
3,164,842 Jan. 12, 1965 B. WEINSTEIN 

STAY FOR UNIFORM CAP 

w 

1y 20, 1962 Filed Ju 
1 E" 



United States Patent Office 

3,164,842 ' ‘ 

STAY non UNHFORM CAP 1 . 
Bernard Weinstein, Wabau, Mass, assig'norto‘ Bancroft ’ 
Cap Company, Framingham, Mass, a corporation of 
Massachusetts. , 

Filed July 20,1962, Ser. No. 211,202 
' 1 Claim.; ' (Cl. 2-195) 

This invention relates to uniform caps of the type hav 
ing .a soft crown, and pertains more‘particularly tov stays 
for’ supporting the forward part of the crown. 
Uniform caps of the type torwhich this invention re 

‘ . lates ordinarily include a stiif head band, to which a vizor 
is attached, and a crown consisting of a flat circular top 
panel and‘ a side panel which ?ares outward toward the 
top and is usually somewhat higher at the front than at 
the rear. ' The crown may be permanently attached to 
the band or may be removable. To hold the top'panel 
?at, a circular grommet of stiff material is often placed 
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‘ is curved from side to side to ?t the forward part of the. I 
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inside the top margin of the crown, and a stay may be ’ 
mounted'in the front to support the forward part of the 
crown. The stay also serves as a reinforcement in the 
front portion to receive insignia which are pinned or 
riveted to the cap. " ’ > 

The stays ordinarily used are rather narrow, straight 
pieces. If the crown is made of soft material the side 
panel tends to sag and become wrinkled on either side 
of the stay. ' . 

The principal object of this invention is to- provide‘ a 
cap stay which maintains a smoothly curved contour 
across the entire front portion of the cap. Another ob'-.. 
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ject is to provide a stay which can be used alone or in cooperationwith grommets, top supports, and other stiff; , 

ening members ordinarily usedfor maintaining the shape 
of uniform‘caps, which can be readily attached to the . 
head band, which is adapted tosreceive insignia or other 

, decorations and which can be manufactured inexpensive 
. 1y , . 

Other objects, advantages, and novel features of the 
invention will be apparent from the following descrip-_ 
tion: ‘ ' - ‘ 

In the drawings illustrating the invention: I 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a uniform cap equipped'with 

a stay constructed according to the invention, with the 
crown removed; 7 ' ' s . a 

FIG. 2v is an enlarged fragmentary cross-section taken 

usual manner. The head band may have a strip of pad-r 
ding 16 attached between the band 10 and the sweat band. 
The stay, generally indicated by the numeral 17', is a ‘ 

thin shell molded in one piece from plastic material which a 
is rigid and resilient enough to hold its normal shape in 
ordinary handling, yet' can be bent by hand to the extent 
necessary for assembly with other parts of the cap. The 
stay has an upper front portion 17a which is curved both 
from top to bottom and from side to side to conform to 
the shape which is_ desired for the forward part of the 
crown. .Below portion 17a is a band, portion 17b which 

head band assembly. A pair of Wings 170 and 17d, which 
may be'initially ?at, extend from either side of portion 
17b. Extending 'back from the upper edge of portion 
17a are three tabs 18, 19 and _20. The band portion 17b 
has a center'notch 21 to-facilitate placing the stay in . f 

_ proper position. ' ' - ' ' 

1 To install the stay on the cap, the band‘ portion 17b 
is ?tted around the front of the band assembly, and wings 
17c‘ and 17d are bent back and fastened to band 10 at 
the sides by staples 24. (one of which is shown in FIG. 
2), rivets, or other suitable'means. If a grommet .22 
is used in the cap, it is run under the tabs 18‘, 19, and 
,20, and tabs 18 and 20 may be bent down, as illustrated 
in FIG. 2, to secure the grommet in position. Tab 19 
may be used for securing the‘forward end of a top stiff 
ener 23 which is attached to the grommet at the rear. 

In the ?nished cap,‘ the crown 14' is supportedeby the 
stay over the entire forward portion above the viZor and 
held in a smoothly curved contour. 
What is'claimed is: > , 

In a uniform cap of ‘the type having a generally circular 
head band, a soft crown with a front portion of arcuate ' 
shape ‘and a top, a top stiffener underlying said top, and 
a_gromrnet supporting the periphery of said top: a one 
piece stay comprising a curved band ?tting aroundsaid 

. head band below the front portion of said crown, a rigid 
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along line 2-—2 ‘of FIG. 1, showing a removable crown‘ - 
and outer ‘band in place on the cap; and ‘ j ' 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation of the stay prior to installa 

‘ tion on a cap. ‘ 

The head‘ band assembly hereillustrated consists of 
a stiff band 10 to the lower margin of which a sweat band 
11 is stitched and folded up inside in the usual manner. 
A decorative braid 12 may be stitched to the folded lower 
margin of the sweat band, and a rigid vizor 13 is secured 
to the band assembly between the braid and the sweat 
band. The cap here shown is of the type having a re 
movable crown and outer band assembly 14, constructed, 
for example, ‘as shown in my _U.S. Patent #2,844,824, 
utilizing a plastic strip 15-with an outwardly projecting 
bead ‘15a to hold the crown in place. It is understood, 
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,however, that a crown and outer band assembly maybe - - 
‘permanently attached ‘to the head band assembly in the 1 

crown supporting member extending upward from said 
band and supporting said entire front portion and being 
of smoothly curved shape corresponding to that of said 
forward portion, said member having an upper edge and 
being coextensive in the circumferential direction with 
said band, bendable side wings extending from said band 
and secured to said head band at the sides thereof, and a' 
central tab and bendable tabs to either side thereof ex 
tending rearwardly from the upper edge of said member, 
said central tab being secured to said top stiffener and 
said bendable tabs being bent down around said grom 
met. > ' 
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