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This invention relates to rubber and equivalent stomach 
tubes, gavaging tubes or the like chiefly for use in a 
hospital, sick room or similar place and pertains, more 
particularly, to improved means which functions to cor 
rectly position a stomach tube, for example, in its intended 
place in the nasal passage and stomach of a patient, retain 
it, and guard against accidental displacement thereof. 

Stomach tubes are in widespread use in connection with 
post operative cases, premature babies and the chronic 
paralytic who has suffered a stroke and wherein the throat 
has become so involved that the victim has to be con 
stantly tube fed, oftentimes over a period of one to several 
years. Adhesive tape has customarily been relied upon 
and while acceptable as a convenience has proved to be 
unsatisfactory. For example, many patients are sensitive 
to adhesive tape. Tape will allow a nasal tube to slip from 
its moorings and the result can and often does prove fatal. 
Adhesive tape, when taped under the nose, with the con 
stant warm breathing of the patient will cause the tube to 
slip and reposition itself undesirably. If the tube is taped 
to the side of the patient’s face it can change position 
and cause great discomfort. When the tube is brought 
up over the nose and taped to the forehead, it will loosen 
as a result of oily skin or perspiration. Then, too, where 
a nasal tube incorrectly anchored it can and does cause 
pressure on the top side of the nostril where the tube is 
inserted. 

Brie?y the herein disclosed concept, generically con 
strued, is characterized by a nasal tube, and means for 
retaining the tube in the intended nasal passage, said 
means comprising an elongated ?exible applicator strap 
having a conformable median surface portion adapted to 
reside ?atwise atop the patient’s upper lip beneath the 
nose as usual, an adjustable head encircling band having 
ends thereof connected to cooperating ends of said strap, 
said tube having a portion thereof operatively connected 
with the aforementioned median portion. 
Two embodiments or forms of the invention are herein 

revealed one which is best shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, inclu 
sive, and the other in FIGS. 6 and 7. In both forms of 
the invention, and this is optional, the adapter or applica 
tor strap which ?ts across the upper lip with end portions 
extending across the patient’s checks is provided on the 
interior surface with a washable cloth or equivalent pad 
or lining. In addition, the strap is perforated to provide 
ventilating holes and the lining is highly porous to promote 
comfort in what is believed to be a clearly evident manner. 
One embodiment of the invention is novel in that the 

median portion of the ?exibly pliant or equivalent strap is 
provided with lengthwise spaced parallel slits which de?ne 
an intervening portion which in turn de?nes a loop, said 
loop adapted to embrace that portion of the tube which 
is threaded therethrough. 

In the other form of the invention an opening is pro 
vided at the center of the strap to which an end of the 
stomach tube is communicatively joined in such a way 
that a free end portion of a separate feeding tube can be 
?tted through the opening and allowed to telescope into 
the end of the stomach tube whereby to provide a detach 
able tube which can be removed whenever necessary or 
desired. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
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of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective showing a stomach 

tube joined with and carried by an improved holder there 
for, the holder being illustrated in its customarily usable 
position on the patient; 
FIGURE 2 is also a View in perspective which shows 

how one free end of the head encircling elastic band is 
detachably and adjustably connectible with a cooperating 
end of the tube strap, portions of the interior cotton lining 
being illustrated at the left and right respectively in this 
?gure; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged view in section and elevation 

taken approximately on the plane of the section line 3-3 
of FIGURE 1, looking in the direction of the indicating 
arrows; 
FIGURE 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of FIG. 3 

with the connectible end portion of the exterior tube shown 
detached; 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged cross-section on the plane of 

the line 5—5 of FIG. 2; 
FIGURE 6 is a view in perspective somewhat similar 

to FIG. 2 showing only an end portion of the head en 
circling band and wherein a modi?ed tube connection is 
illustrated; and 
FIGURE 7 is a view similar in purpose to FIG. 3, for 

example, but showing the modi?cation of FIG. '6 in use. 
Reference will be made ?rst to FIGS. 1 to 5, inclusive, 

and more particularly to FIGS. 1 and 2. With reference 
in particular to FIG. 2 the numeral 8 designates a stomach 
tube the portion 10 of which is adapted to extend down 
into the patient’s stomach, (not detailed). The portion 
12 is adapted to be lodged in the nasal passage of the 
patient in the manner illustrated in FIG. 3. The bendable 
terminal end portion 14 is formed integrally with a 
median portion 16 of the ?exible pliant plastic adapter 
and retaining strap 1%. There is an opening at 20 which 
is designated and adapted to permit an end portion 22 
(FIG. 3) to be passed through the opening and into the 
intake end portion 14 of the stomach tube 8, in fact ?tted 
telescopically in place and retained while in use by fric~ 
tion or otherwise in the manner illustrated. This tube 
is distinguished by the numeral 24 and is the readily 
attachable and detachable tube. In other words while 
two tubes are here shown and described it will be evident 
that the tube 8 is part of the adapter or applicator strap 
8 and that the tube 24 is separate. However, it would 
be within the purview of the invention to join the end 
portion 22 of the tube 24 to the apertured position 20 
of the strap. However this may be, the strap is approxi 
mately 10 to 10% inches long and one-quarter to one-half 
an inch wide. One end portion of this strap is denoted 
at 26 and a cooperating end portion 28 of the elastic 
head encircling band 30 is suitably connected thereto. 
The free end 32 of the band is connectible with the 
cooperating end portion 34 of the strap by way of a suit 
able buckle or equivalent connector 36. The numeral 38 
designates a pad or washable cloth or fabric lining which 
is adhesively or otherwise attached to the interior surface 
4b of the strap and which material is highly porous. If 
desired the strap may be provided with a multiplicity of 
ventilating holes or pores 42 (FIG. 5) to promote circu 
lation of air and ventilation. In this connection it may 
be pointed out that this same lining or pad means and 
ventilation feature can be incorporated in the modi?cation 
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7 (but not shown). 
With reference now to the modi?cation in FIGS. 6 

and 7 the adapter strap or applicator is denoted by the 
numeral 44 and one end portion 46 of the headband 43 
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is connected in any suitable manner to a cooperating end i 
50 of the strap 44. The other end portion 52 of this 
strap is provided with a buckle 54. The median portion 
of the strap here is denoted at 56 and it is provided with 
lengthwise spaced parallel. slits 60 which cooperate in 
de?ning an intervening struck-out strip'portion 62 which 
when bent out in the manner illustrated in FIG. 7 pro 
vides a belt-type loop. This construction permits a por 
tion 64 of the ‘stomach tube ‘66 to be detachably and 
adjustably mounted. The portion of the tube which is 
adapted to extend down into the stomach is denoted at 
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68 and the other end portion below the adapter or appli~ ' 
cator is denoted at 76. The manner of using this particu 
lar embodiment of the invention will ‘be clear by examin 
ing FIG. 6 and, then comparing it with FIG. 7. ‘ 

It will be evident that the present invention differs 
from prior art structures in that no suction cup or equiva 
lentattaching device for use on the patient’s forehead or 
on other areas of the face is here required. Secondly, 
the present invention does not use or depend in any 
manner on nose guards or shields sometimes referred to 
as nose cones. Nor is this invention in any manner used 
to afford protection to any part of the medical apparatus 
other than the tube means and harnessing means for - 
mounting the same on the patient’s head. _ 

Because of the e?iciency ‘of the tube means and the 
associated harnessing means therefor ef?cient results. are 
assured. Compared with prior art adaptations the present ' 
invention aconstitutesran advance in the art which. ensures 
satisfactory functioning and. a minimum of discomfort 
to the user. Consequently, the user or patient, accepts 
the use ‘of the invention andin situations where the tube 
section 24 as shown in FIG. 3 ismade separately there 
is little likelihood of the patient accidentally or other 
wise encountering trouble or, di?'iculties. With an inven 
tion susceptible of meeting the individual needs of many 
different types of patients, as here, it canbe ‘seen that 
the invention serves the purposes for which it is intended. 

It is believed that persons skilled in the art to which 
the invention relates‘ will fullyunderstand the present 
invention, its features and advantages, mode-of‘use and 
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extent of the improvements involved. Therefore, a 
more extended description is regarded as unnecessary. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and'operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling Within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. ‘ ‘ 

What is claimed-as new is as follows: 
1. For use in positioning and reliably retaining a nasal- ' 

type stomach tube, gavaging tube or the like in position 
while it isbeing used comprising: a nasal tube, and means 
for ‘retaining the tube in the intended nasal passage, said 

. means comprising an elongated ?exible applicator strap 
having a conformable median surface portion adapted to 

. reside ?atw-ise atop the patient’s upper lip beneath the 
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nose as usual, and adjustable head-encircling band having 
ends thereof connected to cooperating ends of said strap, 
said 'median portionhaving an accessible feeding‘ hole 
communicable withv and integrally joined with a cooperat 
ing intake end portion of said tube,'and, in combination, 
a second tubecomplemental to said nasal tube and having 
an end portion projecting through said opening and tele 
scoping into said cooperating portion of said nasal. tube. 

2. The structure according to ‘claim 1, and wherein 
said strap is perforated to ‘provide ventilating holes, the 
interior; surface of said strap having awashable cloth 
lining for direct contact with the wearer. ' 
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