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The present invention relates to packages of the type 
wherein a container of shoe polish, or the like, for ex 
ample, along with a separate but initially accompanying 
dauber for applying the polish provide ‘a kit which may 
be effectively displayed and sold as a compact merchan 
dising unit. 
Known forms of shoe polish kits commonly include 

various shapes and sizes of boxes, cans or the like, con 
taining waxy shoe polish paste and daubers also of various 
shapes and sizes but frequently unnecessarily large and 
cumbersome. These items may also be purchased sepa~ 
rately by the user. In either case, the paste is commonly 
packed in a circular can or box provided with a lid or 
cover which snaps open when the user presses with his 
?ngers on indicated edge portion of the lid, for example, 
with his thumb engaging the top wall of the lid and his 
fore?nger engaging an opposed portion of the bottom 
wall of the box. Where such packages of shoe polish are 
openly and accessibly displayed, as in self-service stores, 
it is possible for persons to open or remove the lids so 
that the quality or condition of the can contents may be 
come unsalable. 
An object of the invention has been to provide a unit 

merchandising package of a can or box of shoe polish 
paste, or the like, and a moderately sized polish dauber, 
initially in a compact and readily assembled form but 
which is not intended to be reassembled after the package 
has been opened. ' 

A further object has been to provide a package so con 
structed that the lid may not be opened prior to opening 
the package without crushing or otherwise impairing or 
changing the appearance of the unit, thus clearly signal 
ing the fact of tampering and so permit timely removal 
or repair of the package. 
With the above and other objects and advantages in 

View, a composite package unit embodying my invention 
and designed to achieve the above indicated objects may 
include along with a dauber a circular box of shoe polish 
paste, or the like, of conventional form, as the snap-open 
type and having a peripherally ‘beaded side wall. This 
box and dauber are assembled with a readily frangible 
and preferably transparent box supporting and dauber 
con?ning shell having a side wall arranged in close fric 
tional contact with portions of said side wall of the box 
and having a bottom wall spaced from the bottom wall 
of the box to provide a dauber receiving compartment. 
Said bottom wall of the shell of one package and the 
top wall of the box lid of another package are advan 
tageously formed in cross section with inter?tting con 
tours to facilitate arranging and maintaining the package 
umts one on another in reliably stable piles or stacks, as 
for storage or display. I 

Other objects and distinctive features of the present 
invention not above pointed out will also appear from 
the following speci?cation and claims and from the ac~ 
companying drawings wherein is shown a preferred em 
bodiment thereof incorporated in a merchandising pack 
age as described in the speci?cation. The showing so 
made is not intended to be either exhaustive or as limit— 
ing the scope of the subject invention. The purpose here 
is rather to illustrate the invention so that others skilled 
in the art may so fully understand it and its principles 
and applications, that they may embody it and adapt it 
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in any of various forms within the scope of the appended , 

2 
claims for attaining a particular or appropriate purpose 
in use. 

In the drawings: ‘ 
FIG. 1 shows in elevation a form of package appro 

priate to the display and selling of a can or box of shoe 
polish paste along with a dauber for applying the paste 
in use; 

FIG. 2, a top plan view of the package shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3, a view in elevation on enlarged scalewith the 

dauber con?ning and box supporting shell and a part 
of the box and lid shown in diametrical transverse sec 
tion, with the dauber positioned between the box and 
said shell and with said shell resting on the lid of a box 
forming part of a lower package, as in a stack or pile 
of packages; and 
FIG. 4, an exploded perspective view of the box and 

shell prior to assembly in package or unit form. 
The device shown in the drawings illustrates an embodi 

ment of the invention wherein a dauber A, FIG. 3, is 
conveniently packaged along with a box B of shoe polish 
or the like to provide a compact merchandising unit for 
display and sale. For this purpose, the dauber is initially 
con?ned between the bottom wall of said box B and the 
bottom ‘wall of box supporting shell C which is readily ap 
plied to and removable from said box. 
A convenient or conventional form of container or can 

for shoe polish paste, for example, includes a box B pro— 
vided with a peripheral laterally extending bead 10. A 
cover or lid D for box B has an arcuate portion of its 
lower edge cut away at 11 to permit opening by pressure 
exerted on the box and lid between the user’s ?ngers to 
rock the lid on bead 10, such containers being commonly 
known as “snap open” cans or containers. The bottom 
wall of the box B is advantageously contoured, as by an 
annular channel 12 to interengage with a correspondingly 
shaped annular projection 13 on the lid D to aid in main 
taining such boxes in stacks with one box resting on 
another. ' ‘ 

For purposes of the present invention, the shell C, 
which ‘serves initially both as a support for box B and to 
con?ne dauber A, as above noted, is of generally cup 
shape formed from thin gage (.075” thickness for exam 
ple) acetate, or other suitable ?exible frangible and pref 
erably transparent material. 
As seen more clearly in FIG. 3, the lateral wall of 

shell C de?nes a middle annular portion or zone 14 di 
mensioned to closely embrace the lower portion 15, i.e. 
below bead 10, ofbox B, when shell C is operatively 
assembled with box B. The lower zone or bottom an 
nular portion 16 of shell C is of smaller diameter than 
middle zone 14 and de?nes with bottom wall 17 of the 
shell and bottom wall 18 of the box a compartment for 
con?ning dauber A. The upper zone or top portion 19 
of shell C presents an irregularly larger diameter than 
that of middle zone 14. Thus, the opening de?ned by the 
lateral wall C is in effect tapered downwardly toward bot~ 
tom wall 17 from its maximum at the top, thus to facili 
tate assembling of the package components and providing 
an annular seat to receive and support bead 10 of box B. 
The top edge of shell C is ?ared above zone 19 to . 

provide an annular ?ange or lip 26) projecting upwardly 
and outwardly beyond a shallow bead 21 providing an 
inwardly open annular channel which ?ts over and snugly 
engages bead 19 of the box B. As seen more clearly in 
FIG. 3, lip 20 is dimensioned and positioned to leave a 
narrow annular space between it and a lower edge por 
tion of lid D. This enables the user to remove shell 
C by inserting in said space an end edge portion 
of his thumb nail, for example, and then peeling or 
stripping said shell from box B. Where the shell is 
formed from a thin ?exible and frangible material, it is 
likely to stretch or tear easily when removed in the man 
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ner described and is preferably no longer available for 
re-use. 
A convenient type of dauber as A, for assembly with 

box B and shell C includes a base disc 22 of plastic and, 
integral therewith, a hand hold of suitable plasticv con- ' 
veniently in the form of a narrow rib, as 23, at one side 
thereof, and a soft textured or spongy paste receiving 
pad 24 secured at the opposite side of disc 22.’ 4 

It will be evident from the foregoing that a device as 
described may be rapidly and economically assembled 
to produce a package which effectively displays the goods 
and normally retains them in the desired assembled re 
lat-ion until the package contents are to be used. How 
ever if squeezing pressure is applied to the‘ package, for 
examplepin the direction of the'arrows in FIG. 1 to 
rock lid D, the same pressure will crush or collapse a 
portion of shell C. A package so mutilated will be easily 
detected in a stack and can be replaced with _an_ unin 
jure‘d and salable package. Also, where the shell C is 
transparent, the color and form of the dauber will be 
visible in a stack of packages._ Shell C serves both as a 
support for individual boxes B and as a spacer between 
the paste containers when the packages are arranged in 
stacks, as for display,- or in transportation. 

I claim: a p 

1. A merchandising package comprising a "box for 
receiving a supply of a consumable substance in plastic 
condition, said box having a bottom wall and a lateral 
wall including a peripheral laterally extending‘bead, a 
snap-open cover thereon including a top ‘wall and a 
peripheral ?ange depending’ from theaperiphery of said 
top wall, said ?ange having diametrically opposed arcuate 
portions cut away at its bottom edge and with the bottom 
edge portions of the flange between said arcuate cut away 
portions thereof bearing normally onlupwardly exposed 
portions of said bead, said cover being adapted to be 
tilted on said bead to open position by pressure applied 
to a portion of the top wall of the cover in a direction 
across one of said arcuate cut-awayportions of said 
?ange toward said bottom wall of the box, a dauber for 
wiping across the exposed surface of said supply of 
substance in the box to remove a portion thereof and 
thereafter to apply the same to a surface to be coated 
with said substance,’ and a dauber con?ning shell remov 
ably engaging said box to retain the dauber initially in 
readily removable relation thereto, said shell being of 
?exible material andvcomprising a bottom wall spaced 
from said bottom wall of the box and an annular lateral 
wall including bottom, top and middle portions, respec 
tively, of di?erent circumferential dimensions whereby 
said bottom port-ion de?nes a dauber enclosing compart 
ment between said bottom wall of the box ‘and said bot 
tom wall of the shell, said vtop portion provides an an 
nular inwardly open channel which engages said periph 
eral bead of the box, and said middle portion closely em 
braces the lateral wall of said box between said pe 
ripheral bead and said bottom wall of the box, the cir 
cumferential dimension of said middle portion being 
greater than that of said bottom portion and less than 
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that of the top portion, and said shell being of a ma 
terial which is readily frangible by squeezing pressure 
manually applied simultaneously to portions of the top 
wall of the cover and to the bottom wall of the shell. 

,2. A merchandising package according to claim 1 and 
wherein the top edge of the lateral wall of ‘said shell is 
?ared outwardly to facilitate assembly of the box with 
the shell and to provide a laterally projecting lip by 
which the shell may readily’ be engaged manually to 
strip it from the box. 

3. A merchandising package for shoe polish, or the 
like, comprising a circular boxrfor receiving a supply vof 
consumable substance, said box having artiltable lid there 

i on which is opened by localized manual squeezing .pres 
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sure applied at a portion of its edge, said box having a 
bottom wall and a side wall provided with a periph 
eral bead which is engaged by bottom edge portions of 
the lid, a dauber for use in applying the box contents, 
and a circular shell of transparent readily (frangible ace 
ta'te having a wall thickness of substantially .075": and 
including a bottom wall spaced from the bottom wall 
of the box, 'said dauber being disposed between said bot 
tom walls, and a lateral wall arranged with its upper 
edge portion embracing said head on the box,’ whereby 
when lid’opening pressure is applied while the shell is 
in operative dauber enclosing position on the box, per-V 
tions of the shell will be impaired and so reveal tamper 
mg. ‘ v 

4. In a shoe polish kit assembly which includes a 
dattb'er, a paste containing box comprising a bottom wall 
and 'a side wall vhaving a generally cylindrical portion 
and an annular bead extending laterally therefrom, a 
snap open cover for said box comprising a top wall and 
an annular ?ange embracing said cylindrical portion of 
the box side ‘wall, said cover being tilt-ably ‘supported 
for actuation on said annular bead of the box by manual 
pressure'appli‘ed to a top edge portion of the cover, the 
combination with a transparent plastic ?exible and col 
lapsible ‘shell removably engaged with said box and which. 
includes a bottom wall spaced ‘from said bottom wall 
of the box, the dauber being positioned between said 
bottom walls, and an annular side wall having a portion 
frictionally telescoped over and Yinterengaging with said 
bead of the box and being removable therefrom, and ‘said 
shell being sui?ciently’ fragile to be collapsed upon ap 
plication of cover tilting forces to a top edge portion 
of said cover while said shell is attached to the box. 
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