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This invention relates to a paperboard shipping con 
tainer, and more particularly to a paperboard shipping 
container having integral corner posts. 

This invention is directed primarily to the provision of 
a paperboard shipping container having integral corner 
posts or columns for providing stacking strength. The 
integral columns of this container are simple and easy 
to erect, and means are provided for maintaining them in 
their proper assembled positions. The container of this 
invention is also formed from a minimum amount of 
paperboard. 
The container of this invention is especially suitable for 

use as an outer container or cover for a liquid ?lled plas 
tic bag, the combination being referred to as a bag-in-a 
box package. Packages of this type are often stacked to 
considerable heights under humid conditions which neces 
sitate high stacking strength requirements. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
come apparent from the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein are 
set forth, by way of illustration and example, the pre 
ferred embodiments of this invention. 
On the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the container of this 

invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the blank used to form the 

container of this invention; 
FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view showing the integral 

corner column of the container; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 

of FIG. 2. 
The container of this invention is preferably formed 

of a foldable sheet-like material, such as corrugated 
paperboard. It is to be understood that other foldable 
sheet~like materials may be used. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the container of this invention is 
erected from a blank B which is a sheet of foldable sheet 
like material, such as corrugated paperboard, which has 
been scored and slit to form a series of foldably connected 
panels. The blank B includes a bottom panel 10. A 
side panel 11 is foldably connected to the bottom panel 
19 along score line 13. A top panel 11.2 is foldably con 
nected to the side wall 11 along the score line 14. A sec 
ond side panel 15 is foldabiy connected to the top panel 
13 along a score line 15. Closure panels 1’! are foldably 
secured to the end edges of the top and bottom panels 
along score lines in. Each of the closure panels has a 
Width which is approximately one-half the width of the 
side wall panels. Corner ?aps 26 are foldably attached 
to the end edges of the side wall panels along score lines 
21. Each of the corner panels 20 is divided into three 
sections by transverse score lines 22. The center section 
20a as de?ned by the score lines 22 is slightly extended at 
either end beyond the remainder of the sections. 
A crushed area 24 is located at each corner of the 

top and bottom panels 13 and 10, respectively. The 
crushed area 24 is formed by providing a slit 25 crushing 
the area immediately adjacent thereto. See 1116.4. When 
using corrugated paperboard, which is the preferred mate 
rial, the slit 25 extends through the upper liner 26 and 
the crushing collapses the corrugated medium. 
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In the assembly of the container of this invention, a 

length of tape T is used to foldably secure the bottom 
panel it} to the side panel 15 to thereby form an open 
ended tubular con?guration. The corner panels are folded 
about score lines 21 and 22 into corner columns or posts 
having triangle con?gurations. The ends of the center 
section 2119a are pushed into their depressed areas 25 to 
thereby securely hold the corner posts in position. See 
FIG. 4. The container is then ready for loading. After 
the desired product has been placed within the container, 
the closure flaps are closed in the conventional manner 
and sealed with a length of tape (not shown). 

It will, of course, be understood that various details of 
construction may be modi?ed through a wide range With 
out departing from the principles of this invention, and 
it is not, therefore, the purpose to limit the patent granted 
hereon otherwise than necessitated by the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A shipping container formed of compressible sheet‘ 

like material comprising 
an opposed pair of side wall panels and an opposed pair 

of top and bottom panels foldably connected together 
to de?ne an open ended tubular con?guration, 

means for closing the ends of said tubular con?guration, 
corner ?aps foldably attached to the end edges of said 

side wall panels, 
said corner ?aps transversely scored and folded to 

form columns having a triangular cross-section, and 
depressed areas adjacent the corners in the top and bot 
tom panels adjacent each end of said columns When 
in an erected position, 

said corner ?aps having end portions thereof extend 
ing into said depressed areas at said corners to main 
tain said corner flaps in said columnar positions. 

2. A shipping container formed of compressible sheet 
like material comprising 

an opposed pair or" side wall panels and an opposed pair 
of top and bottom panels foldably connected together 
to de?ne an open ended tubular con?guration, 

end closure ?aps foldably connected to the end edges 
of said top and bottom panels and arranged to close 
the open ends of said tubular con?guration, 

corner ?aps foldably attached to the end edges of each 
of said side wall panels, 

said corner ?aps arranged interiorly of said closure 

said corner flaps folded to form columns extending from 
said bottom panel to said top panel, and 

means for maintaining said corner ?aps in said col 
umnar position, said means comprising a depressed 
area formed in each corner of the panel adjacent 
one end of each of said columns, said depressed areas 
being adapted to receive an end portion of each said 
corner flaps to maintain them securely in said col 
umnar positions. 

3. A shipping container as described in claim 2, 
wherein said container is formed of corrugated paper 

board. 
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