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3,166,323 ‘ 
POCKETED BALL GAME WITH PRQJECTING 

MEANS 
Thor A. Anderson, 500 Brookside Drive, Fairfield, Conn.; 
Amy W. Anderson, executrix of said Thor A. Anderson, 
deceased, assignor of one-half to Aivan .I. Schmed 
lin, In, Trumbull, Conn. 

Filed Feb. 9, 1962, Ser. No. 172,166 
8 Ciaims. (Cl. 273—119) 

The present invention relates to amusement devices, 
and particularly to a new and improved pocket-ball game 
of the surface projectile type. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide 

a surface projectile type of game having the capacity 
to effect the pocketing of a plurality of balls in random 
fashion. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a 
game in which the number of pockets for receiving balls 
is less than ‘the number of balls employed. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide such 
a game in which a chart is used with it on which wagers 
may be placed and which chart discloses the betting odds 
vfor each individual ball. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a 
game in which the balls have imparted to them an orbital 
motion at one elevation and, while orbiting, are gravitated 
to a lower elevational track where‘ pocket means‘ are pro 
vided for receiving certain ofsaid balls as they move 
about their lower orbital path. _ i 

In one aspect of the invention, a base may include a 
cylindrical chamber and a centrally disposed, rotatablev 
post; The wall of the chamber may include an annular 
track intermediate to the ends of the side wall of said 
chamber. ‘ i . 

In another aspect of‘the invention, pocket means may 
be provided in communication with said track, and ball 
expelling means may beincluded with said pocket means 
for‘ clearing the balls- from said‘ pocketmeans. ' p 

‘ In still‘ another.‘ aspect'of the invention, a disk maybe 
mounted on‘ said post for rotation relative to the post 
and‘in a manner to permit axial movementv ofv the-disk 
relative to the post‘. I ‘ ‘ 
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r 16 may be mounted centrally of the bottom 14 and it 

‘ disk 18 when it is spun. 
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. In still another aspect of the invention, resilient means ‘ 
may be provided for normally holding said diskpin an 

. upper position‘ where its peripheral edge blocks.,the balls 
from entering the annular: track. r V 

In still another aspect‘ of theinvention, the disk may 
iilcllldé a toothed member adapted to impart to the balls 
an‘ orbital motion 'as'the postvand disk are spun.’ . 

‘The above, other objects and novel features of the 
invention will become apparent from the following speci 
?cation and accompanying drawings which are“ merely 
exemplary. _ ‘ 

Inthe drawings: " ‘ 

of‘ theinvention have been applied; 
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‘FIG. 1 is a plan view of a game to which the principles 

. FIG. 2 is ‘a sectionalv elevational viewtaken substan- V’ 
tially along line 2—2 of’FI‘G. 1; “ 

FIG. 3 is'a plan view of a modi?ed form of the invena 
tionj “ ‘ -,_ ‘ ‘ > 

. FIG. 4 is a broken-‘away portion of the device shown 
in FIG.3;and ‘ .‘ T j i I a ‘ 

FIG. Sis a form of chart used with the devices shown 
in FIGS. 1 m4. 1 » _ 

Referring to the drawings, and particularly to FIGS. 
1 and 2, the principles of the‘ invention areQshown as 
applied toalsurface projectile type of game device. com 
prising a base 10 which may ‘include a cylindrical recess 
11 therein and ,an annular track 12 formed ‘within the" 
side wall 13,‘ arid intermediate to the bottomwall 14' 
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may journal a vertically disposed post 15’. 
A sleeve 17 may be journaled on post 15’, and it may 

have ?xed to it a disk 18 that may be weighted at 19 and 
dynamically balanced to provide smooth rotation of the 

The post 15' may include an 
elongated groove 20 therein, and a pin or screw 21 in 
sleeve 17 may ride within said groove. The post 15' 
may be provided with a bore 22 within which a compres 
sion spring 23 may be located. 
A cap 24 may be ?xed to, and close the top end of 

cylinder 17. A knob 25 may be mounted on cap 24 and 
journaled in an antifriction bearing 25'. A disk 26 
having a stem 27 may abut against the underside of cap 
24, forcing sleeve 17 and disk 18 upwardly until screw 
21 abuts the top edge of groove 20 in post 15'. In this 
normally upper position, the peripheral edge 28 of the 
disk 18 blocks the admission of balls 29 to the annular 
track 12. However, by spinning the sleeve 17 and disk 
18, the balls 29 are thrown outward and orbit about 
the post 15'. By momentarily depressing sleeve 17, disk 
18 is moved downwardly, permitting the balls 29 to move 
into, and travel around the track 12. 
A chamber 30 may be provided otf one side of the 

track 12. The chamber 30 may be divided into a plu_ 
rality of stalls, and in the embodiment shown, three stalls 
31, 32 and 33 are disclosed. The stalls 31, 32 and 33 
are in open communication with track 12, and each is 
large‘enough to admit only one of the balls 29. When 
the device is employed as a horse or dog racing game, 
stall 31 may be designated “win”; stall 32 “place”; and 
stall 33 “show.” The top surface 34 of the disk 18 may 
be slightly dished so that when not revolving, the balls 
29 normally collect about a toothed disk-like member 
35, the teeth 36 of which kick the balls to ensure their 
orbiting as they move radially outward. ‘ 
When used as a dog racing game, eight balls 29 may 

be employed, each having a different color. With all. 
eight balls on top of the disk 18, cap 24 is given a sharp 
twist, causing disk 18 to rotated'rapidly. The toothed 
member 35 and rotating disk 18_ cause the balls 29 to 
move radially outward and to orbit about the post 15'; 
however, at this point the balls ‘29 are prevented access, 
to the track '121 ’ Depressing the knob 25, and with it‘ 
sleeve 17 and disk 18,‘permits the balls 29 to descend 
into, and travel about track 12. This action of depressing _ 
knob 25 does not reduce the speed of rotation of disk 18 I 
because of the antifriction bearing 25’ betweenknob ‘25 
and‘ cap 24. ' As this occurs, each of the stalls 31, 32;and ' 
33 willbe?lled with a-ball 29 at random. Accordingly, 
it will be apparent which coloredball (dog)>iwon, which‘ 
placed,‘ and which showed. 

In order to remove the b 115 29‘from the vstalls 31, >32" 
and 33, a three-pronged‘plunger’37 may‘be provided. 

. It may include prongs 38, 39 and 40 aligned'with stalls 
31, 32 and '33, respectively. A stem 41 may be con- . 
nected to the prongs .38, 39 and 40‘and it may extend to 
the exterior of the base 10, supporting av knob 42 thereon. 
A-spring 42' abutting againstwall 43 of'base 10 and a' 
collar .44 ?xed to the stem 41' normally urges the prongs 
38, 39 and 40 into thestalls 31, 32‘1and 33. ‘By with 

> drawing knob 42 rightwardly and releasing thesame, and 

and top wall 15 of the recess 11. 'An antifriction' bearing 

with knob 25 depressedsov that disk 18 is at its lowermost 
position, balls 29 withinfst‘alls 31, 32 and ‘33 are ‘forcibly . 
ejected onto the top surface of disk 18 and all other balls 
29 within track 12 also roll ontodisk 18. 

’ Releasing knob 25 again ‘conditions the device to re-‘ 
peat a spinning operation and ‘the. random movement of‘ 
three balls 29 into the stalls 31, 32 and 33. 

Referring to FIG; 5, a chart is shown listing the odds‘ 
forf‘win,” f‘place” and ‘fshow’f as well as‘colored squares 
corresponding to the eight different colors of the balls 29. 



- balls adapted-to roll at random‘ on 
' ball-receiving means in ‘communication with said track 
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Thus, the odds as shown are 6:1 for “win.” For a bet on 
“place” the odds are 2:1 for “win” and 3:1 for “place.” 
For a bet on “show” the odds are 1:1 for “win,” 1:1 for 
“place” and 2:1 for “show.” The game is played by 
placing chips, money or the like on selected squares on 
the chart of FIG. 5, and by operating the game device. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, a modi?ed form of the 
invention is shown. It may comprise parts similar to 
those described in connection with FIGS. 1 and 2, with the 
exception of the stall locations and the means for ejecting 
the balls 29 therefrom. In the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the base 10 may include three stalls 45', 
46 and 47, each opening off the annular track v12. An 
other annular groove-like track 48 may be concentrically 
arranged relative to track 12. Track 48 may be divided 
from track 12 by a series of closely spaced pins 49 that 
are omitted across the communicating passage between 
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track 12 and recess 11. A spring-‘like element St) may be . 
anchored on‘a pin 51 and it may extend about track 48, 
thence through a passage 52 and an eye 53 ?xed to a 
plate 54 removably attached to and covering a recess 55 
in base 10. From the eye 53 the element 50 may be 
connected to a pin 56 that is attached to a knob 57. The 
knob 5'7 is provided with ?anges 58 that ride .in a track 
means 59. Spring means an anchored on eye 53 and ?xed 
to pin 56 normally urges knob 57 to the position shown in 
FIG. 4 with pin 56 abut-ting a stop 61. ' ' 
The spring element 50 within groove 48 may include 

a scalloped construction including points 62,, 63 and 64 
between the scallops. » As the knob 57 is movedcloc'k 
wise (FIGS. 3_ and 4) by grasping it ‘by the pointer ?n 

' ger with the thumb on a stop 65, the points 62, 63 and s4, 
respectively, pass across the stalls 45, 46 and 47.simul 

, taneously ejecting the balls 29 therein radially inward 
onto the top of disk 18' if it-has been depressed as, pre 
viously explained. ‘ , _ 

Referring again to FIG. 2, transparent window means 
66 and 67' may cover,‘ respectively, the top of the recess 
11 ofybaseiitl, and the ‘chambers 34), 45, 4-6 and 47. 
Althoughthe various features of the new and improved 

game device have'been shown and described in detail to 
fully disclose two embodiments of the invention, it will 
be evident that changes may be made. in suchdetails and 
certain \features may-be used without others without‘ de 
parting'fromthe principles of the invention. 
" What is claimed is: " n , . ' . v 

e ‘1‘. In a game, a base; a circular chamber having aside 
wall with an upper extremity located within said base; a 

1 post mounted in, and concentric with, said' chamber and 
extending vertically thereabove; an annular track means 

_' of a diametergreater than that of said chamber located 
‘ within the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper 
extremity of said side wall, and in communication with 
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4 
chamber; a rotatable disk mounted on said post and 
adapted to be moved axially of said post between upper 
and lower limits; means for resiliently urging said disk 
to its upper position where its peripheral edge cooperates 
with the upper extremity of said chamber side wall to 
block access from said chamber to said track means; 
means for spimiingrsaid disk when it is in its upper pesi~ 
tion; means for moving said disk to its lower position 
without substantially reducing its speed of rotation; balls 
adapted to roll at random on the top of said disk; ball 
receiving means in conmmunication with said, track 
means, whereby upon spinning said disk, the balls thereon 
are given a radially outward and orbital motion, and 
movement of said disk to. its lower limit causes said balls 
to enter said track means and ultimately to enter said 
ball-receiving means; and manually operable means 
for ejecting the ‘balls from said ball-receiving means to 
said disk when said disk is at its lower limit. 

3. In a game, a base; a circular ‘chamber having a 
side wall with an upper extremity located within said base; 
a post mounted in, and concentric with, said chamber and 

, extending vertically thereabove; an annular track means 
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said chamber; agrotatable disk mounted on said post and ‘‘ 
adapted to be moved‘axia‘lly of‘said ‘post between upper 

with the upper extremity of said chamber side wall‘to 
block access from said, chamber 

the top of said disk; 

means, whereby upon spinning said disk, the balls there 
on are given a radially outward and orbital motion, and 
movement of said disk to'its lower limit causes said balls 
to enter said track means and ultimately to enter said ball-, 

55 
- , and lower limits; means for resiliently urging said' disk to ' 

‘its upper position" where its peripheral‘ edge cooperates 

to said track‘means; . 
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of a diameter greater’ than that'of said chamber located 
within the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper 
extremity of said side wall and in communication with 
said chamber; a rotatable, slightly‘ disheddisk mounted 
on said post and adapted to be moved‘ axially of said post _ 
between upper and lower limits; toothed means on said 
disk near the center thereof; means for resiliently urging 
said disk to its upper position where its peripheral edge 7 
cooperates with the upper extremity of said chamber side 
wall to. block access from said chamber to said track 
means; balls adapted" to roll at random on the top of 
said disk; ball-receiving means in communication with 
said track means, whereby upon spinning said disk, the 
halls thereon are given a radially outward and orbital 
motion, and movement of said disk to its lower limit 
causes said balls to’enter said track means andiultimately 
to enter said ball-receiving means; and manually operable 
means located adjacent said ball-receiving means for 
ejecting‘ the balls from said ball-receiving means to said 
disk when said disk is at its lower limit. . _ . . 

4. In a_ game, a base; a circular chamber’ having a side 
wall with an upper‘ extremity located within said base; a 
post mounted‘ in, andconcentric with, said chamber. and > 
extending-vertically thereabove; an annular track means > 1 
of a diameter geater than that'of said chamber located 

J'Wl’tlllil (the side wall of said chamber, beneath‘ the upper 
extremity of said" side wall and in. communication ‘with 

a said chamber; a rotatable vdisk mountedo'n-fsaid' post and 
adaptedto'be moved axially'of said post between upper 
and lower limits; means for iresilientlyyurging said disk to 
its upper position where its peripheral edge, cooperates 
with the upper extremity ‘of said chamber side wall to 
block access from said'chamber to‘ said track means; balls 
adapted to'roll at random on thetop of said disk; closely 
spaced ball-receiving chambers in communication with 
said track means, whereby when said diskv is moved to its 
lower limit, said;balls enter said track‘ means and tiltia 
mately' entersaid ball-receiving chambers; ‘a retractable 

-."member ‘having a prong for each‘of said ‘ball-receiving 

. pronged member-into a 
‘chambers; and‘ resilient means-{normally urgingsaid 

position where said prongs enter 
1 each of said'ba'll-receiving ‘chambers, whereby upon oper 

receiving means; and manually “operable means for eject-Z 
ing the balls from‘ s'aid'ball-receiving means to said disk 
when said disk is at its lower limit? ' " ' " 

ation of said retractable member‘ and resilient means when 
said disk is in its lower position, said balls will be caused 

I ‘ to return to thetop of said diskirorn saidball-receiving 

2'. 'In‘ a game, a base; a circular,‘ chamber having ag'si‘de i. ' 
wall with an upper'extremitywithin said base; a post 70 
mounted in, and concentric withsaid chamberand extend: a 
ing vertically thereabove;‘ an annular track‘ means Jo-f a . , 
diameter greaterthan that of said chamber located with‘ 
in the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper ‘ex 
tremity of said‘ side wall and vin communication ‘with said 75 

, wall with 

chambers. 
' 5. In a game, abase; -a circular chamberhaving a side 

an upper extremity located within said base; 
a post mounted in, and concentric. with, said chamber and 
extendingyertically thereabove;,an annular ,track‘means- of 
a diameter greater than that of said chamber located with: 
in the side wall of'said chamberpbeneaththe upper ex-- ‘ 
:tremity of said side wall and in communication withsaid 
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chamber; a rotatable disk mounted on said post and 
adapted to be moved axially of said post between upper 
and lower limits; means for resiliently urging said disk to 
its upper position where its peripheral edge cooperates 
with the upper extremity of said chamber side wall to 
block access from said chamber to said track means; 
means for spinning said disk when it is in its upper posi 
tion; balls adapted to roll at random on the top of said 
disk; closely spaced ball-receiving chambers in communi 
cation with said track means; means for moving saidtdisk 
to its lower position without substantially reducing its 
speed of rotation, whereby said balls enter said track 
means and ultimately enter said ball-receiving chambers; 
a retractable member having a prong for each of 'said 
ball-receiving chambers; and resilient means normally 
urging said pronged member into a position where said 
prongs enter each of said ball-receiving chambers, where 
by upon operation of said retractable member and re 
silient means when said disk is in its lower position, said 
balls will be caused to return to the top of said disk from 
said ball-receiving chambers. 

6. In a game, a base; a circular chamber having a side 
wall with an upper extremity located within said base; a 
post mounted in, and concentric with, said chamber and 
extending vertically thereabove; an annular track means 
of a diameter greater than that of said chamber located 
within the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper 
extremity of said side wall and in communication with 
said chamber; a rotatable, slightly dished disk mounted 
on said post and adapted to be moved axially of said post 
between upper and lower limits; toothed means on said 
disk near the center thereof; means for resiliently urging ' 
said disk to its upper position where its peripheral edge 
cooperates with the upper extremity of said chamber side 
wall to block access from said chamber to said track 
means; means for spinning said disk when it is in its upper 
position; balls adapted to roll at random on the top of 
said disk; closely spaced ball-receiving chambers in com 
munication with said track means; means for moving said 
disk to its lower position without substantially reducing 
its speed of rotation, whereby said balls enter said track 
means and ultimately enter said ball-receiving chambers; 
a retractable member having a prong for each of said 
ball-receiving chambers; and resilient means normally 
urging saidpronged member into a position where said 
prongs enter each of said ball-receiving chambers, where 
by upon operation of said retractable member and re 
silient means when said disk is in its lower position, said 
balls will be caused to return to the top of said disk from 
said ball~receiving chambers. 

7. In a game, a base; a circular chamber having a side 
wall with an upper extremity located within said base; a 
post mounted in, and concentric with, said chamber and 
extending vertically thereabove; an annular track means 
of a diameter greater than that of said chamber located 
within the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper 
extremity of said side Wall and in communication with 
said chamber; a rotatable disk mounted on said post and 
adapted to be moved axially of said post between upper 
and lower limits; means for resiliently urging said disk to 
its upper position where its peripheral edge cooperates 
with the upper extremity of said chamber side wall to 
block access from said chamber to said track means; 
means for spinning said disk when it is in its upper posi 
tion; balls adapted to roll at random on the top of said 
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6 
disk; ball-receiving chambers spaced about said base and 
in communication with said track means; means for mov 
ing said disk to its lower position without substantially 
reducing its speed of rotation, whereby said balls enter 
said track means and ultimately enter said ball-receiving 
chambers; an annular groove concentric with, and adja 
cent to said track means; a spring within said annular 
groove having spaced means adjacent each of said ball~ 
receiving chambers, the construction and arrangement be 
ing such that as said spring is moved along said groove, 

‘ said spaced means thereon eject the balls within said ball— 
receiving chambers; and resilient means normally urging 
said spring to a position such that said ball-receiving 
chambers can receive balls, whereby upon operation of 
said spring and resilient means when said disk is in its 
lower position, said balls will be caused to return to the 
top of said disk from said ball-receiving chambers. 

8. In a game, a base; a circular chamber having a side 
wall with an upper extremity located within said base; a 
post mounted in, and concentric with, said chamber, and 
extending vertically thereabove; an annular track means 
of a diameter greater than that of said chamber located 

, within the side wall of said chamber, beneath the upper 
extremity of said side wall and in communication with 
said chamber; a rotatable, slightly dished disk mounted 
on said post and adapted to be moved axially of said 
post between upper and lower limits; toothed means on 
said disk near the center thereof; means for resiliently 
urging said disk to its upper position where its peripheral 
edge cooperates with the upper extremity of said chamber 
side wall to block access from said chamber to said track 
means; balls adapted to roll at random on the top of said 
disk; ball-receiving chambers spaced about said base and 
in communication with said track means, whereby when 
said disk is moved to its lower limit, said balls enter said 
track means and ultimately enter said ball-receiving 
chambers; an annular groove concentric with, and adja 
cent to said track means; a spring within said annular 
groove having spaced means adjacent each of said ball 
receiving chambers, the construction and arrangement be 
ing such that as said spring is moved along said groove, 
said spaced means thereon eject the balls within said ball 
receiving chambers; and resilient means normally urging 
said spring to a position such that said ball-receiving 
chambers can receive balls, whereby upon operation of 
said spring and resilient means when said disk is‘ in its 
lower position, said balls will be caused to return to the 
top‘of said disk from said ball-receiving chambers. 
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