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This invention relates to an in?atable game device and 
is a continuation-in-part of my copending application 
Serial No. 26,925 ?led on April 11, 1960, and entitled 
Plastic Toys, now Patent Number 3,142,932. 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a 
new and improved in?atable game device. 

Another object is to provide a game device in the form 
of a target which may be packaged in a small container 
and in?ated when ready for use to a size substantially 
larger than the container in which it is packaged. 

Another object is to provide an in?atable game device 
with simple means for retaining an object such as a ball 
or de?ning an opening therein through which said object 
may be tossed. 

Another object is to provide an in?atable target deco 
rated to represent a sports ?gure such as a baseball player 
adapted to receive or retain a ball tossed at a portion of 
the target. . 

With the above and such other objects in view as may 
hereafter more fully appear, the invention consists of the 
novel constructions, combinations and arrangements of 
parts as will be more fully described and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, but it is to be understood that 
changes, variations and modi?cations may be resorted to 
which fall within the scope of the invention as claimed. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of an inflatable target shown 

in?ated and embodying the features of this invention; and 
FIG. 2 is a side view taken in cross-section of the device 

of FIG. 1. 
FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate details of the game apparatus 

structure of one form of the invention. The game device 
10 comprises an in?atable body 11 adapted to be self 
supporting on a surface such as a ?oor or the ground and 
normally retained when in?ated in the upright attitude 
illustrated by sand ballast B or other means disposed in 
the bottom of body 11. The body 11 is fabricated of a 
plurality of sections of ?exible plastic sheeting including 
a ?rst sheet 12 de?ning a front wall and a second sheet 
13 de?ning a rear wall which walls bulge outwardly as 
illustrated when the body 11 is in?ated through valve 22 
which is shown sealed to the wall 13. Material comprising 
walls 12 and 13 is preferably ?exible polyvinylchloride 
plastic although it may comprise any suitable ?exible 
plastic capable of being heat sealed and in?ated to the 
shape illustrated or to any suitable shape. If said walls 
are vinyl plastic, the entire in?atable portion may be elec 
tronically heat sealed to enclose an interior volume 14 
capable of being pressurized to outwardly bulge walls 12 
and 13 in a semi-rigid body structure. 

Printed on the face of front wall 12 of the in?atable 
body 11 is an illustration 2t) representing a sports ?gure 
such as a baseball ?elder or catcher adapted to enhance 
the realism of the toy and provide the illusion that the 
player is actually tossing an object or ball at a sports 
?gure, as illustrated, to catch same. 

Provided through the central portion of body 11 is a 
hole or opening 15 de?ning a target area through which 
a missile such as a ball may be thrown or projected. The 
opening 15 is provided by e?ecting a closed-loop heat 
seal 16 shown in the form of a circular Weld between 
?exible walls 12 and 13 and removing the material in— 
terior of weld 16 to provide a through and through open 
ing which is de?ned by a circumscribing side Wall when 
the target is in?ated. 

In a preferred form of the invention it may be desired 
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to retain the object tossed through opening 15 for scor 
ing purposes and means in the form of a cup or bag shaped 
retainer 18 is provided across the opening 15. ‘Such re 
tainer may be made of the ?exible sheet material of either 
or both walls 12 and 13 which has been provided in a 
slack condition such as that illustrated prior to heat sealing 
the walls together and effecting the circular seal 16 or it 
may be made of .a separate section of ?exible sheet plastic 
material heat sealed to a portion of ?exible material pro 
vided inward of seal line 16 or along said seal line. 

Notation B refers to sand ballast provided in the bot 
tom of the in?atable enclosure 11 to maintain it in an up 
right state as illustrated on the floor or ground. The 
pocket 18 is preferably provided su?iciently slack to retain 
a plurality of balls or missiles 21 thrown or propelled 
through the opening 15 when directed at the side of the 
target de?ned by wall 12. To improve the appearance of 
the toy, a decoration 21} may be provided by printing on 
the face 17 of wall 12 representing, for example, the 
front view of a baseball player. Notation 22 refers to 
a valve disposed in wall 13 for in?ating body 11 to pro 
vide it in an erect self-supporting condition by pressurizing 
the inside volume 14. i 

In another form of the invention, pocket or ?ap 18 may 
partially cover the opening 15 in body 11 or may be 
eliminated entirely whereby the player may observe the 
?ight of the missile or ball. 
A latitude of modi?cation and substitution is intended 

in the foregoing disclosure and in certain instances some 
features of the invention will be used without a. cor 
responding use of other features. Accordingly, it is ap 
propriate that the appended claims be construed broadly 
and in a manner consistent with the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 

I claim: 
1. Game apparatus comprising in combination an in 

?atable body, a missile adapted to be propelled at said 
body, means for retaining said body when in?ated up 
right on a surface, a target portion of said device adapted 
for receiving and retaining an object propelled thereat, 
said target portion having opposed walls, a through open 
ing in said target portion de?ned by a closed loop heat 
seal between said walls, and a receptacle for said missile 
disposed across said opening at ‘the rear of said target 
portion and secured to said body. ’ - 

2. Game apparatus in accordance with claim 1, said 
receptacle for said missile comprising av pocket shaped 
retainer, said retainer being heat sealed to the material of 
the rear wall of said in?atable body. 

3. Game apparatus in accordance with claim 1, said 
receptacle comprising a sheet of‘?exible plastic extending 
across the opening in said body and heat sealed thereto 
at said closed loop heat seal. 

4. Game apparatus in accordance with claim 3, said 
receptacle sheet of ?exible plastic being shaped as a pouch 
extending rearwardly from said opening and adapted for 
receiving and retaining said missile therein. 

5. Game apparatus comprising in combination a target 
having a body made of ?exible, thin sheet plastic material 
which is heat sealed to de?ne an in?atable closure and 
having a valve secured to said body forin?ating same to 
an erect, upstanding condition, means for retaining the 
in?ated body upright, a target portion of said body adapt 
ed for receiving and retaining an object propelled thereat, 
said target portion having opposed walls and including 
a through opening therein de?ned by a substantially circu 
lar heat seal between the walls, and means disposed across 
said opening at the rear of said target portion for retain 
ing said object when passed through said opening to de?ne 
scoring. , 

6. Game apparatus in accordance with claim 5, said 
retaining means comprising a ?exible bag extending across 
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the opening therein'to de?ne means for receivingand 
holding an object passed through said opening, the open 
end of said bag being secured to said target whereby the 
interior of said bag is a direct extension of the opening 
insaid target. ' ' ‘ 

7.'A game device comprising in combination an in— ' 
?atable body made of ?exible thermoplastic sheeting, 7. 
means for in?ating said body to a semi-rigid ‘erect condi 
tion, means including ballast disposed at the bottom of 
said body for, retaining said body erect on a surface, a 
target portion of ‘said in?atable body including a through 
opening provided in the walls thereof, ‘said ‘opening de 
?ned by cireumscribing sealing means securing portions 
of the walls of said in?atable body together, said hole de 
?ning a target passageway through which an object such 
as a ball may be projected to indicate a score when so 
directed. ‘ ‘ 
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8. Game apparatus in accordance with claim 1 where 

in the front Wall of said in?atable body bears a pictorial 
representation of a baseball player. 
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