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This invention relates to shoe polishing devices. 
It is the primary object of the invention to provide a 

shoe polishing device which combines in a single con~ 
tainer, polish, a polish applicator or dauber and the ?nal 
polishing element. 
A further important object is the provision of such a 

device in which a single element performs the functions of 
a polish holder, polish applicator and ?nal polisher all 
available to use by removal of a single cover and usable 
to selectively perform daubing or polishing in accordance 
with the desire of the user. 
A related object is the provision of an improved meth 

od of assembly of such a device to the end that its func 
tion and longevity are increased. 

This is a continuation-in-part of my co-pending but 
earlier application Serial No. 187,647, now abandoned, 
?led April 16, 1962, for Combination Daubing and Polish 
ing Device. 

In such a co-pending application there is disclosed and 
claimed a device comprising a cylindrical container hav 
ing a base and a cover, a cellular sponge-like member sub 
stantially ?lling the cross sectional area of the base and 
of volume to extend above the base sidewalls, means se 
curing only a central part of the bottom of the sponge to 
the bottom of the base, and the sponge being impregnated 
with polish at least in its bottom portion within the base 
while at least its top surface is free from polish. When 

is device is scutfed across a shoe with moderate pres 
sure, because of the central fastening, the sponge is caused 
to partially roll out of the base thereby bringing the 
polish~impregnated portion into contact with the shoes. 
The non-impregnated portion trails the impregnated por 
tion thus buf?ng the shoe. A ?nal polish is given simply 
by reducing the pressure or“ application and/or holding 
the top surface of the sponge more nearly parallel to the 
shoe so that only the clean sponge contacts the shoe. 
The device as so far described has proven completely 

successful but some di?iculty has been experienced due 
to excess polish being smeared onto the polishing surface 
of the sponge during a hard scu?ing action. An addi 
tional problem of economic importance has been en 
countered due to inability of the sponge to stretch far 
enough from the central fastening area to permit full 
utilization of its polish content. 
The present invention, in attaining its stated objects, 

includes all of the advantages provided by the invention 
of my said co-pending application and additionally pro 
vides structural improvements overcoming the aforemen 
tioned disadvantages. 

in rder that the invention may be more readily under 
stood and carried into effect reference is made to the ac 
compwying drawings and the description thereof, which 
are offered by way of illustration only and not in limita 
tion of the invention, the scope of which is de?ned by the 
appended claims rather than by a general description. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a complete embodiment 

of the invention showing the cover removed. 
FIG. 2 is a side sectional view of the basic form of 

invention as disclosed and claimed in my above men— 
tioned co-pending application Serial No. 187,647. 

FIG. 3 is a side sectional View of the improved form 
of the invention. 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 illustrating the man 
nor of impregnating the sponge with polish. 
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2. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the manner of 

using the device for daubing polish onto the shoe while 
simultaneously polishing the daubed portion. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective View similar to FIG. 5 but show 

ing the devicein use solely as a ?nal polisher. 
PEG. 7 is a side sectional view illustrating action of the 

sponge during daubing operation. 
As illustrated, the device comprises a generally cy 

lindrical receptacle or housing formed from a base menu 
ber 11 having a ?at bottom 12 attached to marginal side 
walls 13, and a similarly shaped cover 14 having a top 16 
and attached marginal sidewalls l7. 

Contained within the housing and snugly ?lling at least 
the base is a sponge generally designated 18 and formed 
from elastic cellular material such as natural sponge or a 
suitable plastic foam. 
The sponge is secured to the base only by attachment, 

as by cement, in a central or median area 319 between the 
sponge bottom and the housing bottom. This permits 
the sponge to roll out of the base upon scuffing against a 
shoe 2.1 as in FIG. 5 thereby bringing both a polish hear 
ing or daubing portion 22 and a polishing portion 23 into 
contact with the shoe. 
As previously noted, a structure (FIG. 2) employing 

the sponge as a single uninterrupted mass will suffer from 
the disadvantage of excess polish smearing up onto the 
normally polish-free surfaces of the sponge. In accord 
ance with the invention, this is avoided by physically sep 
arating the polish-bearing sponge portion from the nor 
mally polish-free portion. This separation is accom 
plished by one or more peripheral or annular slits such 
as shown at 24 in the side of the sponge, the slit being 
substantially normal to the side of the sponge and trans 
verse to its axis. 

This side slit is extremely important because it serves 
the important function of providing an intercept against 
smearing of polish and at the same time permits the addi 
tional sponge area exposed by the cut to act as a pre 
liminary polisher. This action is clearly illustrated in 
FIGS. 5 and 7 which illustrate opening up of the sponge 
during the daubing operation so that any excess polish 
is picked up ?rst by the interior wall 26 on the top side 
of the slit 24 and only thereafter does the side polishing 
surface 23 contact the shoe. 

Moreover, in the embodiment shown, the slit serves 
the additional function of a barrier against polish passing 
to the upper sidewalls of the sponge by capillary action. 
It is to be noted that the side slit will provide the de 
scribed advantages even though the entire bottom of the 
sponge is secured to the base which could be the case it" 
the bottom sponge portion is employed primarily as a 
polish reservoir and the major daubing action occurs by 
the wall 26 adjacent the slit 214. In such a structure, wall 
26 would be loaded with polish by ?rst compressing the 
sponge against the shoe then scu?ing as in FIG. 5. Al 
though such an embodiment is not equivalent of those 
shown in the drawings, it is included within the scope 
of the invention insofar as utilization of the side slit is 
concerned. 
As hereinbefore explained, it is important to obtain 

maximum roll-out of the sponge in order to facilitate 
maximum use of its polish content. The use of only a 
central adhesion point 19 as in FIG. 2 does basically 
accomplish this purpose, ‘but requires extra pressure when 
the polish gets low and this may cause rupture of the 
joint 19 or cause uncontrolled smearing of the polish. 
However, the present invention overcomes these disad 
vantages by the novel expedient of freezing a major por 
tion of the sponge from the adhesion point. This is ac 
complished by providing an annular slit 27 around the 
central anchor, such slit forming an internal column 28 
generally parallel to the side wall of the sponge and co 



55 
axial with its axis. This results in a structure wherein 
the column 2.8 becomes part of the anchor to which the 
rest of the sponge is hinged; and the sponge is free to roll 
readily out of the base-even'to expose the bottom— 
with only moderate pressure. ‘ 
The sponge should ?ll the entire base, otherwise polish 

will accumulate in pockets with’ the result that chunks 
may ?ake off on use. Moreover, if there are pockets 
or gaps, uniform impregnation of the sponge becomes 
di?icult and wasteful. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the sponge is best impregnated 

after it is anchored in place. impregnation is effected 
by heating Wax to lique?cation then injecting a meas— 
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ured 7 portion thereof’ under pressure-as by needle . 
29~into the base of the sponge. The amount injected 
is determined empirically but should be sufficient to at 
least impregnate all that portion of the sponge within the‘ 
base; and desirably up to the slit 24. In connection with 
the slits 24 and 27, the side slit 24 will act as a barrier 
even during impregnation since it is not con?ned. Where 
as bottom slit 27 is con?ned and will allow polish to 
pass. ' If desired, impregnation can be accomplished by 
injecting polish at one or more locations only outside 
the column 28. 
The top surface 23 of the sponge may be irregular as 

shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, or ?at as shown in the other 
views. 
The cover should completely close the housing to pro 

tect the sponge against dirt, excess heat and the like. 
However, an aid in opening the housing is provided by 
dimensioning the sponge to be slightly longer than the 
interior of the closed housing. This will slightly com 
press the sponge when the cover is in place and the com 
pression will tend to urge the cover off when it is disen 
gaged from the base. In this connection, the base and 
cover may be molded from stiff but deformable plastic 
for friction ?t as shown in FIG. 1. In such an arrange 
ment, a side pressure on the closed housing will upset 
the frictional engagement and the sponge will push the 
cover off. 
From the foregoing it will be evident that the present 

invention ?lls a long-felt need for a complete polishing 
device usable without soiling the user’s hands to apply 
polish or to shine shoes or both{ And bythe unique 
hinging arrangements providedyby the side slit the shine 
action is insulated from the polish reservoir while the 
co-axial slit provides a hinge enabling complete access to 
the polish reservoir. , 

I claim: ‘ 

1. As an article of manufacture a daubing device, 
comprising a ?exible sponge member having top and bot 
tom‘surface as well as a side surface transverse to said 
top and bottom surface, a columnar anchor de?ned in a 
medial portion of one of said top and bottom surfaces, 
said anchor being de?ned by an endless cut in said one 
surface extending into said sponge toward said other sur 
face, a base, means securing the surface of said columnar 
anchor to said base. 

2. A daubing and polishing device comprising a gen 
erally tubular open-ended receptacle closed at one end 
by a base wall and de?ned peripherally by a side wall 
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extending from said base wall, a ?exible sponge sub 
stantially ?lling said receptacle and extending axially 
from its open end to terminate at a free end surface 
beyond said side wall and having its opposite end in con 
tact with said base wall, an endless cut in a medial por 
tion of said opposite end wall of said sponge extending 
axially into said sponge, means anchoring the sponge 
surface inside said endless cut to said base wall, a second 
endless cut encircling said sponge and extending trans 
versely thereinto between its ends, and material to be 
daubed impregnated into said sponge between said op 
posite end wall and said second endless cut. ’ ' 

3. A daubing and polishing device according to claim 
2 in which said receptacle is deformable upon the ap 
plication of pressure to its side walls and there is addi 
tionally provided a closure member adapted to fit over and 
frictionally engage the side wall of said receptacle, said 
closure member being of dimension such that it com 
presses said free end of said sponge upon'engagernent 
with said receptacle. 

4. A daubing and polishing device comprising an open 
ended generally tubular hollow receptacle formed with a 
base closing one end thereof and straight marginal side 
walls extending from said ‘base, a flexible cellular member 
with its lower end ?lling said receptacle and its other end 
extending from the open end of said receptacle to termi 
nate in a free end spaced beyond said straight side walls, 
said lower end of said ?exible member being impregnated 
with a daubing material, anchor means securing a medial 
portion only'ofthe lower end of said ?exible member to a 
medial portion only of said base, and a slit formed in the 
peripheral side of said ?exible member substantially trans~ 
verse to said marginal walls of said tubular receptacle 
thereby to hinge an annular portion of the free end of 
said ?exible member to the remainder thereof. 

5. A device‘ adapted for daubing comprising an open 
ended generally tubular receptacle having a base wall 
closing one end and a straight marginal side wall extend 
ing therefrom to terminate at a free edge thereby to de?ne 
said open end, a sponge ?lling said receptacle and ex 
tending beyond the open end thereof, anchor means se 
curing said sponge in said receptacle, said anchor means 
securing a portion only of said sponge to a portion of 
said base wall, and a hinge forming slit in the surface of 
said sponge extending from said base wall into said sponge 
adjacent said anchor means. ' a 

6. A device according to claim 5 in which said an 
chor means is located in a medial position on said base 
wall ‘and said hinge-forming slit is an endless slit en 
circling said anchor means. ' 

7. A device according to claim 5 with the addition of a 
second hinge-forming slit comprising ‘an endless slit en 
circling said sponge and extending thereinto from and 

- transverse to the plane of said side wall. 
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