thereof provid 
ing a V-shaped head portion, symmetrical tail portions 
ai?xed to the rear ends of said side members and affixed 
together permitting the frame-like structure to form a 
general arrow-like indicating means for aligning the ar 
row-like indicating means in the direction desired in the 
?ight of a golf ball, foot-positioning indicia means opera 
tively carried by one of said longitudinally extending 
spaced side members of said base structure and slidably 
movable relative to the side member for indicating the 
desired stance position of each foot’ of the user, ball 
locating indicia means similarly formed and oppositely 
positioned to said foot-positioning indicia means and op 
eratively carried by the aforesaid longitudinally extending 
side member of said base structure for simultaneously 
individually indicating the desired position of a golf ball 
for the indicated stance position of each of a plurality 
of diiferent golf clubs, said last-mentioned ball-locating 
indicia means reversed in direction to the foot-positioning 
indicia means for locating the golf ball between the sym 
metrically arranged longitudinally extending spaced side 
members along the longitudinal axis of the base structure, 
said ball-locating indicia means comprising a plurality of 
indicia elements, each indicia element including means 
thereon complementally formed to one of said parallel 
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spaced side members for adjustably retaining said indicia 
elements on said side member to indicate the desired 
position of such a ball for each respective club, said ball 
lQcating indicia means including means for indicating the 

approximate distance range for the respective clubs volved, said indicia elements being movably mounted on 

said side member whereby said indicia elements are ad 
justably mountable on one of said side members so that 
a right or left handed player may be accommodated, 
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and sighting means provided contiguous to the leading 10 ‘$076,272 
and trailing ends of said base structure by said symmetri 
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